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Live each day fully and don’t be 
afraid Matthew 6.25-34

COVID-19 Update:
- Village Hall closed until further notice
- Little Hadham Primary School closed until further notice  
- Stay home, stay safe
- Look out for your friends and neighbours who may be           
  feeling vulnerable



Have a Hadham.
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Rector of the Parish:
Revd. Steve Bate
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:
Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:
Anne Wright
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

Editorial Deadline:

All articles for inclusion, sponsorship and 
copy and payment for advertising in the 
next issue must be received by the15th 
of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor for details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit down copy 
received and omit accompanying pictures 
where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham.com

Prayer Chain:

Within our congregations we have a network 
of people who will receive prayer requests. 
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or 
personal need, when received, it will be 
forwarded to the people on the chain who will 
pray immediately for each request for a period 
of time. All requests will be confidential.

Please ring anytime: 
Janet: 842 671 or Karin: 771 532 or
Alice 504 781

Letter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

I’m writing this at a time when our churches 
have intensified the precautions that they’re 
taking due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus. 
Included in the guidance that we are 
following is the now familiar advice given 
to everyone – to wash your hands with 
soap and water for at least twenty seconds. 
Along with others, church members are also 
participating in an initiative to ensure that 
our friends and neighbours have someone 
to turn to for help during the coming weeks. 
This is what it looks like to live out the words 
of Jesus “Love your neighbour as you love 
yourself.”

Our own Bishop of St Albans, the Rt Revd 
Dr Alan Smith has written a different kind of 
guidance. This guidance is all about loving 
our neighbours and is called ‘Bishop Alan’s 
Coronavirus Golden Rules’. As this guidance 
says, it’s not official advice but this is food-
for-thought about our attitudes. It’s advice 
anyone can follow - not just churches - and 
I’d like to share it with you.

Golden Rule One

Each one of us can think about how we 
can protect and support our neighbours. 
So much of the public rhetoric is sowing 
fear about the danger of other people. So, 
taking all the official precautions, offer 
help and reassurance to others – and don’t 
demonise anyone or any group.

Golden Rule Two

Think about who may be suffering more 
than me. For those of us who are healthy 
there is much less to worry about but 
the elderly, the housebound and those 

with chronic health 
conditions may be 
very anxious. How 
about each church 
undertaking an audit 
of all the vulnerable people they know and 
sharing out the responsibility to phone them 
each day? There’s nothing like a friendly 
voice to offer solace when someone is 
worried. A smile can bring cheer, even on 
the phone. If you visit, follow all the official 
precautions or don’t go.

Golden Rule Three

Don’t give into panic and start hoarding 
food. There is plenty to go around, so 
practise the Christian discipline of sharing. 
Ask your neighbours what they need and 
do your best to help them get it. If you are 
self-isolating you will of course need some 
supplies.

Golden Rule Four

Live today to the full. None of us ever 
know what the future holds. In the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 6.25-34), Jesus 
challenged his followers to live each day 
fully and not be afraid. Every time we are 
tempted to give in to fear we need to make 
a conscious choice to respond in trust and 
openness.

And, along with just over half the adults in 
the UK, don’t forget to pray.

Every blessing

Little Hadham Parish News
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Self Isolating/Social Distancing? Feeling Vulnerable? 
Brenda Kain brendakain@sky.com

Do you need help?

You might already know that we are 
coordinating help in Little Hadham 
and the hamlets to ensure that 
nobody suffers unnecessarily during 
this time. If you need shopping, help 
with prescriptions, feel isolated or 
have underlying health issues please 
contact me. 

If you are unable to walk your dog or 
need help with other pets please let 
us know. We have a system in place to 
ensure that you are not overlooked. 

Please contact me if you need help.

Can you help? 

As we are coordinating help for 
those who are self-isolating or 
social distancing in Little Hadham, 
we need volunteers in each hamlet 
to help out with running errands, 
walking dogs, looking after pets, 
picking up groceries, medications 
etc. for those who are unable to do 
so for themselves. 

The more people we have the better 
we can look after each other, and 
ensure we have cover, even if some 
of our volunteers end up having to 
self-isolate. 

When Anne asked me to write a short 
piece on handling anxiety, I was initially 
nervous about the prospect. After all, right 
now, you get the feeling so many of us are 
dealing with a curve ball we have simply 
never seen before. However, it also felt 
only right to say yes. Hence, a few things 
came to mind ...

