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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

What an amazing summer we’ve had! Do you remember the heatwave of only
a few weeks ago? We baked in temperatures above 30˚C day after day. It
didn’t rain for weeks and we enjoyed the most amazing weather for camping –
our first camping holiday in the UK when it never rained. Like most lawns, our
lawn suffered but soon bounced back after a day or two of rain. It had been
completely white and parched.
It hasn’t all been good news, with the extreme weather causing serious problems for some
farmers. One organic farmer has begun to count the cost of the drought, estimating a loss
of £200,000. Drought is a very serious matter in some other parts of the world. In Malawi,
farmers have been at the mercy of drought, with people suffering from the famine and sickness
that follow. This year, churches and schools across our Diocese of St Albans will be supporting
farmers in southern Malawi through the Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal.
This year’s appeal is called ‘Give Peas a Chance’ and will help farming communities through a
remarkable crop – the pigeon pea. The pigeon pea has deep roots and is resistant to drought
and flash-flooding which have been occurring more frequently in Malawi. It also puts nitrogen
into the soil and the leaves can be used as a rich moisture-retaining mulch and as a livestock
feed. The money raised from this year’s appeal will support Christian Aid’s pigeon pea project
which is already seeing livelihoods transformed and lives changed for the better.
The pigeon pea project helps Malawian farmers in three ways:
• Growing pigeon peas by providing seed, fertiliser and tools
• Adopting new conservation farming methods that improve the land and harvests
• Forming co-operatives that enable farmers to negotiate fairer prices for their crops.
The generosity of our communities through their schools and churches will have a great impact
on the livelihoods and lives of farmers and their families in Malawi. The provision of food,
healthcare and education that we may take for granted will become within their reach.
At this year’s Harvest services our churches will be supporting ‘Give Peas a Chance’ both
financially and in prayer. We’ll be praying this harvest appeal prayer, which you may wish to
pray with us:
Living and loving God, source of all life, we pray for rural farming communities in Malawi. Enable
these farmers to reap benefits from generous harvests. Bring to them the joy of seeing their
communities taste a more rewarding and abundant life. In the name of Jesus, our Saviour, we
pray, Amen.
Every blessing,

PS It’s not too early to mention our Harvest family services during which we give thanks to
God for his provision and for all who work to provide us with the food on our tables. We begin
at St Mary’s, Albury on 30 September (our shared Benefice service), moving on to St Andrew’s,
Much Hadham on 7 October and St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham on 14 October.You can find a full
calendar on our website: www.riverashchurches.org.uk
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Millennium Wood News		

Jonathan Forgham

Having secured funding from Stansted Airport Community fund the pond is now ready to have
the liner put in place. I am presently in the process of lining the pond with old carpet so to
protect the liner from roots and sharp stones when it is put into place. I have ordered the liner
and plan to have a work party to get all this sorted on Saturday 8th September, 9.30 – 11.30.
I would be really grateful for help with this as the liner itself weighs over 60kg and will need to
be put in place with care. If you can come along to help, please let me know via jforgham@
hotmail.com. Before this, the willows that shade the pond area will be cut right back so that
sunlight can reach the water. These trees will regrow quickly and can then be managed so as
not to overgrow again to their present size.
I have also ordered 2 mag posts that will need to be put in place, so spades will be necessary
for this job and I shall bring enough postcrete to secure them in place. These are posts 3 foot
tall above ground level that contain a magnifying glass on the top, under which is a shelf where
plants, insects etc. can be placed for close up study. These will be of interest when we are
carrying out bug hunts in the wood and can be used by the school on their afternoon visits to
the wood.
Further work parties are planned each month as from October, where we need to carry
out coppicing, bramble cut back and wood pile storage through the winter. Look out for
announcements of these in future editions of the parish magazine.

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent.

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd 1
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‘‘It Will All be Over By Christmas!’’

