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Advertisements in the 
Parish News

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact the 
editor at: littlehadhampn@gmail.
com for more details.

The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and 
keep the Parish News in print. So 
if you run a business or service 
and would like to invest in your 
local magazine and reach over 
500 homes each month with your 
product or service, we'd love to 
hear from you. We offer ads at 4 
different sizes and prices from a 
full page to an eighth of a page, 
with discounts for taking a year at 
a time. We can also insert flyers 
for a small fee. We are also open 
to sponsorship and donations. 
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Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a 
network of people who will receive 
prayer requests. Whatever the 
problem, worry, anxiety or personal 
need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the 
chain who will pray immediately for 
each request for a period of time. 
All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671
Karin: 771 532
Alice 504 781

Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship 
and copy and payment for advertising 
in the next issue must be received by 
the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for 
details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit copy 
received and omit accompanying 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

I wonder if there’s anything you’ve 
found particularly helpful during these 
unusual times – something that you find 
uplifting, strengthening, energising. 
For me, it’s a walk in the beautiful 
countryside that we have around us. 
On a week off, not long ago, we couldn’t 
travel away and stay anywhere. This 
severe limitation became something 
of an opportunity as we explored parts 
of the network of public footpaths that 
stretch across our villages. Each day 
brought a new, previously hidden, part 
of our area to explore and enjoy. When 
I’m back at work, mostly ministering 
from home and over a phone or across 
a computer screen, I’ve been learning 
to savour those uplifting times and give 
thanks to God for them. 

Just before the current Christian 
season of Lent began, I was preaching 
on the transfiguration: the occasion 
when Jesus took some of his followers 
up a mountain and his appearance 
was transformed. “His clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth 
could bleach them,” Mark tells us in his 
Bible account. For a short time, Peter, 
James and John had the privilege of 
seeing Jesus as he truly was – in all 
his glory. The glory, love and power of 
God were very real to them in those 
brief moments. 

As a Christian, I may not experience 
life with Jesus Christ in the same 
spectacular way as Peter and the 
others did but, along with many others, 
I’ve sensed something of his glory, love 
and power out in the countryside, when 
I first placed my trust in him, when I 
asked God to fill me with the Holy Spirit, 

while praying, while 
reading the Bible, 
in the middle of a 
worship service and 
many other ways. Perhaps you can also 
recall times when you have felt how 
near God was to you.

Like Peter, James and John on the 
mountain-top with Jesus, we may 
catch glimpses of the glory, love and 
power of Jesus. Life isn’t always like 
this though, and we can savour those 
moments when we experience the 
reality of God’s nearness to us. We can 
trust in the promise that he is still with 
us. He’s sent the Holy Spirit to be with 
us – with us whether we’re enjoying the 
privilege of experiencing his presence 
in a special way or when life seems so 
ordinary or, like at this particular time, 
difficult and bewildering.

Someone recently shared with me a 
poem called ‘God speaks to each of 
us’ by Rainer Rilke. God did speak to 
me, speaking of what ‘life in its fulness’ 
(John 10.10) really means. You can find 
this poem online and it might speak to 
you too. The poem concludes with the 
words “Near here is the land that they 
call Life. You'll know when you arrive 
by how real it is. Give me your hand.”

Would you give God your hand this 
month as we continue through 
this season of Lent and journey 
towards Easter?

Every blessing.

Little Hadham Parish News

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. The 
church and production team does not 
necessarily agree with the opinions 
aired in any article printed here. 
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O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 
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Dr Paul Haimes

Down at the Doctors

The Covid vaccination clinics at 
Bishops Stortford FC are a great 
success and we have made a 
significant contribution; Dr Oates 
having attended every session, on a 
voluntary basis, which happened to 
fall on her days off (she does only live 
around the corner!)

At the time of writing (15th Feb) 1,671 
of our patients have received their first 
dose of vaccine, representing 25% of 
our practice population. This includes 
all our over 70’s, all our housebound 
patients (including St Elizabeths and 
Ashview nursing home) plus our 
clinically extremely vulnerable patients. 
We are moving through the priority 
groups quickly and have now arrived 
at the over 65’s (group 5)

www.muchhadhamhealthcentre.co.uk

However, we MUST NOT become 
complacent. Latest figures show that 
we have had 260 patients (4%) testing 
positive for C-19 since testing began in 
earnest and, sadly, we have had a few 
deaths. We peaked at 40 new positive 
cases weekly early in the new year but 
I’m pleased to say that recently that 
figure has dropped to just 5 per week; 
no doubt due to the effect of the post-
Christmas lockdown and continued 
social distancing.