Firstly, in a time of self-isolation, social 
distancing and school shut-downs, it 
seems to me, openness and honesty 
(albeit, no doubt, with a fair amount of 
diplomacy), a sense of calm, and a healthy 
dose of understanding are all elements on 
the home front that will help with any over-
all anxiety. Although, of course, I do realise 
this is easier said than done.

Secondly, on the idea of escapism – which 
is suddenly such a difficult thing – it is If you need help or can offer to volunteer please contact Brenda Kain: 

email: brendakain@sky.com  or call on: 01279 771 028 / 07510 323 811

Hello - I hope everyone is doing ok in 
these strange and unsettling times 
we find ourselves in. 

We have been working hard this 
month to bring you a Parish News 
with lots of help and support if you are 
self-isolating and need assistance. 
Please don’t be afraid to reach out, 
we’ve got you. It strikes me at times 
like these how lucky we are to live in 
a small community like Little Hadham 
where there are so many kind and 
thoughtful people who are, as I type, 

Editor’s Note:

Handling Anxiety in Difficult Times

Anne Wright

Anthony Welsh

littlehadhampn@gmail.com

antwelsh@hotmail.com

figuring out ways to support you all. 

I have tried to edit any articles that 
include references to meet ups or 
social gatherings, but things are 
changing so quickly and we are 
writing this a good week or so before 
you read it, so please can I ask that 
you assume that any events printed 
here may not actually be happening 
as planned and always check before 
showing up. 

Stay safe and look out for each other. 

so important for our mental health to 
still find a healthy way to do this. For 
example, I love movies although, for 
each of us, I feel sure there will be things 
we feel passionate about – even if we 
haven’t discovered them yet, and who 
knows, maybe now is the time?

Thirdly, having had M.E./CFS, anxiety 
and sleep issues myself, certainly, 
on the latter, I could recommend 
sleep relaxation videos (or the nature 
relaxation app), Pukka Night-Time 
Organic tea, or the various breathing 
techniques.

And of course, it’s good to talk; whether 
that be via counselling, a close friend, 
or even a family member, where you 
feel safe, heard and perhaps, most 
importantly of all, understood.
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

 
  

 

Choose from a selection  
of over 60 cars from  
£5,000 to £50,000 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     01279 652656   
     Bishops Stortford 

     CM23 5PS 
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National Association of Local Councils 
(NALC) has just informed us that 
in addition to measures previously 
brought forward, the Government has 
now confirmed: Councils will be able 
to use their discretion on deadlines for 
Freedom of Information requests.  The 
deadline for local government financial 
audits will be extended to 30 September 
2020.  It will consider bringing forward 
legislation to remove the requirement 
for Annual Council meetings to take 
place in person (details to follow as 
soon as available).  It will consider 
bringing forward legislation to allow 
Council committee meetings to be held 
virtually for a temporary period (details 
to follow as soon as available)

Little Hadham Parish Council made 
an application for the Road Safety 
Fund. We requested: That the Signage 
coming into the Parish, and entering 
each Hamlet, is updated to clearly show 
speed limits. This is to include road 
markings and modern speed indication 
signs. It is to include 2 Speed indicator 
signs at the North and South Entry 

points to Little Hadham and Hadham 
Ford on the C15 and Albury Road.  

We received notification on the 4th 
March, that our application was 
successful. We will keep you informed 
of progress with this initiative.

Contacting the Parish Council 

- The Chair can be contacted at 
chairlittlehadham@gmail.com 

- The Clerk at clerklittlehadham@
gmail.com or 01920 870809

Here are some important sources of 
information that you might find useful 
over the coming months.

The Citizens Advice Service. They 
will not be able to accept face to face 
for the foreseeable future. They will 
however still be operating an advice 
service via telephone, webchat and 
email. Clients can call us on 03444 111 
444 or see advice options at https://
citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/

Public Health Frequently Asked 
Questions https://www.hertfordshire.gov.
uk/about-the-council/news/news-archive/
coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions

HertsHelp - We’re here for you  
https://www.hertshelp.net 
We are HertsHelp - a network of 
community organisations in Hertfordshire 
working together. We’re here to listen 
and help you find independent support, 
guidance and information you need to 
get the most out of life. See what other 
people have asked for help with. Advice 
from the county council to keep active and 
maintain a healthy lifestyle.