Mike Smith

In 1914 Little Hadham was a Parish of 3,078 acres principally agricultural, with a total
population of 744. Over the next 4 years, like the rest of the country it would be called upon to
provide manpower for the national war effort overseas. According to Frederick Harris (LITTLE
HADHAM 1900-1914, a History of Its People) at least 107 men (Ford 43, Ash 20, Bury
Green 19, Millield Barns 6, Green Street 5, Westland Green 5, Church End 4, and 1 each from
Cradle End and Acreman Street) who were born and lived in the Parish served in the armed
forces, principally in the Army at Ypres, Paschendaele, The Somme and Thiepval. Seventeen
of them died in the conflict and are named on the village War Memorial. An additional two
men whose family moved away before the War ended (1914-1918) are named on other War
memorials: in Foxton Cambridgeshire, and Cobham Surrey; and another five men with only
a part-time connection are likewise commemorated elsewhere (Buntingford, Standon, Much
Hadham, and Wormley).
Out of the total 744 in the parish, 14.4% were in the military forces over the duration of the
war (only 3.23% of the total population). Similarly Much Hadham, with a population of 1478
in 1914, has 42 names on the memorial representing 2.8% of the total population.
Looked at another way, 17% of the men from Little Hadham who served were killed. This
compares markedly with other communities such as the Pals Brigades from the industrialised
regions where some communities were decimated. A few, the so called ‘Thankful Villages’
experienced the opposite where all of those who went to fight returned alive.
Some five Little Hadham men were taken prisoner by the Germans, and another eight were
severely injured. All combatants would have been greatly affected by their experiences. They
didn’t talk much about it, if at all, and in general they attempted to forget what had happened.
Although Fred Harris names the physically injured, he makes no mention of any mental issues.
There must have been some signs of post-traumatic stress disorder, but it would seem that
most men just went back to work and tried to get on with their lives as best as they could.

SAVE £££’s on Heating Oil – Join the CDA Oil Buying Group
Last year our members saved an average of £100 each
You are notified when an order is being placed and you reply with the amount you need There
is no minimum and the price is the same whether you order a little or a lot, if you don’t know
how much you need you can order a top-up and the bill is adjusted after delivevry.
All orders are added together and our co-ordinator negotiates a much lower price per litre because
they are ordering in bulk. You are then notified which supplier the order has been placed with and
you arrange payment and a delivery time that suits you.
You will save much more than the cost of your subscription, currently £24 a year, and save time
phoning around the suppliers checking prices. The more members there are the greater the savings.
www.cdaherts.org.uk/oil-buying-group or call 01993 225011 or email info@ofps.co.uk
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Village Hall News					 Jan Williamson
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It has been a quiet month due to the holiday season so there was little point in putting
out our survey which will now appear in October issue and online.
You hopefully have noticed that some major tree work has been done and has opened
up the Hall grounds immensely. This could give a much better opportunity to think about
how we can utilise the outside of our Hall for family activities as well as horticultural ones.
We have had an enquiry for a possible Salsa dance group to start up in the Village Hall so
if this interests you I would love to hear from you. There is also still time to enquire about
Fancy Feet Dance Academy, telephone 07538 262 835, which will be doing taster classes
on Friday 14th September 3.30pm – 6.30pm and they are hopefully going to provide
some dancing for the much loved Little Hadham Pantomime Group.
Here is a thought to be going on with if you have any hobbies that you would like to share,
such as cookery and healthy eating, photography, arts and crafts, book club, film club and
wildlife, maybe you would like to get together with likeminded people and use our Hall
to facilitate your hobby. What about those challenging half terms maybe a bake and eat
club for children. For local groups we have a competitive rate so why not enquire to littlehadhambookingsecretary@gmail.com or if you would like to sound out an idea I would be
happy to listen. Please contact me on chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk.

A great day out for all the family!
• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce
• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food
• Children’s Play Area
• Seasonal Farm Shop

Open Tuesday
to Sunday
and Bank Holidays

• Nature Trail
• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries
• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm
The highest quality fresh produce
in beautiful countryside surroundings
Hatfield Broad Oak

www.cammashall.co.uk

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

Have a Hadham.
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“Hadham Blue Coats”, Cristina Harrison’s July subject,
refers to the uniforms of 1st World War casualties who
were given nursing care at the emergency hospital run
by the Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD), established
in Much Hadham in 1911. The premises were at
Woodham House, the home of the Mott family who had resided there for over 300 years.
The men in the care of the VAD wore blue single breasted jackets and red ties, which were
ill fitting and had no pockets. Christ’s Hospital boys, who are also known as “Blue Coats”,
were not discussed. The VAD was a voluntary unit established in 1909 with the help of the
Red Cross and St John’s. At the outbreak of WW1, there were detachments and emergency
hospitals all over the country with over 70,000 members, eagerly volunteering their services
including nursing, cooks, maids, motor drivers and stretcher bearers etc. Most early volunteers
were untrained and from upper classes unused to manual work. As the war progressed many
VAD members received formal nursing training due to a shortage of fully trained nurses. Nine
soldiers were admitted to Woodham House at the beginning and by Armistice Day over 900
soldier patients had attended. Concerts were held in the Village Hall to support the hospital
and one involving Dame Clara Butt raised £12/12/6d. Cristina showed much material from
the museum’s collections, relating many interesting anecdotes and records, Mrs Deacon’s
autograph book being noteworthy. Photographs included some of the recuperating men on
a day trip in a Pony and Trap and men and staff at the Celebration held in the garden of
Woodham House in 1918. Soldiers treated at Much Hadham were clearly well looked after
continued on page 7

