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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at a 
time. We can also insert flyers for 
a small fee. You can also make a 
donation to the magazine, contact 
the editor for details. 

2 3

Hospitality is all about 
offering a welcome, 
and as we continue 
to open up, I’m 
looking forward to expressing a warm 
welcome in many ways. 

This August, we’re opening the 
church doors wide as we celebrate 
our patronal festival at St Mary’s 
Albury. 15 August is the day in our 
church calendar when we remember 
Mary so everyone will be welcome 
to our special morning service 
and also to join us from midday for 
teas and children’s activities in and 
around the church.

September sees our postponed 
800th anniversary events taking place 
at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham. All are 
welcome to come to the celebrations 
in Church Lane and also to the 
special service for whole village.

We’re also preparing to offer a special 
welcome to our animal friends at St 
Cecilia’s, Little Hadham. We were 
getting ready to hold our Pet Service 
last year but it had to be postponed. 
We hope to go ahead this September. 
Look out for the date in the next 
magazine, on our website and our 
Facebook page. All are welcome – 
especially your pets!

As the life of our communities and 
the life of our churches continues to 
open up, our churches look forward 
to living out God’s love in acts of 
hospitality. All are welcome!

Every Blessing. 

Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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What comes to mind if I mention the 
word ‘hospitality’? 

Perhaps your thoughts turn to the 
hospitality industry that has been so 
adversely affected by the pandemic. 
It’s been a particularly difficult time 
for hotels, restaurants, pubs and 
many other businesses in this sector. 
In our villages, we are immensely 
grateful to the way in which our pubs 
have adapted throughout successive 
lockdowns and easing of restrictions. 
Together with so many more across 
our villages, I’d like to say a big ‘thank 
you’ to all at The Bull in Much Hadham, 
The Nag’s Head in Little Hadham, The 
Hoops in Perry Green and the Prince 
of Wales in Green Tye. And welcome to 
Mitch and the team at The Catherine 
Wheel in Albury, it’s great to see the 
village pub open once again.

As restrictions have been relaxed, 
it’s been good to be able to welcome 
our neighbours and friends not only 
into our gardens but, once again, 
into our homes. Once again, we’ve 
been able to give hospitality and 
receive hospitality. Hospitality was 
very important among Jesus’ people, 
hospitality really mattered. Talking to 
his first followers, Jesus said: if people 
welcome you, they’re welcoming 
me – and they’re welcoming the God 
who sent me. St Paul encouraged the 
early Christians to extend hospitality 
to strangers. Moreover, hospitality is 
even considered to be a spiritual gift – 
a special God-given ability to open up 
your home and give a warm welcome. 



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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Dr Paul Haimes Dr Mihaly Saary

Down at the Doctors Healthy Eating Recipe

Despite easing of restrictions 
on 19th July, NHS England have 
advised that patients, staff and 
visitors must continue to wear face 
coverings in healthcare settings 
and must continue to follow social 
distancing rules. This will allow the 
most vulnerable people to safely 
attend hospitals and GP surgeries.

Like everywhere else, our practice 
has experienced a surge in Covid 
cases with 47 in the 3 weeks to 
15th July and rising at an alarming 
rate of 5-8 per day! A couple of our 
staff have had to self-isolate and 
this has put pressure on others. 
Therefore, we will not be making 
any significant changes for at least 
another month, although we have 
been seeing more patients face to 
face in the last few weeks and have 
started to reinstate some other 
services such as minor surgery.

On a positive note, by the time you 
read this we should have a new 
stock control system running in 
the dispensary. The doctors and 
some senior staff worked over 
the weekend of 17th/18th July in 
order to count/scan our drug stock 
onto the new system and we hope 
that this will, ultimately, improve 
our service. Meanwhile, we thank 
you for your continued patience in 
these difficult times.

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

Finally, in spite of all these 
continued measures regarding 
Covid, vaccination is our only 
real route back to some sort of 
normality. We have had a very 
good uptake amongst our patients 
but there are still some, especially 
the younger adults, who haven’t 
been jabbed!

PLEASE GET VACCINATED !!!

Keep safe, Best wishes

Dr Paul Haimes
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Caponata Siciliana 
Source:www.woolfit.com/siciliana.htm 
Serves 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Fry aubergines till 

brown, set aside.  
 
2. Add more oil and fry 

the onions till softened. 
 
3. Add blanched celery, 

tomatoes, pine nuts, 
capers, olives and fry 
till the celery is tender  

 
4. Season with salt and pepper 
 
5. Now add the aubergines, some of the basil and cook 

further for 8-10 minutes. 
 
