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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at a 
time. We can also insert flyers for 
a small fee. You can also make a 
donation to the magazine, contact 
the editor for details. 
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me but it was as if God 
was gently nudging 
me – the way he 
generally has to this 
day, nudging me along in little steps. 
It’s been the same with moving from 
one job to another, in engineering, 
in education and then church work, 
opening the door to the next step that 
God’s nudges you to take. 

Another great joy, this summer, has 
been seeing people opening the 
door to the next step that God’s been 
nudging them to take: those who’ve 
offered to lead our home group 
meetings (currently online), those 
who’ve taken up their new places on 
their church council, those who’ve 
served refreshments after services 
again, those who’ve joined church 
flower rotas, those who’ve been 
preparing the afternoon tea and events 
for St Andrew’s 800th anniversary, and 
those who’ve ‘signed’ up as part of a 
team so that Much Hadham Baby & 
Toddler Group can continue. There’s so 
much more I could mention.

If you think God might be nudging you 
along, follow it up, take that first step 
through the door to the next room that 
God is calling you to step into. You 
might find it feels as if it’s what you 
were born for! That’s God the Holy 
Spirit at work.

Every blessing.

Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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One of the great joys for me, over 
the summer, has been the return of 
Christenings. I love sharing in the joy 
of the family and their friends of a 
child – or adult – who was baptised in a 
Christening service. Every time I baptise 
someone, I’m reminded of its purpose: 
it’s a commissioning for service. When 
we’re baptised, were sent together with 
God, to serve him and serve others. 
Baptism is a call to service – a call to 
service in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In his short book on baptism, Michael 
Green wrote “Baptism is like the title to 
a property” – the legal right to own it. 
In baptism, the property isn’t a house, 
of course – it’s a living relationship with 
God. The right to enter into it is offered 
because of what Jesus has done for us. 
It’s there for us to take, if only we will. 
He’s paid for it.

When you enter into a living relationship 
with God and take possession of this 
property it’s as if you discover there’s 
much more of the house than you ever 
imagined. At first, it’s as if you live in a 
few small rooms then you open a door 
and you discover even more rooms 
in the house – and they’re the most 
spacious, beautiful, lavishly decorated 
rooms.  And you wonder why you hadn’t 
discovered them before. It’s like that as 
we keep on moving on and discovering 
the special service God has for us now. 
And if God has called us to serve him in 
some new way, he will equip us for it.

Many years ago, when someone invited 
me to help with youth work in a church, 
I wasn’t sure whether it really was for 
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Dr Paul Haimes Dr Mihaly Saary

Down at the Doctors Healthy Eating Recipe

I trust you all had a nice summer 
and managed to get away for a 
break even if, like me, you stayed in 
good old Blighty!

Covid-19 booster vaccinations will 
take place at Bishops Stortford 
Football Club and will begin in 
October. Separately, we will be 
running our Flu vaccinations on 
Saturdays at Little Hadham Village 
Hall beginning in September with 
the over 65’s.

YOU WILL BE CONTACTED 
REGARDING APPOINTMENTS 
FOR THESE VACCINATIONS 
SO PLEASE DO NOT RING THE 
SURGERY.

Housebound patients will also be 
contacted once we know more 
about the local provision for this.

In the week beginning 16th August 
we sent out 4600 texts to all over 
18’s with a mobile phone number 
on our records in keeping with a 
new NHS initiative called Cancel 
Out Cancer. If interested, you will 
be guided to a series of webinars 
so that you can learn about early 
cancer signs and symptoms plus 
the value of screening. There will 
also be lifestyle advice that may 
help prevent cancer and a session 
explaining what cancer is and isn’t, 

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

including some myth-busting.

Finally, I am told that we still have 
800 adults for whom we have no 
mobile phone number on file. As 
we are relying more and more 
on text messaging for informing 
patients when their medication is 
ready for collection, for booking 
vaccination appointments and for 
using the e-consult facility, I urge 
you to let us have your updated 
contact details.

With best wishes

VM11 

SWEET POTATO AND 
          CHICKPEA TAGINE 
Serves 4  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1. Heat the olive oil in a 

large, heavy-based pan 
over medium heat. Add 
the onions and cook, 
stirring occasionally, until 
the onions are soft. Add 
the garlic, ginger, cumin 
and cinnamon and cook, 
stirring for 1 to 2 minutes. 

