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IT’S SHOWTIME !  
COME ON ALL YOU BUDDING GROWERS AND MAKERS.  

ENTER THE SHOW WITH YOUR FLOWERS, VEGETABLES, CAKES, JAMS, CHUTNEYS AND MORE.    
(GET YOUR ENTRY FORM FROM   -  KARIN 771532, GAIL 771244,  

or the POST OFFICE) 
Show opens to the public at 2.30 pm. 

Homemade refreshments will be available

AUTUMN SHOW  
LITTLE HADHAM VILLAGE HALL 

SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 

LITTLE HADHAM AND  
 ALBURY GARDEN CLUB
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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

I often take assemblies in our three village schools but there was one occasion 
in July when I played a smaller role while the assembly was led by two of the 
children. What was the subject of their assembly? It was all about caring for our 
environment and amongst other issues, our use of plastics. They were passionate 
about their subject and you could tell it came from the heart. On the news, it’s 
likely that we’ve seen the passionate, heartfelt nature of the protests that took 
place in London and elsewhere. So having been reminded of the importance and urgency of 
caring for our environment, I’d like to share a Christian perspective.

It was Pope Francis who said “Creation is not a property, but a wonderful gift that God 
has given us, so that we care for it and use it for the benefit of all, always with respect and 
gratitude.” Pope Francis sets out who the earth belongs to – it belongs to God. The Psalmist 
wrote in Psalm 24 “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” But there’s more. All of creation 
– and especially this earth – is God’s gift to us. The earth has been given to us by God. There’s 
a line in Psalm 115 that says “The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, but the earth he has given 
to human beings.” This good creation has been given to us by God to fulfil his good purposes. 

Right back in the very first book of the Bible, Genesis, we find God’s good purposes for 
humanity: to fill the earth and subdue it. Cultivating the soil, growing crops and harvesting them 
are part of what it means to subdue the earth. Our responsibility is to care for the earth, using 
it for the benefit of all – with respect and gratitude. Scientific discoveries, including learning to 
use the earth’s resources for fuel are all part of our responsibility to put to use and care for 
this wonderful gift of God, this earth. Our discoveries of the depletion of the ozone layer, global 
warming, the damage caused by plastics, and much more, are all part of fulfilling our God-given 
role as human beings who have been given this earth. Will we use those discoveries well? Will 
we use them to care for the earth, to use the earth’s resources for the benefit of all? Will we 
use the earth’s resources with respect and gratitude to God?

Christians believe that God created all there is, including the earth we live on. We believe 
God has given it to us, placing his trust in us to care for it. We believe that a time will come 
when God will renew all of creation and it began with the resurrection of Jesus. For now, 
our responsibility is to make good use of all of God’s good creation, especially this earth, to 
respect it and care for it. What steps can I make, what steps can you make to play our part in 
respecting the earth and caring for it?

Every blessing

 Bryan Jones  1933-2019
Ann Church, and her daughters Nicky and Jo, would like to thank everybody in Little 
Hadham for their kind messages and condolences after Bryan’s death, and to thank 
all those who attended his funeral.  At this difficult time, your messages of love and 

support are so very much appreciated.

Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
We have no club meeting in August, this is so you can concentrate on preparing your 
entries for the show on Sunday 1st September in Little Hadham Village Hall. The hall 
will be open from 8.15am until 9.45am for you to bring in your entries and judging 
starts at 10.00am. To find out how you did against the competition, or just to come 
and see the wonderful array of entries, the hall will open again at 2.30pm and prize 
giving will take place at 3.15pm. There will be wonderful homemade refreshments 
available. See you there.

An Open Air Screening of
BOHEMIAN  RHAPSODY

Sunday 18th August at the Sword Inn Hand, Westmill
Hog Roast & Tuck Shop from 18.00; Film starts at sunset - 20.15

