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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

How quickly do you send ‘thank you’ cards after Christmas? It’s almost the 
middle of January and there are still ‘thank you’ cards that I need to deliver. 

Showing gratitude matters doesn’t it? It’s lovely to be on the receiving end 
of gratitude – especially when you don’t expect it. It was over eight years 
ago but I still recall how thrilled we were when our daughter sent us a 
thank you card after her wedding. She thanked us for having made her 
wedding day so special. But - and this is what really touched our hearts as her parents 
- she also wrote “and thank you for bringing me up.” 

There’s a Bible account of the time Jesus healed ten men with leprosy. As they saw him 
coming into their village, all those ten men stood there crying out to Jesus at the top 
of their voices: “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” They followed Jesus’ instruction to go 
and show themselves to the priests and, as they went on their way, they were healed. 
What a cause for celebration and thanksgiving!  But how many of them came back 
to thank Jesus for being healed? Only one of those ten men with leprosy returned to 
thank Jesus. He returned praising God loudly and fell at Jesus’ feet so full of gratitude 
for having been healed.  Where were the others?

A book I keep dipping back into is called ‘Celebration of Discipline’. It’s about the 
disciplines of living as a Christian – good habits that help us along our Christian journey. 
Its writer, Richard Foster, comments that acts of courtesy are a form of Christian 
service. He goes on to point out that words like ‘thank you’ and ‘yes, please’, letters 
of appreciation and so on are all services of courtesy. I’d like to take this opportunity 
to show my appreciation and say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who supports the 
churches of St Andrew’s, St Cecilia’s, St Mary’s and St Thomas’ in any way. In addition, 
at St Cecilia’s Church, we are going to express our gratitude to those who support the 
ministry of our church in Little Hadham at a ‘Thank You Service’. This special service 
will be taking place on Sunday 24 February at 11:15.

Is there any way we could demonstrate our gratitude to others? Perhaps someone 
comes to mind right now. Could it be that this is someone God has placed on our 
hearts and we realise we can say ‘thank you’ to them? Or, could we demonstrate our 
gratitude to God? There’s so much for which we can be thankful to God, the giver of all 
good things and it’s so easy to take these things for granted. The beauty of the world 
we live in, the food we have, the friends we have and so much more. There’s an old 
saying ‘count your blessings one by one.’ May each one of us be people who count 
their blessings. May we remember the good things that God has given us and may we 
be thankful to God for each one of them. 

Every blessing
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The Parish Council wishes everyone a happy new year!

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Parish road closures
HCC plans to close two parish roads:

The road to Much Hadham from New Road to Bromley Lane and Chapel Lane and A120 to 
Winding Hill. Details can be found on the Parish Council website:

http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk   The next Parish Council meeting is on  Tuesday 19th 
February 2019 at 8:00 pm in the Village Hall.

Our next meeting is on the 19th February at 12.00 noon when we shall have a Ploughman’s 
lunch, either pate or cheese to start, followed by a talk by Beryl Davis at 1.00 pm on ‘Interesting 
Garden Observations’. Please contact Karin on 761532 to book your place.

Tips for the month:-
1.  Cut back shrubs such as Cornus or Salix cultivars (grown for their colourful winter stems) 
down to their bases.
2.  Cut back the old foliage from ornamental grasses.
3.  Lift and divide snowdrops still ‘ in the green’ if you want to move them or create new plant

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  
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Flooding works: progress at the Ford
A happy new year came to the residents of The Ford Little Hadham who for many years have 
experienced frequent flooding blocking the highway between the Village Hall to just past 

Ridgeway.  The road is drained by a 131m ditch from near Ridgeway to the River Ash and goes 
through the gardens of 15 riparian owners.  Connect Scaffolding from Hadham Park came 
to the rescue and voluntarily sent down their mini digger and their operator Dave, who is a 
professional groundworker who has been maintaining ditches in herts for decades and cleared 
debris and silt from over 90m of the ditch free of charge to help the community reduce the 
flooding.  14 riparian owners have benefitted from their help, and a final decision is awaited 
from one riparian owner on the remaining section.  This forms part of a larger community 
project to look at the viability of installing a holding pond on the farmer’s field to help reduce 
the volume and speed of the water run off before it reaches the highway.

 Many thanks go to Connect Scaffolding and their team.