In early March (week beginning 8th) 
we commence the second dose 
programme and have had notification/
confirmation of vaccine delivery. 
Please wait for us to contact you 
either by telephone or text in order to 
arrange your second appointment.

On a personal note, my wife and I 
became grandparents for the first time 
on 8th February; a bonnie wee lad of 
7lb 1oz who will no doubt be beating 
me on the golf course before too long!!

Stay safe.

Charging for Brown Bin Garden 
Waste Collection
East Herts Council is no longer in a 
position to subsidise the costs of the 
brown bin collection service and is 
therefore introducing a charge from 
1st April. Residents who wish to have 
their brown bins emptied will need to 
pay £49 per year (or £45 if signing up 
to the “early-bird” deal). Signing up is 
optional – residents who do not wish to 
subscribe to the service are not obliged 
to do so.

There is however now the opportunity 
for residents to have extra brown bins if 
they have a need.

Further information is being posted 
through every door across the parish, 
and can be viewed on the East Herts 
Council website: www.eastherts.gov.
uk/gardenwaste

EV Charging in the Rural 
Community
In the latter part of last year I held a 
meeting with Parish Chairs, Clerks 
and Village Hall Chairs to explore the 
creation of a network of community 
electric vehicle charging hubs in some 
of our village and parish areas from 
Much Hadham, Little Hadham, Albury, 
Stocking and Furneux Pelham for the 
benefit of local residents.  Clearly the 
hubs need to be located where cars 
can be parked for a varying period of 
time (either during the day or at night 

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  
graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

or perhaps ideally 
both). They also 
require a suitable supply of electricity, 
although this can be resolved.

The intention is to review potential sites 
early this year to determine feasibility 
but in the meantime we are keen to 
know the level of interest in such a 
project and whether there will be 
the opportunity to provide preferably 
two but as a minimum possibly only 
one space at any given car park and 
hopefully the ability for access to that 
car parking space to be achieved out 
of hours.

I’m holding another meeting this month 
(Feb) to discuss further. Please feel free 
to contact your village representatives 
on their plans/initial thoughts.

Covid19 Vaccinations
I must take my hat off to the NHS, 
government, all agencies and 
volunteers involved with the successful 
implementation, roll out and day to 
day operations of the vaccination 
programme which is, on the scale of it 
second to none in the world. 

For the few of you who haven’t been 
able to commit yourself to taking up the 
offer for whatever reason, I would just 
ask of you to reflect on your decision 
and have a rethink to see if you can 
change your mind. Whatever decision 
you come to will be respected by others. 
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The Parish Council Meetings are now 
being held remotely via Zoom.  These 
are on the first Tuesday of each 
month, from 7.30pm.  If you wish to 
join the meeting, contact the Clerk and 
you will be provided with log in details 
-  clerklittlehadham@gmail.com or 
01920 870809.  Agendas are posted on 
noticeboards and on the Little Hadham 
Parish Council website.

Councillor Vacancy

Your Parish Council works hard in the 
background to keep Little Hadham a 
place we are all proud to call our home.  
But, we need a new councillor to 
complete our council.  If you care 
about where you live and want to see 
it continue to thrive, contact the Clerk 
to find out a little more about the role.  
There are 10 meetings a year to attend, 
usually 1.5 hours, plus any ad hoc 
projects being undertaken in the parish. 

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council Hare Coursing

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Your Local East Herts Police - 
Safer Neighbourhood Team
Covering Parishes:
Albury, Anstey, Brent Pelham, Eastwick 
& Gilston, Furneux Pelham, Hare 
Street, Hormead, Hunsdon, Stocking 
Pelham, Little Hadham, Meesden Much 
Hadham, Wareside, Widford,    

“Tell us…we’re listening."

Want to let us know what you think we 
should be focusing on where you live? 
Visit our community voice platform 
www.bit.ly/ehrural-police and submit 
your priorities, anonymously.

When providing feedback, please be 
as specific as possible about issues 
that matter to you but please don’t use 
this to report crime. To do that, contact 
the Force Communications Room via 
online web chat at herts.police.uk/
contact or call the non-emergency 
number 101. If a crime is in progress or 
someone’s life is in danger, always call 
999 immediately.

Crime Prevention Site Survey
Following anti-social behaviour and 
a recent "assault" the team assessed 
the security of the village hall, car 
park and playground. The following 
recommendations were made:

ACCESSIBILITY recommendations:
Restricted entrance access   

VISIBILITY recommendations:
3 external lights with sensors, to 
illuminate the area when movement is 
detected. 