6. Add sugar and vinegar and cook for another 5 minutes.  
 
 
               Serve with some basil on top  

o Aubergines, small cubed – 1kg 

o Olive oil – 100ml ( 7 TBSP) 

o Onions, roughly chopped – 2 

o Celery hearts (the most tender centre 

parts incl leaves) coarsely chopped and 

blanched -2 

o Tomato pulp (e.g. Italian bottled 

passata) - 400g 

o Pine nuts -30g 

o Salted capers, rinsed well -25g 

o Pitted olives - 200g 

o Basil leaves - handful  

Keep some for garnish 

o Caster sugar – 1 TSP 

o White wine vinegar - 50ml 
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Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council Meetings are now back in the VILLAGE HALL  The Chair 
of the Village Hall has worked hard to make the hall Covid friendly.  It is a safe 
environment to meet.

Parish Council Meeting Dates:

7th September 
5th October 
2nd November 
7th December

Agendas are posted on noticeboards 
and the Little Hadham Parish Council 
website.

The Queen’s Green Canopy 
(QGC) 

Is a unique tree planting initiative 
created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which 
invites people from across the United 
Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the 
Jubilee.”  Everyone from individuals 
to Scout and Girlguiding groups, 
villages, cities, counties, schools and 
corporates will be encouraged to play 
their part to enhance our environment 
by planting trees from October, when 
the tree planting season begins, 
through to the end of the Jubilee year 
in 2022. With a focus on planting 
sustainably, the QGC will encourage 
planting of trees to create a legacy in 
honour of The Queen’s s  leadership 
of the Nation, which will benefit 
future generations. 

The parish council would like to 
know what you think of us taking 
part in this initiative.  Please pass 
any comments onto the clerk)

Footpath News - Bury Green 

(below is a letter regarding some 
changes to the footpath at Millfield 
Lane.

Dear Neighbour My name is Katie 
Singer. Some of you may know my 
Father, John Elton Barratt, now 91, 
who lives at Millfield Cottage, on 
Millfield Lane. He has lived there 
for over 60 years and I was born 
and brought up there and I still live 
locally. I am writing to you about the 
footpath that runs from Cradle End, 
crosses Millfield Lane and carries on 
down to the village via the polo field. 
When I was growing up, the footpath 
from Cradle End used to cross 
straight over Millfield Lane through 
the field entrance on the opposite 
side. However, in 1987, when my 
parents bought a little corner of land 
from Jimmy Harvey to grow basket 
willow the entrance to the footpath 
was moved to its current position. 
No one is quite sure why! In the past 
the staggered crossing has been 
fine but in recent years the lane has 
become much faster and busier, and 
a near accident a couple of years 
ago made us realise that there was 
a problem with walker safety. So for 
the last couple of years we have been 
working with Herts County Council 
to reinstate the direct crossing over 
the lane where there is optimum 

visibility both ways down the lane. 
To this end Michael Harvey has 
very kindly sold us another slither of 
land. However, as many of you will 
know we have issues with flooding 
which not only affects the field, the 
current footpath and our car park 
but also reaches the house. So next 
week we are starting work to put 
in a land drain and raise the level 
of the land/fill in the dip so that 
everyone will have dry feet! Once 
the work has been completed to 
the satisfaction of Herts County 
Council then we will continue our 
application to divert the path. In the 
meantime the correct footpath still 
runs between our garden hedge 
and the willow patch. So if you see 
some activity by Millfield Cottage 
you’ll know what it’s all about. I think 
we’ve had enough horrid surprises 
recently. It feels like we are under 
siege. By the way, when we have 
finished the path any space left will 
be used to expand the willow patch. 
Although my Mother died 3 years 
ago the willow is still harvested for 
baskets by the Hertfordshire Basket 
Group. If you have any questions or 
suggestions please do get in touch. 
It is very important to us that we get 
this right.  
With many thanks 

Katie Singer 

01279 777712  
07732 454055  
John.singer@btinternet.com

Little Hadham Parish Council Clerk 
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com 
01920 870809

Fresh, local, seasonal, food, artisan bread 
& organic veg boxes, ethical homewares 

10am - 5pm, 
10am - 5pm, 
11am- 5pm
8.30am - noon*   

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday: 
Saturday:        

OPENING HOURS

* Except the last Saturday in the month, when 
you will find us running the Farmers' Market 
at Little Hadham Primary School 

little-hadham-stores.simpleshop.com
Order fresh bread, veg boxes & weekly specials online at:-
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

By the time this goes to print 
restrictions will be lifted.  As a 
community building it is felt by our 
governing body that we still have a 
duty to act responsibly especially to 
our clinically vulnerable or not yet 
fully vaccinated residents.  Consider 
wearing a mask in crowded areas, 
continue to wash your hands regularly 
and isolate when required.  So with 
this advice in mind we shall continue 
to leave in place the booking system 
for our Community Café, Digital 
Improvers Workshop and Red Chair 
Cinema Club.  This enables us to 
reserve tables for coffee morning 
where I can still ensure that 
reasonable distance is maintained 
and that I can still add that extra bit 
of protection to my special attendees 
who have trusted us to run our 
events safely.  

