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This is St. Cecilia’s 
Easter Cross 
We keep the tree from 
Christmas and strip the 
branches off, make a cross and 
cover it with chicken wire. Then 
on Easter Sunday it is covered 
with posies brought to the 
Church by parishioners.
Thank you to everyone. 



Have a Hadham.
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Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship and 
copy and payment for advertising in the 
next issue must be received by the15th 
of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit down copy 
received and omit accompanying pictures 
where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Prayer Chain:

Within our congregations we have a network 
of people who will receive prayer requests. 
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or 
personal need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the chain who will 
pray immediately for each request for a period 
of time. All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671 or Karin: 771 532 or
Alice 504 781

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Isn’t the human race remarkably adaptable! 
All over the world people are going 
about their daily lives in ways they never 
imagined even a few weeks ago – adapting 
to our changed circumstances during the 
lockdown. As a Christian, I believe this ability 
to adapt is something God-given. Human 
creativity is a reflection of the creativity of 
God himself. It’s part of what it means to be 
made in the image of God as the book of 
Genesis describes us.

How have you been adapting? I’ve been 
adapting to a very different pattern of work, 
based at home rather than going out where 
people are. I’ve been phoning rather than 
seeing people face-to-face and, like many 
more, have been learning some new tricks 
thanks to the Internet. I don’t think I’d heard 
of Zoom until a few weeks ago. Now, barely 
a day goes by without me taking part in a 
Zoom meeting. 

We’ve been unable to gather together in our 
churches but we’ve been adapting to this 
setback with online services. We’ve been 
praying together daily – and catching up with 
each other for an after-service virtual coffee 
and chat.

We were able to stream a short Easter 
Sunday Service from the Rectory, and our 
first ‘Family at Four’ went out to children 
and their families later that afternoon. 
Keeping our distance physically didn’t stop 
our youth group meeting at our regular time 
on a second Tuesday. We were together 
online, getting creative using emojis to tell 
the Easter story. People, everywhere, have 
been wonderfully creative over these last 

few weeks. I should 
have been in Minehead 
this week, gathering 
with thousands of other 
Christians for an event 
called Spring Harvest. It was cancelled. 
But thanks to the God-given creativity of its 
organisers, it was made available, completely 
free, via YouTube.

When I wrote for the April edition, back 
in the middle of March, I couldn’t have 
imagined that our church buildings would 
soon be closed. Now, in the middle of April, 
our churches remain closed but the church 
isn’t closed. We may no longer be going 
to church on a Sunday but we are getting 
on with being a church, loving and serving 
the people of our communities in ways we 
couldn’t have imagined only a few weeks 
ago. This is happening as part of something 
bigger – people all across the villages and 
hamlets in Albury, Little Hadham and Much 
Hadham getting creative and adapting to this 
new environment. People are discovering 
new ways of coming together and looking out 
for one another. Moreover, people are finding 
new ways to make sure no one is overlooked. 

This getting creative and adapting is 
something God-given. We’re made in the 
image of God our Creator. May God help each 
one of us to keep on adapting and supporting 
one another, throughout the lockdown and 
beyond it. 

Every blessing

Little Hadham Parish News
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Dr Paul Haimes
Down at the Doctors

Thank you to Andrew for filling in last 
month whilst I was stuck in Canada! 

A big thank you also to everyone for 
their understanding and patience 
during these unprecedented times. 
Luckily, the weather has been mostly 
kind so hanging around in the car park 
waiting for medication hasn’t been too 
arduous.

The biggest thank you, though, goes 
to our amazing staff who have all been 
fantastic throughout. The nurses have 
continued to see patients who need 
regular dressings, doing routine baby 
immunisations etc; we just need to 
observe the “one in one out” policy 
as much as possible. The reception 
and dispensary staff have gone above 
and beyond, and will continue to do 
so. Traditionally, GP receptionists get 
a “bad press” and I sincerely hope 
that they all get the recognition they 
deserve after this crisis is over; their 
job is not easy and they all deserve our 
respect.

Interestingly, conducting almost all 
consultations by telephone, with 
some help from e-mail (patients have 
sent images of moles, rashes and 
swellings) and facetime, seems to have 
worked well and could be a positive 
learning experience going forward. 
May I therefore ask that you make sure 
we have your correct contact details 
(mobile phone and e-mail addresses) 
especially if there has been a recent 
change; just e-mail any changes/
updates to much.hadham@nhs.net

It has come to our attention that there 
are still some patients in the “at risk 
groups” (mostly the elderly) who 
are coming to the surgery to collect 
medication. Please make use of the 
volunteer services in your locality; 
details are elsewhere in this magazine, 
or just phone the health centre for 
contact numbers.

Finally, the 2nd May will be my 30th 
anniversary as a Much Hadham GP! It 
has been an honour to look after you 
all for half my lifetime and I hope to 
continue for a few more years; after 
all, I need to break Colin Brookbanks 
record of 32 years!!!