The New Florist

®

❃ flowers for every
occasion ❃
❃ creative design,
competitively priced ❃
❃ free consultations for
funerals & weddings ❃
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Before
Large choice of made to measure
doors, worktops & appliances

Phone: Alison 07708 949629
email: emailtnf@gmail.com
thenew.florist

Call our friendly staff for a free estimate:

01920 463 302

www.thenewflorist.co.uk

dreamdoors.co.uk

Dream Doors East Herts, 5 Star Street,
Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA
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Hadhams’ History Society continued from page 6
and made welcome in the village and many returned after hostlities ended. An example
was James Crozier who had shrapnel injuries, but was recalled in 1919 to bury the dead. He
later returned to Hadham and had 13 children. The extensive archival work done by Angela
Stockman was acknowledged by Cristina in her very well researched and clear presentation.
Her detailed and moving accounts of the men’s experiences at the VAD in Hadham made us
appreciate the tremendous role the organisation made to the well being of the men and her
talk was very much appreciated by the audience.

Forthcoming Meetings:
Please remember that any Programme changes are notified to members directly and can also
be found on our Website under Events.
Mon 10th Sep @ 8:00pm The Mission Hall, Green Tye. “History of Harlow New Town, Part 2,
After World War II” by Ryan Karolak.
Please note the date and venue change from the published Programme, in order to avoid a
clash with the Much Hadham, Evening WI meeting on the 12th Sep.
Mon 15th Oct @ 8:00pm Green Room, Much Hadham Village Hall. “Archaeology of
Waytemore Castle, Bishop’s Stortford” by John Duffy.
www.hadhamshistorysociety.org.uk
Mike Clark 842131

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its
wide range of quality antiques,
jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass,
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday Sept 9
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1

Free on production of this advert
Refreshments & Hot meals
available
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew

Say no to plastic straws
When you’re going out for a drink refuse plastic straws, and instead encourage pubs and cafes
to use card straws which are increasing in popularity.
If you’re going to get straws for a kids’ party, look for plastic-free alternatives if you have to have
them. Plastic straws are a real nasty in terms of escaping into the environment.

Leave plastic at the supermarket
If you’re feeling brave, then next time you’re doing your supermarket shop, take some of the
plastic packaging you don’t want off the products you do want, and leave it at the checkout.
It’s a bit scary, but you’re well within your rights to do it, and you’re helping the supermarket to
understand what their customers want.

Are You a Hard Working Parent?
You could be eligible for up to 30 hours’ free childcare for your 3 to 4 year old child. If you want
to find out more or apply today visit our website: (See next page)

Sierra

HomeCare

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

Personal • Caring • Responsive

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME...

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883

Sierra HomeCare can provide the support
and care you may need to live safely and
independently in your own home.

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

Our personalised support services include:
Companionship, Home Help,
Personal Care
We are a local family run business with a
friendly, competent and dedicated
team of carers

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

To speak to us about how we can help you or
a family member, contact us on

Tel: 01279 501678

email: info@sierrahomecare.co.uk
www.sierrahomecare.co.uk
CQC Registered
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continued from page 8
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/…/childcare-and-free-early…#

Foster Carers Required
We need ACE foster carers who can offer a safe, loving & caring home to brothers & sisters.
Placing siblings together gives them security in a difficult time and maintains important family
bonds.
If you have more than one spare bedroom, time and availability to keep a brother
and sister together, please get in touch with us. Call us on 0800 917 0925 or visit our
website... www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/whyfosterwithus
Keep up-to-date - join the Network
For updates and news from East Herts Council delivered direct to your inbox, you can
sign up to their weekly enewsletter - Network.
You’ll find out about events, opportunities to have your say and lots more. The new
mobile-friendly design is easy to read on all your devices and it only takes a minute to
sign up.
To sign up click on https://bit.ly/2LRilfC - it takes less than a minute - and join the network.
County Cllr Graham McAndrew E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