Digital Improvers Workshop 

Our Digital Improvers group is 
growing weekly with new people 
attending each week.  They come 
from Much Hadham, Albury, 
Bishop's Stortford and other villages 
along the Ash Valley.  We have many 
great volunteers who feel this is a 
worthwhile activity which we all get 
something from!  We will continue 
these workshops throughout August 
and if the demand is there we hope 
they will continue into next year. 
Again it is useful for us to have 
an idea of numbers for safety and 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

For further information on any of the above please contact Jan Williamson:  
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk or 01279 771 272 / 07710 325363

adequate support.  Workshop is 2pm 
– 3.30 every Wednesday afternoon.  
There is no charge and we offer a 
lovely cuppa and cake!

Wearing Masks

The wearing of masks will be down 
to the individuals and group leaders 
who run the clubs.  Speaking to many 
of our residents people are happy to 
continue wearing masks until seated 
and book a place if asked.

Mums Matter

We have a new group that has started 
up on a Monday morning and is being 
financially support by the Ash Valley 
Community Hub to which I am a 
member.  It is called Mums Matter and 
is open to Mums and baby/toddlers 
of all ages for Mums to connect with 
other local Mums.  It is every Monday 
and is from 10am – 11.30am with 
refreshments.  There is no charge but 
donations are welcome.

Art, Craft and Gift Fair

The Art, Craft and Gift Fair is 
fully booked with over 30 stalls/
refreshments so please put it in your 
diaries for Sunday 12th September 
10.30 – 4pm and spread the word 
amongst your friends and groups.

New Boiler Needed

Another disappointment – A few 
weeks back we noticed that the floor 
in the kitchen was starting to bubble 
where the boiler room is. After closer 
inspection we noticed a lot of water 
on the floor dripping from the boiler.  
To cut a long story short the boiler has 
had it and needs replacing.  We have 
had to drain it down to save on further 
damage to the floor and quotes are 
now being sort after.  

Bingo!

Coming soon -  Bingo organised by our 
friendly Polling Station Clerks.  When I 
met them in May they were impressed 
with all the things we are doing and 
wanted to help us raise some money. 
So we are joining forces with them to 
have a fun evening of Bingo and raise 
money towards a new boiler!!!

There are many ways to support our 
Village Hall and volunteering is a very 
rewarding way indeed.  Another good 
way is to just support our fundraising 
events and come along and have fun!  
It’s all in a good cause.

Coffee Mornings

Coffee morning 2nd Thursday of 
each month

Next one 12th August 10am – 12 
noon

Fresh coffee, homemade treats, 
bacon sandwiches and more.

Classes Update

If you are interested in adult tap 
classes for the autumn Miss Hannah 
from Fancy feet is interested in 
starting classes.  If you would like to 
join call 07538 262835 to register an 
interest.  Here are some of the classes 
that have already been running for the 
past few weeks:-

Monday 
Mums Matter, Badminton

Tuesday  
Art from the start, Brownies

Wednesday 
Digital workshop, Fitsteps

Thursday  
Monthly community café, monthly 
afternoon tea, weekly barre ballet 
and Judo

Friday 
Fancy feet dance academy for 
children, monthly Cinema, Indoor 
bowls

Saturday 
Available for private hire

If you would like to book a place for 
any of our events above or would 
like to know more about our groups 
please contact Jan Williamson on the 
details below.
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Open again from Friday July 23rd! 

We are opening our new exhibition 
“Why Paint a Wall?” to welcome visitors 
back to the museum. 

In 1576 William Newce commissioned 
a scheme of elaborate wall paintings 
for the entry hall to his office at Forge 
House in Much Hadham. A display of 
his family’s status and a show of loyalty 
to the Queen ahead of her Progress 
through The Hadhams in 1578 would 
certainly have been astute, but recent 
research suggests that the Newce family 
may have had special reason to flatter 
the wisdom and majesty of Elizabeth.

An exploration of their lives from the 
reign of Henry VIII onward puts them 
at the heart of tumultuous events. 
Executions, international intrigues, 
court gossip, royal matchmaking and 
plenty of jail time feature for the Newce 
family circle throughout the reigns of 
the Tudor Kings and Queens. 

By the mid 1570s, the Newces have 
good reason to celebrate their Queen, 
depicting Her Majesty as King Solomon, 
wise in her Judgement, on their wall, for 
all to see.

The exhibition also features Tudor 
objects from our collection, wonderful 
replica costumes made by Megan Doyle 
and entry to the wall painting room.