Keep well. Stay at home. Stay safe.

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Wendy Forgham wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Hello all.

Amidst this time of change, worry and 
social distancing, how fortunate are we 
to see the sun and feel its warmth again. 
The wildlife is thriving and the dawn 
chorus is louder than ever without the 
constant hum of road and air traffic.

As isolation prevents many of us 
(including myself and Jono) from 
carrying on our routine activities, and 
meeting places like the Village Hall are 
now out of bounds, I thought it may be 
helpful to bring our Afternoon Teas to you.

So, on Easter Monday, with the help of 
Jan and Geoff Williamson, we managed 
to deliver Afternoon Tea boxes to over 
31 over 60’s residents from as far as 
Bury Green to Patmore Heath.

Unfortunately I did have difficulty in 
obtaining some ingredients (flour 
and vanilla extract are the equivalent 
of gold dust) and packing pots for 

jam and cream, but I am happy to 
say that courtesy of my sister and 
her wholesale card I now have large 
quantities of everything I need for next 
month’s boxes.

Apologies for missing anyone out, due 
purely to lack of contact details, but if 
you would like to receive a small box 
of teatime treats, or know of an older, 
isolating resident who may benefit from  
one, then please  contact me with your 
name, address, phone or email details, 
plus how many boxes you require (no 
charge, donation only if wished) and I 
will get back to you regarding when and 
if this can be achieved again. 

Take care everyone, keep well & stay safe.

Very best wishes to you all. 

Wendy

01279 776112 | 07817633713 
wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Need Prescriptions Collected?

A prescription collection service is 
being offered by Amanda Davey for 
residents unable to go themselves.

Phone Amanda on 07775 896959
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Little Hadham Coronavirus Response
Jan Williamson / The Parish Council

STAYING CONNECTED: 
ISOLATING BUT NOT 
ISOLATED

A range of resources and activities 
to keep everybody socially 
connected, updated weekly and 
available on the following websites:

www.carebank.uk
www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk
www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Compassionate Neighbours
If you have lost someone to Covid 19, a local volunteer Wendy, who has been 
through this herself, can support you if you would like to call her on 01279 842244.

Isabel Hospice family support team are also available to support anyone who has 
lost someone to Covid 19 or any other illness on 01707 382500.

As well as the heart-warming network 
of people keeping an eye out for their 
vulnerable neighbours, the Parish Council, 
with the support of St Cecilia’s Church 
has begun a formally organised support 
group. The ‘Little Hadham Coronavirus 
Response’ will try to make sure no one in 
need of help falls through the net.

The Parish has now been divided into 6 
sections with Jan Williamson as the overall 
coordinator. You should have received 
a flyer naming the hamlet coordinator 
for your section. If you need support or 
you know of someone who does, please 
contact Jan on 07710 325363 or the 
Parish Clerk, Carole Page, on 07825 
001975. They will pass your details on and 
a volunteer will be in touch. There is also a 
list of volunteers by Hamlet on page 8.

If this is something you would like to 
be a part of as a volunteer, please get 
in contact with Jan Williamson on the 
number listed above.

Little Hadham Post Office
The Post Office is still open at the 
Village Hall every Tuesday and 
Thursday between 9am and 11am.
Eileen Booth, the Sub Post Mistress 
runs a banking service there which 
means money can be withdrawn and 
cheques paid in. Pensions can be 
drawn and parcels sent up to 2 kilos 
in weight. 
This is a great resource for the Village 
and particularly at this time and much 
appreciated by its users. Thanks.

The Parish Council have been continuing to operate, conducting meetings by 
Zoom. Details of our next meeting will be advertised online and on notice boards 
and can be attended by the public digitally or by phone. We held a virtual extra- 
ordinary meeting to decide how to respond to coronavirus in our community and 
linking with locals who were already looking at exactly this problem. We formed 
the “Little Hadham Coronavirus Response Committee” which has been working 
hard to support those in need. Thank you to all the volunteers who are doing an 
absolutely fantastic job. We really have been blown away by how our community 
has rallied together to help keep everyone safe.

Liz Lloyd-Williams
Little Hadham Parish Council

STAYING CONNECTED has a 
weekly activity pack with a variety 
of quizzes, recipes, sudoko puzzles 
and more.

STAYING CONNECTED also has 
a weekly social calendar,  some 
activities are through the internet 
but some, like the Daily Service 
held by Steve Bates can be 
accessed and  by phone.

There is also a KIDS TIME 
CAPSULE ACTIVITY PACK to help 
the young people document their 
experiences through this difficult 
and strange time.

For those villagers with no access 
to the internet do not despair! 
There is plenty to do to keep you 
engaged with others and much of 
it is available in printed form or by 
using your phone.