TICKETS £7.50 - selling out fast at Chris Dellar Properties, 
58a High Street, Buntingford

and from the Bar at the Sword Inn Hand, Westmill

ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

Little Hadham Afternoon Teas       Wendy Forgham
 
What an amazing July Afternoon Tea.  The first Thursday of July saw our 4th Traditional 
Afternoon Tea and each month it just gets bigger and better.  With 39 guests in all, we 
managed to empty the plates of Strawberry Cupcakes, Mandarin Sponge, Chocolate Fudge 
cake, fresh cream Scones and jam along with an assortment of sandwiches and pastries. 
The response to this monthly get together has been amazing and it has been such a pleasure 
to see so many faces not only from Little Hadham but from the surrounding villages as well.
For some transportation was a problem, but with help from David Owen our volunteer 
chauffeur for the day, those guests in need were picked up and returned home without a hitch.
With the rapid rise in numbers we were also grateful to Jan Williamson, Karin Green, Carole 
Taylor, Kirsty Harrison and the lovely Orla (who has amazing waitressing skills for one so 
young) for lending a much needed helping hand.Our next Tea date is Thursday 1st August 
when we hope to see even more afternoon tea lovers join us for an informal afternoon where 
you get to meet great people, drink tea and eat cake. Not a bad way to spend a Thursday 
afternoon!  Please remember, if you have difficulty getting to us or if you have an hour of two 
to spare to provide lifts or lend a helping hand please get in touch on:  
Phone 07817633713 Emailwendyforgham@hotmail.com
My hope is that we can successfully build a bank of volunteers that may be able to offer 
their services from time to time with no obligation or commitment.
 I look forward to seeing you in August.     Wendy
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Jack May Trust for MH Health Centre
Charity No. 1088104

Since its founding over 18 years ago, the Trust has done much to improve patient facilities at 
The Health Centre. Most notable amongst its achievements are the complete refurbishment 
of the treatment room, provision of automatic entrance doors, air-conditioning, cryotherapy 
equipment, telephone system  improvements, a touch-screen booking-in  system, new 
waiting room seating as well as a lot of medical equipment.

More recently the Trust has purchased sophisticated, expensive ambulatory blood 
pressure monitoring machine, arterial Doppler equipment to detect early, damaging 
changes in the arteries of  at-risk patients and an additional ECG facility.

Most of us would probably expect such to be normal provision by NHS GP services. 
In truth there is little, if any, financial encouragement given. Hence the formation of 
the Trust.

If you are interested to know more or have questions concerning the Trust, or indeed, 
any suggestions please contact the partners or the practice manager, Andrew Wilkinson 
(Andrew.wilkinson7@nhs.net). Please note that eligible donations are covered by Gift 
Aid that boosts gifts by 25p in each £1 given.

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk

continued on next page 
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On October 11th at 7.30 pm we are hosting a fund-raising event at Much Hadham 
Village Hall when Russell Savory will be giving a presentation of his stunning wildlife 
photography. 

Russell is a free-lance wildlife photographer whose work you will have seen on the 
BBC’s “Winterwatch”, “Springwatch” And “Countryfile” programmes. See for yourself 
how talented he is by visiting his website at www.russellsavory.com  . He will show films 
of his work and give tips on how to film wildlife.

Most generously, he is giving his services free and, additionally, has presented three 
magnificent prints of owls which will be raffled.

What is more, for those that are keen to learn, Russell has offered a day out with 
him on the job. This could be for a single person or a couple and will take place over 
the Easneye Estate, Wareside. This will be offered up for auction during the evening’s 
presentation. Sealed bids for the auction are welcomed if you are unable to attend on 
the evening and must be delivered to the Health Centre beforehand.

Look out for more information and where you can buy tickets over the coming weeks. 
All are welcome and we hope for a good turn-out for this most worthwhile event. 
Colin Brookbanks. (JMTF Chairperson).

Jack May Trust, continued from page 6

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Last week (18 June) the British Medical Journal (BMJ) published a leading article on the health 
impacts of aviation noise co-authored by two of Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE)’s expert 
advisers and distinguished German cardiologist, Professor Thomas Muenzel of the University of 
Mainz.  The SSE experts were Professor Jangu Banatvala, a resident of Henham, who advises 
SSE on the health impacts of aircraft noise and pollution, and Martin Peachey, a Takeley 
resident whose expertise is in the field of aircraft noise impacts.  Both have been members of 
the SSE Executive Committee for many years.
The article, entitled “The harms to health caused by aviation noise require urgent action”, drew 
heavily upon the World Health Organisation’s (‘WHO’) new Guidelines on Environmental Noise 
published in October 2018. These new WHO Guidelines, which took five years to complete and 
were compiled by worldwide leading experts, set out specific recommendations to safeguard 
the health of the population at risk from aviation noise impacts.  The following is a summary 
of some of the key points in the BMJ article.
The 2018 WHO Guidelines need to be considered in the context of the earlier WHO ‘Charter 
on Transport, Environment and Health’ which emphasises that the health of the community 
must come first when considering transport because adverse environmental effects fall 
disproportionately on the vulnerable, particularly children, the infirm and the elderly.  The WHO 
Charter also emphasises the principle of “polluter pays” and it has been adopted by all EU 