 
2. Add the stock and the 

saffron threads in their 
water. Bring to the boil. 

 
3. Add the sweet potato, 

reduce heat, cover and 
simmer until the sweet 
potato is tender. 

 
4. Add the chickpeas and beans and simmer until the beans are bright 

green and tender; stir through the honey and season with salt and 
fresh ground black pepper. 

 
Serve on a bed of couscous, topped with plain yoghurt and 

chopped coriander 

o Olive oil – 2 TBSP 
o Onion, finely chopped – 1 large 
o Garlic, crushed – 2 cloves 
o Fresh ginger, grated – 2 tsp 
o Ground cumin – 2 tsp 
o Cinnamon stick - 1 
o Vegetable stock – 400ml 
o Saffron threads – ½, soaked in 3 TBSP 

cold water  
o Sweet potato, keep the peel on and cut 

into small cubes – 400g 
o Chickpeas, drained – 1 can 
o Green beans, trimmed and cut into short 

lengths 
o Honey – 1 TBSP 

 
To serve 

o Steamed couscous 
o Plain yoghurt or non–dairy e.g. Alpro 
o Coriander, chopped  
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the hall will be open again at 
2.30pm.  Please wear a face 
mask inside the hall. Hope to 
see you there.
Please return your cups to Karin 
if not already done so.
The club is raffling pots 
of ready planted bulbs 
at the Craft Fair on the 
12th September. 

This year our Autumn Show 
is on the 5th September in 
Little Hadham Village Hall.  
Entry Forms to be with Gail 
Ellis or Karin Green by the 
end of Friday 3rd September.  
All exhibits must be staged 
between 8.15am and 9.45am 
on Sunday 5th September and 
judging starts at 10.00 am. To 
find out how you did against 
the competition, or just to see 
the wonderful array of entries, 

Little Hadham Gardening Club
Anne Willett

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Web Design & Social Media
Packaging
Adverts & Marketing
Copywriting & Typesetting

Hello! I’m a graphic designer based in the 
village. I specialise in helping small 

businesses reach their full potential and 
attract new audiences.

Follow me     thehumbleline to see my latest 
projects, design tips & more.

www.thehumbleline.com
anne@thehumbleline.com

Does your branding reflect your 
unique personality?

Michaelmas Daisies

Little Hadham Gardening Club Autumn Show 5th September 2021
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Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council Meetings are 
now back in the VILLAGE HALL.  
It is the ambition of the Parish 
Council to have an individual or 
agency attend each Parish Council 
meeting to update us on a topic of 
interest and to give parishioners 
an opportunity to ask questions 
and represent their views. The 
Environment Agency presentation 
will be the first of these items. If 
there are any topics you would 
like to see covered, please do let 
the Clerk know or come along and 
suggest it in person at the next 
meeting on 7th September 

clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 
07825 0119750

Back left: Seamus McLoughlin (GRAHAM Project Manager), Centre 
back: Dave Woodcock (GRAHAM Project Director), Centre back: 
County Cllr. Graham McAndrew, Front left: Richard Mardell (Parish 
Cllr), Centre front: Ruby-the-dog, Centre front: Carole Page (Parish 
Clerk), Front right: Tony Reeves-Hoodless (Parish Cllr)

Update on the Pudding Stone

Earlier this summer the Bypass team delivering the A120 Bypass and Flood 
Alleviation Scheme discovered a large puddingstone approximately 100 
yards east of the Albury Tributary weighing around 3.5 tonnes. Hertfordshire 
puddingstone is the county’s geological claim to fame and is a hard mass of 
flint pebbles, held together by a plain grey sandstone. The Bypass team worked 
with Little Hadham Parish Council to find the stone a suitable home in the heart 
of the community for all to enjoy.  A commemorative plaque will be placed by 
the stone in due course.

October 5th Parish Council 
Meeting 

The following will be presented to 
the meeting:

Parish Council Meeting 
Dates:

7th September 
5th October 
2nd November 
7th December

Agendas are posted on 
noticeboards and the 
Little Hadham Parish 
Council website.