If you have no internet or know 
someone who hasn’t but would like 
to join in with free printed copies 
delivered to their door please phone 
Jan Williamson on 01279 771272

20% off Garden Furniture Cleaning in May

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

 
  

 

Choose from a selection  
of over 60 cars from  
£5,000 to £50,000 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     01279 652656   
     Bishops Stortford 

     CM23 5PS 
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AA  cchhaannccee  ttoo  ggrrooww,,  oonn  yyoouurr  
tteerrmmss..

0077772200777733334466  //  0011227799  777711553366
jj..aanntthhoonnyy..ww7766@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
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Little Hadham Coronavirus Response
Jan Williamson

So many elderly and vulnerable 
people in Little Hadham are receiving 
support from carers and families 
just as they’ve always done which is 
brilliant! But what if those carers and 
supporters themselves fall ill? If you’d 
like a volunteer to help out in times 
of illness please contact our overall 
co-ordinator: 
Jan Williamson on 01279 771272.

Health & Safety Advice for Volunteers
1. Can I help?

To help at any time you must meet the following 
criteria:

• You are healthy
• You have no symptoms (dry cough & 

temperature)
• You are under 70
• You have no long-term health conditions

2. Who can I help?

Provide help where possible but only essential 
help such as:

3. Helping Safely

DO: 
Shop for others when shopping for yourself
Maintain Social Distance
Wash Hands
Clean and disinfect

DON’T:
Enter other people’s homes
Shop for non-essentials
Break Government guidlines
Put yourself in an uncomfortable position

4. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

The government does not currently advise the 
use of PPE in non-clinical settings
Good hygine is recommended as the best 
protection

Important, advice is changing rapidly, so for 
fully up to date advice go to: www.gov.uk

Volunteer Coordiantors 

Jan Williamson: 01279 771 272 
is the Volunteer coordinator 
for the whole Parish but 
some Hamlets have a local 
coordinator you can contact if 
you need help:

The Ash:  
Dave Willett: 07947 224 122

Bury Green:  
Brian Shea: 07939 528 675

The Ford:  
Brenda Kain: 07510 323 811 
assisted by: 
Carolyn Westlake: 07827 331 987

Cradle End:  
Alastair Clift: 07770 658 122

Green Street:  
Jo Burke: 07900 241 488

Hadham Hall: 
Lara Clark: 01279 771 688

Prescriptions:  
Amanda Davey 07775 896 959
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Even though reported crime figures 
have dropped by as much as 20% due to 
Coronavirus it is an unfortunate reality that 
during difficult times like these, new types 
of scam activity can appear.

The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) 
has issued guidance on some new scams 
that have arisen during this period. Some 
of these include:

• ‘Good cause’ scams, where scammers 
will ask you to invest in good causes 
such as face masks and hand sanitiser 
production, often promising lucrative 
returns.

• Cold calls, emails, texts or WhatsApp 
messages telling you that your bank is in 
trouble due to coronavirus and you need 
to transfer your money to an alternative 
bank account.

• Scammers asking for upfront fees when 
applying for loans or credit cards that 
you’ll never receive, in an attempt to 
exploit people experiencing short-term 
financial concerns.

• Scammers may contact you claiming to 
be from a Claims Management Company 
(CMC), insurance company or your credit 
card provider. They may say they can help 
you recuperate losses by submitting a 
claim, for the cost of a holiday or event 
such as a wedding cancelled due to 
coronavirus. They will ask you to send 
them some money or your bank details.  

• Mobile phone companies saying that 
they cannot take your monthly payment in 
the usual way and please give them your 
credit card details.

For more information, you can check 
the FCA website: www.fca.org.uk which 

has a link from the homepage all about 
Coronavirus scams. 

How can you protect yourself?
• Use the Financial Services Register and 
Warning List on the FCA website to check 
who you are dealing with.

• Reject offers that come out of the blue.

• Beware of adverts on social media 
channels and paid for/sponsored adverts 
online.

• Do not click links or open emails from 
senders you don’t already know.

• Avoid being rushed or pressured into 
making a decision.

• If a firm calls you unexpectedly, use the 
contact details on the Register to check 
that you’re dealing with the genuine firm.

• Do not give out personal details (bank 
details, address, existing insurance/
pensions/investment details).

• Trust your gut. If it feels in any way out 
of the ordinary or unusual, listen to your 
instincts and be suspicious. It is important 
to be extra vigilant at this time. 

You can report the firm or scam to the FCA 
by contacting their Consumer Helpline 
on 0800 111 6768 or using their online 
reporting form. 