         APPLE MAC    

REPAIRS                UPGRADES

     SERVICE                 DATA RESCUE        

INKS  IPHONES

Clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ  
T: 01763 271122   www.touchofglamour.co.uk

BEAUTY SALON

£5 off 
with this 

advert
A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate, 
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL
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Millennium Wood News
Over 65 locals met in Millennium Wood before Christmas for a carol concert. We were 
accompanied by a 5 piece brass band which made the whole event a great success. From 
the donations given, we covered costs and gave £50 to the Salvation Army, the charity that Mr 
Gillespie and his ensemble suggested. 
Thanks to all that helped set up but in particular to Wendy who organised all the chocolates 
on trees for the children, cooked mince pies and sorted out flasks of mulled wine.
After the Christmas break we had a work party where we covered coppiced hazel stumps 
with brash (cuttings from lopped trees.) This will protect the new growth next spring from being 
nibbled by rabbits and muntjac deer. Thanks to Tom, Benji, Rose, Natasha, Lloyd, Harvey and 
David for their support. We accomplished plenty in the two hours. The next planned work party 
will be Sunday 10th February, 10 – noon. All welcome as we shall have a lot to complete before 
the work parties cease as spring comes rolling in.
Those who have wandered through the wood over the last few months will note several 
changes. There have been 100s of bulbs planted, the pond is filling up and the coppicing cycle 
has begun. Basically, I cut back hazel and hornbeam trees to ground level and they will then 
regrow. In the few years they take to get going again, the forest floor will receive much more 
daylight and rain and this will encourage plants and grasses to grow. All good for improving the 
bio diversity of the habitat.
Thank you to all who have helped me in the wood over the last 12 months, all much appreciated.
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Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

A very belated happy New Year to you all and thanks to everyone who gave generously to the 
staff over the Christmas period; all those chocolates and biscuits mean that we have had to 
consider a group gym membership for 2019!!
Now, I must dispel any notion of my imminent retirement.  I have been told by a number of 
patients that I am about to escape the NHS in order to play more golf! This is NOT the case 
and I’m afraid that you will have to put up with me for a few years longer!
However, from May this year there will be some changes. I am reducing my hours by 
approximately 25% but will still be working at least 3 days a week; keeping Monday and 
Friday mornings in Hunsdon and Thursday afternoons at St Elizabeth’s unchanged.
Details of the changes haven’t been finalised yet but I hope to clarify things in the next month or two.
Mrs May recently announced a cash injection for the NHS over the next 5 years with the focus 
on prevention and early detection of disease. As a practice we participate in the screening 
programmes for breast, bowel and cervical cancers and would encourage you all to take up 
any screening invitations you may receive.
On a personal note I would like to thank all of you who expressed their good wishes on the 
occasion of my daughter’s marriage at St Andrews Church on 8th December. Particular thanks 
to Steve Bate, Michael McAdam, Marigold Hodge, Judy Waples and anyone else who helped 
in the Church on that truly memorable day. 
Is it any wonder why I can’t retire just yet???

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge      Jill Goldsmith

The new year is now well underway for volunteers at the Gardens… with a range of restoration 
and improvement projects in hand.

For example, we are continuing to clear the far end of the walled kitchen garden, putting 
in more raised beds for vegetables. There are many bits of hard standing where there were 
greenhouses and, who knows, we may one day be able to reconstruct one? But in the meantime 
we plan to make safe the rubbly areas around the good vegetable beds by covering them with 
grass – maybe including a camomile lawn area? and one with clover in the grass mix to make 
a more diverse habitat? We would be pleased to hear from anyone with experience to share 
of establishing a camomile lawn!  

Our clearing continues to unearth more snowdrops where they are not wanted! So as usual we 
will be selling snowdrops in the green on our 17 and 24 February snowdrop Open Days. Our 
gates will be open from 11.30 -4.00 (last entry 3.00) and we will have hot drinks, soup and 
bacon rolls and of course home-made cakes. There will also be a plant stall. The snowdrops are 
coming up on cue. This year visitors will be able to see our new Maynard stag bed amongst the 
snowdrops in the kitchen garden!  

We sell excellent value season tickets – you can see the range of activities planned for Open 
Days on our website (although it is not yet a full programme!). Season tickets are available on 
the gate or through the website http://www.eastonlodge.co.uk . 