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

Dates for your diary:

Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 
7th April – due to the Village 
Hall being closed, alternative 
arrangements will be made.  

Please see the website and 
noticeboards for further details.

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING

SMALL GROUP TRAINING

CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES

BOOTCAMP

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT

BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071

 



SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care
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Andrew Wilkinson
Down at the Doctors

As Dr Haimes is away I have taken 
the opportunity to use the space 
and update you on the latest 
Coronavirus information and 
what actions we have taken at the 
practice. This will be reviewed on a 
weekly basis but is likely to stand for 
at least the next couple of months. 

Important information about 
the coronavirus (COVID-19)

As the advice on Coronavirus is 
changing daily, please visit www.
nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19 for the latest guidance.  
Please refer to self-isolation advice 
on www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19-stay-at-
home-guidance 

In order to promote patient and 
staff safety we will be increasing 
our telephone triage service. All 
appointments will be triaged by a 
GP before a patient is seen face to 
face. The reception team will ask 
the nature of the problem (ask about 
Coronavirus symptoms) and book a 
telephone call with the duty doctor 
who will call you back. The online 
appointment booking process 
for appointments is temporarily 
suspended.

The practice is operating a one in 
one out system at the reception 
and dispensing hatches. One of 
the team will be on the front door 

to hand out medication or allow 
access for an agreed appointment 
which has been triaged by the duty 
doctor. If you are in the waiting room 
sit apart from any other patient and 
if at all possible please attend alone.

All routine medication reviews will 
be cancelled. Urgent medication 
reviews will be discussed by a GP 
on the telephone.

All chronic care reviews e.g. 
annual diabetes check, asthma 
reviews, NHS Health Checks will be 
cancelled for the foreseeable future.

There will be no appointments at 
our branch surgeries until further 
notice.

All pregnant women who are well 
should attend for their care as 
normal. If you are pregnant and have 
symptoms of possible Covid-19 
infection, you should call to defer 
routine visits until after the isolation 
period is over. 

These are unprecedented times and 
we are following national guidance 
to keep our patients and staff as 
safe and well as possible.

Thank you for your understanding.

Andrew Wilkinson

Practice Manager



INFO@ALLASPECTSTREESERVICES.CO.UK

TREE SURGERY
STUMP GRINDING
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING

01279 755545
07940 231964
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+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st April in the Village Hall*, (please 
check nearer the time that the Hall is open) meet 7.45pm for 8.00pm start, 
when the talk is by David Willett on ‘Famous Gardeners & their Gardens’.

Please make a note in your diary for our Plant Sale and Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 16th May at 9.30am*. Don’t forget to pot up some spare plants. 
Also, if you have any large plastic or clay/china flowerpots suitable for display 
planting, please contact Gail on 07800 764414 for pick up or delivery. They will 
be planted up so we can sell them for the Village Hall funds.

*please check whether events are going ahead as planned before turning up.

Tips for April:
1. Repair bare patches on lawns.

2. Sow hardy annuals such as Love-in-a-Mist into gaps in borders.

3. Protect the new shoots of hostas, delphiniums and other vulnerable plants 
from slugs and snails.

4. Continue deadheading spring bulbs so they don’t waste energy setting seed.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Anne Willett
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I write this newsletter on the day after we 
have had to take the difficult decision to 
close the Village Hall for the foreseeable 
future, due to the current government 
guidelines surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic. I hope you understand that this 
is just a precaution to help keep everyone 
in the Village as safe as possible.
The most important thing is that we are 
mindful of any vulnerable neighbours that 
may need our help accessing food and 
medicines or maybe feeling unwell.  
Please be extra vigilant and check 
regularly with your neighbours! 
A simple phone call can help people 
to feel they are not on their own if they 
decide to self-isolate due to underlying 
health conditions.  

I have good news for our Village Hall 
which has managed to secure a £5k grant 
awarded by Hertfordshire Community 
Foundation.  This was given to us for 
Social Prescribing use which will help us 
to provide additional comfortable chairs/
tables for our many expanding groups and 
will also allow us to advertise our many 
Social Prescribing activities we now have 
running with good leaflet facilities.  Every 
group wants to advertise and we find we 
get swamped with many leaflets which 
we cannot display.  This will make a big 
difference to our hall as we move forward 
and help to increase people’s awareness 
of what is available in their community and 
beyond.

