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Little Hadham Parish Council UpdateLetter from the Rectory
Revd. Steve Bate

Look out for the ‘#Follow the Star’ 
logo during the Advent and Christmas 
seasons. You’ll see it on our posters and 
website. #FollowTheStar encourages 
everyone to follow in the footsteps of 
the Wise Men on their journey to meet 
Jesus. To help us do that, resources 
including some short daily reflections 
will be available. 

This year’s booklet of reflections - 
‘Follow the Star: 12 days of Christmas 
Wonder’ - draws its inspiration from 
the well-known carol ‘We Three Kings”. 
The reflections will also be available 
as daily e-mails and a free app with full 
audio. There will also be family craft 
activities linked to each day’s theme. 
To find out more, take a look on the 
Church of England website at www.
churchofengland.org/followthestar

In their introduction to this year’s 
‘#FollowTheStar’ booklet the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York write: “Christmas is a time for 
generosity. The gifts we give do not 
have to be expensive or extravagant – 
sometimes the gift of time spent with 
a neighbour or a smile at someone 
we see on the street can be just as 
meaningful. Like the shepherds, who 

have only their awe 
and devotion to bring 
to witness to the birth 
of Christ, the best 
gift we can give is 
the gift of our hearts. Just as we give, 
we must also be open to accepting the 
gifts of others. In Jesus, God gives us 
the most precious gift of all and invites 
us to know and follow his only Son. 
Whatever your Christmas looks like, 
everyone is invited to the birth of Jesus. 
From the lowliest shepherds to the 
wealthy Magi, all are welcome to gather 
together and delight in God’s grace! 
You too are welcome to follow the star 
this Christmas and find yourself in that 
humble stable, in a place where you 
are known and loved in the presence of 
God. We hope that you have a blessed 
Christmas and pray that your journey 
following the star leads you ever closer 
to the joy and peace of knowing Jesus 
Christ.”

To enter into the journey of following 
the star, all are welcome to our Carol 
services, Big Nativity crib service, 
Christingle service and more, including 
this year’s Advent Address by Sister 
Gemma Simmonds.  If you’re thinking 
“Is this journey for me?” why not 
come along to our next Alpha course, 
starting on 13 January. As we celebrate 
God’s most precious gift of all, Jesus 
Christ, may I wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and may God’s peace 
rest upon you and your homes this 
Christmas and into the new year. 

When the Neighbourhood Plan held 
a survey to find out what mattered 
most to people within our Parish, 
the main concern raised (alongside 
speeding traffic) was the amount 
of dog poo left lying around.  The 
Parish Council have looked at this 
problem and discussed possible 
solutions.  Posters and stickers, as 
well as the Parish Magazine have 
been used to try and raise awareness 
of this problem, but there seems to 
have been little improvement. We’ve 
also looked at dog poo bins and 
debated whether, with a fairly big 
financial layout and annual costs, this 
would help solve the problem.  More 
recently we have been highlighting 
the problem with eco friendly chalk 
spray to raise awareness and perhaps 
make people think twice about 
leaving mess, (and help people see 
it and avoid accidentally treading in 
it!). But we still come up against very 
polarised views of those who think it 
is a problem to solve, and those who 
think it is not.

Over the summer I was speaking 
to a local mum who has had to deal 
with the direct result of her child 
becoming ill from the diseases found 
in dog faeces. Here is her story:

“Around 3 years ago over an Easter 
holiday we went for a lovely 2 hour 
walk around the surrounding village’s 
to Much Hadham.  After a few days my 
son came down with a tummy bug.  I 
thought this to be the usual children’s 
illness.  After 2 weeks he was getting 
worse.  After a trip to the doctors 
and some test’s they confirmed he’d 
picked up a parasite.  It took about 2 
months for him to recover.  After this 
he kept having tummy troubles.  After 
trying to manage this at home we went 
back to the doctor.  He’s now been left 
with a dairy and soya intolerance.  It’s 
changed how and what we do as a 
family.  It’s caused anxiety around using 
the bathroom when out to the extent 
that sometimes it was easier to stay 
at home.  This parasite is something 
that was picked up from the fields we 
walked in.  Such a beautiful place to 
live and so much more enjoyable if 
you don’t have to dodge the mess not 
cleared up by pet owners.”