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Village Hall News      Jan Williamson

vI hope everyone had a good Christmas and are now focussed on New Year’s events. It was 
good to be able to shut off for a few days but very quickly things got back to normal with 
our booking secretary’s resignation which meant we had to advertise quickly in order to keep 
running as smoothly as possible.  I would like to say thank you to Julianne for her time with 
Little Hadham Village Hall Management Committee and wish her luck for the future.  We were 
very fortunate that at our AGM someone showed an interest in helping us with online bookings 
and the next day very bravely offered to take the job on, so I am pleased to introduce our new 
booking secretary Denise Armstrong.  She is in the process of building a new website and online 
booking system for us, her contact details are: Denise Armstrong Telephone: 01279 771801 
mob: 07973 886806 email: lhvhbooking@gmail.com,

Our AGM’s attendance was good as it brought in a Herts County Councillor amongst many 
other new faces, some of which offering their help in  new projects we are hoping to trial.  We 
now are getting close to starting the film club and again help has come forward via our AGM 
to help with this project.  We hope that next month we will have a date for the first showing.  
A date has also been set for a coffee morning once a month which will take place on the 2nd 
Wednesday morning of each month. The first will be 13th February 9.30 – 11.30 am and all 
are welcome. The aim of this is to bring people together and offer a place to socialise and help 
combat social isolation and rural loneliness but also for people just to come along and have 
a good natter with friends.  We also have superfast broadband so you can even bring along 
some work. It will be run as a non-profit making scheme but a small charge will be made for 
coffee and cake/biscuits to cover our costs.   If anyone knows of anyone who would like to come 
but doesn’t have the means to do so we would be happy to try and arrange for some form of 
transport which would need to be booked in advance.

With regards to the refurbishment project one of the main problems we have is the lack of 
storage for  the hall, so we felt the first thing to be done is to submit a planning application 
to building a new storage area which would be attached to part of the back and side of 
the existing building.  This would relieve a very congested interior of chairs, table trollies and 
equipment which are continually moved about to accommodate all our bookings.  The Architect 
will also be focussing on draft plans to extend the kitchen and committee room areas to 
give us new rooms and better facilities (this would include Doctors Surgery).  When we have 
reached the stage of approval of the plans we will invite the community to come and look 
at our proposals. We have also taken on board the comments from the village requesting a 
village fete which is in its planning stages, so again if anyone would like to help in the planning 
and come on to a sub-committee I would be extremely happy to hear from you.  There is a 
possibility that it could be run in conjunction with live music (provided by local musicians) and 
will keep you up to date with what and when this would take place.   If this is something you 
would like to get involved with please contact me on 01279 771272 (Jan Williamson) email: 
chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk 

I would also like to inform you that we have been accepted as a worthy cause for East Herts 
Lottery which is having its launch on 28th January at Hertford Theatre and all are welcome 

continued on next page 
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Village Hall News, continued from page 8

to drop in between 7 – 8 pm to purchase their first tickets and find out more about how it 
works.  There will be wine and refreshments plus plenty of people to talk to about the lottery.  
If you unable to attend then just go to www.EastHertsLottery.co.uk  and look for Little Hadham 
Village Hall Refurbishment Project.  It only costs £1.00 but has a great potential to not only 
help with projects like our but also offer £25k win plus other prizes.

We have a new dance class for mature movers starting on Wednesday 23rd of January 10 – 
11am her name is Hannah Reynolds called Imagination Arts she will be trying various styles 
from ballet to jazz and more.  If you are interested in this class please contact Hannah on 
07714 378887 or hannahimaginationarts@yahoo.com It will cost £5.00 per person for the hour.

Lastly I would just like to remind everyone that on Wednesday February 6th 10.am–12.30pm, 
Little Hadham Village Hall is putting on a service providers fair which is Titled The Village 
Connector project Services Market Place.  It will be a great opportunity to talk to local 
organisations about what they offer to promote well-being, combat social isolation and reduce 
loneliness.  Please look at the leaflet enclosed in the newsletter and do come if you are able.  
It will be a good place for networking and we will provide refreshments.  We hope that we will 
have additional stalls to the ones advertised.  My details are 

email: chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk  01279 771272  mob 07710 325363
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Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years

Care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm.