Due to the small scale of our buildings, 
we will continue to implement COVID 
safety measures and mask-wearing 
indoors for the safety of our staff, 
volunteers and visitors until further 
notice. This does not apply to those who 
are medically exempt.

OPEN GARDENS – SUNDAY 4th 
JULY 12 noon – 5pm

It was wonderful to see visitors back 
at the museum site again after so 
long! The rain had dissipated before 
the garden opened and we were 
blessed with a pleasant weather in the 
afternoon. We welcomed around 200 
people, with the front garden and the 
newly opened views (after some tree 
surgery) in the back garden proving to 
be popular with guests.

A Free Way To Donate To The 
Museum
Did you know that if you join www.
easyfundraising.com and select 
Hadham Museum as your cause, that 
from that moment every time you 
do your normal shopping, retailers 
make a donation to the museum! It’s 
brilliant, it’s free and it takes 2 minutes 
to sign up. It would also make a huge 
difference to us at a difficult time, every 
penny counts!

Cristina Harrison
hadham.museum@btinternet.com

hadham.museum@btinternet.com | 01279 843301 | 07483 113345 

www.hadhammuseum.org.uk    @HadhamMuseum
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Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Contact details:

T: 01279 776 112 | M: 07817 633 713 | E: wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Watch This Space!

By the time you read this we should 
have had our first Afternoon Tea 
at Little Hadham Village Hall since 
Covid restrictions were lifted.

For those who felt that the time was 
not right for them to return to social 
gatherings we also had several 
requests for box deliveries.

If you are one of those people that 
prefer to have a box delivered to 
your door, or require transportation 
getting to and from the hall, please 
contact me on any of the numbers 
listed below.

Meanwhile, I shall return to my 
Afternoon Tea shopping list and 
leave you with a delightful memory 
from 2 years ago when Norman at 
just 7 weeks old decided he would 
like to help me with my baking.

Our next Afternoon Tea date will 
be Thursday 26th August between 
2 and 4 pm.

We shall once again look forward to 
seeing you then.

Take care and very best wishes 
Wendy

Specialists in bespoke 
timber and aluminium 

windows and doors.

Contact us today for a
free no-obligation quote

or 01920 823390
07862 959407

Alternatively email: info@hadhamgroup.com or visit www.hadhamgroup.com

10%
off

quote LHPN10
when ordering

 

 

Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
Est 1892 

Always here when you need us… 
 

• Arrangements in the comfort of your 
own home, if preferred 

• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Prepaid funeral planning services 
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to 

suit your wishes 

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk  ~  www.drobinson.co.uk 
 

79/81 South Street 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 

01279 655477 

3 Bullfields 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH 

01279 722476 
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I started Caring Companions in 
2007 after many years working in 
the social services and care sector. 
I wanted to keep my business small 
with the aim of providing a quality 
flexible service to elderly and 
vulnerable people. 

We are a small team working closely 
together, sharing good practice 
and always open to improving our 
work. Usually, our clients are initially 
assigned one or two Companions 
for a minimum of an hourly session 
so that they are not overwhelmed 
by “new faces” but have the time 
to start building a relationship. 
The number of sessions can vary, 
anything from once a week to four 
times a day, depending on need.

Hertford and Ware are our central 
towns but over the years we have 
spread outwards, more recently to 
the East Herts villages.

Whilst we happily do most care 
tasks we see our primary focus as 
helping people to improve their 
mental well being, and maintaining 
their independence. In recent 
months this has become an even 
more important factor in our work 
as we work through people’s fears 
about moving through lockdown 
and back to pre Covid days. I am 
always happy to talk through what 
we can offer your loved one. Please 
phone me on 07827 331 987 for an 
informal chat.

Get to Know Your Local Businesses
This Month: Caring Companions

website: www.atkinsarb.co.uk

email: office@atkinsarb.co.uk

Contact us for a quotation: 
07875 444 175

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered

All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares

81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk

M: 07966 078371
E:  Jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk
W:    www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com

Bathroom Renovations,  Boiler Installation & Servicing,
 General Plumbing 

UNIT 1B, FOXHOLES AVENUE, HERTFORD SG13 7JG     
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1979  •  ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED 

•  DIGITAL FREEVIEW AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
•  EXTRA TV POINTS and SKY PLAYBACK
•  AERIAL REPAIRS and STORM DAMAGE
•  DAB/FM AERIALS and COMMUNAL TV SYSTEMS
•  FREESAT HD, SKY+HD and SKY Q
•  HIDDEN DISH SPECIALISTS and FOREIGN SATELLITE
•  PLASMA/LCD/LED TV, AUDIO and DVD REPAIRS
•  TV WALL INSTALLATIONS and HIDDEN CABLES
•  WIRELESS BURGLAR INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
•  CCTV SYSTEMS IN FULL HD – WATCH ON YOUR TABLET OR  
    SMART PHONE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
•  WIFI ACCESS POINTS and DATA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION
•  SONOS and HOME CINEMA AUDIO SPECIALISTS
•  VIDEO DOOR ENTRY and INTERCOM SYSTEMS

    HERTFORD TV SERVICE
         Tel: 01992 552955   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk    

MEMBER
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As I write, (2 days after the deadline, 
oops!) the temperatures are rising 
and insects are becoming far more 
prevalent in our garden. 