2 more lights within the children's play 
area, closest to the shelter. 

MONITORING recommendations:
At least 2 more CCTV cameras at the 
perimeter of the children's area, looking 
back onto the car park.

The Parish Council will meet to discuss 
the survey and the action that the VH 
and PC need to take which will then be 
discussed at the next 
PC meeting.

Have you seen our 
local SNT officers 
patrolling the 
village on their 
shiny red quad 
bikes recently? 
Wondering what they are up to?

Well we have found out that they have 
been running a small operation to 
combat hare coursing in and around 
East Herts that borders North Herts 
and Essex. This has covered the area’s 
of Anstey, Meesden, Hormead, The 
Pelhams, Braughing, Little Hadham 
and Much Hadham.

An OWL message has been sent 
out to the local communities making 
them aware and for them to report any 
suspicious vehicles and/or activity.

PC Wenham PC Culverhouse PCSO De Bruyn
07590459448

Little Hadham Parish Council
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson

I bring good news this month!  We have 
just had the new kitchen installed and I 
can say it looks really great.  Thank you 
Clarion Futures for supporting us and 
thank you Julian and Adrian for make 
things run smoothly.  We can’t thank 
you enough.

Graham Contractors have generously 
offered to help us make good an 
external area of the village hall grounds 
that has long been unused and unkempt 
and will start this in April when the 
weather improves. 

All the above work is through donations 
and grants without which we would not 
be able to progress.

We are holding our Village Hall 
Management Committee AGM on 
Thursday 11th March @ 7.30 on 
Zoom which any resident of Little 
Hadham is welcome to join. If you 
would like to attend please contact 
Denise Armstrong on booking@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com You will 
not be admitted without booking.

We have received a grant for £5k for the 
main hall windows that are completely 
rotten.  This will involve new frames and 
double glazing.  We have received over 
£4k in donations from kind residents 
and groups which we will use for this 
project but we still have a short fall of 
£12k which we need to raise by July 
otherwise we lose the £5k grant which 
has a time limit attached to it.  We are 
applying for other grants but we need 
your help to raise this sum of money.  
The village hall is 50 years old this 
year and it was never meant to last 

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

that long without refurbishment so we 
are desperately trying to achieve the 
replacement of the main hall windows 
before the next winter falls upon us. 
We will take cash, cheques, bank 
transfers, gift aid, Amazon Smile, East 
Herts Lottery (Little Hadham Village 
Hall Refurbishment Project), donating 
your skills and any other way you can 
think of to help us raise £12k urgently.  
If you are a local business and would 
like to support us as a benefactor I 
would be happy to talk you through all 
the amazing community projects we 
have achieved or are going to achieve 
in the coming years.  We need to build 
a bigger Doctors Consulting Room 
and relocate the Post Office.  We 
aim to provide a Village Hub that will 
support our village needs to promote 
Health and Wellbeing, digital inclusion, 
combat rural loneliness and create 
intergenerational cohesion to our village 
that will encourage the next generation 
to help keep our village asset alive.

If you would like to join our team of 
fund raisers to help implement some 
ideas we are also desperately looking 
for volunteers as we are working 
flat out at the moment on current 
projects.  We had a comprehensive 
year of fund raising planned last year 
but were stopped in our tracks with 
Coronavirus.  This year is still proving 
problematic until we have vaccinations 
and covid 19 well under control and the 
hall re-opened.  If you would like any 
further information regarding the above 
contents please email me on the email 
address above, or ring 07710 325 363.

Have a Hadham.
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SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 
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Covid Response and Recovery
Jan Williamson chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Update on Community Hub 
Crowdfunding Campaign 

Captain Sir Tom NHS Together 
Charity has awarded us £4000 
towards live streaming equipment 
for our new Hub @ LHVH. We hope 
to have it ready by early summer 
(post lockdown) & anyone keen to 
find out about our new "Armchair 
entertainment" service or using your 
Smart phones or digital tablets to 
connect to Londis, our Health Centre, 
Copleys, the Bull etc, can follow the 
Community Hub project at Carebank  
www.carebank.uk

Social  & Digital Connection 
Update 

Those of you who asked for help via 
our survey in Aug/Sept will be rung 
by a volunteer working on behalf 
of Ash Valley Village Connections 
project to plan how you would like to 
start your support when lockdown 
eases. Whilst meeting with you face 
to face isn't possible to plan your 
digital support, we are taking this 
opportunity to start connections via 
phone during this lockdown until 
we can meet with you safely using 
your preferred device. We can loan 
residents without devices a tablet to 
practice with. Our mission is to help 
you create the online connections 
you need for video calls, shopping, 
banking, entertainment, vital services 
or Scams info & anything else you 
have asked about accessing. Please 

remember that a conversation with 
one of our volunteers does not 
commit you to anything. It is just 
to help you write your own "digital 
prescription" Please don't hesitate 
to contact Claire on 07595 674241 
if you would like to be added to the 
support list or have any questions.