SSE News

+44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps

continued on page 9
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countries including the UK.
In line with the requirements of the WHO Charter, the Department of Health recommended 
that an independent health impact assessment (HIA) should be carried out prior to the 
approval of any planning application for airport expansion. This was intended to ensure that 
the health of the local population was not put at risk by commercial pressures in pursuing 
economic benefits.  However, this seems to have had a minimal effect since, in practice, little 
notice has been taken of it when planning airport expansion and introducing airspace changes.  
HIAs have lacked transparency and independence as they have mostly been undertaken by 
airport operators [as in the case of the recent Stansted Airport planning application].
There has been a reluctance to protect the health of the population in the face of commercial 
pressures pursuing economic benefits.  The 2018 WHO report highlighted studies conducted in 
primary schools near airports where children are subject to high levels of aircraft noise where 
there was shown to be a negative effect on their reading and learning.  Studies near Heathrow 
have shown that double glazing classrooms is insufficient for noise insulation.  Additionally, 
recent studies in West London have shown that atmospheric pollution results in diminished 
lung development among children.
Aviation noise should not be considered in isolation. Atmospheric pollution engendered by a 
marked increase in road traffic in the vicinity of airports is likely to act in conjunction with 
aviation noise to induce pulmonary disease in children experiencing low air quality.

SSE News, continued from page 8

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding, 
private party or corporate event, let 

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd 
provide you with the perfect toilet 

facility to make your occasion a 
memorable success.

Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003 
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
Email: info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge 
and freezer trailers.

 
n	 Will Writing
n	 Lasting Power of Attorney
n	 	Inheritance Tax and

Care Home Fee Planning
n	 Advance Directives (Living Wills)
n	 Funeral Plans
n	 Advice & assistance with Probate

NATIONAL WILLS
& PROBATE SERVICES

We are based in Braughing and offer free initial 
consultations in the comfort of your own home.

www.nwpsltd.co.uk

Tel: 01920 823096 
Email: info@nwpsltd.co.uk
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My mother, as a ‘young lady’ back in the early nineteen hundreds, was definitely one of a kind. 
While, in those days, marriage and a family were the norm, my mum wanted to be an actress. 
So she went to RADA ( Royal Academy of Dramatic Art). And she excelled... I still have the 
certificate when she won the actor of the year award. Yes , she did marry .. my sister and I are 
proof she did the ‘right’ thing. But her desire for the stage stayed with her. And now, although 
long gone, we get regular reminders of our way-out mum as she is seen TV in that brilliant 
series Dad’s Army. She plays the bad tempered wife of the Verger. I think she won the part for 
her elastic-y crumpled, wrinkled, face.Her face, then was indeed her fortune. (And yes, as many 
people ask me, it is slightly strange to see her on the telly, when she died many years ago).

Once we were teenagers, Mother decided to return to her acting career, which she had put 
on hold while we were young. She produced plays in London and also appeared in some 
others. She was popular as a face in adverts in newspapers and I remember opening the Daily 
Telegraph one day, only to find her, almost life-sized, pictured advertising whiskey!

Then came TV with small parts in various series  Eventually she was picked in a Dad’s Army 
episode and, having made a good impression she was ‘promoted’ to become a regular, saying 
only a few lines but always looking decidedly bad tempered and miserable.

And that’s the reason why I started this article . . . to complain that I appear to have, over the 
years, acquired the same wrinkly downbeat face which was to become so useful to her in later 
years. Yet for me, with no Am-Dram in sight, I’m just left with the face and nowhere to go! So can 
you imagine my excitement when I saw an advert for a new, ‘scientifically proven’ wonder product, 
reducing the wrinkles, some even within the week! I’m on it already, and will report back next month!