We hope that our film club equipment 
will be fitted sometime in May and shall 
keep you informed of this progress.  EHC 
granted us the costs for our equipment 

Jan Williamson
Little Hadham Village Hall News

but we need to purchase some additional 
equipment to allow compatibility with our 
new equipment.  This we are now able to 
do with an additional grant from Stanstead 
Passenger grant fund of £1k. 

Unfortunately our Healthy Eating 
demonstration was cancelled due to lack 
of numbers which may be due to Covid 
19. However, I am very keen to start up 
a little Cookery Club that help people to 
create good healthy dishes of their own 
choice and work out why some recipes 
don’t work. It will be fun and interactive 
so if this is something that interests you 
I am looking for about 20 people who 
have a passion for good food and don’t 
mind trying new things.  It will be open to 
all dietary needs as sharing food ideas is 
always good fun.  

Finally, due to our running costs we will be 
putting up our hall rates from April which 
will have impact on the smaller groups 
who have to pay the same rate as the 
larger ones, so attendance is important if 
they are to survive.  Each month we will 
try and promote one of these groups as 
we don’t want to lose them.  One of the 
difficulties is regular attendance and 1 
or 2 people not turning up each week 
can make or break these groups with hall 
fees. This affects our affiliated groups as 
well as our regular users so please think 
before you don’t turn up what it will cost 
the group!

If you want any further information about any 
of the information contained above please 
contact Jan Williamson 01279 771272 or 
email chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 

 

WWOOOODD  
BBRRIIQQUUEETTTTEESS  

            
HHiigghh  bbuurrnn  tteemmppeerraattuurreess,,  
SSaaffee  ffoorr  wwoooodd  bbuurrnneerrss,,  
VVeerryy  llooww  aasshh  ccoonntteenntt,,  

CClleeaann  ttoo  hhaannddllee  
  
££33  ppeerr  bbaagg  ccoolllleecctteedd  ffrroomm  

FFuurrnneeuuxx  PPeellhhaamm  oorr    
££55  ppeerr  bbaagg  ffrreeee  llooccaall  
ddeell iivveerryy  ((mmiinn  oorrddeerr  

vvaapppplliieess))    
  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  pplleeaassee  ccaall ll    
0011227799  777777666666  oorr  eemmaaiill  
jjaannbboorr@@bbttccoonnnneecctt..ccoomm    

  
AAllll  pprriicceess  aarree  iinncclluussiivvee  ooff  VVAATT  

cchhaarrggeedd  aatt  55%%  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For ALL your PC / IPAD needs; 
Repairs, Upgrades & Training 

www.learnpc.co.uk  
  
 

Call or Email Tracy on 
07521 977997 
learnpc@icloud.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult Ballet Barre  

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4PM  

LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL 

CALL NOW ON  

07538262835 

 



14 15

in Little Hadham Village Hall unless otherwise stated
What’s On in April NOTICEBOARD

Third Thursday Lunch cancelled 
due to COVID-19 and the closure 
of the Village Hall. 

Please use this noticeboard to 
communicate messages to the 
rest of the Village if you want to 
share your support to those who 
are sick or self-isolating during 
the Covid-19 situation, email me 
your words of encouragement 
or practical support to: 
littlehadhampn@gmail.com

THE RED CHAIR CINEMA CLUB
All showings suspended until further 

notice.

 For general inquiries or membership 
application, contact us at:

redchaircinema@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com 

Little Hadham Village Hall has shut its doors until further notice. The 
management committee together with residents of the village are now 
concentrating on keeping the community safe and looked after. If you 
live in Little Hadham and wish to be a volunteer please contact me:-

chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 
or Brenda Kain on: brendakain@sky.com

Please don’t leave it to everyone else, do volunteer if you are able. See 
page 4 for more details. 

Please also consider photocopying the postcard below, which is 
currently going viral on social media, fill it in and distribute it to your 
neighbours. Let’s look out for one another. 

Stay safe everyone. 