Our top 5 Recovery actions 
whilst lockdown continues

• Our Ash Valley team of local 
volunteers will be contacting 
residents who asked for digital 
help via our social connection 
survey.

• Our Hadhams Yoga, Pilates & 
Adult Ballet instructors will be 
streaming via a new digital portal 
so you can attend over 150 
classes from home.

• A new Freephone & online 
Frontline service is being 
developed so you can easily get 
help from key services- Citizens 
Advice, Community Transport,  
Carers in Herts, Adult social care, 
bereavement services,  domestic 
abuse and Fraud helplines.

• A well-equipped brand new 
kitchen @LHVH hall for a post 
lockdown community cafe has 
just been installed. 

• We are linking up with other 
villages and organisations to 
ensure that as many dots as 
possible are joined for you for 
after lockdown.  

Update on Covid info
• Long Covid is a very real issue for 

people as they recover. The NHS 
have great info to help at  www.
yourcovidrecovery.nhs.uk

• Mental health & wellbeing issues 
are very much on the rise as 
lockdown continues so the NHS 
have collated very good tips and 
advice @ www.nhs.uk/oneyou/
every-mind-matters/

• Domestic Abuse is also on the 
rise. There is a wonderful new 
service available at any pharmacy 
displaying the "Ask for Ani" poster. 
You just need to give them the 
codeword Ani. 

• For all the latest NHS information 
& advice www.nhs.uk/conditions/
coronavirus-covid-19/  

• For latest Herts County Council 
advice www.hertfordshire.gov.
uk/about-the-council/news/
coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-
need-to-know.aspx

• Stepping Stones - Emotional 
Resilience workshops & Dementia 
Friends sessions are offered 
regularly via www.eastherts.gov.
uk/community-wellbeing/healthy-
hub-east-herts/healthy-hub-
programme-activities

Covid Village Support Groups 

For Little Hadham area call Jan on  
07710 325363 
For lifts to Hospital Appointments, call  
0300 123 1677 
For Much Hadham area call Juan on 
07593 876279 

For all the latest information and 
clickable links go to www.carebank.uk
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Tony was born in Toxteth, Liverpool, 
and was fostered, with his sister, into 
the Skidmore family, a surname which 
he adopted and retained throughout 
his lifetime.

Immediately upon leaving school Tony 
obtained a regular commission in 
The Royal Anglian Regiment serving 
frontline (1955/6) in Cyprus to combat 
the rise of EOKA.  After demobilisation 
he was employed at Ford's in their 
management structure and worked 
in the UK, Scandinavia and Germany, 
until retirement.

He married Doreen in 1960, but she 
died in 1995 and shortly afterwards 
he came to Little Hadham and 
set up home in Hadham Hall.  He 

Don Gibson
Tony Skidmore 1931-2020 Defibrillator at 

Hadham Hall

soon imprinted his unique style of 
helpful friendship and service to the 
community by joining both the Parish 
Council and the Church Council 
of St Cecilia's. Tony connected 
with many social & voluntary 
organisations which filled his days 
with interest and satisfaction.

In 2010 he joined The Herts & 
Soul Choir and greatly enjoyed the 
company and musical achievements 
of its choristers.  As a single man he 
made several forays into the ranks of 
the sopranos with limited success. 
A fellow tenor, Chris Humphreys, 
dubbed him as curmudgeonly, 
relating details of Tony's many subtle 
attempts to lure suitable targets with 

bars of chocolates - his endeavours 
became known as 'choco-gate'. 

His ability on the computer (even 
in those days just before his death) 
demonstrated an ability to formulate 
short, curt emails which brought 
wry smiles to the faces of those with 
whom he disagreed.

Important amongst Tony's other 
voluntary interests was his longtime 
membership of the Army Benevolent 
Fund to raise support for injured 
soldiers. The curry lunches he 
arranged at Bassingbourn Army 
Barracks and County Hall Hertford 
became legendary both for the 
meal and the excellent after-dinner 
speakers he cajoled into appearing.