The colourful, small Hoverfly, 
Episyrphus Balteatus is everywhere, 
also known as the Marmalade Fly. 
Large and Small white butterflies 
peruse potential nectar giving 
flowers whilst tachnid species of flies 
sun bath upon our patio. Overhead, 
a family of 4 Red kites circle on the 
thermals, the youngsters frequently 
calling with their distinctive 6 note 
call. This mew type call, similar to a 
buzzard but delivered much faster, 
with the final notes being shorter.

Wendy and I spent a few days in 
Norfolk, staying in Blakeney, where 
we did little apart from walk for a 
while and just enjoyed being in a 
different environment. Only our 
second away trip since March 2020. 
We returned Thursday 15th and I 
then set off on the Friday 16th at 
5am to pick up an American birder 
in Sheringham, who had booked 
me for a day guiding him around 
the North Norfolk bird hotspots. 
Moez hails from the Arizona desert 
and even though the temperatures 
reached 24C he still wore a jumper 
as, to him, it was a tad chilly! We 
recorded plenty of birds, butterflies, 
dragonflies and plants, many new to 
him, including the hugely rare these 
days, Turtle dove. 

Date for your diary: Sunday 1st 
August I plan to survey the butterfly 

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com

population in and around Millennium 
Wood. All welcome to join in. I shall 
have ID sheets to help. Children most 
welcome. Meet at the entrance to the 
wood at 11am. Email me at jforgham@
hotmail.com if you wish to participate. 
Look forward to seeing you. 

Lesser black backed gull robbing a 
Crow of it's food

Large Skipper Butterfly

Turtle Dove

Scarce Silver Lines

Episyrphus Balteatus Hoverfly

Yellowhammer

Volucel Pellescens Hoverfly

Sedge Warbler

Eyed Hawkmoth

Common Emerald

Common Buzzard
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NOTICEBOARD

Have a Hadham.

Calling all Thespians!  
We always welcome new 
members, new talent and with 
new ideas to join the Group, all 
skills are needed: actors, singers, 
dancers, carpenters, set builders 
and especially tea-making!  
This year's show will be a change 
from the traditional Panto: If you have had a bereavement 

prior to or during the pandemic 
and feel that you have been 

unable to talk about it because of 
national lockdown restrictions, I 
would like to hear from you with 

a view to starting  a small and 
friendly group monthly.

If you are interested in joining 
me for a chat and a cuppa and 
meet other people in similar 
circumstances please ring 

Jan Williamson 01279 771272 
or email: chairvillagehall@

littlehadham.org.uk

Recently Bereaved?

photo credit@rodnae.prod at Pexels

Are you using rat poison 
or similar to control 
your pest problem?

There have been a large number of dead 
wildlife found around the Ash area of the 
village. Have you noticed an increase in 
your garden? 

Some readers have lost beloved pets or 
livestock recently too. 

If you are using chemicals to combat 
pests please do so responsibly and 
consider your neighbours and wildlife 
around you. 

There are safe ways to deal with the 
problem. Please consider calling in 
professional advice rather than tackle 
it yourself. We have an excellent and 
humane local pest controller who 
advertises here in the Parish News, 
who would be happy to advise and help 
(please see opposite page for details).

“Alice in Pantoland”
There will be the usual ingredients—
music and dancing, the famous 
Men's Dance, a witty script with 
terrible jokes, the lot, produced by 
Sue Wetherall.  

So how about coming along to our 
first rehearsal on Thursday, 9th 
September at 8.00 p.m. in Little 
Hadham Village Hall for the read-
through.  

No auditions - if you can sing you'll 
be in the chorus, if you are handy 
with a hammer or paintbrush you 
will be helping with the sets, and if 
you can wield a teapot you will be 
welcomed with opened arms.  Give 
it a go!

Is it fun?  Oh yes, it is!
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The Hundred 
Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

On a recent visit to Thaxted’s Tourist 
Information Centre, I could not resist 
buying their new set of postcards, 
featuring some of the town’s well-
known views. Nowadays, it is quite 
unusual to see postcards for sale – and 
even rarer to receive one in the post. 
How times have changed.