If you couldn’t afford the money or the time to go on holiday and feel dejected, then read on
– we have just returned from two weeks in the south of France – and couldn’t be happier to
get home. For starters it was 39 degrees every day, sometimes even higher! We never sat in
the sun and I’ve returned paler than when I went. This could, of course, be due to the sunning
products I bought to take with me. Sunning is probably not the right word. Non-burning
products would be more correct. Yes, I used them on my face, neck and shoulders every day –
and I never got the slightest tan – although to be honest, I didn’t burn either!
We lost our way getting there. I was navigator (the house was in the middle of nowhere) and
at one time I cried with sheer frustration. This was met with utter disinterest from ‘himself’ – so
much for husbandly kindness!
The house itself was extremely old and had been given a make-over by the owners (who lived
next door). Some rooms had air conditioning. Ours hadn’t. We couldn’t open the windows –
they were sealed shut – and the room was exceedingly dark. If it hadn’t been for the loan of
a strong fan which we ran full bore throughout the night, I think we’d have been back home
much sooner. ‘ Himself’ took ill on day one, was worse on day two and then stayed poorly for
the rest of the holiday. He ended up with extreme toothache. We contacted all the dentists
in a 30 mile radius. They were either shut – on their summer holidays – or had no vacancies,
even for emergencies. Moral: If you’re French, you don’t have toothache in August!
On the plus side, we had two weeks with my son, his wife and relatives plus assorted
grandchildren; the pool was warm and wonderful; the breakfast, with to-die-for croissants and
fresh baguettes from the baker who opened at dawn (when will the Brits learn to make bread
as delicious?). And yes, the supermarket (for a shopaholic like me) was the highlight of the
day. We visited a number of fantastic Roman ruins, even if the temperature was such that we
hadn’t the energy to walk around them when we got there
We were lucky to get home… Ryanair had, apparently stopped flights to all countries bar
France that day. But other airlines must have made up for it. Our flight took one and a half
hours. Our exit through Stansted airport also took one and a half hours – the world and his
wife appeared to be there too. One hour after arriving home my husband was at the dentist
having one (of two) teeth extracted. Right now he is there again, having the other one out.
Happy Holidays!

Little Hadham Bypass
The selection procedure for contractors for the bypass has now taken place
and contracts will be awarded shortly. We are getting there slowly but surely!

A date for your diary: Harvest Supper
This years St. Cecilia’s Harvest Supper is on Saturday 13th October at the Village Hall, 7.00
pm for 7.30 pm. Tickets are £8 , family tickets available.To book your place please contact
Frank Green 771532.
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

I hope you all had a good summer, especially the long hot spell we had, and trust that
you all drank a plenty (of the non-alcoholic variety, of course!) Now it’s back to school,
college, university, work or the golf course!
At the end of August we said goodbye to one of our nurses, Alison Walker. Alison had
only been with us for just over 18 months but received an offer she couldn’t refuse,
even if it meant leaving the happy band of folk at Much Hadham Health Centre.
We wish her well and will no doubt keep in touch as she is a near neighbour of our
Practice Manager!
Fortunately, we have the opportunity of re-signing Carmel Naughton following her
prolonged loan spell to Singapore. Most of you will remember Carmel and we
welcome her back with open arms, if not chequebook!
The beginning of that long 4 month slog to Christmas means that, yes; the Flujabs
will be in soon….usually by the end of September. However, this year it’s going to be
more complicated as there are different ones for various age groups, over and above
that for previous years. I suspect there will be a supply issue but we will do our best to
provide information on the website, waiting room screen, posters/leaflets etc. and, of
course, the good-old parish mags! Watch this space.
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What’s on in September
2 Sun, Garden Club Autumn Show, 2.30pm.
If you need an entry form contact Karin on
771532 or Gail on 771244 or they are
available in the Post Office at LH Village Hall.
4 Tue, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm. Come
along and see how your village is doing.
10 Mon, Hadhams’ History Soc., 8:pm The
Mission Hall, Green Tye. “History of Harlow
New Town, Part 2, After World War II” by Ryan
Karolak.
Please note the date and venue change from
the published Programme, in order to avoid
a clash with the Much Hadham, Evening WI
meeting on the 12th Sep.
4 Fri U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second
Friday of every month . For more details you
can contact our Membership Secretary, John
Dickenson on 01279 722297
18 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 8pm Our regular
monthly meetings start again. This month’s
talk is about ‘Growing Roses’. Doors open
from 7.45pm for 8.00 pm start. Everyone
welcome. Members free, non-members £3.
Refreshments included.