He was a singularly unusual 
character, even in his late 80's, full 
of life and ideas, organising social 
evenings at St Cecilia's. The De 
Merc concert, a jazz band & others, 
filled the mediaeval pews with music 
lovers of all genres & categories.

Among Tony's more amusing 
activities was his habit of checking 
the church sound system before every 
service by double blowing into the 
mike, & struggling to overcome the 
whistling of his hearing aid.

His daughter, Clare, and 
granddaughter, Kira, were constant 
subjects of his great pride & joy.

The dreaded Covid eventually caught 
up with him and after a short stay 
in Princess Alexander Hospital he 
passed away on 14th December 2020.

Tony will be greatly missed by his 
many friends and fellow choristers, 
and particularly his caring 
housekeeper, Amanda Edwards.

We have recently had a defibrillator 
installed at Hadham Hall. This was 
generously paid for by the Hadham 
Hall Social Committee.

The last time I spoke to Tony 
Skidmore, he reminded me of the 
importance of putting something 
in the Parish News to let the whole 
village know it is there. He was always 
thinking about the local community 
and will be very much missed.

So here is a photo. It is in the main 
archway, as you come down the 
Hadham Hall drive. 

In an emergency, call 999 and the 
ambulance service will let you know 
the code.

There is a link below to an 8 minute 
training video which I encourage 
everyone to watch – it could just save 
a life!

https://vimeo.com/
creatinglifesavers/ipad-sp1-demo

Janine Peart



14 15

WE ARE BACK with our Afternoon 
Tea Boxes

THURSDAY MARCH 25TH

If we already have your contact details 
we shall be in touch to confirm if 
you would like a delivery but please 
remember if you are over 60 and 
would like to receive one of our 
Afternoon Tea boxes, then please 
contact me with your name, address, 
phone or email details. 

Take care and very best wishes. 

Wendy

Contact details:

Phone 01279 776 112
Mobile 07817 633 713
Email wendyforgham@hotmail.com 

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Mad Hatter Trivia 
Questions
1.What’s the very first thing that the 
Mad Hatter says to Alice when she 
arrives at the Mad Tea Party?

A. Have some wine.
B. No room!
C. Come, we shall have some fun now!
D. It wasn’t very civil of you to sit down 
without being invited.

2. Which one of these lines did the 
Mad Hatter say?

A. “I mean what I say——that’s the 
same thing, you know.”
B. “You might just as well say, that 
‘I breathe when I sleep’ is the same 
thing as ‘I sleep when I breathe’!”
C. “Why, you might just as well say 
that ‘I see what I eat’ is the same thing 
as ‘I eat what I see’!”
D. “You might just as well say, that ‘I 
like what I get’ is the same thing as ‘I 
get what I like’!”

3. What song did the Mad Hatter 
sing for the Queen of Hearts?

A. Twinkle, twinkle, little watch
B. Twinkle, twinkle, little star
C. Twinkle, twinkle, little rat
D. Twinkle, twinkle, little bat

4. What did the frightened Hatter 
do when the Queen said,”Bring me 
the list of the singers in the last 

concert!” in court.

A. He dropped his tea cup.
B. He bit a large piece out of his 
teacup instead of his bread-and-
butter.
C. He shook both his shoes off.
D. He ran away.

5. What did the Mad Hatter’s watch 
tell?

A. The day of the month
B. The minute of the day
C. The year only
D. The week of the month

6. To who or what was the Mad 
Hatter referring when he said, “He 
won’t stand beating.”

A. The Dormouse
B. Music
C. The March Hare
D. Time

7. Finish this Mad Hatter quote, 
“and the twinkling of the _________.”

A. stars
B. tea

C. bat
D. cat

8. What did the Mad Hatter tell the 
King of Hearts when he asked him 
to remove his hat in court?

A. “It isn’t mine.”
B. “Have you guessed the riddle yet?”
C. “It began with the tea.”
D. “I’d rather finish my tea.”

9. Which of these is the Mad 
Hatter’s riddle?

A. “Why is a crow like a writing desk?”
B. “Why is a raven like a writing pen?”
C. “Why is a raven like a writing desk?”
D. “Why is a raven like a piece of 
paper?”

10. What did everyone at the Mad 
Tea Party do when the Mad Hatter 
said, “I want a clean cup.”

A. Washed dishes.
B. Moved down one seat.
C. Got up and left.
D. Gave him a cup.
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NOTICEBOARD

Cover 
Photos
Now we need 
some lovely 
springtime 
photos to rival our new 
winter collection! 