1. An overview of what the flood 
alleviation measures are and how 
they work

2. The benefits from the flood 
alleviation measure and reduction 
in flood risk to various parts of the 
parish

3. A reminder of the current flood 
zone map and guidance on how 
this will be updated

4. How the benefits of the scheme 
can be made known to insurers 
and other insurance support
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

With summer nearly over (did it 
ever arrive!), we start back after 
the summer holidays with our 
Art, Craft and Gift Fair.  We are 
fully booked with a great variety 
of stalls inside and out so please 
spread the word amongst your 
friends and family and support 
us in this fundraising event 
on Sunday 12th September 
between 10.30 – 4pm.  The 
new kitchen will be open for 
refreshments during this time so 
come and have a look at what we 
have been up to over the past 17 
months..

Tickets are now on sale for the 
Bingo evening which is to raise 
money towards a new boiler so 
again we need your support so 
we can reach our target of £3000  
We have sold nearly a third of the 
tickets already so please don’t 
leave it to the last moment as 
we have a limit on the number 
of tickets available so we can 
continue to remain safe and 
comfortable in our hall.  This event 
will take place on October 17th 
which is hopefully just before our 
new windows are installed.

You may be interested to know 
that the Antiques fair is to restart 
very soon and hopefully all our 
groups and activities will have 
returned by the autumn.  

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

For further information on any of the 
above please contact Jan Williamson:  
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 
or 01279 771 272 / 07710 325363

The Much Hadham Health Centre 
will be holding the flu clinics at 
the hall again this year and will be 
able to deal with bigger numbers 
due to the relaxation of Covid 
rules.  I understand that the covid 
booster that will be available won’t 
be done at the village hall but will 
take place at the Bishop’s Stortford 
Football Club.

Over the past year we have 
had some of our Management 
Trustees retire after many years of 
service to our village hall.  We are 
therefore looking for some new 
people who have an interest in 
village life and this precious village 
facility that has been entrusted 
to us to look after.  We have an 
enormous task in its refurbishment 
and future storage extension and 
would welcome some new faces 
onto our committee.  I have been 
Chairman now for nearly 3 ½ 
years and will be standing down 
at the end of my 5 year term in 
January 2023 so it is important 
that we keep generating new and 
enthusiastic people to take on the 
responsibility of looking after the 
village hall.  We are all volunteers 
and without new people joining us 
the risk of the village hall shutting 
due to lack of Management 
Trustees is worrying.  

We are still running our digital 
workshops and welcome new 
people to join us for some IT 
support and a cup of tea and 
cake.  We are happy to take 
people in from other villages 
besides Little Hadham so please 
spread the word to your friends 
and neighbours.

The Red Chair film club is 
now renewing memberships 
for September so if you are 
interested membership forms 
can be obtained from the village 
hall or post office. 

We are also looking for more 
volunteers to help us with our 
fundraising events on the day 
and every little helps even if it 
is setting up and dismantling.  
None of us are getting any 
younger and some fresh 
volunteers are most welcome.  

Fresh, local, seasonal, food, artisan bread 
& organic veg boxes, ethical homewares 

10am - 5pm, 
10am - 5pm, 
11am- 5pm
8.30am - noon*   

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday: 
Saturday:        

OPENING HOURS

* Except the last Saturday in the month, when 
you will find us running the Farmers' Market 
at Little Hadham Primary School 

little-hadham-stores.simpleshop.com
Order fresh bread, veg boxes & weekly specials online at:-

Traditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236
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Welcoming our visitors back! 

Visitors have been enjoying our free 
annual exhibition “Why Paint a Wall?” 
and the opportunity to see the wall 
paintings here in a new light. 

An exploration of Hadham’s Newce 
family circle, throughout the reigns 
of the Tudor Kings and Queens, puts 
them at the heart of tumultuous 
national events. Executions, 
international intrigues, court gossip, 
royal matchmaking and plenty of jail 
time feature in our story. 

The exhibition also features Tudor 
objects from our collection, real 
Treasures found by local metal 
detectorists and wonderful replica 
costumes made by Megan Doyle. 

Due to the small scale of our 
buildings, we will continue to 
implement COVID safety measures 
and to encourage mask-wearing 
indoors for the safety of our staff, 
volunteers and visitors until further 

notice. If you are passing and don’t 
have a mask, don’t worry we have 
free masks to offer visitors.

Volunteer Sessions

It has been great to have volunteers 
back at the museum again. If you 
would like to join our collections 
team, working on everything 
from conservation to cataloguing 
to research, we work on the 
collection every Friday from 11am 
and on occasional Wednesdays 
by arrangement.