East Herts Funding

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

20 Thur, Third Thursday Lunch, 12.30 1.45pm, rA light, but delicious lunch iserved

in the Village Hall for a donation, from
12.30. Friends and neighbours meet here
regularly for a chat and catch-up on all
the news! .
27 Thur, Whist Drive last Thursday Tea and
biscuits at interval, also large raffle on night.
All drives commence 7:30 pm (doors open
by 7:15pm) on the last thursday of the month
in the Village Hall.
29 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.See
article on page 14.
29 Sat, Home-Start 60s Night and Disco,
Doors open 7.15 for 7.30. £15 includes a
hot dog, vegetarian option available. See p 22.
30 Sun, the Herts and Soul Choir’s next
concert 6.30pm at Herts and Essex High
School Bishop’s Stortford. This time we have
a double bill with the Cambridge Umbrella
Fifteen-piece BIG BAND - playing swing, jazz
and Glen Miller Classics - Come and join us!!
Tickets per the poster on p13, and/or contact
Tony Skidmore 01279 771688

(Deadline 15 October )

The second funding round of East Herts Council’s Community Grants Programme for voluntary
and community groups proposing projects in the East Herts district area will open for
applications on the 20 August. We are looking for projects that promote the health and
wellbeing of residents, especially those that are vulnerable or disadvantaged in some way. We
are also keen to fund community events that commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the end
of WW1. Go to www.eastherts.gov.uk/communitygrants to view the list of our priorities and
an online application.
Contact Claire Pullen on claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk or 01992 531459 if you have an
idea you’d like to discuss. Deadline for applications is the 15 October 2018.
All eligible organisations are also invited to attend a Grant Information and Advice workshop
on Monday, 10 September 7 pm to 8:30pm at the Council offices in Hertford Pegs Lane,
SG138EQ. Contact Claire Pullen on claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk to book your place.
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NOTICEBOARD
Fireworks

will be
Just to forewarn everyone we
at around
letting off some fireworks
r for our
10pm on Saturday 20th Octobe
y will last
35th wedding anniversar y. The
will go
no longer than five minutes and
owns next
off in the meadow that Chris
advance for
to Ashmeads. We apologise in
the noise.
Paul and Helen
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Little Hadham Farmers’ Market - A Year On
On 25th August it will be one year since I took over running the Little Hadham Farmers’ Market.
Running the market involves EARLY mornings, an aching back and a belief in its core values; “To
promote the best of local produce” established by its founders, Brian & Brenda Kain.
The market is usually on the last Saturday of the month, 8.30 - 11.30am in the Village Hall.
Since January we have around 200 people attending, numbers have been increasing by an
average of 30%. We’ve a new kitchen regime; the Ladies of the Hadhams have taken over
making home cooked breakfast. We’ve got new stall holders bringing everything from gin to
sparkling English wine, Italian food to Indian breakfasts, artisan bread to fresh flowers.
I’ve tried to find the produce our customers ask for; and so we’ve had an unending search for
a reliable fishmonger. And new soft fruit producers with more variety. While I have enjoyed
the innovations, I have also learnt a lot, and been incredibly supported by the old guard at the
market. My admiration for these farmers who are out there finding ways to make their family
run farms sustainable in these uncertain times is ineffable.
To further support our local food producers Little Hadham Stores has been running since May
this year. Housed in the Victorian butcher’s shop on the lights in Little Hadham we have been
supplying fresh, local, seasonal produce to order. An order list is sent out weekly and Stores are
open for pick up on Thursdays. In the run up to Christmas we plan to expand on this offering
to provide traditional arts and crafts, food tastings, supper clubs and craft events. Everyone is
welcome to our official opening on Thursday 20th September. Get in touch via email. nina.
hall@mac.com, the Facebook page @LHStores or call 07718551853 to join our order list or
for an invitation to our opening.
I have met some absolutely lovely people, stall holders and customers alike, and I would like to
say thank you to them all. My family have been incredibly supportive too; Neil, Una and Louis
are there every month helping, and I love that my children are learning that money does not
grow on trees but is earned. Thank you all very much!
www.littlehadhamfarmersmarket.co.uk
www.facebook.com/lhfmlh

Thank you
As an occasional visitor to the “Third Thursday” lunch, in the Village Hall, I would like to thank
the dedicated team who cook, wash up and provide such a pleasant time for the folk attending.
It seems that they cater, on average, for about 25 people each month - not always the same
faces.
So, many thanks, again, to Carmela, Karin, Frank, Rosemary and Don for doing such a grand
job. 									 BK.
This month, on thursday 20th September., why don’t you join us at the Third Thursday