We have some very 
talented photographers and 
enthusiasts in the village 
so get your cameras at the 
ready photography friends 
and please send your 
beautiful springtime photos 
of the village to me at: 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Make sure they are  
hi-resolution, and have a 
relatively clear space for the 
name of the magazine.  :-)

Churchyard Clear Up
Karin Green

We are hoping to have the annual 
Churchyard clear up on Saturday 
27th March. Not knowing what 
restrictions will be in place at that 
time, if you can spare an hour to help 
tidy up before the mowing season 
starts , please could you ring me, in 
advance, so I can make sure all the 
appropriate safeguards are in place.

In the meantime, if you are walking 
through the churchyard, with or 
without your dog, please feel free 
to pick up any wood you see lying 
around and add it to the bonfire pile at 
the end of the church car park. 

Karin Green  Tel:01279 771 532

Our black and white cat is very loved 
and we enjoy his company. Mug shot 
attached! However he seems to run 
two households. If he visits you do not 
succumb to his undoubted cat like 
charms but put him outside and send 
him home. We spend a good deal on 
hypoallergenic cat food and would 
be very grateful, as would his delicate 
stomach, if you resisted his entreaties 
for food. We do get very worried when 
he goes walkabout for a couple of 
days from his home in Albury Road. 
Thank you 

Jennie Small, 

Do you recognise this 
cat?
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The cold snap put paid to any insect 
discoveries over the last few weeks, 
so my total for all things natural 
found in the garden or from the 
garden remains at a fairly impressive 
829 species. Over 60 bird species 
have been recorded since I began 
recording on the first day of Lockdown, 
23rd March. Be interesting to see what 
the total will be after precisely a year.

A walk in mid February gave up 2 
unusual birds for the parish, both 
near Tilekiln Farm en-route to Albury. 
Firstly, I flushed a snipe from a 
damp ditch and then shortly after 
encountered a flock of 22 lapwings. 
These birds will more than likely have 
been displaced from their regular 
winter quarters by the prolonged 
freezing conditions. The ice in the 
atmosphere certainly gave us some 
stunning sunrises and sunsets. Well 
worth being out at 6.30am for these.

Another good find was much later the 
same day when I was out checking for 
local owls. A Barn owl flew by me in 
semi darkness along New Road and a 
little further on a Little owl posed on 
top of the hedge. 

Now looking forward to a warmer 
stretch of weather and the first insects 
to appear in the garden. So far, just 
one Western honeybee (Apis melifera) 
has been noted, but temperatures 
in excess of 14C may encourage the 
emergence of some early butterflies.

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham jforgham@hotmail.com
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The Vineyard

As of mid-February we have managed 
to prune 650 vines (1,650 to go).  The 
weather has not been kind.  The 
ground is either sodden underfoot 
or frozen and as I go up and down 
the rows I am creating an almighty 
mess.  Although there are no issues 
about pruning in cold conditions it is 
absolutely freezing at the moment on 
the hillside and I am unable to stay 
outside all day without losing the 
sense of feeling in my hands and feet!

The Apple Orchard

We have about 200 apple trees and 
last year I ran out of time and was 
unable to finish pruning all the trees 
before Spring.   But it is worse than 
that, some of the trees have never 
been pruned at all!  My objective is 
to prune the trees so they are goblet 

Heard It Through The Grapevine
Platon Loizou www.fouracresestate.co.uk

shaped.  This means that you take 
the middle branches out so you 
can “throw a hat” through the tree. 
The aim is to get as much airflow 
through the tree as possible to help 
prevent diseases.

I have discovered the only advantage 
of boggy ground as opposed to frozen 
ground is when you fall off your ladder 
(which for me is inevitable) you simply 
sink into the ground ...gently.

We have set ourselves a target to 
finish both the orchard and vineyard 
by the end of February/early March, 
let’s see if the weather will be kinder 
and allow us to do that.

Look after yourselves everybody and 
stay healthy.

Before Equipment After

g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  

because all design begins with a humble line 

Do you need a graphic designer? 

I’m an experienced freelance designer 
based in the village. I can help you with: 

Branding & Logo Design
Leaflets, Posters, Brochures, Reports
Packaging
Web Design
Social Media Campaigns, Banners & Ads
Copywriting / Typesetting
CV design (make your CV stand out)

www.thehumbleline.com

Traditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

01279 491704

07989 968278

Fully Insured
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

At this difficult time, we are fortunate 
to live in such a lovely area where 
we can take exercise close to 
home in attractive and interesting 
surroundings. One of the local delights 
is the number of thatched buildings.