Recently the team have completed 
an initial assessment of the Little 
Hadham Tithe maps and records. Get 
in touch or just turn up on Fridays if 
you would like to join in.

Another Way To Donate To The 
Museum

Did you know that East Herts Council 
run a Lottery? If you buy tickets and 
select Hadham Museum as your 
cause, the museum receives half of 
the money with an extra 10% shared 
among local good causes! 

Cristina Harrison
hadham.museum@btinternet.com

hadham.museum@btinternet.com | 01279 843301 | 07483 113345 

www.hadhammuseum.org.uk    @HadhamMuseum

Much Hadham
Outdoor Movie 
Experience



Gilly B Interiors
Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings. 

Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA 
01992 276082 / 07710 146941  www.interiorsbygillyb.com  enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com     

Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm  Monday & Saturday client appointment by request      
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Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Contact details:

T: 01279 776 112 | M: 07817 633 713 | E: wendyforgham@hotmail.com

The summer months are swiftly 
passing by and sadly, for various 
reasons, we have been unable to 
return to the village hall as intended.
Apologies for the previous 
unavoidable cancellations and 
thank you to everyone who 
offered to relieve me of any 
perishable goods and baked items. 
Thankfully, most found good homes 
and the remainder were popped 
into the freezer. 
Come rain or shine, the doors of 
Little Hadham Village Hall will be 
opening for our Afternoon Teas 
on Thursday 23rd September 
between 2 and 4 pm. 
For those of you who fancy 
something a little stronger than a 
pot of tea, the bubbly will be on ice!
Please do contact me if you require 
transportation to or from the hall.
In the meantime, I shall be busying 
myself in the kitchen making trays 
of old fashioned coconut ice, fudge 
and peppermint creams for Little 
Hadham’s Art, Craft & Gift Fair on 
Sunday 12th September. 

I look forward to seeing you soon.
Take care and very best wishes.
Wendy

Specialists in bespoke 
timber and aluminium 

windows and doors.

Contact us today for a
free no-obligation quote

or 01920 823390
07862 959407

Alternatively email: info@hadhamgroup.com or visit www.hadhamgroup.com

10%
off

quote LHPN10
when ordering

SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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DQR Wills & Probate Ltd is a local, 
family run company based in Standon, 
offering fixed price Will Writing, Estate 
Planning and Probate Administration 
services.  The company was launched 
in 2019 by Emma Quinton, who has 
10 years experience in this often 
complex field.  

"I launched DQR Wills & Probate to 
follow my passion for helping others 
secure the future of their families.  
This interest was initially sparked 
due to personal experience, having 
seen the wide ranging repercussions 
of family members dying intestate 
(without a valid Will) and was furthered 
by spending several years working for 
two specialist probate firms.  I gained 
extensive experience in Inheritance 
Tax (IHT) and probate administration, 
working with hundreds of clients and 
families successfully guiding them 
through the probate process.  This 
included estates where the Testator 
had left a Will, but more often than not 
I dealt with situations where no valid 
Will had been left." 

A member of the Society of Will 
Writers, Emma provides a highly 
personalised service including free 
consultations via video call.  Advice 
is available about writing or updating 
your Will, organising Lasting Powers 
of Attorney, and obtaining a Grant of 
Probate if a loved one has recently 
passed.  When not working, Emma 
is kept very busy with her two 
young children. 

Get to Know Your Local Businesses
This Month: DQR Wills & Probate

website: www.atkinsarb.co.uk

email: office@atkinsarb.co.uk

Contact us for a quotation: 
07875 444 175

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered

All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares

81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk

M: 07966 078371
E:  Jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk
W:    www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com

Bathroom Renovations,  Boiler Installation & Servicing,
 General Plumbing 

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG     
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979  •  ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED 

•  DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
•  EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
•  AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
•  DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
•  FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
•  HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
•  PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
•  TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
•  WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
•  CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR  
    SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
•  WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
•  SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
•  VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

    HERTFORD TV SERVICE
         Tel: 01992 552955   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk    

MEMBER

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of 
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate 
Administration 
Inheritance Tax and 
Estate Planning

01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate 

Member of The Society 
of Will Writers

TRUSTED 
STANDON BASED 
WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service, 
I offer free advice and will guide you 

through your options.
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At last, some warmer weather and 
with it, an increase on moths visiting 
the garden light trap. Presently (15th 
August) catching on average 80 
moths of 40 species per night but 
nothing too exciting apart from a rare 
micro, Caloptilia honoratella. This 
is a moth previously only found at 
one site in the county, a Stevenage 
garden where it was first recorded 
Spring 2020 and then four times this 
Spring. So, a 2nd county site record 
and 6th county sighting.