Please stay healthy, safe and secure. More 
information is available on:

www.fca.org.uk 

www.gov.uk

www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk

Please be aware of scammers trying to exploit 
the Coronavirus crisis

 
 
 

 

TASTY FOOD TO YOUR DOOR 
 

We are offering a wide range of food for daily 
contact-free delivery, including fruit and 
vegetable boxes as well as our own freshly 
cooked meals such as lasagne, shepherd’s pie, 
Thai vegetable curry and many more.  
In addition, we offer a large selection of locally 
sourced meats, fish and larder goods such as 
flour, sugar and tinned products. If you’re missing 
your favourite cakes from Hopleys Café we can 
bring those straight to your door too!  
For our full menu and more information visit our 
website www.copleysfood.co.uk   

 Facebook page “Copleys Food”, or call us on  
01920 449292/07889 289883. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING

SMALL GROUP TRAINING

CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES

BOOTCAMP

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT

BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071
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Click on the link to join and enter the password if requested then you should be 
able to see the host who has asked you to join the session. If not contact the host.

If you haven’t got internet access, you can easily join by landline -

1. Dial  0330 088 5830 

2. When requested, key in the meeting ID & press # 

3. When requested, key in the password and press #

For more help on using Zoom have a look at the 12 minute video tutorial here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOUwumKCW7M

To watch videos on youtube 

1. Go to www.youtube.com

2. Either type in something you are interested in on the search bar at the top of 
the screen or cut and paste, or carefully type in, a YouTube link you’ve already 
received  and would like to watch. 

Getting started with Zoom

Throughout this edition of the Parish News you will notice 
a lot of mention of something called Zoom. For those who 
may not be familiar with Zoom (which is most of us, up 
until a month ago!) Zoom is a video conferencing service 
much like Skype or FaceTime, which allows you to video 
call with lots of people at once. So it is really useful for keeping up with your normal 
social gatherings even while social distancing. You can even join in by phone if you 
don’t use the internet.

Zoom works on a computer, a smartphone, Ipad or other tablet with a built in 
front-facing camera. It is free to use but you do need to sign up to Zoom to be 
able to access it. You will see in this magazine quite a few familar events that 
are available on Zoom alongside an email address. You will need to email the 
person hosting the Zoom session to get them to send you the invite email with 
the Meeting ID and Password in order to join in. 

How to use Zoom - a step by step guide:

1. Go to https://zoom.us and sign up for the free plan. You will be asked your DOB 
for verification. 

2. Enter your email address and press the blue sign up button and then press the 
orange confirm button.

3. You will get an email - Welcome to Zoom! Click the blue confirmation button in 
this email to verify your email address & activate your Zoom account.

4. zoom.us will then open in your internet browser. Click No to “are you signing up 
on behalf of a school?” and then press continue. You will see the message - Your 
account has been successfully created. Then fill in your name, create a password 
and press continue.

5. You are now all set up on Zoom. When you receive an email from someone 
inviting you to join a Zoom session, it will look a bit like this:

Mr X is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Origami for Cats
Time: May 15, 2020 04.00 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/703818805?pwd=YjdLVHNwV0RkUUVIS21zUmhXbF
JQ22 
Meeting ID: 703 818 807 
Password: 181863

Get your Zoom On!

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 
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STAYING CONNECTED - ISOLATING NOT ISOLATED 
Activities for your Health & Wellbeing.

With regular activities suspended due to Covid 19, there are new ‘home based’ 
activities springing up via ZOOM, YouTube, online streaming & home delivery to 
help you stay socially connected whilst you physically distance or self isolate. 

These activies are available on ZOOM, please email the contact 
named to get the Zoom meeting invite:

*Rev Steve Daily service,10am@ rectorhightrees@btinternet.com

*Cuppa time each Wed 3pm @ claire.uwins@mac.com

*Chair Yoga, Fridays 11.30am @  joanaserragomes@icloud.com

*Barre Ballet -Fridays 6pm @ hannah.hussein19@live.co.uk

*Cookery demo each Sat 11.30am @ ashrafasutton@googlemail.com

*Daily RC mass 11am/6pm@ www.churchservices.tv/bishopsstortford

*Weekly activity pack via PDF or printed email:  ashrafasutton@googlemail.com

*Resilience & wellbeing with Stepping Stones email: claire.uwins@mac.com

 *Getting started with Music playlists email: claire.uwins@mac.com

Search for these great resources on YouTube:

*PE for the family with Joe Wicks 9am weekdays - search “PE with joe wicks” 

*Live Musical Theatre Fridays 7pm Full Show: search “The Show Must Go On”

*National Theatre are broadcasting a different Full Live Show every Thursday: 
search “National Theatre”

Many groups are working on new home based activities, details & regular updates can 
be found at www.carebank.uk or Contact: claire.uwins@mac.com, ashrafasutton@
googlemail.com, Jan Williamson: chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

What’s On in May NOTICEBOARD

Third Thursday Lunch 

Hope everyone is well and 
staying safe.