Lunch for a light, but delicious lunch served in the Village Hall for a donation, from
12.30. Friends and neighbours meet here regularly for a chat and catch-up on all
the news!
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The Hundred Parishes		

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

The index to the Society’s new book refers to no fewer than eleven castles. All are shadows of
their former selves, but many can still be seen and just a few may be visited.
Many were built soon after the Norman Conquest of 1066.These Norman castles are described
as motte and bailey, consisting of a large mound of earth or rubble (motte) surmounted
by a wooden or stone tower. Alongside would be an embanked enclosure with additional
buildings (the bailey). A fine example of what a typical Norman castle may have been like
exists at Stansted Mountfitchet. Although little survives other than the mound on which the
original castle once stood, a wooden stockade and village have been recreated. The mottes are
still visible from Norman castles at Anstey, Great Canfield and Stebbing.The parish of Castle
Camps takes its name from the castle which dated back to Saxon times. Clavering castle’s
buildings were surrounded by a large ditch which can still be seen, adjacent to the churchyard.
Civil war raged in England between Stephen and his cousin Matilda from 1135 to 1153, a
time known as The Anarchy which saw considerable castle building. Geoffrey de Mandeville, the
Earl of Essex, swapped sides more than once. He built the castle at Saffron Walden. Some
ruined walls still remain and they are Grade I listed, the finest surviving stone castle within the
Hundred Parishes. De Mandeville also built the castle at Pleshey during the Anarchy. The large
motte still remains. The present village of Pleshey lies mostly inside the outer bailey earthwork
which is clearly visible along much of its length.
Our area is rich in heritage so, as ever, I encourage you to go explore and see what you can discover.

Stansted Mountfitchet

     Saffron Walden

Armistice Weekend
To mark the 100th anniversary of the end of World War 1, St Cecilia’s church and the producers
of “Little Hadham Goes to War”,which was written and performed in 2014, are presenting a
recording of the play in Little Hadham Village Hall on Saturday 10th November. Doors will
be open from 4.30 pm for a 5.00 pm start. Tickets are £5 , in the interval refreshments will
be available for donations. to book your place please contact Frank Green 771532. More
information to follow next month.
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What’s been happening at the Forge recently?
We were inundated with families during Busy Week with 7 craft
workshops held at the museum. A few pieces of painted pottery
remain to be collected, so do pop in. We’ve also been making more
clay bells in partnership with the HLF-funded St. Andrew’s Church
Bell Restoration Project; they have been fired and are ready for people to collect or can be glazed
to achieve the full effect.
Our new fortnightly venture with Small Fry Fish and Chips is proving hugely popular, bringing
faces new and familiar to the museum to look around while they wait for a freshly cooked
order.

What’s coming up?
Wednesdays 5th & 19th September, Small Fry Fish and Chips, Serving between 4.30 and 8pm
YUM! And you can peruse our Pubs Exhibition while you wait for your order too! You are also
invited to stay and picnic with your takeaway in our lovely garden! #MuseumsatNight
Make a clay bell craft available anytime during museum hours (funded by the HLF: St. Andrew’s
Bell Tower Restoration Project). Suitable for all ages and FREE!
Beer Taps and Pony Traps: The story of Hadham’s Pubs
continued on next page

Adverts removed
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Forge News,

continued from page 16

Exhibition 1st April – 9th December 2018 – Jean Page Room (adjacent to the garden)
Visit our FREE exhibition full of wonderful images, stories and objects from the museum
collection, and new material is being donated, so thank you!

SAVE THE DATES!
Sunday 7th October, 11am – 4pm, Forge Annual Conker Contest and Autumn Festival With
the new drop-in leader board format, anyone can join in and play as much or as little as they
want throughout the day to win points on the conker contest leader boards. The usual bar, craft
tent and fab food too! Please join in; it’s an important fundraiser for the museum.
Saturday 10th November, 8pm, St. Andrew’s School, Forge Annual Remembrance Dinner
Join us for 2 delicious courses served by Hopleys and a Prosecco toast included in the £25
ticket. This year we are joined by curator, historian and award-winning author Roger Knight for
some post-dinner conversation on the theme of Remembrance and the Napoleonic Wars.
Reserve your table and start inviting your friends or join one of our mixed tables.
Andrew Savage
Chair, Forge Museum 07949 577760
hadham.museum@btinternet.com www.hadhammuseum.org.uk follow us.