A Norfolk visit in mid-August gave 
up a few good birds, most notably a 
Pacific Golden Plover, a rare passing 
migrant to the UK and my first 
sighting of this bird here although I 
have seen a fair few in Sri Lanka. Not 
often I come across a new British 
bird these days, so most pleasing.

Tickets for my presentation at the 
South Mill Arts Centre entitled 
Lockdown 365 are selling well. The 
evening is a Mayor’s Charity Event 
with all proceeds being split between 
Isobel Hospice and MindGarden, 
the Learning Centre I have helped 
establish in Galle, South West Sri 
Lanka. I shall be sharing amusing 
stories from over 50 years of nature 
watching whilst also showing photos 
of the species I noted in our garden 
as from LockDown Day, 23rd March 
2020 and the following 365 days. 
In total, an amazing 874 species of 
creatures. Both charities would be 
most grateful for your support for 
this evening, with a complimentary 

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com

drinks reception beforehand. Tickets 
at www.southmillart.co.uk and search 
for Lockdown 365. Date for this event 
is Friday 8th October. No charge 
is being made for theatre hire nor 
technicians, so 100% of proceeds will 
go to the charities. Look forward to 
seeing you there and many thanks for 
your support.

Black Arches Moth

Oak Eggar - a large moth

Caloptilia Honoratella

Ceonosia Tigrana

Pacific Golden Plover

Chrysotoxum festivum, a hoverfly

Female Merlin, an escaped falconer's bird.

Moon rising over Spellbrook

Curlew

Purple Thorn Moth
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NOTICEBOARD

Calling all Thespians!  
We always welcome new members, 
new talent and with new ideas to join 
the Group, all skills are needed: actors, 
singers, dancers, carpenters, set 
builders and especially tea-making!  

This year's show will be a change from 
the traditional Panto:

“Alice in Pantoland”
There will be the usual ingredients—
music and dancing, the famous Men's 
Dance, a witty script with terrible jokes, 
the lot, produced by Sue Wetherall.  

So how about coming along to our 
first rehearsal on Thursday, 9th 
September at 7.30 p.m. in Little 
Hadham Village Hall for the read-
through.  

No auditions - if you can sing you'll be 
in the chorus, if you are handy with 
a hammer or paintbrush you will be 
helping with the sets, and if you can 
wield a teapot you will be welcomed 
with opened arms.  Give it a go!

Is it fun?  Oh yes, it is!

Little Hadham Panto 
Group Quiz Night

6th November   
7.30 for 8pm  

£12 per head

Bread and cheese platter

Tables of up to 8

Raffle proceeds to L/H Village 
hall restoration

Please contact Eillen Booth 
01279771426  

lhbooths@gmail.com  
or pop in the Post Office to 

book a place.
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The Hundred 
Parishes Society
Tricia Moxey

Hedges have long been a significant 
feature of our landscapes. They 
reduce erosion and offer shelter 
and forage for livestock and wildlife. 
Over the centuries, nuts, berries, 
and herbs from the hedgerows have 
provided food and natural remedies 
too.  Woody material cut from 
pollarded hedgerow ash, elm and 
oak trees was once used as fuel or 
turned into useful objects. 
Hedges go back a long way: Roman 
farmers favoured a living hedge to 
mark out boundaries. Their value 
was recognised in 1567 guidance 
from the court at Felsted: “Any 
persons breaking any hedge or 
stealing wood be put next Sunday or 
holiday in the stocks for 2 hours at 
the least”.
50% of hedges have been lost since 
the late 1940s as farmers enlarged 
fields so bigger machines could 
operate, with the occasional forlorn 
oak tree as a feint reminder of a lost 
hedge. The former layout of hedges 
in any parish can be seen in 19th 
century tithe maps; comparison with 
current aerial maps will demonstrate 
what has been lost. The consequent 
loss of habitat is often blamed for 
reduction in species and biodiversity.
Today, hedges are again valued 
as wildlife corridors and as a 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

way to lock up carbon. There are 
encouraging signs of new hedgerow 
planting, for example in Saffron 
Walden and beside the B1051 
between Broxted and Thaxted. 
This summer, blackberry blossom 
has been much in evidence in the 
hedgerows so Autumn walkers 
may be in for a treat. Look out also 
for sloes that can be turned into 
delicious sloe gin. Many of our 
footpaths follow field edges beside 
hedgerows. If you are not yet 
familiar with the Society’s walking 
routes, please download one from 
our website – there are many to 
choose from and they range from 1 
mile upwards.