 Recent publicity has been encouraging us to spend time outdoors for many 
health benefits and as an antidote to the stresses of modern life. The wide open, 
undulating and exceptionally beautiful agricultural landscape which surrounds the 
towns and villages of the Hundred Parishes provides an ideal starting point to do 
just this. 
Sadly, many people have lost any connection with the land and also with the rich 
language used to describe its features.  Robert Macfarlane’s books Landmarks 
and The Lost Words are collections of some of these words, a glossary of wonderful 
descriptive terms, most of which are no longer part of our everyday conversations. 
Whilst standing on a vantage point and viewing a landscape spread below, 
innumerable features can be seen. Words on an Ordnance Survey map reveal the 
range of human impact: for example, grove, wood, park, plantation, common, green 

Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

continued on next page 
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lane, moat, castle and spinney.  
Willow stub or a pollarded Ash or Elm describe specific trees marking ancient 
boundaries, while place names such as Ford End in Great Waltham parish, Porridge 
Hall in Lindsell and Poor Bridge in Clavering intrigue. 
I encourage you to set off to explore the countryside of the Hundred Parishes, 
armed with an appropriate OS Map and ideally with willing companions. See 
how many fascinating features you can spot. To add to your enchantment of the 
day, experience the overhead foliage moving in the wind and making a suthering 
sound!  On your travels you may notice a socker, the rift in an oak caused by a 
lightning strike, or some frith growth of thorns or bramble spreading out from a 
neglected hedge. 
If you are not comfortable setting forth without specific guidance, please take 
advantage of the suggested walks from railway stations that can be downloaded 
from  www.hundredparishes.org.uk.    TriciaMoxey Trustee

The Hundred Parishes, continued from page  10 

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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Thursday 1st Aftrnoon tea, 3-5pm
Friday 2nd Adult barre ballet  6pm – 6.45pm
Wednesday 4th Second Wednesday Coffee 
morning
Tuesday 6th Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 6th Judo  7.00-8.30pm
Wednesday 7th Music to movement  
10am-11am
Wednesday 7th Fitsteps  7pm-8pm
Wednesday 7th Judo  8pm-9.30pm
Friday 9th September U3A meeting 3pm, 
Memorial Hall Sawbridgeworth, We meet on 
the second Friday of every month . For more 
details you can contact our Membership 
Secretary, John Dickenson on 01279 722297
Ladies Open Golf Day at
Brocket Hall, Wewlyn, AL8 7XG – 8.30am
Join us at Brocket Hall for the a 23rd 
anniversary Ladies’ Open Golf Day, held in 
support of Isabel Hospice. 
There will be tea/coffee and light refreshments 
on arrival. There will also be a two course 
lunch, a goody bag, a prize presentation and 
a 4 Ball Better Ball Stapleford competition! 
The Golf Academy will be available for players 
before their round and there will be a 2 Tee 
start on the Melbourne Course from 8.30am. 
Entry cost is £150 per pair or £300 for 4Ball
For more information, or if you have any 
enquirers please contact Jan Leggetter by 
telephone 01438 716079.
Tuesday 13th Art from the start  1-3pm
Tuesday 13th Judo 7.00-830pm
Wednesday 14th - 2nd Wednesday in the 
month Coffee morning 9.30am-11.30am
Wednesday 14th Movement to music 
10am-11am (main hall)
Wednesday 14th Fitsteps  7-8pm
Wednesday 14th judo  8pm-9.30pm
Thursday 15th Third Thursday Lunch 12-1.45
Tuesday 20th Art from the start  1-3pm

Tuesday 20th Judo  7-8.30pm
Wednesday 21st movement to music 
10-11am
Wednesday 21st Hadhams’ History Society, 
‘The Lady under the Carpet 8pm’, by Helen 
Gibson.
Tuesday 27th Art from the start 1-3pm
Tuesday 27th Judo 7-8.30pm
Wednesday 28th Movement to music 
10-11am
Wednesday 28th Fitsteps 7-8pm
Wednesday 28th Judo 8-9.30pm
Thursday 29th Whist Drive ‘If you would like 
to learn to play whist contact Mrs Ross Barron 
on 771694’ 
Friday 30th Barre ballet for adults 6-6.45pm
Saturday 31st Farmers’ Market 8.30-11.30.

What’s on in August       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

Coming soon
1st Sept See front cover
3rd Sept Parish Council meeting 8pm.
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Part-time gardener required for village cottage 
To tidy borders, cut grass & trim hedges. 