Picture postcards became extremely 
popular in the UK after the introduction 
in 1902 of the format with a picture 
on the front and a divided back - half 
for the address and the other half for 
a message. Pictures were generally 
black and white but sometimes 
coloured. Popularity waned after 
the First World War but it remained 
customary to send postcards to family 
and friends from somewhere visited 
on holiday or a day out. That custom 
has now almost died out, no doubt due 
in part to the availability – albeit only 
in this century - of more immediate 
means of exchanging messages and 
photos electronically.

Many people used picture postcards 
for sending short messages. Until 
1918 it cost only an old halfpenny to 
send a card – that’s 480 cards for a 
Pound (today’s price is 66 pence per 
card). In those early days, there could 
be as many as five postal deliveries in 
a day, at least in towns, so it was not 
unreasonable to expect a reply the 
same day. 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

It wasn’t just seaside towns that sold 
postcards; almost every town and 
village had its own postcard or set 
of postcards. Within the Hundred 
Parishes, it seems that only one parish 
has never had a postcard – Flitch 
Green, which became a parish only 
in 2008. Many of those old cards 
have survived. They often provide a 
revealing insight into our past and 
into an earlier way of life, for example 
buildings, roads, transport and dress. 

Linton’s railway bridge

Wendens Ambo Church Path

Stanstead Abbotts High Street 1907

Saffron Walden High Street
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Hadham, and if this your first 
time, it’s good fun.
Look forward to seeing you soon.

The Autumn Show is on 
Sunday 5th September and will 
soon be upon us so have a look 
at the schedule to see what you 
could do. 
Schedules are available at the 
Post Office or phone Karin on 
771532 for a copy.  
There are 5 different classes, 
Flowers, Vegetables, Fruit, 
Domestic and a Junior Section,  
so why not have a go. You don’t 
need to be a member of the club, 
it’s open to all residents of Little 

Little Hadham Gardening Club
Anne Willett

We love to hear your gardening 
queries, if you have any questions 
about your garden or plants please 
email them to us at: 

littlehadhampn@gmail.com 

and Anne will get back to you. 
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             HAND CARVED MEMORIALS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS 
 A local craftsman making 

 beautiful memorials in 
  stone and wood using traditional 

  tools and techniques 

0077770011  002277004422  
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP 

simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk 

 
  HOUSE SIGNS  BIRDBATHS  BENCHES  PLAQUES 

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Web Design & Social Media
Packaging
Adverts & Marketing
Copywriting & Typesetting

Hello! I’m a graphic designer based in the 
village. I specialise in helping small 

businesses reach their full potential and 
attract new audiences.

Follow me     thehumbleline to see my latest 
projects, design tips & more.

www.thehumbleline.com
anne@thehumbleline.com

Does your branding reflect your 
unique personality?
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Silverleys Polo Club
William Mundy & Jade De Vere -Drummond

jade@silverleyspolo.com

Nestled next to Bury Green in Little 
Hadham are a few hundred acres 
of luscious grassland punctuated 
by stables, goalposts, a couple of 
swanky clubhouses, and a brand-
new state-of-the-art sand arena. But 
with a light-hearted atmosphere and 
growing range of facilities, Silver 
Leys Polo Club is quickly becoming 
much more than just a paradise for 
equestrian enthusiasts. Over the past 
year, the club has opened their doors 
to the public with a new ‘General 
Membership’ for a £20 annual fee and 
expanded their offering dramatically. 

Kyrah Fraser of Kynetics Sports 
Therapy brings everything from Pilates 
to physiotherapy to the club’s rapidly 
diversifying member base from her 
adorable ‘therapy hut’ (discount on 
the service is one of the many perks 
of membership). Meanwhile, the 
enchanting mother-daughter duo 
at the helm of 5th Sin Clubhouse – 
Monique and Lizzie – offer an idyllic 
café with fresh coffee on the go 
throughout the week and really pull 
out the stops for spectacular catering 
at the club’s packed event calendar. 
With entertainment every weekend, the 
club are presenting a ‘Sunday Lunch at 
Silver Leys’ as the perfect way to spend 
the day, lazing in the Hertfordshire 
sunshine. Considering the menu of 
food and entertainment on offer, it is a 
tough point to argue against! 

With a small army of upcoming 
young players, a wonderful range 
of spectator entertainment, and a 
refreshingly down to earth feel, the 

club is less Jilly Cooper and more Enid 
Blyton. With membership at just £20 
for a carload of family, we recommend 
coming to enjoy it for yourself. 

Memberships and bookings for 
food and physio available at www.
silverleyspolo.com 

Traditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236
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VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of 
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate 
Administration 
Inheritance Tax and 
Estate Planning

01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate 

Member of The Society 
of Will Writers

TRUSTED 
STANDON BASED 
WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service, 
I offer free advice and will guide you 

through your options.