Rural Ramblings
It’s at times like these when we all 
have to pull together.... when we 
have to be there for our neighbours 
and friends, fetch their food, get 
their prescriptions, ring them 
so they know someone cares. If 
you are self-isolating or just plain 
scared, to know you are not alone 
is the best gift you can give- or 
receive.

Stay safe and see you all next 
month! 

Cherry



all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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On a cold, wet early March day it is 
lovely to look forward to April and the 
prospect of blue skies, some warmth, 
bluebells and peonies. However, the 
Coronavirus pandemic is of course 
now set to stymie our April Open Day. 
We will keep our website up to date 
and keep our fingers crossed that we 
will be able to return to having open 
days later in the year.

We have undertaken a huge amount 
of work over the winter. The Italian 
Garden is looking lovely with planted 
urns at the top of the renovated steps; 
the ferns in the stumpery are filling 
it out; the Japanese garden has new 
features and trees; and the last bit 
of the walled kitchen garden has 

Jill Goldsmith
The Gardens of Easton Lodge

www.eastonlodge.co.uk

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

been tamed, making space for a little 
orchard in addition to the fruit trees 
lining the walls and paths. And we 
are continuing to plant to bring joy to 
those who can get to see the Gardens 
and to raise fresh vegetables. 

The Helen Rollason Rural Rambles on 
18 April, will finish at the Gardens. The 
entry fee for the 1, 4 or 10 mile walk 
helps fund the work of this wonderful 
charity and provides for entry to the 
Gardens and a complimentary cream 
tea. Keep an eye on their website to 
see if it will still be going ahead.

For further details about our work, see 
our website: www.eastonlodge.co.uk  
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The Hundred Parishes Society Little Hadham Afternoon Teas
Tricia Moxey Wendy Forgham

One of the delights of a woodland walk 
on a sunny April day is the sweet scent 
wafting from the massed flowers of the 
English bluebell.  One of our best-loved 
wildflowers, with half of the world’s 
population found in the UK, it is typically 
associated with ancient woodlands but 
can also occur at the base of long-
established hedgerows.  

The narrow glossy leaves and flower 
spikes are produced from deeply 
rooted bulbs supported by specialised 
symbiotic fungi.  The flowers are a deep 
violet-blue, but sometimes white or pink 
spikes occur.  The flowers are narrow, 
tubular-bell shaped, with tips that curl 
backwards, and the pollen is cream-
coloured. They are arranged on one side 
of a drooping stem.  After pollination 
by honeybees and other insects many 
green capsules form which will hold 
large numbers of ripe black seeds. The 
seeds are shaken from the capsules by 
breezes or by animals running through 
the woods. 

The introduced and invasive Spanish 
bluebell has broader leaves. Its pale 

blue, unscented flowers are arranged 
all around the upright stem and are 
more open revealing blue pollen.  
Encouragingly, recent research has 
found that the native species has a 
genetic advantage due to the sheer 
weight of numbers and greater fertility 
and so should continue to thrive. 

Locations where it is possible to 
see carpets of bluebells include the 
Hertfordshire Way as it passes through 
Sidehill Wood and Mill Wood in Much 
Hadham and Howe Wood in Littlebury 
beside Strethall Road as it crosses over 
the M11 motorway.  

Several walks described on our website 
pass through woodlands.  Walk number 
4 goes through a fine bluebell wood at 
Rickling whilst the longer walk 20 visits 
Mill Wood. 

Details of woods or nature reserves to 
visit can be found on these websites: 
www.Uttlesford-Wildlife.org.uk and 
www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk.

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Much HadhamLittlebury

Hello all.

With a heavy heart, in light of the Governments measures regarding the 
coronavirus pandemic, our Afternoon Teas will sadly have to be postponed until 
further notice. 

Therefore, during the month of April I would like to offer an individual ‘Tea In A Box’ 
door step delivery to all our over 60’s guests along with any over 70’s residents who 
may have to endure an extended period of self isolation.

As we all know, the situation changes from day to day and certain social distancing 
measures plus the lack of food supplies in the supermarkets may restrict me from 
doing this.

However, if you would like to receive a tea box, or know of someone who would, 
then please  contact me with your name, address, phone or email details plus how 
many boxes you require (no charge, donation only if wished) and I will get back to 
you regarding when and if this can be achieved. Fingers crossed it can.

Very best wishes to you all. 