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) warns dog owners about the 
health dangers posed by dog faeces, 
which are swarming with coliform 
bacteria.  Certain pathogens are also 
communicable from dogs to humans.  
These transmittable diseases are 
known as zoonoses.  The EPA ask 
that dog owners clean up after their 
dogs and make sure their dogs’ 
vaccinations are up to date.

The Parish Council will continue to 
look at the best ways to tackle this 
problem, and asks that all dog owners 
clean up after their dogs.

Parish Council Meetings 
Dates for your diary:

• Tuesday 4th February  

• Tuesday 3rd March
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Adult Ballet Barre  

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 4PM  

LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL 

CALL NOW ON  

07538262835 

 

Introducing your new Editor
Anne Wright littlehadhampn@gmail.com

Hello everybody and welcome to 
your new look Parish News! Before 
anything, I know that everyone will 
want to join me in offering huge 
thanks to Jan Finn who has kept the 
News running for almost 14 years, 
even after moving out of the Village 
and I hope she enjoys her very well 
earned rest! 

For those who don’t know me, my 
name is Anne, I am a freelance 
graphic designer and I live in Little 
Hadham in a thatched cottage with 
my husband, two children, little 
cheeky dog and nine fish. We have 
lived here for 7 years this November 
and love the Village very much, so I 
am very happy to be the new editor of 
our Parish News. 

I have already made a few tweaks to 
the look and feel of the magazine, 
but rest assured it is the same little 
bundle of joy, packed with news and 
information from around the Village, 
not to mention those all important 
local services that advertise. Please 
support the advertisers when you 
can, as they keep the News running 
and on your doorstep free of charge 
each month - I know I always seem to 
find just the right skilled person when 
I need them from these pages. I will 
be introducing a few more ideas that 
I have up my sleeve over the coming 
months but please let me know if you 
have any ideas too - regular articles 
or advice, or maybe a puzzle page for 
the children (or big children, I love a 
puzzle!)

You can contact me at:

littlehadhampn@gmail.com
which is the new email address I have 
set up especially for the Parish News, 
so if you have any contributions, ideas 
or want to enquire about advertising, 
then that is where to get hold of me. 

I look forward to hearing from you, 
and in the meantime I wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy & Peaceful New Year. 

Best wishes, Anne

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk



+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps
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There is no meeting in December which means that our next meeting is on 
Tuesday 21st January when we will be having our popular Ploughmans Lunch, 
so keep an eye out for details next month.

THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO WISH  EVERYONE A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Third Thursday Lunch

Anne Willett

Karin Green

Do come and join us in the Village Hall on Thursday 19th December from 
12.30, for the Third Thursday Lunch with a Christmas feel. Enjoy soup, pasta, 
mince pies, tea, coffee and chocolate biscuits. No need to book just come 
along, no fee just donations.



1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING

SMALL GROUP TRAINING

CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES

BOOTCAMP

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT

BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071

 

Will Writing

Lasting Power of Attorney

Inheritance Tax and
Care Home Fee Planning

Advance Directives (Living Wills)

Funeral Plans

Advice & assistance with Probate

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial 
consultations in the comfort of your own home.

www.nwpsltd.co.uk

Tel: 01920 823096 
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk
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November was a difficult time for the 
health centre primarily due to a 40% 
reduction in GP sessions brought about 
because Dr Oates was in Australia 
and another doctor was off due to 
unforeseen circumstances for 3 weeks 
at the same time. We needed to use 
more locums than usual (never ideal 
and even one of the locum doctors 
cancelled the day before due to illness!!) 
and I would like to thank all patients for 
their understanding during this time, 
especially those whose appointments 
were changed and/or they had to see an 
unfamiliar GP.

Also, our staff were fantastic during 
this time, dealing with the stresses of 
covering sessions and ringing patients 
to change appointments etc. So a 
massive thanks to all and especially to 

Kathryn Marriott who went above and 
beyond many times during this period.