The work in the vineyard never 
stops which is just great! It gives 
me something to do every day. No 
sooner that we have cut the grass 
between the lines and it has to 
be re cut, just too much rain. We 
are cutting the tops of the vines, 
removing any laterals and rubbing 
any growth away from the trunk of 
the vine. The next job is to de leaf. 
We cut the leaves around the fruiting 
zone to let the sun get to the grapes 
( what sun you are thinking ) this will 
help the grapes mature. Now we 
can do all of this but unless we get 
some serious sunshine it will not 

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

On the left tops have been cut, on the right to be done 

be a particularly good harvest. The 
weather totally controls the type of 
yield that we will get from our little 
vineyard,so all we can do is hope.

The Apple Trees

We have a good yield on our 
apple trees. The trees that did not 
produce last year have a good crop 
this year. We don’t spray the trees, 
just let them produce naturally, which 
is the way it should be. Let’s just 
hope for some good weather, I am 
told it’s coming. 

 
All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 



 

Gilly B Interiors
Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings. 

Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA 
01992 276082 / 07710 146941  www.interiorsbygillyb.com  enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com     

Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm  Monday & Saturday client appointment by request      

We stock a selection of more than 
200 wines from most French wine 
regions including Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, a few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac.  
Delivery to all UK addresses. 

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU
07921 770 691 |       thewinestoryclub

We have 6 bottle mixed 
cases starting at £58. Email 
us for full private catalogue 
or contact Thibault on the 
details below.

If you love life, then you’ll love 
The Wine Story Club

Your local independent Wine Merchant

www.thewinestoryclub.com

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 
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On Sunday 22 August we will 
celebrate our trees at our monthly 
Open Day. The variety of trees at the 
Gardens reflects the enthusiasm of 
plant collectors in the Victorian and 
Edwardian era. Peto used trees to 
create structure in his designs for the 
Gardens in 1902. He introduced formal 
avenues of pleached limes, which 
enclosed the Countess’ treehouse 
in an oak, now not so pleached; and 
limes and yews lined the side of what 
we now call the Glade. 
So, come and join us on 22 August 
to learn about our trees. We will 
showcase the trees which, by 
dint of their height or girth, are 
county champions and our national 
champion apple tree, the ‘Easton 
Countess’.  This old apple tree could 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

not be identified and DNA analysis of 
its leaves confirmed that there was 
no known match, ie it is unique to the 
Gardens of Easton Lodge.  We will 
also welcome the return of Woodwind 
of Stortford, who are itching to get 
out to play again once the covid 
restrictions are lifted!  Open Days are 
now by ticket, obtainable through the 
Gardens website: www.eastonlodge.
co.uk or our Facebook page or direct 
from Trybooking.com. 
If you can’t visit us on a Sunday, why 
not come for an Open Thursday? It is 
our main volunteering day, so visitors 
get to see the hard work underway! 
There is no need to purchase tickets 
in advance. Details of the more limited 
offer on Thursdays can be found on 
our website.  



 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.00pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school that nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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info@stanstedairportwatch.com
stanstedairportwatch.com

Give Greenwash the Red Card 
The Competition and Markets 
Authority (CMA), which regulates 
business behaviour, has finally stepped 
in to try to end 'greenwashing' and has 
asked for evidence.  Greenwashing 
is where businesses make dubious 
claims in an attempt to boost their 
environmental credentials.  

Greenwashing is all too common 
in the aviation industry and, last 
week, Stansted Airport Watch (SAW) 
submitted detailed evidence to the 
CMA relating to both Stansted Airport 
and Ryanair. 

Stansted Airport is the largest single 
source of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions in the East of England and 
yet it constantly boasts that it has 
achieved 'carbon neutral' status. How 
can that be?  The answer lies in three 
clever tricks of the PR trade: 

The 'carbon neutral' claim only applies to 
the airport buildings and airside vehicles 
but these two elements account for just 
one per cent of the airport's emissions. 
The other 99% is ignored - i.e. the 
aircraft emissions (about 90%) and the 
emissions from the road traffic taking 
passengers and freight to and from the 
airport (about 9%). 

Even that one per cent is not truly 
carbon neutral. The airport relies 
on "offsetting" to magic away CO2 
emissions. An example of offsetting 
would be to make a donation to help 
protect a peat bog on the Yorkshire 
Moors. However, this does not stop the 
airport CO2 going into the atmosphere 
and contributing to climate change.  

In trumpeting its "prestigious" award 
for achieving 'carbon neutral' status, 
Stansted Airport conveniently failed 
to mention of the fact that the award 
was given by ACI, the airports' trade 
association, part financed by Stansted 
Airport. It's a case of airports marking 
their own homework. 