Wendy

Contact details:

Phone: 01279 776112 / Mobile: 07817633713 

Email: wendyforgham@hotmail.com 
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Wendy and I moved to Little Hadham 
in Nov 2007 and I set out to record the 
entire natural history of the parish, an 
interest I still carry on 12 years later and 
I am still finding new species! In total, 
I have observed 109 bird species and 
over 780 moth species. However, my 
records show that in 2008 I recorded 
my first Red Kite in May 2008 and during  
that year I saw 3 in total. Now, some 12 
years later I see at least 3 a day within 
the parish along with daily sightings 
of Common Buzzard. A fast expansion 
rate indeed.

Red Kites became extinct in England in 
1871 and in Scotland in 1879. A small 
and declining population held on in the 
wooded valleys of mid Wales. By the 
1930’s this population was so small that 
it was feared that it, too would become 
no more. A study of the DNA now shows 
that all the Welsh birds came from a 
single female. At the lowest point the 
population was just 20 pairs until a 
slow increase in numbers in the 1960’s 
when protection was given to this 
rare British bird. Actually, it had been 
protected by law since 1903 but it still 
was persecuted by gamekeepers. In 
the 1950’s myxomatosis in the rabbit 
population caused a further decline 
as they are the Red Kites primary food 
source and then pesticides in the 
1960’s caused a low fertility rate, along 
with basic interbreeding due to such 
small numbers and it wasn’t until the 
1990’s that 100 breeding pairs were 
observed in mid Wales.

A release programme was set up by the 
RSPB in The Chilterns in 1989 and, with 
no persecution and suitable wooded 

habitats the red kite spread rapidly from 
their release points. By 2014 there had 
been a remarkable 1026% increase 
in numbers which explains why we 
are fortunate enough to see these 
magnificent birds so frequently.

With Common Buzzards, the answer to 
their increase locally has been down 
to a halt in using poisonous chemicals 
upon crops, a decrease in gamekeepers 
killing them and the increase in the 
rabbit population. The now banned 
organochlorine pesticides of the 
1960’s meant that rodents and rabbits 
became ill but not always dead. They 
were easy to catch and digest but this 
led to a build up of the chemical in the 
bird. This in turn meant that the egg 
shells became too fragile and thin to do 
their job, consequently the population 
crashed very rapidly. Same too for Barn 
Owls and Sparrowhawks in particular.

The Red Kite shows a marked forked 
tail in flight, a grey head and russet 
orange plumage with white under the 
wings. The Common Buzzard is an 
altogether bulkier bird with rounded 
wings, square tail and often a white 
horseshoe shape across the breast. 
This spring I shall be monitoring 
breeding sites for both species. A 
couple of weeks ago I noted 3 Kites 
and 2 Buzzards over a single field in the 
village, all keeping an eye on a pheasant 
that had been killed by a Kite. The light 
was good for a few photos.

Do you know your Common Buzzard 
from your Red Kite? See if you can spot 
the difference opposite.

Red Kites and Common buzzards in Little Hadham
Jono Forgham
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CPRE Hertfordshire Awards 2020 

For those caring about their Community 
and/or the Environment

Our annual Awards Scheme is now 
open and we invite you to think about 
the people or groups who help improve 
life in your community and/or enhance 
the environment in Hertfordshire and 
nominate them for an award. 

We want to recognise those who 
work so hard to protect, promote and 
enhance towns or villages and/or the 
surrounding countryside to make them 
better places to live, work, go to school 
or enjoy for today and tomorrow and 
to celebrate their efforts.  For example; 
charities, informal groups, events, 

businesses and individuals of all ages.

“It is great to see individuals and groups 
receiving recognition for their work and 
contribution to the community”  
Cllr Jeff Jones. 

There is a lot happening across 
Hertfordshire and we would love you 
to nominate, or to spread the word by 
telling others about the awards.  We are 
happy to receive self-nominations. 

For more information contact gill@
cpreherts.org.uk

To make a nomination just download 
a form from our website and return it 
to us.

www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards 

Closing date:  31 May 2020

Our judges review the nominations 
during the summer and the Awards 
are presented at an evening event in 
October.