If the Village Hall is open again 
on Thursday 21st May, and the 
government allows it, we would 
love to see you for the Third 
Thursday Lunch, from 12.30. 
Soup & Roll, Cheese & biscuits, 
Tea & Coffee and good company.

Any queries please ring Frank or 
Karin on 771532.

Please use this noticeboard to 
communicate messages to the rest 
of the Village. If you would like to 
share your support to those who 
are sick or self-isolating during 
the Covid-19 situation, email me 
your words of encouragement 
or practical support to: 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Little Hadham Village Hall remains closed. The 
Management Committee together with the Parish 
Council and residents of the Village are now 
concentrating on keeping the community safe 
and looked after. 

Thank you to all the Village 
Volunteers and to our close 
neighbours who have been 
so helpful during this crisis. A 
special thank you to Izzy for 
the lovely Easter card. This 
was such a surprise and much 
appreciated. 

Janice and Melvyn Downing 
Bury Green.



INFO@ALLASPECTSTREESERVICES.CO.UK

TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING

01279 755545
07940 231964
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+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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Following the closure of the Village Hall for the foreseeable future, both the Plant 
Sale on the 16th May and our next meeting on ‘Health safety and wildlife aspects of 
trees’ on 19th May will probably be postponed. (Please check the Village Hall website).

If this happens we will hold the Plant Sale later on in the year so don’t forget to pot 
up any spare plants. Also, if you have any extra vegetable or flower seedlings or you 
would like some seedlings, please contact either Karin 771532 or Anne 771564.

Hopefully our Autumn Show will go ahead so with that in mind, please refer to 
the Parish Council website under Gardening Group and it will show the up to date 
schedule (or phone Karin). As we have a lot of time on our hands we could take 
this opportunity to make our pickles and chutneys as they need 3 months to allow 
flavours to develop.

Tips for May:
1. Prune shrubs such as forsythia and chaenomeles after flowering to keep them 
compact.

2. Apply a liquid feed to tulips, daffodils and other spring bulbs to encourage a good 
display next year.

3. Add interest to shady borders by planting a selection of hostas and ferns.

4. Plant out summer bedding after the last frost.

In these difficult times, you can still buy plants online so don’t despair.

Keep well and keep safe.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett



all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured

SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

Our one remaining chicken, Brenda, 
has been, as they say, ruling the roost 
for the past 12 months.

She is ancient, as chicken ages go, 
hasn’t laid an egg since 2018, is fit 
and healthy and parades around 
the garden like the prima donna she 
has become! Despite two foxes who 
patrol our place, she remains intact 
and seems oblivious of the danger 
she is in. She eats the seeds dropped  
by our wild birds, augmented by  
kitchen scraps and peanuts, which 
she adores! If the virus hadn’t 
happened, we would have continued 
thus until Brenda met her maker, but 
time hangs heavily nowadays, don’t 
you agree?

So I began a quest to add to our 
chicken family. Wow! It would have 
been easier to search for gold! Every 
chicken in Hertfordshire was sold 
within days of the expected lockdown. 
One breeder told me that he had sold 
5,000 chickens in one week! I scoured 
the internet, far and wide.... nothing! 
Then, by chance, I found someone 
who had a few nine-week olds chicks 
left.

It was all I could do not to shout ‘wait 
there’ as I agreed to buy the last 
remaining few from him. We started 
out almost immediately, me clutching 
my mobile phone to guide us on 
the way. Despite hubby saying he 
thought he knew the farm, I insisted 
I use the phone’s facility ( it was only 

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

the second time I had used it, and I 
was impressed how good it was). We 
started off but after about 15 minutes 
we were surprised to find the phone 
told us to carry straight on when 
hubby would have turned right.

So we continued, on and on, following 
the directions, past Welwyn Garden 
City and onwards towards St Albans. 
We both began to panic  when 
it took us into the centre of town 
and the voice said “You are at your 
destination”. We were, in fact, directly 
behind the Cathedral!

At last I admitted defeat and we got an 
old map out and wove our way back 
to where we should have been in the 
first place. It was only about 20 miles 
from home!

Fortunately the farmer was still 
patiently waiting for us, about an 
hour after our agreed time.... with the 
chicks still boxed up in his Land Rover. 
The chicks moved vehicles, money 
changed hands, and we returned 
home – the obvious way – with much 
chirping coming from our car boot!

Now the chicks are well established, 
eating and drinking copious amounts. 
And Brenda? She is taking it all in her 
stride. I call her name each morning 
and open the outer door. She hops 
down from her perch and, in leisurely 
fashion,  wanders out. Night-time, we 
wait until it is almost dark and then go 
up to the chicken house, let her in... 
and all is well.
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Due to Wendy and I self-isolating we 
have now been no further than our 
garden for 3 weeks (as of 13th April.) 
Whilst we both have many projects on 
the go to keep ourselves busy I have 
also decided to record all the nature I 
come across in our garden and have 
been surprised by the amount that 
I come across by just looking more 
closely. Once the pear and apple 
blossom appeared several species of 
small bees that I hadn’t encountered 
before turned up; not due to their rarity 
but because I have never taken the time 
to wait by a tree in blossom to see what 
comes along. In particular, Gwnne’s 
mining bee and Chocolate mining bee 
(Andrena bicolor and Andrena scotia) 
were new for me in the Parish.