Ryanair is also adept at greenwashing.  
It claims to be Europe's "cleanest, 
greenest airline" but, according to the 
European Commission, in 2019 Ryanair 
was responsible for emissions of 10.5 
million tonnes of CO2, more than any 
other airline in Europe. In fact,Ryanair 
was the only airline listed on the 
Commission's league table of Europe's 
top ten polluters (it was ranked seventh).  

In 2020 the Advertising Standards 
Authority (ASA) investigated Ryanair's 
claims to be "Europe's Lowest 
Emissions Airline" and to have "low 
CO2 emissions" and concluded that the 
claims were misleading. The advertising 
campaign which made these claims 
was banned and Ryanair was told by 
the ASA to ensure that when making 
environmental claims, it had adequate 
evidence to substantiate them, and also 
to ensure that the basis of those claims 
was made clear.  

Stansted Airport Watch Chairman, 
Brian Ross, commented: "The aviation 
industry knows full well that its CO2 
emissions are a major contributor to 
climate change but it uses clever PR - 
greenwashing - to create the impression 
that aviation is environmentally friendly.  
It's like the claims made many years ago 
that smoking is healthy.  Eventually the 
truth comes out."   



Your local service provider for all effluent and 
liquid waste removal including:

• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient 
service at a very competitive rate.

For a free quotation, and site visit if required, 
please call us on: 

01279 504638 
01371 873003

or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

Five months ago, when I fell and 
went head-first onto concrete, I never 
imagined the repercussions it would 
cause. Other than a face which I 
couldn’t recognise as my own, all the 
parts of it seemed unwilling to work.  I 
spent my monthly check ups imploring  
the eye unit to get on with checking me 
for glaucoma which the original eye 
specialist had  forecast. Each time they 
told me something would be done the 
following month. But it never happened. 
After four months of silence, I decided 
to make a private appointment with a 
new optician and an eye specialist.

Within a week glaucoma and cataracts 
had been confirmed , I had new glasses 
and the necessary eye drops which will 
be my companions for the rest of my life.

And then I received another missive 
from Harlow hospital. I would be having 
a full check up  - and to allow at least 2 
hours for it, I was pleasantly surprised.

As all of you probably know, the hospital 
parking leaves much to be desired. There 
is plenty of parking, but not sufficient for 
the hoards who invade the hospital daily 
to be treated for various ailments.

As I toured round the grounds, 
searching for a space, I wondered ,even 
if I found one,  would ever find the car 
again! Eventually, after a phone call from 
a doctor, enquiring if I had forgotten my 
appointment, ( and to which I replied, 
somewhat rudely, that yes, I was here 
but still unable to park!) I did find a 
space, It was, I’m almost sure, in a “staff 
only” area..

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

Searching for signs to remember the 
spot – somewhat like the Hansel and 
Gretel fairy story... I eventually reached 
my allotted clinic. I tried to post my form 
with all my previous medical history on 
it, (which I had been informed I must 
complete) through the receptionist’s 
open window. No go!. “I’m not allowed 
to take that” she told me.

I sat down and waited. This was to be 
the start of my two hour-plus review of 
all that had happened.

A doctor came, I followed him into a 
room. He said I looked better ( not that 
we had met before!). He consulted his 
notes. He dismissed the idea that my 
broken nose could be mended and 
told me that my swollen face might still 
return to its previous shape. And that 
was it!

All of five minutes later I was outside 
looking frantically for clues as to where I 
had left my car.

And so much for my two-hours’ session!  



+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 
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T: 01763 273300

Your independent local optician

J. Oliver Radley Opticians
36 High Street,
Buntingford,  
SG9 9AQ

Open Tuesday to Saturday:  
8:00am to 6:30pm

Spectacles   Sunglasses  Sports eyewear  
Contact lenses   Reading spectacles

www.radleyopticians.com



Wednesday 4th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 11th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Wednesday 18th  9.00am   Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark)
Saturday 21st     NO Messy Church today
Wednesday 25th   9.00am  Midweek Service via Zoom (Mark) 
   10.00am Little Hadham Communion (Steve) 

Parish Services August 2021 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

All are welcome to join our services which are now in Church - please 
book in. Sunday services are also streamed via Zoom at 9.15am 

To book in and for Zoom details and link please contact the Rectory:  
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.

Other Dates:

Trinity 9

1st Aug

Trinity 10

8th Aug

The Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

15th Aug

Trinity 12

22nd Aug

Trinity 13 
29th Aug

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve/Mark

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Worship4All

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

Services 
at other 

Churches

8 am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 
St Thomas 

Perry Green 
Michael