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application
Locally based just call,
John on 07725415826
www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com
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SSE PRESS RELEASE – 30 JULY 2018
Another 900 reasons to question Uttlesford competence
Uttlesford District Council (UDC) and Manchester Airports Group (MAG), the owners of
Stansted Airport, have finally succumbed to pressure to provide more information about the
local impacts of the current Stansted Airport planning application. An additional 900 pages of
information has now had to be provided.
However, once again, UDC wants to provide minimal time for public consideration of the new
information and has set a deadline of 31 August for comments.
The planning application, which was submitted by MAG in February, seeks permission for a
66% increase in Stansted passengers and a 44% increase in flights compared to last year.
MAG also seeks the removal of a longstanding condition which prevents it from lobbying
Government for more night flights.
From the very start of the process Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) has been highly critical of
the way in which UDC has been intent on rushing through the airport planning application,
with minimal time allowed for public consultation at each stage. UDC had originally intended
to have the application all ‘done and dusted’ by 18th July in line with a controversial agreement
between the Council and MAG which included financial contributions from Stansted’s owners
in return for its planning application being fast-tracked.
More haste less speed
The effect of UDC and MAG seeking to rush through the application is that corners were cut
from the very beginning through the provision of inadequate information about the impacts of
continued on next page
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SSE PRESS RELEASE – 30 JULY 2018 continued
the proposed expansion upon local residents and the local environment. The additional 900
pages of information is an attempt to remedy the earlier shortcomings.
SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented: “This is an impossible deadline to achieve, unless
Uttlesford only wants to receive superficial responses. Parish & Town Councils don’t even meet
during August, nor does UDC Council or Cabinet. August is a lost month so far as a public
consultation is concerned.”
Peter Sanders continued: “It is especially galling because Uttlesford caused this problem in the
first place. The Council should not have accepted such a deficient planning application back in
February. It is a case of more haste, less speed. And we have also now learned that planning
officers received most of these 900 pages of additional information in early July and chose not
to make it public for almost three weeks.”
Legal challenge
Meanwhile, SSE continues to pursue a High Court challenge aimed at transferring the
responsibility for determining the planning application from UDC to the Secretary of State.
SSE’’s formal application for judicial Review is expected to be submitted to the High Court by
9th August.
SSE Chairman Peter Sanders concluded: “We’ve just been handed 900 more reasons for this
planning application to be taken out of UDC’s hands and put into the hands of an expert
team appointed by the Secretary of State. This will ensure a more professional process and
a more realistic timetable for all of the impacts and implications are thoroughly scrutinised.”

WOOD
BRIQUETTES

High burn temperatures,
Safe for wood burners,
Very low ash content,
Clean to handle
£3 per bag collected from
Furneux Pelham or
£5 per bag free local
delivery (min order
vapplies)

For more info please call
01279 777666 or email
janbor@btconnect.com

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services
Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk

All prices are inclusive of VAT
charged at 5%
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SSE PRESS RELEASE – 9 AUGUST 2018
CONFIRMATION OF HIGH COURT ACTION
In line with its previously stated intention, Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) can now confirm
that it has filed an Application for Judicial Review with the High Court. The Application
was filed by SSE’s lawyers yesterday (8th August 2018) and its purpose is to challenge the
decision of the Secretary of State for Transport to continue to allow the current Stansted
Airport planning application to be determined by Uttlesford District Council (UDC).
SSE considers that the current airport expansion plans meet the legal definition of a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (‘NSIP’) and so the planning application should
be determined nationally by an expert team in the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the
Secretary of State, rather than locally by UDC.
The application for expansion at Stansted was submitted by Manchester Airports Group
(MAG) on behalf of Stansted Airport last February. If approved it would mean a 44 per
cent increase in flights and a 66 per cent increase in passengers compared to 2017 levels.
From the outset, SSE has fiercely opposed UDC’s attempts to rush through the planning
application and has argued that the scale of the proposed expansion means that, in
accordance with the Planning Act 2008, the application had to be determined nationally
rather than by the local Council. National determination is a lengthier and far more
continued on next page

Fun language
classes for adults!
£10 per
class.