I also checked on spiders, now having 
identified 4 species. A real surprise 
was when I received a photo from our 
neighbours, Ben and Cassie to let me 
know he had unearthed a hibernating 
Smooth newt in a pile of old bricks 
along the path by the chapel.

Moths and birds make up the majority of 
the list, 26 and 39 species respectively 
and this will increase rapidly as spring 
turns into early summer. If you wish to 
have any creature from your garden or 
walk identified I would be very happy 
to receive it. Just text a photo and 
description to 07805571551 or email 
me at: jforgham@hotmail.com.

My self-isolation list can be found on 
my blog www.littlehadhambirding.
blogspot.co.uk and scroll down or 

click on the correct title in the index on 
the right. It will be in the April section. 
Also here, I have put up a series of 
suggestions for families to do in the 
garden, ideas tied in with nature, 
ranging from making an insect catching 
sweep net to painting moths, butterflies 
and trees. Do have a go at these and 
I am always happy to see photos of 
your results or photos of the children 
carrying out the suggestions. 

Finally, my annual request. May I ask 
all readers to let me know if they hear 
a cuckoo. A map reference, time and 
date would be the gold standard of 
recording but, failing that just the date 
and rough area would suffice. Over the 
last 12 years cuckoo numbers have 
fallen drastically. In 2008 I heard at 
least 7 individual males calling in Little 
Hadham, last year I got 2 reports and 
didn’t hear one personally in the Parish. 

A few photos of things I have 
encountered over the last three weeks. 

Wishing all readers good health.

Jono

Notes from a Small Garden
Jono Forgham
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The Hundred Parishes Society Recipe Ideas
Mike Young

Many of us are familiar with pillboxes: 
those squat concrete buildings 
dotted around the countryside, often 
overgrown and merged with the 
landscape. Many will be aware of their 
connection to the Second World War 
but their origins go further back.

The purpose of the pillbox was to 
protect a gunner while offering him a 
good line of vision. The concept was 
developed in the First World War and 
first used in 1917. Early constructions 
were of a circular shape, hence the 
term pillbox. In the Second World War 
they were first used by the British 
Expeditionary Force in Flanders. 

The last batch of pillboxes was built 
almost 80 years ago to resist a possible 
invasion of this country. Thousands 
were installed in 1940-41, many in 
coastal locations or in defensive lines 
across the south and east of England. 
Others were built to form a box around 
London, but stray examples appear in 
other places.

Pillboxes varied from the one-man 
Tett Turret to big emplacements for 
two pounder anti-tank guns. The most 
common shape was hexagonal. The 
Royal Engineers decided on the sites 
and they were built to government 
specifications by local contractors, 
although in practice the work was often 
carried out by volunteers who were paid 
a “dole”. It is thought that about 15,000 
were constructed, of which perhaps 
two-thirds survive. 

Within the Hundred Parishes about 
45 were built, mainly as part of a line 
stretching between Chelmsford and 
Cambridge, often beside the Chelmer 
and Cam rivers which formed a natural 
anti-tank barrier. In Great Waltham 
parish a “World War Two Trail” of around 
4 miles passes thirteen surviving 
pillboxes around Hartford End with 
informative interpretation panels. 

The pillboxes were virtually obsolete as 
soon as they were built, being designed 
for an invasion that never came. 

Wondering what to do with some of those 
items in your veggie box that you wouldn’t 
normally buy? Or how to use ingredients 
from the garden to avoid the supermarket 
for one more day? Here’s some ideas:

Stuffed Butternut Squash
Ingredients 

• 1 large butternut squash (about 1.5kg) or 
2 small ones

• 1 garlic clove, finely chopped
• About 50g unsalted butter
• A little rapeseed or olive oil
• 75g walnuts, lightly toasted and very 

coarsely chopped
• 200g blue cheese, such as Dorset Blue 

Vinny or Harbourne Blue, crumbled into 
small lumps (or use a crumbly goat’s 
cheese)

• 2 tsp chopped thyme
• 1 tbsp runny honey
• Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
Method 