Field-edge footpath beside hedgerow

Fallow deer emerging from a hedgerowSloes, apples and rose hips in a hedgerow

Gatekeeper butterfly on blackberry bush



www.intalink.org.uk/hertslynx

Rapid on-demand travel  
at your fingertips 

with free Wi-Fi and USB charging

LAUNCHING 
19th SEPTEMBER!

COMING SOON!
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Coming Soon! The Herts Lynx 
on Demand Bus. 

Key town hub pick-up locations below: 

Interchange, Station Road BISHOP’S 
STORTFORD

Herts and Essex Hospital 1, Haymeads 
Lane BISHOP’S STORTFORD

Herts and Essex Hospital 2, Haymeads 
Lane BISHOP’S STORTFORD

There are over 200 stops within the 
DRT Free-Floating zone, but a list of 
all villages which are included are as 
follows: 

Buntingford • Puckeridge • Ashwell • 
Standon • Walkern • Weston • Braughing • 
Barkway • Dane End • Barley • Benington • 
Cottered • Furneux Pelham • Little Hadham 
• Graveley • Reed • Great Hormead • 
Hadham Ford • Hare Street • Therfield 

• Westmill • Hebing End • Hinxworth • 
Gravesend • Aspenden • Bygrave • Sandon 
• Clapgate • Brent Pelham • Buckland 
• Bury Green • Hay Green • Anstey • 
Ardeley • Chipping • Kelshall • Wallington 
• Hadham Hall • Roe Green • Wyddial • 
Haultwick • Sunny Mead • Jacks Hill • 
Rushden • Stocking Pelham • East End • 
Newnham • Little Hormead • Meesden 
• Nuthampstead • Wellpond Green • 
Albury • Cromer • Hamels Park • Old Hall 
Green • Wood End • Dassels • Hay Street 
• Clothall • Redhill • Great Munden • Snow 
End • Southern Green • Green End (East 
Hertfordshire) • Cradle End • The Willows 
• Herringworth Hall • Nasty • Throcking • 
Shaftenhoe End • Whempstead • Levens 
Green • Mill End (Sandon CP) • Pigs 
Green • Clay End • Green End (North 
Hertfordshire) • Green Street • Halls 
Green • Bromley • Parkside • Patient End • 
Westland Green • Mill End (Rushden CP) 
• Albury End • Braughing Friars • Church 
End (Little Hadham CP) • Cherry Green • 
Church End (Stocking Pelham CP) • Moor 
Green • Weston Park • Braughing Green 
End Cottages • Newsells • Reed End • 
Luffenhall • Hillside

In the next couple of weeks there will 
be a more detailed leaflet which will 
be posted to all post-codes in the 
service area via Royal Mail. Look out 
for yours. 
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VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured

This year really has been a very 
strange year. We had a cold April 
with at least 22 days of frost followed 
by a wet spring and now in August (I 
am writing this on the 6th of August) 
and it’s raining. For vineyards this 
really is not good weather. Although 
the grapes are growing well we need 
sunshine for the grapes to mature 
and for the sugar content to reach 
the levels to enable us to make a 
great sparkling wine. At the moment 
it’s not happening, let’s see how 
things develop. We are  continuing 
to work every day in the vineyard 
trimming the tops of the vines and 
taking out any laterals. We need the 
vines energy to go into the fruit. 

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

The Harvest 

The residents of Little Hadham and 
Much Hadham have been amazing 
in helping us bring in the harvest in 
late September/October. We don’t 
know the exact dates yet, it’s far 
too early to speculate. If you would 
like to volunteer to help us with the 
harvest please e mail us on info@
fouracresestate.co.uk. We will 
put you on the list and advise you 
of dates and timings. You are also 
welcome to bring your children. In 
the past we have managed to finish 
the harvest in three hours and have a 
BBQ for the volunteers. Your help in 
the past has been invaluable and we 
would welcome your support. 