Hours to suit (as many or as few as you wish)
Phone Phil on 07976 612616 or email:

 chalkcottage@btinternet.com

 To Little Hadham Brownies.Thank you for our lovely plant.  We have put it in a flowerpot in a sunny spot.  It brings a smile to our faces when we walk past it.  Your Brownie ‘Good Turn’ is much appreciated and we will look after it.
Thank you, 
Deborah & Graham at Squirrels.

Red Chair Cinema Club

New members 
welcome. Join on the 
on the door or email 

redchaircinema@
littlehadhamvillagehall.
com for information and 

forthcoming dates.

Open Kitchen – Coffee morning
Wednesday 14th, 9.30 – 11.30am in the village hall

Fresh coffee with home cooked muffins, tea bread, 
choux buns and more!

All ages welcome.

I wish to thank every one who came to our Afternoon Tea 
on June 28th 2019.

The weather was perfect and the cakes were delicious.
and it was lovely to see people enjoying  themselves.  It 
was a happy afternoon.  A big thankyou to my family 

and friends for all their help and cooking.

More important was the generosity of everyone. We 
were able to  send to the Alzheimer’s Research Fund    

£202. 00.  . Thank you all once again ,

with love   Joy Temple
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top Stansted Expansion (SSE) has welcomed the decision by Uttlesford District 
Council (UDC) on Friday 28 June to refer the 2018 Stansted Airport planning 
application back to the Planning Committee for further consideration.  

SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented: “There is a compelling case for 
referring this airport planning application back to the Planning Committee 
in view of all the outstanding issues.  I would like to congratulate Uttlesford 
District Council for making entirely the right decision – legally, procedurally 
and democratically.”    

The proposal to refer the application back to the Planning Committee was 
tabled by Councillor Paul Fairhurst and seconded by Councillor Anthony Gerard, 
both representing the Residents for Uttlesford (‘R4U’) party which took control 
of the Council in May.  R4U Leader John Lodge also supported the proposal as 
did Councillor Alan Dean, the leader of the Liberal Democrats.  The proposal 
received overwhelming cross-party support with 31 councillors voting in favour, 

SSE 

 
  

 

Choose from a selection  
of over 60 cars from  
£5,000 to £50,000 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     01279 652656   
     Bishops Stortford 

     CM23 5PS 
 

CLOCKTOWER

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service

Data rescue
Upgrades

Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk

continued on page 17
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Hatfield Broad Oak                          www.cammashall.co.uk

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Seasonal Farm Shop

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (August to October)

A great day out for all the family!

Open Tuesday 
to Sunday  and Bank Holidays

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants •  Sweetcorn • Cherries  

• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins...  when in season
& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm 

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

FU
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Y

O
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N
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 24
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ay-

 

3rd
 Novem
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only one against and one abstention.  

There was loud applause from the packed public gallery when the result of 
the vote was announced in the Council chamber.  Many of those present had 
signed the residents’ petition calling for the airport planning application to be 
referred back to the Planning Committee for further consideration.  The petition, 
which was presented to the Council at the start of the meeting, had gathered 
almost 1,700 signatures in just 17 days, making it the biggest ever petition in 
the history of the Council.   

Peter Sanders added:  “It was a truly uplifting day for local democracy but this 
is only a first step.  The Planning Committee will make its decision based purely 
on the facts, not emotion or popular opinion.  SSE’s task now is to provide all 
the relevant evidence and analysis to the Planning Committee so that it can 
make the right decision.  We will take nothing for granted.”  

Peter Sanders concluded: “This is a large and complex planning application and, 
as we have said many times before, it should have been dealt with nationally 
rather than by our local council, which is one of the smallest local authorities 
in the country and has limited resources.  There are many new members on 
the Planning Committee and it will obviously take time for them to familiarise 
themselves with an application which comprises some 2,400 documents 
amounting to around 13,000 pages.  This cannot be rushed.”  

SSE, continued from page 14 

O.P.I, Jane Iredale Makeup, Shellac & LVL 
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It seems that our Club’s “progressive transformation”  continues. 

Last month I reported that ladies are no longer expected to “do  men’s teas” and this 
month I must report that our men’s traditional dress code for matches of cotton white 
shirts with ties is slipping.  Whilst a few still hang on to that tradition,  the majority now turn 
up in white polo shirts with which ties cannot be worn.  As un-enforceable law is bad law,  
I guess the old stagers may have to  succumb and accept that as the new norm and take 
some comfort from the fact that they were the last bastion of dress standards, the shirts 
are at least  traditional white, and all other clubs on the circuits have already embraced 
this “modern” look with a variety of colouring.