Make sure the outside of the squash is 
scrubbed clean. Cut the squash in half 
lengthways and scoop out the seeds and soft 
fibres. Put in a roasting dish, add the chopped 
garlic and a nut of butter to each cavity, then 
brush with a little oil and season well.
Place in an oven preheated to 190°C/Gas Mark 
5 and bake for ¾-1 hour, until the flesh feels 
very tender when pierced with the tip of a knife.
Scoop the soft flesh and all the buttery, garlicky 
juices out into a bowl, leaving a 1cm thick layer 
of flesh still attached to the skin, so the squash 
holds its shape.
Roughly mash the flesh. Keep back a few 
pieces of walnut and a little of the cheese, then 
fold the remaining walnuts and cheese into the 
soft squash, along with the thyme and some 
more salt and pepper.
Spoon the filling back into the empty squash 
halves and scatter on the reserved cheese and 
walnuts. Finish with the merest trickle of honey, 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Pillbox between Newport and Audley End House Pillbox at Wendens Ambo beside Fighting Cocks pub

then return the squash to the oven and bake 
for 15 minutes, or until the cheese is bubbling. 
Serve with a crisp green salad.

Variation - Crispy bacon-stuffed squash
Chop 4 rashers of smoked streaky bacon and fry 
for a minute or two until crisp and golden. Stir 
these into the soft squash flesh, along with about 
50g finely grated Gruyère cheese, a tablespoon of 
chopped chives and plenty of black pepper. Top 
with a little more grated Gruyère before returning 
to the oven.

Be inventive and play around with your own store 
cupboard ingredients. 

Nettle Soup
Ingredients

• Fresh nettles 500g, Wear gloves while 
picking, washing and handling while fresh.  
Avoid nettles that have started to flower 
and discard thick stems

• 1 large onion diced
• butter 50g
• 1 large carrot chopped
• celery sticks 2, chopped
• garlic cloves 2
• 1 Large potato diced
• Vegetable/chicken stock 1 litre
• double cream or crème fraîche 40ml
• salt and pepper
Method

Melt the butter in a large pan and fry the onion, 
carrot, celery and garlic until soft. Add diced 
potato and vegetable stock and cooked potato 
and simmer until cooked – approximately 20 
minutes.
Add the nettles and boil for 5 minutes until 
the nettles have wilted. Remove from heat and 
add the cream and whizz in a blender or soup 
blender stick until smooth.  Add salt and pepper 
to taste . Serve with a chunk of fresh bread.
This is a flexible recipe so add your own little twist 
to it.  Suitable to adapt to vegan and nettles available 
all summer providing you get them before flowering.

Jan Williamson 
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Elizabeth Eastwood visited us in March, to 
give a talk entitled “Puritans and Pilgrims”.  
She covered the role of Hertfordshire 
people in exploring and developing the 
USA.  This involvement began in earnest 
with the founding of the Virginia Company 
in the reign of James I.  The Farrar family 
of Hertford who owned the Bell (now the 
Salisbury arms) were leading members of 
the Company, which founded Jamestown, 
Virginia (ca 1610).  2020 is the 400th 
hundredth anniversary of the sailing of 
Mayflower from Plymouth.  One of those 
who sailed was Richard Warren, little is 
known about him, but his wife Elizabeth 
nee Walker came from Great Amwell.  
Elizabeth and her 5 daughters followed  
three years later, sailing in the Anne in 
1623.  The couple went on to have two 
sons.  Sadly, Richard died in 1628 but 
Elizabeth, lived as a widow for a futher 
45 years. She features prominently in 
the early records of the community in 
Plymouth Mass where she is currently 
well remembered eg in the Pilgrim Hall 
Museum.  All of her seven children 
survived to adulthood and went on to 
marry and have children.  Amongst their 
numerous descendants are Franklin D 
Rooseveldt, Genral Ulysses Grant, Orson 
Welles and Alan Shepard who landed on 
the moon.

1620 was the start of a period known 
as the Great Migration.  Passenger 
lists survive for many of the ships 
that sailed, carrying people from 
Hertfordshire amongst many others all 
seeking a new life in America.  These 
included the descendants of two 
bailiffs (Mayors) of Tudor Hertford. Two 
local men who trained as ministers 

also followed were Samuel Stone and 
Charles Chauncy.  Stone helped to found 
Hartford, Connecticut and Chauncy 
became President of Harvard University.  
Ancestors of both Jimmy Carter and 
George Washington lived in the county.  
Jimmy Carter’s ancestors hailed from 
Kings Langley and John Washington 
the great, great grandfather of George 
emigrated to America from Tring in 1656.  
The latter was descended from Robert 
Washington, whose brother Lawrence 
married Martha Newce of Much Hadham 
Hall in 1578.  Martha is remembered 
amongst the large family of Clement 
Newce on a brass in St Andrew’s  Church.  
This  was a fascinating talk and showed 
Elizabeth’s command of the subject.  She 
has agreed to guide us on a walk around 
Hertford after life returns to normal –  
probably in the summer of 2021.

This is my last report from this year 
programme.  The society may be able to 
contribute a few articles covering local 
history from time to time from our records.  
Those socially isolating may find now is a 
good time to work on their family and/or 
local histories.  I wish all our members and 
other interested people well until we meet 
again.  