 
All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 



 

We stock a selection of more than 
200 wines from most French wine 
regions including Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, a few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac.  
Delivery to all UK addresses. 

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |       thewinestoryclub

We have 6 bottle mixed 
cases starting at £58. Email 
us for full private catalogue 
or contact Thibault on the 
details below.

If you love life, then you’ll love 
The Wine Story Club

Your local independent Wine Merchant

www.thewinestoryclub.com

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

 

 

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
Est 1892 

Always here when you need us… 
 

• Arrangements in the comfort of your 
own home, if preferred 

• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Prepaid funeral planning services 
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to 

suit your wishes 

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk  ~  www.drobinson.co.uk 
 

79/81 South Street 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 

01279 655477 

3 Bullfields 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH 

01279 722476 
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Hasn’t the summer been up and down? 
Heat wave, thunderstorms and cool 
weather inbetween. Visitors have taken 
their chance and enjoyed the Gardens, 
sunshine or cloud: the sun has brought out 
the butterflies and there is always shade 
under the trees to provide relief, but on 
darker days the colours of the flowers really 
shine out and lift the spirits.
We are now very much hoping for an Indian 
Summer, for our Apple and Bees day on 19 
September and our final Sunday Open Day 
on 17 October.
We have been picking fruit and jamming, 
ready for our Apple Day. It was a good year 
for currants, but as ever we were not the 
only ones wanting the fruit…the birds and 
squirrels took their pick too, despite the 
netting! It should be a big raspberry and 
mulberry year too. 
On the Apple and Bees day on 19 
September we will be joined by local 
beekeepers, the East of England Apples 
and Orchards Project and the Friends 
of Cressing Temple. A local woodturner 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

will be demonstrating his craft and local 
coppicers will explain the importance 
of their work in our native woodlands. 
Bishop’s Stortford Ukelele Society will tonk 
out their toons again at the Gardens for 
the first time since 2019! We very much 
hope we will be able to return to the full 
range of activities we could provide before 
the pandemic – with crafts for children, 
apple, honey and produce tastings, as 
well as apple juicing. But we will of course 
keep this under review in the lead up 
to the event. What is certain, is that we 
will provide excellent bacon, cheese or 
hummus rolls; homemade cakes; and hot 
and cold drinks. 
Tickets will be available for the Open Day, 
obtainable through the Gardens website: 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk or our Facebook 
page or direct from Trybooking.com 
and after 1.00pm visitors may arrive and 
pay on the gate. Advance tickets are not 
required for the more limited offer on Open 
Thursdays – 11.00-3.00 pm – for details see 
our website.  



 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

High quality creative 
education for children 

from 3-11
Emphasis on nurturing each 

child as an individual.
Care provision from 7.45am to 6.00pm 

including excellent all day nursery.

A positive active ethos that 
strives for excellent personal 
and academic development.

By far the best way to 
find out about a school 

is to visit it. 
Please phone us on 

01279 771285 to make 
an appointment.
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All the covid induced doubts 
about whether the Olympics 
would go ahead - albeit a year 
late - were finally put to the 
sword and we were treated to a 
pretty flawless spectacle with 
superb competitive and stellar 
performances. If there is a spare 
gold medal around it should surely 
go to the Japanese hosts  who, 
from a position of being damned if 
they did and damned if they didn't, 
turned it into a huge success that 
was enjoyed by millions around 
the globe. I cannot imagine at 
what financial cost but not a 
whinge or a hint of shirking their 
commitment. I wonder how we 
Brits would be feeling if we were 
the hosts facing these huge costs 
and not a tourist in sight to help 
foot the bill. Bit sick I guess.
Team GB served us well with 
some fabulous performances and 
medals galore putting us fourth 
in the gold medal count. That 
magic golden dust has however 
not showered our Bowls Club 
as yet for not too many 'pots' are 
coming our way this season, at 
least not in the trophy sense. Our 
Senior team is our best hope of 
climbing above third place in the 
league but that took a knock when 
we met league leaders Elsenham. 
We had intended fielding our 

strongest squad to give us every 
chance but non availability of a 
couple of key players squashed 
that idea and we only managed 
to take 1 of the 6 available points. 
We took all 6 points against North 
Weald in the following match 
only to unexpectedly drop all 6 
against Saffron Walden five days 
later. With a fair wind second spot 
is still a possibility but only if we 
can conquer second spot holders 
Sawbridgeworth in a few days 
time. Exciting stuff.
Whilst the club's last competitive 
match is on 31 August and last 
friendly match on Sat-25 Sept. the 
Green will still be open until late 
September so there is still time 
to come along on a Wednesday 
evening and try your hand in 
readiness for next season. 6pm 
onwards - bring flat soled shoes.
You know you have been 
promising yourself!
Jack