No doubt our comparatively  poor match results so far this year will be attributed  to such 
falling standards -   at least in some eyes! 

Cannot pretend that the men  are having other than an unspectacular season in all 
areas. The Seniors league in which we usually excel  has gone pear shaped, the Hawks 
evening league team is having a really tough time with many new players  and our more 
experienced Eagles team is hovering just below mid-table. We seem to be going through 
one of those periods when things just do not go our way. A recent Eagles league match 

Talking Bowls –––––––or something

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

continued on page 19
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against Hertford being a  case in point. A cracking game, nip and tuck all the way on both 
rinks, and with just one end to play, all square at 16 each on one rink and 18 each on the 
other. I need not tell you the final outcome but like the British entry in the Eurovision Song 
contest,  ‘nil points’.  (‘nil points’ used to be Norway’s spot in Wogan’s days)

The important thing is all are enjoying their bowling and this “spell” is unlikely to go on 
much longer.

The Ladies are battling well. A fantastic draw against Northaw & Cuffley in the County 
League must be their highlight so far this season. N&C have  top county players and were 
expecting a virtual walk-over. A bit put out was the best way to describe their reaction but 
to their credit,  in the best sporting tradition. Well done ladies.

Time for you to came along to look us over?  If male you could  help us recover the 
men’s mojo and if female to maybe join the exciting ride our ladies are enjoying. (Our “ 
progressive transformation” has  yet to extend to  the other way round.)

This Wednesday evening from 6pm would be good and you know  you will be made 
welcome.          Jack

Counsellor/Psychotherapist

J Anthony Welsh
MBACP, BA (Hons), Dip. 

P.C. Counselling

07720773346
j.anthony.w76@gmail.com

Talking Bowls, continued from page 18

1-1 PERSONAL TRAINING

SMALL GROUP TRAINING

CIRCUITS & BOXING CLASSES

BOOTCAMP

WWW.CLAUDIAAUDLEY.CO.UK/PT

BASED IN FURNEUX PELHAM, HERTS
07796 531 071
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Village Hall News, August 

We had no newsletter last month so there is much to catch up with. . Our new Red 
Chair Cinema Club had its first official film show, Mary Poppins Returns, on Thursday 
12th July and this was very well supported.  We do appreciate however that weekday 
evenings can be unsuitable for families during school term-time so we shall be more 
accommodating with our family programme in the future.  Our next film showing is 
on Sunday 28th July. As we are unfortunately restricted in the publicity we can give to 
forthcoming films to the world at large due to film licencing conditions, I cannot reveal 
the name of the film here, so for more information please email redchaircinema@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com or call me on the number below. We will however be able 
to advertise forthcoming films within the hall itself, so please check the noticeboards. 
Up to now we have been able to borrow the cinema equipment for our screenings, 
but we are planning on purchasing and installing our own and we have already raised 
more than half the cost through grants, private donations and with help from the 
Parish Council.  

Wendy’s First Thursday of the Month Afternoon Teas have really taken off and last 
month 40 people from our village and beyond came along.  This is a great achievement 
and is part of the effort to use the hall more to provide community events for the 
village. In similar vein our Second Wednesday of the Month Coffee Morning is now 
attracting almost as many numbers.  These will continue to run through the summer 
holidays so please come along as we love to see new faces.

If you haven’t joined East Herts Lottery for local causes yet please do consider it as it 
is a fun way to help raise money for our Village Hall refurbishment project. As it stands 
we are due to have raised over one thousand pounds in the lottery’s first year.  To join 
in, go to:  https://easthertslottery.co.uk 

If you didn’t make it to the A120 bypass public information in June, the Village Hall 
will be displaying updates provided by Herts County Council.  They are donating a new 
notice board specifically for this purpose which will be erected at the front of the hall 
facing the car park.  HCC will also be holding monthly A120 bypass updates at the 
Village Hall, dates will be advertised when known. These will give residents the chance 
to talk to the team face-to-face. If you can’t wait until then you can contact the team 
direct at a120bypass@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

If you would like to book the hall our Booking Secretary’s email is lhvhbooking@gmail.
com. For any information on Village Hall matters please email me at chairvillagehall@
littlehadham.org.uk or telephone (01279) 771272.