On a happier note, we had our Care 
Quality Commission (CQC) review at 
the end of October and passed with 
flying colours meaning that we are 
“off the hook” for another 12 months! 
One aspect of the review evaluated 
our results in the national patient 
satisfaction survey (MORI) where we 
remain in a champion’s league spot 
although the final placings have not 
officially been released yet.

Finally, I would like to wish you a very 
merry Christmas and prosperous New 
Year from all of us at Much Hadham 
HC, despite the result of the general 
election!!

Down at the Doctors
Dr Paul Haimes
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The Hundred Parishes Society
Ken McDonald

As Christmas approaches, we are 
more likely to hear the distinctive 
sound of church bells. Most of our 
church towers were erected with the 
specific purpose of housing bells 
high above the rooftops so their 
sound could be heard over a wide 
area, calling people to worship or, 
sometimes, to celebrate a special 
occasion. 

Church bells come in many different 
sizes, the larger giving a deeper 
tone. Of Hundred Parishes churches, 
Saffron Walden has most bells with 
12, the largest weighing over a ton. 
Some bells are extremely old: Great 
Waltham, Little Hallingbury, Little 
Hormead, Strethall and Westmill 
each have one dating from the 14th 
century. 

Each bell is rung by a separate 
person, pulling gently but firmly on 
a bell rope from below. A practised 
team of bell ringers can create a 
wonderful sound as the bells are 
swung in a predetermined sequence. 

The simplest sequence is to ring the 
lightest bell first and so on through 
to the heaviest, producing a round of 
descending notes. 

The round may be repeated many 
times or, on the conductor’s 
instruction, the sequence may be 
changed by swapping two bells. 
There are many possible sequences 
for ringing a given number of bells: 
for eight bells the number of different 
sequences is 40,320. An experienced 
team will sometimes attempt to 
ring a continuous set of changing 
sequences. Long ago it was decided 
that anything over 5,000 changes of 
sequence would be termed a “peal”. 

A peal typically takes around 3 hours 
so requires organisation and great 
concentration and stamina. Peals 
are rarely attempted, but when 
successfully achieved they may be 
recorded in the church on a “peal 
board” giving the bell-ringers’ names 
and the title of the change sequence 
or method that was used.

A 5.5 cwt bell cast in 1705 in St Mary’s, 
Stansted Mountfitchet

The ringing chamber of St Mary’s, Stansted 
Mountfitchet

Above: A list of the six bells of St Mary’s, 
Westmill

Below: A peal board in St Mary’s, Saffron 
Walden

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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Thinking of selling or renting 
your home? We’re here to help! 
 
FC Property Services 

Energy Performance 
Certificates 
Inventories 
Floor Plans 

 
Call Brendan on 
07912 347957 or 01279 776021  
 
Email 
brendanoconnor56@me.com 
 

 

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

Mick Foskett
5 Farm Place, Bury Green
12 ads £100  
Nov09 - Oct 12

12 13

Strange, isn’t it, to welcome the rain 
we have had in October and early 
November? But the Gardens have 
really enjoyed the rain, the lily pond 
has been slowly refilling and a few 
lost volunteer hours at this time of 
year has not been a problem! 

The final Open Day of the season 
was lovely – too early in October to 
be Halloween, but many of the 100 
children who visited enjoyed making 
crowns for their mini-pumpkins, while 
other visitors were pleased to take 
away squashes for an autumnal soup! 
The autumn colours were building 
and there were lots of interesting 
fungi to spot!

Jill Goldsmith
The Gardens of Easton Lodge

This year’s open season has whizzed 
by, thanks to the huge efforts of all 
our volunteers, who have made the 
Gardens so beautiful and given such 
a warm welcome to our visitors. We 
were particularly delighted to meet 
and show around the grandson of the 
Countess of Warwick’s head gardener 
at the time of Peto’s transformation of 
the gardens in 1902. We love hearing 
from people with connections to the 
Gardens – so if you have some stories 
to share or find some old photos, 
please do get in touch!