Thatch was once the roofing choice 
of the poor as it was locally sourced, 
inexpensive and sustainable; now 
it seems that only the better-off can 
afford the necessary regular servicing 
and replacement. Most roofs are 
thatched with long wheat straw and 
many are topped out with a decorative 
straw feature on the apex. These are 
called straw finials. 

Pheasants and foxes are still among 
the favourites for this tradition that 
goes back centuries. These finials 
may once have been installed to keep 
away birds or even witches, while 
some may have been the trademark 
of the individual thatcher. Today, 
they are more likely chosen by the 
customer from an online catalogue. 
They seem to be more abundant and 
varied than ever.

I have spotted some fine examples 
around The Hundred Parishes such 
as the two running hares on a cottage 
at Ashdon. In Finchingfield and 
Radwinter you may find families of 
ducks and there is a large thatched 
cow on the barn of the Red Cow pub 
at Chrishall.

You may see a hare on Dick Turpin’s 
Cottage at Hempstead or a galloping 
horse at Great Bardfield. High Roding 
has a delightful cat stretching up the 
chimney stack and a fox chases a 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

hare in Brent Pelham. An eagle has 
landed in Aythorpe Roding and there 
is a flying pig in Ugley. 

The 16th-century Thatchers pub 
at Hatfield Heath is appropriately 
situated on a road that was once part 
of the route for horse-drawn cartage 
of wheat from Suffolk to London.  

Aythorpe Roding – eagle

Great Bardfield – horse

Chrishall – cow

Brent Pelham – fox and hare

Ugley – flying pig
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usually cause no problem in the garden. 
However running bamboos such as 
Phyllostachys can quickly spread out, 
competing with other plants. Digging 
them out can be problematic and you 
may need to seek professional help.

4. Houttuynia cordata is a low growing 
rhizomatous perennial with attractive 
heart shaped leaves and tiny yellow 
flowers in spikes with 4 prominent white 
bracts at the base, but has a tendency to 
spread, both by runners and seed.

We love to hear your gardening 
queries, if you have any questions 
about your garden or plants please 
email them to us at: 

littlehadhampn@gmail.com 

and Anne will get back to you. 

Invasive Garden Plants

Some plants are easy on the eye but 
have rather thuggish tendancies:-

1.  Japanese anemones are delightful 
herbaceous plants and flowering late 
in the season, they provide a good 
source of pollen/nectar for late summer 
insects. However, they spread by 
underground runners and can quickly 
become out of control and are difficult 
to eradicate.

2. Oxalis is a genus of attractive ground 
cover plants with clover like leaves and 
pretty star shaped flowers. They spread 
by bulbils, which can remain dormant in 
the soil for several years, or seed which 
is fired from exploding seed pods.

3.  There are two types of bamboos, 
clump forming and running. Clump 
forming bamboos  include Bambusa, 
Fargesia and Thamnocalamus which 

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett
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All repair work undertaken 

24hr Roadside Recovery 

Aircon Servicing  

Body shop 

And more 

 



 

Your local 
independent 
wine 
merchant

We stock a selection of 
more than 200 wines 
from most French 
wine regions including 
Bordeaux, Loire Valley, a 
few international gems, 
Champagne & Cognac. 
We deliver to all UK 
addresses. 

We have 12 bottle mixed cases starting at £99

info.wine.story@gmail.com 
07921 770 691 |  www.winestory.co.uk
2 Hadham Hall, Little Hadham, SG11 2AU

Free delivery to 
the Hadham’s 
& surrounding 
villages from 12 

bottles. 

Email us for full private 
catalogue or contact 
Thibault on the details below.

Gilly B Interiors
Bespoke, handmade curtains, blinds & soft furnishings. 

Interior design

No. 2 Duckling Lane, Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9QA 
01992 276082 / 07710 146941  www.interiorsbygillyb.com  enquiries@interiorsbygillyb.com     

Tuesday-Friday 10am – 5pm  Monday & Saturday client appointment by request      
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My optimism last month has been 
dashed – as you will appreciate, Covid 
restrictions meant we were not able 
to open the Gardens in February to 
let visitors enjoy the snowdrops. The 
upside of this was not worrying about 
hundreds of people tramping over 
grass that has struggled with the 
record amount of rainfall in recent 
months and this year’s Beast from 
the East. But it was so sad not to be 
able to share the joy of the snowdrops 
looking better than ever: pooled under 
trees at the front of the Gardens, 
covering the banks at the side of the 
glade and colonising the grass in the 
walled kitchen garden. 