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ schoolthat nurtures a love 

for learning  OFSTED 2018
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk



10101010



11111111

Home-Start events
Our next literary lunch will be held on Monday 4th February, 2019 at the Old Bull 
Inn, Royston , 12.15pm featuring Jude Simpson hosting a chat with local author Sarah 
Harrison. Tickets are £15 - includes a buffet lunch and tea/coffee, 

We are very excited to be hosting our 2nd Home-Start Concert with Linda Bance - 
Celebrating Voices - this will be held on Saturday 2nd March at 7.30pm (doors open at 
7pm) at Meridian School, Garden Walk, Royston.

The evening will be compered by our Poet in Residence, Jude Simpson and local author 
Sarah Harrison will be reading a poem, so please come along and celebrate the talent of 
your local choirs - Adhoc, Foxton Singers, Reed Church Choir and pop up choir WomenSing.

Tickets are £10,  under 13s: £5. 

To book for either of these events please call Home-Start office on 01763 262262, email 
admin@hsrsc.org.uk or book online through www.ticketsource.co.uk/hsrsc  

A Charity Ball will be held on 29th March, 2019 in aid of Home-Start.

This will be held at Fowlmere Village Hall which will be dressed as a marquee. Tickets are 
£75 to include a champagne reception, 3 course meal, live entertainment, live and silent 
auctions and a raffle. We will have a licensed bar.  Tables will be for 10 guests, 

if you would like to join us please call 01763 262262 to book your tickets.

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd

Whether you are arranging a wedding, 
private party or corporate event, let 

Luxury Toilet Hire (UK) Ltd 
provide you with the perfect toilet 

facility to make your occasion a 
memorable success.

Tel: 01279 504638 or 01371 873003 
Web: www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
Email: info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

We also hire out mobile fridge 
and freezer trailers.
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Coming soon

6 Wed, Service Providers’ Fair, 10am- 12.30pm.  
See page 9.

8 Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month . For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297.

10 Sun, Millennium Wood Work Party, 10am 
– noon, at the Wood.  All welcome.

10 Sun, Antiques Fair, 9.30 - 4pm. An 
established fair known for its wide range 
of quality antiques, jewellery, Victoriana, 
china, glass, pictures, prints and lots more. 
Refreshments available.  Admission £1, free 
with the advert on page 19.

13 Wed, Coffee Morning, 9.30-11.30am 
Please see page 8 for article.

17 & 24 Snowdrop Open Days, Easton Lodge 
Our gates will be open from 11.30 -4.00 (last 
entry 3.00) and we will have hot drinks, soup 
and bacon rolls and of course home-made 
cakes.  There will also be a plant stall. 

19 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 12 noon when 
we shall have a Ploughman’s lunch, either 
pate or cheese to start, followed by a talk 
by Beryl Davis at 1.00 pm on ‘Interesting 
Garden Observations’. Please contact Karin 
on 761532 to book your place.

19 Tue, Parish Council meeting 8:00 pm.

20 Wed, Hadhams’ History Society 8pm  
“Carpenters and Undertakers, The Ellcocks of 
Little Hadham”  More details on page 14.

21.Thur, Third Thursday Lunch A delicious 
lunch is served in the Village Hall for 
a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and 
neighbours meet here regularly for a chat 
and catch-up on all the news! 
23 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

24 Sun, ‘Thank You Service’, 11.15am at St 
Cecilia’s  church.  See page 2.

28 Thur Little Hadham Whist Drives.  Costs 
£2 to play including scorecard, tea and 
biscuits at interval  Also large raffle on night.  
Alldrives commence 7:30 pm  (doors open by 
7:15pm)on the last thursday of the month, 
in the Village Hall.  We’ve been going in the 
village since the 1950s, and all of our profits 
go to support the Village Hall.
Further info can be obtained at our website 
www.whistdrive.org.uk

What’s on in February       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

2 Mar, Celebrating Voices Home-Start Concert 
with Linda Bance See page 10

11Mar“200 years at Much Hadham Forge, 
History and Restoration” by Robin Webb 8:pm: 
Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall.  

29 Mar Home-Start Charity Ball



NOTICEBOARD
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Would  YOU go ‘paper-free’?
Choose the green version of the Parish 
News by choosing to receive your copy 

online.
Email your address with ‘Paper-free’ in the 

subject line to
htfp@clocktower.co.uk and save us 

time and money

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk
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Now that the new Little Hadham Parish Council is up and running I thought it would be interesting 
to see who was on the first Parish Council, created in 1894 by a Local Government Act.