There are NO Forthcoming Events to 
notify as all have been postponed until 
further notice: 

Our Web Site will give notice when we are 
able to resume activities. The replacement  
programme will inevitably involve 
considerable changes from the original.  
Please remember that all news will be on 
the site under the Heading “Events”.  

Mike Clark 01279 842 131

www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  
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ACROSS
1 Rush around in old car, to 
find escaped criminal in Oz 
(10)
7 A disease singular to 
sponge (4)
9 English is almost never 
spoken poetically in Telford, 
for example (8)
10 Rotter is in modern art 
emporium (6)
11 Copper into Turner gets 
depression (6)
12 I am unpretentious? No (8)
13 Clothe with part of a corset 
(4)
15 Get mean about bird call 
(10)
18 Monster horribly present 
on the waves (3,7)
20 Who should really have 
written Diary of a Nobody? (4)
21 See 4
24 Enjoy the flavour (6)
26 Composer of Semiramide 
and La Mer? No (6)
27 As were the leftovers a 
man ate, being overdrawn? (8)
28 Scolded infant without a 
trace of leniency (4)
29 4,21’s Mount is irregular 
cube next to a generation 
symbol (missing centrepiece) 
(10)

DOWN
2 Auntie hit boiling asphalt (9)
3 Told of journey to university to find poem (5)
4,21 The king of 7, this general axed threat strategically (9,3,5)
5 Not,we hear, a problem for 4,21 (7)
6 Province is to take up weapons again, changing sides (5)
7 4,21’s country; a wine capital erected around the last stages 
of 300 (as it’s written) (9)
8 Aeolian and Doric, say, in 12 (5)
14 Quarrelled in Hell over a sin (9)
16 Outside port finally, make fast a vessel – one that’s engine 
driven (5,4)
17 Some garment to stitch, it’s said – or more than one (9)
19 One goes into troubled centre, having some guts (7)
22 Man ‘as old Erica (5)
23 Residential area in upwardly mobile part of Bruxelles (5)
25 Student priest in Guanaco (5)

Editor’s Note: Please let 
me know if you would like to 
see a regular puzzle page 
in the Parish News and 
what sort of puzzles you 
would like to see? I’ve tried 
out some different ones 
this month, let me know 
what you enjoy. Email me at: 
littlehadhampm@gmail.com

Puzzles Page
Stuck at home? We thought you might appreciate some puzzles! 
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Answers from Last Month:

Pixiduko

SudukoBattleships

Battleships is a solitaire version of the classic 
strategy game in which you must locate and sink 
a hidden fleet. The numbers indicate the number 
of squares in each row/column that contain a 
ship or ship segment. Clues may indicate water, 
specific ships, or parts of ships. Circles indicate 
submarines (one square ships). Semicircles 
ends of larger ships. Large squares indicate ship 
middles. Diamonds are unspecified ship pieces. 
The complete list of ships is shown on the right 
side of the puzzle.  
No ship may touch another ship, even diagonally. 



Dear Friends, 

It will come as no surprise to you that 
the traditional Christian Aid envelope 
delivery and collection will not be taking 
place this year.  This year, Christian 
Aid’s main fundraising will have to be 
online, and if you feel able to donate, 
you can do so at:

www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-
appeals/christian-aid-week

www.justgiving.com/campaign/
CAweek2020

NEW QUIZ EVENT! via

To support Christian Aid, our Rector 
Steve has kindly agreed to host a quiz 
via Zoom. This will be on Monday 11th 
May at 8pm. There will be a donation 
to take part, and glory to be won! To 
register to take part please email me  
suzannekennard@yahoo.co.uk I can 
then add you to the Zoom invite for the 
evening.

With best wishes for your health and 
happiness. Suzanne Kennard

We’re still here to help!

If you need advice during the 
coronavirus outbreak, we’re still 
here to help. Whilst we’ve had to 
temporarily close our face to face 
service you can still contact us in a 
number of ways if you are an East 
Herts or Uttlesford resident: 

For advice by email go to www.
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/
webadvice

For phone advice please call 03444 
111444 10am-4pm Monday to 
Friday (you may have to wait in a 
queue but we will get to you as soon 
as we can). Or call 01920 459944 
and leave a message. One of our 
advisers will get back to you as soon 
as possible.

You can also access information 
online at citizensadviceeastherts.
org.uk

For medical advice - www.nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

NB. We will do our very best to 
answer all calls and emails but, due 
to a reduction in the number of staff 
and volunteers we have available, 
please bear with us at this difficult 
time. It may be that we have to offer 
to call you back with more advice at 
a later time. 

Daily service with Rev. 
Steve: 10am on Zoom 
or telephone. Email 
rectorhightrees@
btinternet.com or call 
01279  842609 for a 
meeting link.