Best wishes from all of us at the 
Gardens for the upcoming festive 
season.    
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With Christmas nearly upon us I 
would like to report that we now 
have had our planning application 
submitted, validated and is now in 
the system.  You can view the plans 
on line or in the village hall.  Once 
we have made it to the approved 
stage this is where the hard fund 
raising starts.  We will need all the 
support from our community and 
local business’s if we are to get 
our refurbishment, extension and 
community hub up graded to current 
day standards.

Last month we advertised a vacancy 
for a Shadow Treasurer.  This is now 
urgent as our present Treasurer is 
moving in January and we cannot 
function without a Treasurer. There 
is no one on our committee who is 
able to take this role on so if you wish 
the Village Hall to remain functional 
and you have the skills for this role I 
would be very pleased to hear from 
you.  There is a job description on 
our new Little Hadham notice board 
which was organised by Herts County 
Council and is erected to the right of 
the entrance.  We are still looking for 
a Vice Chair to help me with my roles 
and responsibilities.

By the end of January we will 
have raised £1014 through East 
Herts Lottery for Little Hadham 
Refurbishment Project.  If you haven’t 
already purchased your tickets now is 
a good time as you will be entered into 
the festive prize draw in December.

Jan Williamson Wendy Forgham
Little Hadham Village Hall News Little Hadham Afternoon Teas

On February 20th at 7pm there 
will be a Healthy Eating Cookery 
Demonstration by Mihaly Saary from 
the Much Hadham Health Centre 
Patient Participation Group.  We 
are limited to 30 seats so if this is of 
interest to you please book your seat 
through Jan Williamson 01279 771272 
or chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.
uk. It will be on a first come basis.

Our last open kitchen coffee morning 
of the year is on 11th December at 
the slightly later time of 10 – 12 noon. 
Over the past 3 months we have had 
the benefit of Parish Councillors 
coming along to chat with you 
informally on local issues which we 
hope they will continue to do.  We 
have also got The Citizens Advice 
Bureaux coming along in December 
to informally chat about problems you 
might need some advice on.  Please 
take advantage of this opportunity and 
come and enjoy some festive food.  

Our AGM is on December 4th at 8pm 
in the meeting room.  Members of the 
public are welcome.

Finally Little Hadham Village Hall 
Management Committee would like 
to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Peaceful New Year 

How fortunate am I to spend one 
afternoon every month with such a 
great group of people.

November 7th saw an amazing 
number of lovely over 60’s, with a 
few spring chickens thrown in, joined 
together for a rather special afternoon 
tea.  

With glasses raised we took a few 
minutes to remember all those loved 
ones who although no longer with us 
in body are always in our hearts. 

Joining us was 18 month old Rex, who 
although somewhat lacking in years to 
appreciate a pot of tea and a glass of 
Bucks Fizz, brought his own drink with 
him to remember his great nanny and 
grandad. Happily munching his way 
through a mound of sandwiches and 
cake he also managed to indulge in 
some pretty impressive conversation 
albeit in a language no one else could 
ever begin to understand!!

Our next tea date on December 5th 
will have just a touch of the festive 
season about it (no Christmas 

jumpers will be harmed in the 
making!) so we hope to see you all 
then between 2 & 4pm

Don’t forget if you have difficulty 
getting to us and require 
transportation, please contact me via 
details given below.

07817633713 
wendyforgham@hotmail.com

Meanwhile I must say thank you to 
everyone who helped clear away all 
the debris at the end of the afternoon. 
Without you I would be leaving for 
home wayyyyyyy into the evening.

See you in December.

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ  
T: 01763 271122   www.touchofglamour.co.uk

BEAUTY SALON

£5 off 
with this 

advert
A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate, 
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL
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in Little Hadham Village Hall unless otherwise stated
What’s On in December

NOTICEBOARD

Thanks to everyone who has helped to 
make my life so interesting over the last 

thirteen and a half years. The rest – I leave 
them to their multiple exclamation marks, 
apostrophes where none are needed and 

none where they are.  Twice as many words 
as will fit in and huge gaps that for some 

reason cannot be removed.  They know who 
they are and I shall miss them all. 