Farming and local industry was very well represented in the early days.  William Chapman the 
first chairman, born in 1827, farmed the 530-acre Westfield Farm, as had his father before him.  
The Chapman family had been very large landowners in their time.

Frederick Webb Chapman aged 27 was the youngest member, also a farmer and nephew of 
William.  He lived with his wife at Lodge Farm.

James Drayton, a contemporary of William’s was farm bailiff at Hadham Hall then an estate 
of over 1100 acres. Born in Essex he had lived in Little Hadham for many years, working at 
one time at Lodge Farm.

Two more members of the council farmed but they combined their agricultural work with other 
rural jobs. William Ruddock Thrift, aged 60, an Albury man lived in the Mill House, at the Ash.  Not 
only was he the miller, but also called himself an agricultural engineer.  Business must have been 
good because he was able to employ a servant, Mary Aylott, to help his wife Josephine.

 Nat Gillett a farmer, wheelwright and blacksmith was born and bred in Little Hadham.  At 
one time Nat, his two brothers and father were all wheelwrights living at Halfway House. In his 
late thirties he had married Hattie the local schoolteacher and by 1894 he had one daughter 

Surfing the Past: Who Was Who on the Parish Council

continued on page 17
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UK’s leading

kitchen facelift expert! 

EST.

1999

dreamdoors.co.uk

Call our friendly sta� for a free estimate:

01920 463 302

®

Before

Dream Doors East Herts, 5 Star Street, 
Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA

Large choice of made to measure
doors, worktops & appliances 

ANYONE who has tried to research family history will know that it is now possible to find out 
a lot of information using a computer to search the Internet. As well as compiling a family tree, 
some of the sources can be used to build up a picture of a community.  I thought it might be 
interesting to see what one could discover about Little Hadham in this way. 

One of the most easily accessible web sites is that of the Church of the Latter Day Saints. 
Here you are able to look at a transcription of the 1881 Census and get an insight into local 
life some 126 years ago.

All 861 residents of the parish of Little Hadham are recorded in households with their places 
of birth, ages and occupations.  Unfortunately most of the cottages are not identified by name 
but the houses are grouped under the headings of Bury Green, the Ford, the Ash, Green Street 
and Westland Green.  Little Hadham was a collection of agricultural hamlets with Bury Green 
alone listing 45 of its inhabitants as agricultural labourers.  Farms abounded, the largest being 
at Hadham Hall with 1153 acres, employing 30 men and 13 boys.  Three families of hurdle 
makers lived in the Ford Hill area, and there were several blacksmiths shepherds and thatchers 
in the village.  A farmer who was also a butcher lived at the Ash and Houghtons had a general 
store and drapers.

Most people living in Little Hadham in 1881 were born in the parish or close by and there are 
a number of familiar local names such as Brett and Bayford. There were a few incomers such 

Surfing the Past, The 1881 Census          by Barbara Evans

continued on next  page 
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Surfing the Past, The 1881 census, continued from page 16

as the policeman from Hitchin, a municipal sanitary inspector, Edmund Watts from Swansea 
and Hattie Hall from Hampshire, who was a schoolmistress.If you would like to have a look at 
the 1881 Census go to www.familysearch.org 

This article, by Barbara Evans, was first publlished in the Parish News in 2007

called Theodora.

Henry James Pepper from Dunmow was the sixth member of the council. He had started 
out, with his father, as a bricklayer.  When he was in his thirties he moved with his wife, a 
dressmaker to The Baker’s Arms in Bayford where he must have got a taste for the publican’s 
life, for when he moved to Little Hadham he became the innkeeper at the Fox.

At the first meeting held at the National School, it was resolved that anyone found damaging 
the Parish Pump at the Ford or wasting the water should be prosecuted.

Sources:  Census records can be found on www.ancestry.co.uk, but by subscription only.

Parish Council records

This article, by Barbara Evans, was first publlished in the Parish News in 2007

Surfing the Past, The Parish Council continued from page 15

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 

Have a Hadham.
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Now that the new Little Hadham Parish Council is up and running I thought it would 
be interesting to see who was on the first Parish Council, created in 1894 by a Local 
Government Act.