CPRE Hertfordshire Awards 2020
Gill Bryant www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 

Talking Bowls...or Something
www.muchhadhambowlingclub.ukJack Howlett

We are back again  -  or will 
be depending on the weather, 
Coronavirus etc. sometime between  
mid and end of the month.  Shoes 
cleaned, clothes washed and ironed 
(maybe),  bowls polished and, deja vu,  
each member determined to make 
this their year.

Busy time over the winter. The 
contractors kept their promise and 
replaced the rotten wooden boards 
around the edge of the Green in 
November - this time with concrete 
- which should see out even our 
youngest member. This work could 
not have been carried out without 
the generous grants provided by East 
Herts. Health Project, MH Parish 
Council and Stansted Airport which 
together covered around half the cost 
with the remainder coming from our 
reserves (now somewhat depleted ) 
and various fund raising activities. Our 
sincere thanks to those donors.

Following on from the contractors,  
the Maintenance Squad have 
replaced some of the back boards 
around the Green, re-laid a number 
of paving slabs,  cleaned all slabs 
of moss, heavily trimmed the 
surrounding hedge and much more. 
Altogether it is looking pretty inviting  
and ready for all the new members  
we are expecting this year.

Which leads quite nicely to the 
recent report from the Onward 
Think Tank that modern life styles 

- long commutes, long working 
hours and technology - are killing 
communities. To quote  “the share 
of people volunteering,  joining local 
organisations or exchanging news or 
favours with those living around them 
is in precipitous decline.”  It  goes 
on to say that 70% of people think 
community spirit has fallen away in 
their lifetime. I must say that when I 
walk through our village these days 
there are far too many people I do not 
recognise and maybe we all need to 
make greater effort.  

So here is MHBC’s bit to help arrest 
that decline.  We are running an 
OPEN DAY on Saturday 23rd May 
2.00pm to 5.00pm* and look forward 
to many of you coming along to try 
your hand and meet us and other 
people. No cost - no commitment - 
just wear flat soled shoes.  

Also OPEN HOUSE each Wednesday 
morning* from 10.30am and evening 
from 6.30pm, 6 to 27 May.  

Tempted? Who couldn’t be!

Jack

Much Hadham Bowling Club, 
Recreation Ground SG10 6DL

*please check whether events are 
going ahead as planned before 
turning up. 

www.muchhadhambowlingclub.uk
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We recently welcomed Linda Gifford 
to present a history of Stanstead 
Abbotts. This large village also 
encompasses the parish of St 
Margarets which lies to the west 
of the River Lea.  It is a very old 
settlement, Iron Age remains 
have been found on Cats Hill, and 
“Stanstede” is recorded in the 
Domesday survey of 1086.  Ranulf, the 
Lord held the largest manor of four, 
all of which were ceded to Waltham 
Abbey in the early 12thC, when the 
very well preserved St James was 
built on the site of the former Saxon 
church. Later 15thC features included 
a fine porch.  The manor was seized 
by Henry VIII in 1531, who gave part 
of it, including the Easneye Estate,  to 
Anne Boleyn.  On her death it reverted 
to the crown and Elizabeth I gave it 
to Edward Baesh.  He established 
many charities to benefit the village 
some of which still operate, and also 
endowed the old Clock School.  The 
Baesh estate was subsequently 
acquired by the Buxton family (of 
the well known brewers - Truman, 
Hanbury & Buxton) who also provided 
substantial funds to the parish.  Joyce 
Saxaye of the manor of Rye, known 
as “The Island” in the 15/16thC, gave 
funds to establish Newport Grammer 
School in memory of her son William’s 
death in 1581.  Rye House in Victorian 
times was a well known pleasure 

and show ground. Other well known 
parishioners included the Joscelyn 
family and the Booth’s gin family.  St 
Andrew’s church, built in 1881 to 
accommodate an increase in worship 
at the time, superseded St James 
as the parish church.  The village is 
famous for its maltings and the firm 
of French & Jupp moved all its malt 
production to the village in 1896.  It 
now exports many different malts to 
brewers all over the world. Stanstead 
St Margarets was originally named 
Thele (Toll) because of the 12thC 
bridge over the Lea, and was prior to 
the 13thC, part of Hailey Manor.  In 
1271 it was also ceded to Waltham 
Abbey. There are many historic 
building along the village high street 
and Linda’s excellent talk was well 
illustrated with many old photographs 
and prints describing the subjects as 
they were and are now.       