It is not yet clear what will be possible 
in March. Last year I was naïve about 
the looming impact of the pandemic 
and we didn’t start getting volunteers 
back into the Gardens until May, with 
visitors first allowed in July. This year, 
we remain hopeful that the roll-out 
of the vaccine will mean we will be 

Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

well ahead of those dates, but you will 
need to keep an eye on our website or 
Facebook pages to get the up to date 
news on when we will be open. You 
will also find there our latest pictures 
of the Gardens.

In the meantime, we have managed to 
get a little essential winter work done, 
between the storms, and by March 
the early spring should be lifting our 
spirits. We should have finished our 
planting of new fruit trees in the walled 
kitchen garden and the pruning of the 
older apples and pears; the blossom 
should be coming out on the peaches 
and nectarines and the bees should 
be settling into their new home.  We 
should also have the stonemasons 
on site, restoring the balustrade in 
the Italian garden. And of course we 
will have a host of daffodils in the lime 
walk and the glade. 

So, we keep on smiling and hope 
you can too!



 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.00pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school that nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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Did anyone else see these fantastic multiple icicles going into Much Hadham 
by Bromley Lane? Caused by the Beast from the Baltic last month. Thanks to 
Jan Williamson for this fantastic photo. 



             HAND CARVED MEMORIALS 

ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS 
 A local craftsman making 

 beautiful memorials in 
  stone and wood using traditional 

  tools and techniques 

0077770011  002277004422  
Pardon Mill, Harlow, Essex, CM20 2HP 

simonlangs@hotmail.co.uk 
www.simonlangsdalelettercarver.co.uk 

 
  HOUSE SIGNS  BIRDBATHS  BENCHES  PLAQUES 
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Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

If you were told that your kitchen 
would be totally out of bounds for 
four weeks, just what would you do? If 
everything had to be dismantled and 
carted away, every cupboard emptied 
and taken off the walls, the fridge and 
freezers moved somewhere else...and  
you were virtually forbidden  to enter 
the room, just what, I repeat WHAT 
would you do?

I ask, because that is what we will be 
facing come the spring when builders 
move in,  and we vacate the one vital 
room in the house!

Moreover, the back door is only 
accessible through the kitchen and 
everyone -and I mean everyone - uses 
our back door. I have lived here well 
over 20 years now, and, in that time, 
no-one has ever come to our front 
door. Strange? Apparently not in the 
Mardell household!

So far, my only thought is how we will 
live without cooking facilities for at 
least 28 days. And the only solution so 
far seems to be to hire a caravan, tow 
it across the garden to the front door, 
and use that! And then train all the 
hundreds of folk we get at the back 
door to re-programme their steps to 
the front!

Is time hanging heavily with you? 
Like many others, Lockdowns 1 and 
2 weren’t too bad. Lockdown 3 is 
almost unbearable! And if it wasn’t 
for my computer, I think murder could 
be on the cards! I spend, on average, 
around 3 hours a day working on the 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

computer. I use the word ‘working’ 
loosely, as more than half the time I am 
on Facebook, quite enjoying myself. 
With a bunch of friends and lots of 
strangers who have the same, slightly 
warped, view of life, I manage to laugh, 
cry and wonder at the happenings of 
others from all over the world.

Yes, I do cry, mainly about the  
unbelievably sad stories of people and 
animals. But the fun and knowledge  I 
gain, more than compensates for that.

If you  own a computer or tablet, try 
opening up Facebook and take a look. 
It’s a great time-waster – and time is 
the one thing we seem to have too 
much of right now!



Parish Services March 2021 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Saturday 20th  4.30pm    Messy Church
Wednesday 24th  10.00am  Little Hadham (Steve)

Please note: The Midweek Service of Morning Prayer via Zoom with Mark Stephens 
will not be taking place during Lent, and will resume after Easter.

All are welcome to join our services which are streamed via 
Zoom until further notice. 

For Zoom details and link please contact the rectory:  
rectorhightrees@btinternet.com or call: 01279 842609.

Other Dates:

Lent 3

7th Mar
Lent 4 

14th Mar
Lent 5 

21st Mar
Palm Sunday 
28th Mar

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Family 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Mothering 
Sunday Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Mothering 
Sunday Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Steve

Services 
at other 

Churches

8 am 
BCP Holy 

Communion 
St Thomas 

Perry Green 
Michael