Farming and local industry was very well represented in the early days.  William 
Chapman the first chairman, born in 1827, farmed the 530-acre Westfield Farm, as 
had his father before him.  The Chapman family had been very large landowners in 
their time.

Frederick Webb Chapman aged 27 was the youngest member, also a farmer and 
nephew of William.  He lived with his wife at Lodge Farm.

James Drayton, a contemporary of William’s was farm bailiff at Hadham Hall then 
an estate of over 1100 acres. Born in Essex he had lived in Little Hadham for many 
years, working at one time at Lodge Farm.

Two more members of the council farmed but they combined their agricultural work 
with other rural jobs. William Ruddock Thrift, aged 60, an Albury man lived in the Mill 
House, at the Ash.  Not only was he the miller, but also called himself an agricultural 
engineer.  Business must have been good because he was able to employ a servant, 
Mary Aylott, to help his wife Josephine.

 Nat Gillett a farmer, wheelwright and blacksmith was born and bred in Little 
Hadham.  At one time Nat, his two brothers and father were all wheelwrights living at 
Halfway House. In his late thirties he had married Hattie the local schoolteacher and 
by 1894 he had one daughter called Theodora.

Henry James Pepper from Dunmow was the sixth member of the council. He had 
started out, with his father, as a bricklayer.  When he was in his thirties he moved with 
his wife, a dressmaker to The Baker’s Arms in Bayford where he must have got a taste 
for the publican’s life, for when he moved to Little Hadham he became the innkeeper 
at the Fox.

At the first meeting held at the National School, it was resolved that anyone found 
damaging the Parish Pump at the Ford or wasting the water should be prosecuted.

Sources:  Census records can be found on www.ancestry.co.uk, but by subscription 
only.

Parish Council records

This article, by Barbara Evans, was first publlished in the Parish News in 2007

Surfing the Past: Who Was Who on the Parish Council
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The First Parish Clerk
Once the Parish Council had been set up in 1894, a Parish Clerk had to be appointed.  The 
first clerk was George Thomas Winterton born in Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire in 1847.  Early 
on in his life the family had moved to Stanstead Abbots, where his father ran a small tailoring 
business in the High Street.  At fourteen he was a servant, but later followed his father into 
tailoring.  In 1870 he married Louisa Sampford a local girl from Ware whose father was a 
maltster and a Baptist minister.  The couple then moved to Great Hadham where George 
carried on his tailoring employing two workers.  They had two children, Herbert who became a 
solicitor’s clerk and Annie who was assistant mistress at the school.

By the time George was appointed as Parish Clerk which earned him £20 a year, he had taken 
on further duties as tax assessor for the district.

We do not know how George Winterton travelled from Much Hadham to Little Hadham for 
the Council Meetings, but he made the journey for twenty-five years until his resignation in 
1919 aged 62.

And what topics were being discussed at council meetings in those early days?  The 
appointment of a doctor for the parish and the installation of a public telephone at the post 
office were important issues and of course the clearing of overgrown footpaths and bridleways 
was perennially on the agenda. 

This article, by Barbara Evans, was first publlished in the Parish News in 2007.

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Socks socks socks

Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

Thank you folks for your generous donations of socks and other clothing.  I have sorted through 
all the bits & bobs and I’m really pleased to say every item of clothing has been found a happy 
home.  Some of the clothes & socks have gone to a local nursing home and to homeless folk in 
the London area.  Other clothing and socks have found a very grateful home with a homeless 
man I’m personally looking after at the moment; with our collective help he has been able to 
progress from being unemployed and homeless to living in a mobile home and securing a full 
time job - wonderful news, he was offered full time employment as from 3 January.  A special 
thank you goes out to Ennis & Catherine of Cradle End, their generosity is unstinting.  Ann 
Clayton would be proud of us all, our tiny steps add up to a tremendous effort in the eyes of 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  If you are sorting through socks or other clothing do please 
leave them at The Old Cottage, Bury Green (our house flies the Union Jack out front!) and I 
shall endeavour, as ever, to find each & every item a very grateful home. 