Jan Williamson, 

Chair, LHVH
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I would like to respond to Dave Willett’s “personal view” of the Little Hadham Neighbourhood 
Plan as Jon and I joined the Group at the very beginning.  As we have lived in the village 
for a very long time, we felt that with Jon’s work as an architect and mine as a Parish 
Clerk, we could contribute our experience to this worthwhile project.  We had guidance from 
Rachel Hogger of Modicum Planning, who has a Master’s degree in Urban Planning, BSc with 
distinction and many years of experience with which to guide us through the many hurdles 
we faced.  We also had advice from East Herts Council’s Planning Department, our County 
and District Councillors, Locality and other useful websites including the National Planning 
Policy Framework – a Government document, so we had plenty of professional advice.  We 
had open days, surveys and questionnaires, we looked at all aspects – good, bad, threats and 
opportunities to assess our Vision for next 15 years

At that time the District Plan was being updated and we were a Category 1 Village, required 
to find space for about 12 houses within the Parish, so there was a call for sites and nine were 
put forward; we interviewed developers and owners and inspected the sites and then discussed 
them relating to the Planning laws and the current District Plan and the National Planning 
Policy Framework.  

And then the new, adopted District Plan 2018, 2011-2033 came along and everything 
changed.  After submissions by the Parish Council, we had become a Category 2 Village under 
Policy VILL 2, with limited infill only allowed within the settlement areas, due to lack of facilities 
and services within the village.  Under the new District Plan, applications for development 
would only be considered with regard to location, layout and connectivity, scale, design in 
keeping with the village, also without the loss of a significant open space or open countryside 
or detriment to the amenity of neighbouring occupiers within the tightly drawn boundaries.

The villages mention by Dave Willett are Category 1 villages who must find sites for a further 
10% of their housing stock whilst Little Hadham has to find none like Wareside, Dane End or 
High Wych.  We will not be an isolated village, I for one do not want us to be like Standon & 
Puckeridge, Braughing, Hunsdon, Buntingford, we have enough new housing on our doorstep 
with 2,800 houses with more to come being built at Stortford Fields – do you really want Little 
Hadham to look like that?  Let’s preserve our unique village with its built heritage and resist 
the urban sprawl, if housing is needed we have our guidelines and rules on infilling that we 
have to respect.

Not one of the three sites suggested would be acceptable under the planning guidelines – 
the Albury Road site has been tested and failed to gain permission; the Glaxo site is in a 
Category 3 village and already has permission for a data centre; along the A.120 is outside 
the settlement area.

However, only 50% of Neighbourhood Plans have allocated sites for housing, some are required 
to find them, some don’t need to do so.  What the NP Group lacked was the necessary Vision 
for the Future which, despite Rachel Hogger’s sound advice, still has not been written.  Once 
this has been agreed the Plan could go forward to the Parish Council for approval.

Angela Fardell

  Response to Dave Willett’s piece in the Parish News for July 2019
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The sun’s relationship to the seasons was widely 
observed in pre-historic times.  On a given day 
(eg at the midwinter solstice) the sun rises over 
the same place on the local horizon.  Many sites 

and temples were built with great skill and effort to observe this; the earliest known 
(ca 5000BC) is at Nabta in Egypt.  Impressive sites eg New Grange, near Dublin (ca 
3500BC) and Stonehenge (ca 3000BC) were shown.  The number of days between 
solstices (ie a year) was found to be consistent in Classical Times and formed the basis 
of early calendars.  Sundials were invented to divide the day into hours after sunrise, 
giving times for prayers and other daily activities.  Many different types of sundial were 
illustrated, a fine early one from Egypt (ca 1500BC) measured the length of the sun’s 
shadow.  Roman & Greek dials from ca 300BC, cast the shadow of a horizontal rod 
(gnomon) on a marked hemisphere.  Crude “tide” or “scratch” dials, marking the time 
for prayers, were carved on many English churches from about 600 AD.  Accurate dials, 
with a sloping gnomon set parallel to the earth’s axis were developed in the Middle 
and Far East. One in Damascus (ca 1372 AD) and a huge one in Jaipur (ca 1700 
AD) were shown, as were many European examples from ca 1500 AD.  These ranged 
from portable devices to large structures, all with remarkable craftsmanship.  Sundial 
time is essentially local time and specific to the dial’s location.  It was used to reset 
unreliable early mechanical clocks, typically at noon.  The length of each day varies 
with the date due to the earth’s tilt and its eccentric orbit around the sun.  For modern 
purposes, a consistent day’s length based on the mean length of all the days in the 
year (Greenwich Mean Time – GMT) was adopted in 1874.  Sundial Time is thus fast 
or slow of GMT depending on the date. This was a glimpse of a huge subject and 
illustrated the importance of the sun in timing the seasons and the day over millenia.