Forthcoming Events: 

Please remember that our 
Programme and any late changes are 
on our website under the heading 
“Events”

Mon 20th Apr @ 8:00pm Green 
Room, Much Hadham Village Hall

“Pishiobury - A Time Team 
Presentation” – Bob Reed

Mike Clark 01279 842 131

www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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ACROSS
1 Came across a record 
concerning journalist (10)
6 Language of old city 
belonging to the French (4)
9 They’ll get wrongly blamed 
for heading off escape by 
animals (10)
10 There’s potato in Mum’s 
pudding (4)
12 Style of cooking 
providing contrasts (5-3-4)
15 Country-loving Irishman 
in charge of containing 
disturbance (9)
17 Giving note to terrorists 
makes one angry (5)
18 One who latches on to 
another is a sucker (5)
19 Sailor’s intent perhaps is 
to be self-restrained (9)
20 A comment sure upset in 
due proportion (12)
24 Man told to get on his 
knees? (4)
25 Boundary rope may 
produce such a decision 
(10)
26 E.g. dogs returning from 
walk (4)
27 Not quite one’s best 
friend on the ship (6,4)

DOWN
1 Pretty girl gets some food (4)
2 Animal found in sea location (4)
3 Fat little Edward is biased (12)
4 The First Lady touring Oklahoma will awaken memories (5)
5 The thresholds of delights (9)
7 Heartless robbers go off with a pet. The villains! (10)
8 Below, below, below (10)
11 Managed to get clergyman in dead awkward situation (12)
13 They are seeking work after demolition of aspic plant (10)
14 Steam railway takes on head of Railtrack to improve efficiency (10)
16 To perform in a different key, one’s parts must be arranged (9)
21 Went on horseback round cowboy show (5)
22 Junk mail from the capital (4)
23 Nothing but a lake (4)

Editor’s Note: 
Answers next month, 
please let me know 
if you would like to 
see a regular puzzle 
page in the Parish 
News and what sort 
of puzzles you would 
like to see? Email me 
at: littlehadhampm@
gmail.com

Puzzles Page
Stuck at home? We thought you might appreciate some puzzles! 

Set by Alberich”- www.alberichcrosswords.com

3
4

2
1

Test your brain with our simple 
Suduko - can you make each 
line in the grid above count 
from 1-4 horizontally and 
vertically without the same 
number appearing in the same 
line twice?

Wordsearch
bunny
egg hunt
ascend
spring 
lent 
easter 
good friday
tulips
chick

Q: What can go up a chimney down but 
not down a chimney up?

Q: How do you make the number 
one disappear?

Q: I start with P and end with E but I have 
thousands of letters. What am I?

Q: What word is always spelled wrong in 
all the English dictionaries?

Q: If you take 2 apples from 3 apples - how 
many apples would you have?

Q1:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4:

Q5:

Riddle Answers: Q1: An umbrella, Q2: You add the letter ‘G’ then it’s ‘Gone’  
Q3: Post Office, Q4: Wrong, Q5: Two (you have taken two apples so you have two apples!)

Brain Teasers

Brain Teasers, riddles & jokes

Easter Puzzles

t u s e g g h u n t p e

u d d i p b d l e n t w

l e g o o d f r i d a y

i a p b j b c h i c k u 

p i p u r e t s a e u i

s i o n s p r i n g t m

o l t n i p m t n o l p 

l k m y d n e c s a p b



Palm Sunday 

5th April

Easter Sunday

12th April

Easter 2

19th April

Easter 3

26th April

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Worship4All

St Mary’s 
Albury

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Services 
at other 

Churches

NO Refresh 
at St. Mary’s 
Braughing

Parish Services April 2020 
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Wednesday 22nd April 10.00am St Cecilia’s Church , Little Hadham

Saturday 25th April 4.30pm   Messy Church, St Andrew’s School Hall.

Monday 6th & Wednesday 8th April 8pm Stations of the Cross 
Maundy Thursday 9th April  8pm Holy Communion, foot washing and  
      stripping of the altar

Good Friday 10th April   12-1pm Procession 1-3pm Benefice Good  
      Friday Reflection

Other Dates:

Easter Services all at St Andrew’s Much Hadham:

Due to COVID-19 please check services are still running before attending: 
http://riverashchurches.org.uk/ or call Karin: 01279 771532