Many thanks Carmela

I’m slowly going mental. . . and it is all due to my poorly hip. After 20-odd years of paying in for 
medical insurance, I decided that a new hip operation on the horizon might well be just the 
job for reclaiming some of that dosh by ‘going private’. I hadn’t bargained for being cast out, 
at the last minute, by a private hospital, due to an odd heart reading, and being diverted to 
Harlow hospital, (full weekend facilities in an emergency!) instead. And so it was planned to 
slice me up during Christmas week. However, the odd reading followed me there, and, the day 
before the op, I was called to say it was cancelled....(the op, not the heart!) I was told to sort 
out the problem and return to them once done. So I diligently booked an appointment with 
a cardiologist, had two major investigations, and returned to hear the results – all good -  two 
weeks later. I was pretty chuffed that I had managed all this with Christmas and the New Year 
hampering my speed. However Harlow was not impressed and today cancelled my operation 
which had been for next week. So here I am, three times readied for the off ...and still here (and 
I am not ashamed to say I am a devout coward, and have hardly slept since this all began...)

HAVE you watched the vet programme which showed alpaca owners taking their animals into 
care homes? It all looks warm and welcoming, with the alpacas behaving beautifully and the 
residents obviously enjoying their furry friends. I am both amazed and slightly jealous. I can 
only imagine the complete chaos which would happen should I try and do the same with my 
animals. Only two in my herd are possible candidates and they would throw a fit if I tried to 
bring them indoors... let alone mingle with kind residents bent on touching them! How do you 
train such animals to understand that they can’t spit at will, nor perform natural lavatorial 
habits while on show. I well remember the TV clip which showed the owner hurrying her two 
alpacas down – in a lift – because they were about to do what comes naturally to all outside 
creatures! OK, so I have never had the patience to tame my furry friends to that degree. And, 
all in all, I think that is the best way to be!
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

We have been sending monthly articles to magazine editors for more than four years and 
thought it might be a good idea to provide a reminder of the Society’s aims and activities. The 
Hundred Parishes Society is a registered charity, run entirely by volunteers. It was launched in 
2014 and is still relatively new.

A full explanation of the organisation’s objectives is given on its website. Put briefly, it exists to 
increase awareness, enjoyment and care of the Hundred Parishes, an area that is characterised 
by its rich and diverse heritage.

The area covered is approximately 450 square miles and incorporates 104 parishes in 
northeast Hertfordshire, northwest Essex and southern Cambridgeshire. It includes 6,700 
listed buildings which is more than any of the country’s National Parks, and this despite being 
smaller than most of them. It is also worth pointing out that the three districts in the UK with 
the greatest concentration of pre-1700 listed buildings are Uttlesford, Braintree and East 
Hertfordshire. 

Running the organisation is the responsibility of a small group of trustees who meet about 
every two months. At the present time we would welcome an extra trustee, particularly one 
from Hertfordshire. We now have 120 members paying a minimum annual subscription of 
£10: a mixture of individuals and households, parish councils and other local organisations. 

Our main activities revolve around the spreading of information through leaflets, the website, 
regular magazine articles, member emails and occasional talks. The website has details of 20 
interesting walks, each starting and ending at a railway station.

In 2018 the Society published “The Hundred Parishes: An Introduction”. This 400-page quality 
hardback book contains a brief history of each parish and is lavishly illustrated with almost 
1,000 photographs. It can be bought at local Tourist Information Centres.   

Mike Young, Trustee
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 
Charitable and community organisations that would like to register on the site should go to 
https://www.easthertslottery.co.uk  For more information contact claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk  

Council Tax and Budget 2019/20
Protecting vital frontline services, sound financial management, and responding to the needs of 
Hertfordshire’s growing population are the key aims of Hertfordshire County Council’s proposed 
budget for 2019/20, which will be considered by the council’s Cabinet on Monday 21 January. 

The draft budget, which sets out the County Council’s spending plans for the new financial year, 
includes a 2.99% increase (the maximum allowed) for our element of council tax. This equates 
to an extra 76p a week for average Band D households. 

Like other local authorities, Hertfordshire County Council is facing up to the challenges of 
reduced central government funding, a growing local population and increasing demand for 
vital support services for disabled and vulnerable children and adults and the elderly.   

The number of over 85s living in Hertfordshire is projected to rise by 137.5% to 67,700 by 
2030, with the number of adults with learning disabilities increasing by nearly 15% to 24,200 
over the same time frame. The result is further strain on our adult social care spending. We 
currently spend around £1million a day on these services. At the other end of the age spectrum 
we are spending significantly more on placements for some of the children and young people 
in our care, who have more complex needs.