Jan.  xx     [ed no more]

Jan and Geoffrey Williamson 

wish all their friends 

and neighbours a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and 

Peaceful New Year xxxx

Frank & Karin Green would like to wish all their friends a Very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

 
Christmas Greetings 

from Much Wenlock, 
Shropshire!

I would like to wish all 

my good friends in and 

around Little Hadham,

A Very Happy Christmas 

and Peaceful New Year

 With love  Sue Cotton xx

Tuesday 3rd   Art from the start 1-3pm

Tuesday 3rd   A120 Public bypass surgery 5.30-7.30pm

Tuesday 3rd   Judo 7.15-8.45pm

Wednesday 4th   Fitsteps 7-8pm

Wednesday 4th   Little Hadham Village Hall AGM 8pm

Thursday 5th  Afternoon Tea 2-4pm

Friday 6th   Yoga and Meditation 10.30-11.45am

Friday 6th   Barre Ballet for adults 6-6.45pm

Saturday 7th   Amici Cantate Wassail Carols Concert 7pm
   All Saint’s Church, Hockerill, Bishops Stortford
   Tickets: £15 / £6  www.ticketsource.co.uk/amicantate, through  
   schools and on the door

Tuesday 10th   Judo 7.15-8.45pm

Wednesday 11th  Open kitchen coffee morning 10 – 12 noon

Wednesday 11th  Fitsteps 7-8pm

Friday 13th   Yoga and Meditation 10.30-11.45am

Friday 13th   Barre Ballet for adults 6-6.45pm

Saturday 14th   Red Chair Cinema Club, Family Film PG, 2.30pm 

Saturday 14th   Harmonaires Choir: Jingle All the Way! 11am
   St Joseph’s Church, Bishops Stortford 
   Tickets £5 / £3  www.theharmonaireschoir.com and on the door.

Sunday 15th   Carols in the Woods 4pm, in Millennium Wood

Tuesday 17th   Art from the start 1-3pm

Tuesday 17th  Carols in the Chapel for Isabel Hospice 7.30-10pm 
   Haileybury College, Hertford Heath 
   Tickets: £20  www.isabelhospice.org.uk/carols   
 
Wednesday 18th  Fitsteps 7-8pm

Thursday 19th  Third Thursday Christmas Lunch 12.30pm

Friday 20th   Yoga and Meditation 10.30-11.45am



J Anthony Welsh
MBACP, BA (Hons), Dip. 

P.C. Counselling

07720773346
j.anthony.w76@gmail.com

Counsellor/Psychotherapist

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

SierraHomeCare
Personal • Caring • Responsive

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

There's no place 
like home...

Tel: 01279 501678
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk

CQC Registered

…to receive care and support 
to live your life, your way

Companionship
Home Help
Personal Care

 
  

 

Choose from a selection  
of over 60 cars from  
£5,000 to £50,000 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     01279 652656   
     Bishops Stortford 

     CM23 5PS 
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Since 2016 a lot of work has been 
undertaken on our Neighbourhood 
Plan. However, there has been a lull 
in activity over the past year and for 
reasons set out below we are keen to 
move forward with this again and need 
your help.

So what is Neighbourhood 
Planning?
A Neighbourhood Plan would give you, 
our community, the power to change 
or protect our local area, to meet the 
needs of the village. It will never be a 
tool for blocking all local development, 
but it gives our community a real say in 
the planning process and enables us to 
influence where we are willing to have 
new homes and other buildings, what 
they look like and what infrastructure 
should be provided.

This is not the first I’ve heard of 
this! What’s happened in Little 
Hadham?
In May 2016 the Little Hadham 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
was formed. They spent 2 ½ years 
consulting with our community and 
achieved a lot, including; surveys, an 
excellent Character Assessment, and 
identifying and analysing potential 
development sites across the Parish. 
A massive thanks to the team that got 
us this far, their hard work is very much 
appreciated and has put us in a great 
position to now build on this work. 

In June 2018 the Steering Group voted 
on the critical question of whether 

or not the Plan should include an 
allocation of potential development 
sites identified through an earlier ‘call 
for sites’. A number of passionate views 
were aired at the meeting and ultimately 
the group voted against the allocation 
of sites because there had been a shift 
of policy at East Herts District Council 
and it was felt that the emerging District 
Plan provided sufficient protections to 
the Parish. 