Forthcoming Events: Please remember that our Programme and any late Changes are 
on our Web site under the Heading “Events”

Wednesday Aug 21st @ 8:00pm Little Hadham Village Hall. “The Lady under the 
Carpet”   by Helen Gibson.

Monday Sep 9th @ 8:00pm Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall. “Restoration of 
the Bells at St Andrew’s Church, Much Hadham” by Robert Friskney.

Monday Sep 23rd @ St Andrew’s Church, Much Hadham, “Follow up to above talk” 
by Robert Friskney.   Timing and numbers to be decided. 

www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk   Mike Clark 01279 842131
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Red Marks
I refer to the piece in Little Hadham Parish News of July - ‘Watch out for the Red 
Marks’

Whilst I wholeheartedly agree that dog poo is unsightly, problematic and, occasionally, 
could be dangerous if accidentally ingested, I do not feel spraying uncollected faeces 
is at all helpful, particularly in the manner in which it has been carried out in Little 
Hadham.

The overzealous ‘sprayer’ has in effect contaminated large areas of grass, crops, verges 
and pathways with unsightly blobs of red paint, which in essence equates to the graffiti, 
and further pollution (at the least visually), of our natural environment.

Does this person (and I suppose the Parish Council, who I take it, agreed to this action 
since it was noted on their news page) honestly believe these jarring patches of red 
paint scattered on our countryside pathways are going to shame the offending dog 
owners into a sense of guilt and repentance and stop them doing this in the future?  
Hugely unlikely, the offenders have not accidentally allowed their dogs to poo on paths 
etc AND not realised AND not collected it, they just don’t care!  In addition, by the 
state of some of the dried-out, fossilised poo that has been singled out to be given a 
flashy red smothering, the dog, and their owners, have also long gone.  

Perhaps the ‘sprayer’ instead of highlighting the offending dog poo, and thus making 
it even more offensive to the rest of us, could actually channel their obvious passion 
about stopping dog poo abandonment into collecting the dog poo and putting it in a 
bin.  (Yes, I know it’s not your dog’s, it’s not my dog’s either but then I’m not the one with 
the spray can!) This would then actually keep our countryside clean of the appallingly 
sprayed graffiti AND benefit the community too by reducing the levels of left over poo!  
Finally if they had any energy left they could put that into the task of lobbying the 
council for the provision of more dog poo bins in this area, and better signage about 
the laws and subsequent fines for breaking them, that may also actually help.

As an aside I sincerely hope the paint already sprayed around is totally harmless to 
animals, plants and wildlife, water soluble, so that it will disappear very quickly, fully 
biodegradeable, and non-toxic to humans both first hand and secondary (as it will 
inevitably end up in the food chain since it has been sprayed next to crops) otherwise 
I fear it may already have done more harm than any good. 

Finally, to prevent the awful realisation that you’ve walked it into the house on your 
shoes, I politely suggest that you always leave your shoes at the door.



Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

Sunday 4th   Trinity 7
9.15 a.m.  Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

Sunday 11th   Trinity 8
10.30 a.m.  Group Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
5.45 p.m.  Refresh at St. Mary’s, Braughing.

Sunday 18th   Trinity 9
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.

Sunday 25th    Trinity 10
10.30 a.m.  Group Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Braughing.

Wednesday 28th   Midweek Communion.

10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

We would be delighted if you will join us for any of the services this month
and if you have family or friends staying please bring them along too.
Refreshments are served after the service.

AUGUST 2019 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham

Don’t forget to join us for the Third Thursday Lunch when a light, but delicious lunch 
is served in the Village Hall for a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and neighbours 
meet here regularly for a chat and catch-up on all the news! 

We are sorry to announce the sad passing
 of Rosemary Anne Lilley-Nott, beloved wife of 

Anthony Robert Nott,of ‘Gilbert’s Wish’, Albury Road
July 11th 2019 