Ralph Sangster, Cabinet Member for Resources and Performance, said:

“We have a strong track record of sensible financial management, tackling potential issues 
early, but we can’t be complacent. We need not look too far away to find high profile examples 
of other local authorities where finances haven’t been managed so well, and important frontline 
services have been affected. 

“Our recent budget consultation showed that the majority of residents (67%) would rather see 
council tax increases than service reductions. While we’d rather not place this extra burden on 
council tax payers, we have a responsibility to provide timely frontline services to those who 
need them the most.  

“By the end of 2019/20 financial year, we will be saving the equivalent of £335million per 
year when compared with 2010. This has resulted in savings of almost £2billion since 2010, 
although we need to save an additional £19million this year and a further £90million by 
2022/23. Balancing the books is getting harder every year as it becomes more and more 
difficult find savings and efficiencies. This is very unlikely to change over the next few years.”

Other key areas highlighted within the budget are: 

• prioritising areas that matter most to residents, including extra investment of 
£8million in the local road network – that’s the roads most people live on and country lanes;

• supporting vulnerable people, including investing Hertfordshire’s social care workforce 
to attract and retain people in vital caring roles
• funding to ensure we play  a leading role in Hertfordshire through its most significant 

continued on next page
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Message from your County Councillor, continued from page 22 

Our 2018 event programme, as usual, focussed on 
presentations of local historical subjects.  In addition a 
very interesting walk around Bishop’s Stortford, guided 
by Jonathan Forgham, gave an excellent alternative 
to the non-stop World Cup on the TV last summer.  In 

November Stephen Ruff continued his talks on the Buntingford Line covering the section from 
Much Hadham northwards to Standon.  His excellent knowledge of the railway and staff, as 
well the local history of places near the railway, included many local inhabitants and landmarks 
from his extensive and excellent slide collection.  The Society concluded the year with a social 
evening and historical quiz.   

We were very pleased to receive financial support from the Stansted Airport Passenger 
Community Fund and the Much Hadham Recreational Trust. These funds, plus our own, 
enabled the purchase of a high quality digital projector.  This has many inputs to cope with 
the wide variety of devices now used by speakers for their presentations.  Until now, we have 
borrowed projectors from the Forge Museum and other local organisations and we are very 
grateful for their help.  The new projector’s first outing, a film about Hertfordshire on the Home 
Front in WW1, commissioned by HM Lieutenancy of Hertfordshire, is to be shown at the AGM.  

Barbara Green, one of our founders, has decided to resign from the Committee and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank her for the many years of service she has given to the Society; 
her contribution is much appreciated.

Our membership currently stands at about 50 and I trust that the programme this year will 
continue to provide interest and encourage some to investigate the rich history of our area for 
themselves, or perhaps create a small group with similar interests (eg houses, estates, landuse 
or particular families).  New members are always welcome and may join at any meeting.

Forthcoming Meetings: Please note that the Programme and any Changes are on our Website 
under the heading “Events”

www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk                 Mike Clark 842131

period of growth since the Second World War new towns era. This includes providing new 
schools places, transport improvements and contributing towards housing needs through our 
property company, Herts Living.  

If approved, the budget proposals will be considered by each of the county council’s Cabinet 
Panels and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee before the final financial recommendations 
are made by Cabinet on 18 February, for full approval by the County Council on 19 February.

County Cllr Graham McAndrew E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/



If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please see our website 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

February 2019 
St Cecilia’s,  Little Hadham  |  St Mary’s,  Albury  |  St Andrew’s,  Much Hadham

Don’t forget to join us for the Third Thursday Lunch when a light, but delicious lunch 
is served in the Village Hall for a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and neighbours 
meet here regularly for a chat and catch-up on all the news! 

3, Sunday    5th before Lent
9.15 a.m.  Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

10, Sunday     4th before Lent
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

17, Sunday     3rd before Lent
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.

24, Sunday   2nd before Lent
9.15 a.m.  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.  Worship 4 All at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

27, Wednesday    Midweek Communion
10.00am  Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer at
   St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

St. Cecilia’s has a new Service this month when everyone is welcome
to join our Worship 4 All on the last Sunday of the month.  There 

will be a warm welcome for families old and young, with refreshments
after the Service.  Come and join us!