So what next?
The Parish Council consider that having 
a Neighbourhood Plan, even without 
allocated sites, will likely be beneficial 
to the Parish into the future. With 
the completion of the bypass and a 
subsequent package of traffic calming 
measures, the Parish’s nature will start 
to change for the better. Delivering 
a Neighbourhood Plan remains an 
excellent opportunity to help shape our 
community into the future. But we need 
a local team to make this happen.

We’d love to hear from people within 
the Parish who are passionate about 
our local environment and might 
want to continue working on our 
Neighbourhood Plan in either a lead or 
support capacity. The Parish Council 
will continue to support this.

Please contact us for more information 
or simply to express your view.

Parish Chair, Cllr Liz Lloyd Williams 
chairlittlehadham@gmail.com 

Cllr Michael Attwell 
michaelattwelllittlehadham@btinternet.com 



 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

Having a grumble about the TV 
offerings this winter? You wouldn’t 
be alone in that. But when all is said 
and done, television offers you some 
remarkable programmes with enough 
variety for all of us. Whether it is about 
nature, sport, comedy, news, history, 
films or vicious real life dramas, there 
really is something for everyone. And 
if you’re mature enough not to need 
nights out with plenty of booze (and 
if so, it is doubtful that you would be 
reading this anyhow), what better way 
of passing a few hours relaxation than 
finding your favourite programme and 
settling down to watch it?  

We have been ardent supporters 
of The Chase, really because of the 
comic genius of host Bradley Walsh 
whose wisecracks and general banter 
with the various contestants and The  
Chaser, are a nightly  feast. So when 
we realised this programme was 
going to cease and a new one, still 
with Brad in control, was scheduled, 
we waited with bated breath. What 
a disappointment! His quick-fire 
repartee is no more. He just holds 
up boards and tells contestants who 
goes next. It’s all so serious... and 
it isn’t for me. Come back the old 
Bradley, we miss you!

It’s that ‘Ho-Ho-Ho’ time of the year 
again. You either like it loathe it. 
Unfortunately I tend towards the latter. 
It is probably to do with the fact that 
I had ultra strict parents, particularly 
my father who showed me little or no 

affection throughout my formative 
years. Christmas Day had to be done 
the way he liked it – with as little 
changing as possible, more like a 
Sunday but with extra food . Every 
Sunday afternoon all my young life 
had to be spent at home, despite the 
fact that my father would fall asleep 
in the only room in the house with 
heating, and we were not allowed in 
there in case we made a noise! To 
you modern parents it must sounds 
almost Dickensian! We had to unwrap 
our presents carefully and slowly, 
making a note of who sent what as we 
went. I still do it now, it is so ingrained 
in me. So I’m probably the last person 
you’d want around when you lot are 
causing havoc in your homes, with 
wrapping paper and string being flung 
about in gay abandon!

But that, having been said, I do wish 
you all a fabulous/rocking/ rollicking/
fun filled/ quiet/ peaceful/ ( please 
strike out those words which do not 
apply) Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year.

Mange tout, mange tout mon petite 
little cherubs.

I have been tres busy; travail 24/7 
trying to assemble un equipe de 
rescue so that I can libre Belle from 
the embrayages du le Bete Noir dans 
le Chateau.

Sadly, mon elite group comprend moi, 
mon frère Brie est Belles father, le 
fruit loop. Gassy-ton and his sidekick 
sont cowards so ses juste a hit squad 
of tres; but je suis une Femme tres 

Dame’s Diary: Le instalment derniere
Nanny Nightnurse (liberator in waiting)

formidable and we will succeed 
where le French SAS (ha ha) have 
failed abominablement.   

So, mon cherubs, mon possums, you 
must come to le hall du village dans 
Petite ‘Adham in January to see how 
le Dames squad du frappe gets on in 
leur attempt to liberate Belle from le 
Chateau, parce que QUI OSE GAGNE 
(as we say in Hereford!)

I hope there will be no surprises……….