Talking Bowls...or Something
Jack



+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 
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As most of you will have seen, the 
opening of the long awaited A120 
bypass has been delayed again. The 
expected completion date is now set to 
be winter 2021-22 - so possibly in use 
by next Spring if we are lucky! 

The team have passed a milestone last 
month though with the completion of 
the Mill Mound Bridge which is the final 
major structure. It will carry a bridleway 

A120 Bypass Update
Anne Wright

over the new road and provide farm 
access and allow animals such as deer 
to cross safely.

Barn Owl box installed by the team on a mature 
tree in open woodland to provide the perfect 
alternate nesting location.



Your local service provider for all effluent and 
liquid waste removal including:

• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient 
service at a very competitive rate.

For a free quotation, and site visit if required, 
please call us on: 

01279 504638 
01371 873003

or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

My Covid lockdown madness  
resulted in me buying a few chickens. 
Well, more than a few, in fact. I 
started with a dozen youngsters, 
a combination of brown and black 
birds. They were only 9 weeks old, 
so it was a long time bringing them 
into adulthood and the resulting egg 
laying possibilities. But before that 
happened, our eager-beaver egg 
supplier produced a dozen more 
chickens, this time brown ones who 
were so keen to get into my good 
books, that they laid eggs in the box in 
which they were delivered!

For whatever reason, I never took 
to them. Yes, they were soon laying 
lovely brown eggs, but... as a group... 
they never appealed to me – and vice 
versa – and so when the first fox came  
along, killed a couple and rushed off 
with a third, I took it relatively well as all  
part of farming life.

Even when one of the remaining birds  
started eating a newly-laid egg every 
day, although it irked me, I tolerated it.

Meanwhile, back in the other 
henhouse, my lovely black and brown  
birds were thriving. Soon we had a 
glut of eggs every day.

And so life continued, relatively 
peacefully, until our now free-range 
20-strong girls decided to roam. 
After a spate of motorists returning 
said chickens, with their nine lives 
rapidly decreasing, one failed to make 
it back. Then another hungry fox 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

(when are they not hungry?) put in an 
appearance and claimed the lives of 
two more.

We still allowed the chickens  
freedom. My carefully planned 
containerised flowers took quite a 
beating. I can now give all would-
be chicken fanciers, the short list 
of those which chickens will leave 
alone... and the extremely long list 
of others which the chickens will 
consume with great speed!

And that brings us to last week. Enter 
the fox once more.. and we are now 
left with a total of seven laying birds, 
and Brenda, our elderly retainer who 
is probably four years old now, was 
one of our original birds pre-Covid  
times, and  is  the best looking one of  
the bunch!

Free range they are no longer. My 
chicken days are almost spent. Only 
my garden has  benefitted from all this 
foul play!

Is it any wonder that some people 
decide to pay for their doctoring? I have 
a heart problem and was told to get an 
ECG appointment at the local hospital. 
Within days I was given a telephone 
consultation with a delightful sounding 
doctor. He said he would schedule 
an appointment for me to have some 
tests. And sure enough, the date came 
through this morning... for the end of 
February 2022!



Wednesday 1st  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 8th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 15th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Saturday 18th  4.00pm  800th Anniversary Service St Andrew's
Wednesday 22nd  9.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark) 
   10.00am Little Hadham Communion (Steve) 
Wednesday 29th   9.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark) 

Parish Services September 2021 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

All are welcome to join our services which are now in Church - please 
book in. Sunday services are also streamed via Zoom at 9.15am 

To book in and for Zoom details and link please contact the Rectory:  
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.

Trinity 14

5th Sept
Trinity 15 

12th Sept
Trinity16 

19th Sept
Trinity 17 

26th Sept

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Tim

9.15am

Harvest Festival 
Service

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Tim

11.15am

Worship4All

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

Services 
at other 

Churches

8 am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 
St Thomas 

Perry Green 
Michael