The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire
hand-made originals

for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons

open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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We shall have mince pies, mulled 
wine and there will be sweets hanging 
from trees for the children to find 
with torch light. Last year’s event was 
a great success so please do come 
along to make this a real community 
event.

We have now had confirmation that 
last year’s brass band can play again 
for us in the wood for a carol singing 
session.

As you will appreciate, organising 
such an event takes plenty of time in 
preparing the wood, the decorations 
and the food and drink, so we are 
looking for volunteers to help set 
up in the wood as from midday 

Carol Singing in Millennium Wood
Jono & Wendy Forgham Sunday 15th December at 4pm

on the Sunday. Please just come 
along to help to make this a special 
Christmassy event.

Please do share with other locals. 
No charge but donations gratefully 
received to cover costs and any 
money left after expenses will go 
into the Friends of Millennium 
Wood account to help improve the 
wood, both for the community and 
environmentally.

Looking forward to this event and 
hope to see you there.

Wellies and torches advisable!!

AIRPORT DENIES PLANS FOR 50 
MILLION PASSENGERS A YEAR

Stansted Airport has denied that it 
is planning to expand the airport to 
50 million passengers per annum 
(mppa), well beyond the 43mppa 
limit applied for in its 2018 planning 
application, which continues to be 
under consideration by Uttlesford 
District Council.

The denial came in the High Court on 
Wednesday 13th November during 
SSE’s legal challenge over the airport 
planning application.  However, the 
previous day, SSE’s barrister, Paul 
Stinchcombe QC, provided the Judge 
with multiple sources of evidence 
demonstrating that Stansted Airport 
was planning to expand to 50mppa. 
The Department for Transport (DfT) 
was aware of this and knew also that 
the existing runway could handle 
50mppa.

Legally, a proposal for airport 
expansion to 50mppa must be dealt 
with by the Secretary of State and 
subject to detailed national scrutiny 
whereas a proposal to raise the 
present 35mppa limit to 43mppa can 
be dealt with locally by Uttlesford 
Council with far less scrutiny.  

SSE had amassed its evidence 
over the past two years primarily 
through the disclosure of the notes of 
confidential meetings that took place 
between Stansted Airport and DfT 
officials.  The DfT was legally required 

to provide SSE with this confidential 
information as soon as SSE filed its 
legal challenge in the High Court.  
This evidence – running to several 
hundred pages – was augmented by 
meeting records obtained from UDC 
under the Freedom of Information 
Act and by additional confidential 
information disclosed to SSE, 
following a High Court Order issued 
by the Judge earlier this year.

Since September 2018, however, SSE 
has been bound by a Non-Disclosure 
Agreement (‘NDA’) – a so-called 
‘gagging order’, imposed by the DfT 
on behalf of the Secretary of State – 
which prohibited SSE from disclosing 
certain documentary evidence. The 
NDA no longer applies because the 
information, having been presented 
and discussed in the High Court, 
is now deemed to be in the public 
domain.

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders 
commented: “We have undoubtedly 
given the Judge a great deal to think 
about and we must now wait and 
see whether that will be enough.  
In challenging the combined 
forces of the Secretary of State, 
the Manchester Airports Group 
and Uttlesford District Council, it is 
obviously essential to present the 
strongest possible case supported by 
the clearest possible evidence.  We 
have certainly given it our best shot.   
We’ve learned, however, never to 
make predictions in this type of case.”

Stop Stansted Expansion
info@stopstanstedexpansion.com



Date 1st Sunday 

5th 
January

2nd Sunday

12th 
January

3rd Sunday

19th 
January

4th Sunday

26th 
January

Much 
Hadham

9.15am

Family 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

9.15am

Holy 
Communion

St 
Thomas

8.00am

BCP Holy 
Communion

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

11.15am

Worship 4 All

Albury 11.15am

Holy 
Communion

11.15am

Holy 
Communion

Other 
Services

5.45pm 

Refresh at 
Braughing

Wednesday 
22nd 

10.00am

Little 
Hadham

Saturday 25th 
4.30pm

Messy 
Church 

St Andrew’s 
School Hall
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