(Concessions
available)

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

“Relaxed,
friendly &
fun”

Clean & Reliable

10 week courses in

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

10
week
French
andcourses
Spanish
th
starting
w/c 28
every Thursday
from
20th September
at
April
at Friends
Bishop’s Park,
Meeting
House,
Bishop’s Stortford
Also
in Saffron Walden
& Royston
Saffron
Walden

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275

See website for details

t: 07775 640794
www.lingualounge.co.uk
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CONFIRMATION OF HIGH COURT ACTION, continued from page 20
thorough process.
SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented: “High Court proceedings do not come
cheap and so we do not take such actions lightly but only after careful thought and
advice. SSE’s primary objective is to seek to safeguard the local community and local
environment from unfettered and unsustainable airport expansion. Regrettably, legal
proceedings are sometimes an unavoidable part of trying to achieve this objective
but we must try to ensure a fair and thorough process for dealing with this planning
application.”
While SSE will ask the High Court for an expedited hearing, even if this is granted, the
hearing may still not take place until next year. In the meantime, if UDC proceeds
to determine the planning application, the decision would be overturned if the High
Court rules in SSE’s favour.
Although SSE is contesting the validity of UDC determining the current airport planning
application, SSE has submitted extensive evidence to UDC setting out substantial
grounds for refusing the application and SSE intends to submit further such evidence
to UDC over the coming weeks and months.

J. M arshall
BEAUTY SALON

£5 othffis
with
advert

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution

A WIDE RANGE OF TREATMENTS
FOR BOTH MEN & WOMEN

Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy & Ultimate,
O.P.I, BareMinerals, Shellac & LVL

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member

38 High Street • Buntingford • Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122 www.touchofglamour.co.uk

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123
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TALKING BOWLS - - - - - - - - - or something
Forget the Bowls for a moment and hear this. No , I haven’t sighted a hedgehog but I did
see my second ever hummingbird moth in the garden in July. What an amazing sight, like
a tiny bird, hovering and hoovering from floret to floret. My last sighting was years ago
although a neighbour saw one in his garden last year so hopefully there are more to come.
Can’t remember a Bowls Season like it! Sun, sun and more sun and the long cool G&Ts,
beers and chilled wines have been rolling off the shelf at the club bar. Meanwhile our
‘wet’ clothing and woollies have stayed firmly packed in our bags and will probably be
full of holes or mould when we get round to taking them out – that of course is only the
men, the ladies will have taken far more care. For the sake of our Green some of the club
Elders did perform the ancient rain dance ritual (at least that is what they said it was) to
appease those Rain Gods and it seemed to have brought some success with thunder and
lightning. There again, that could have been the anger of the affronted Gods. Not sure
there will be a repeat performance given the mirth with which the happening was greeted.
Great news on the membership front. Three sub -16 year olds have now joined (another good
reason for no more rain dances!) and a big welcome to each of them. From conversations we
over-heard from youngsters at our Open Day we know there are others interested in playing the
sport. So come on you Mums and Dads, ‘bring them on in’, it is great bonding sport – low cost too.
Looks like we have some more major repair work to undertake this winter. This time it is the
wooden boards that hold the green’s edges in place which are rotting and giving way. The job
may be too big for the maintenance team as there is 180 metres of boarding. We will have a
trial run to see how it goes but it may mean calling in contractors which will be an expensive
operation. Could try this new fangled ‘crowd-funding’ thing I suppose.
By the time you read this the season will have around a month to run so still time to come
along and try us out. This Wednesday evening? Hope so				
Jack

Early Christmas Fair

60s Night & Disco

– In support of the British Red
Cross

29 September
The Seth Ward Community
Centre, Luynes Rise, Buntingford,
SG9 9SG
Doors open 7.15 for 7.30.
£15 includes a hot dog,
Vegetarian option available

30 Stalls selling quality goods such as ladies
clothing, shoes, accessories, jewellery, gifts,
artisan cheeses etc. Have an enjoyable day
out with family and friends purchasing gifts
for Christmas, or simply treating yourself.

Tuesday, 23 October 2018
10am – 3.30pm
Fanhams Hall Hotel, Ware, SG12 7PZ
£4, if booked online, or £4.50 on the door
www.redcross.org.uk/hertschristmasfair

Tickets from Home-Start Office,
01763 262262, email admin@hsrsc.org.uk
or online www.ticketsource.co.uk/hsrsc
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from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew

A120 Bypass (Little Hadham) and Flood Alleviation Scheme
Project Newsletter – August 2018 Project update
Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and the Environment Agency (EA)
continue to progress the A120 Little Hadham Bypass and Flood Alleviation scheme. A Public
Inquiry for the HCC Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) and Side Roads Order (SRO) was held
at Little Hadham Village Hall on Tuesday 17th July and Wednesday 18th July.

Getting the land for the scheme
The Public Inquiry was held to consider objections received concerning the proposed bypass. The
Inquiry was run by a Planning Inspectorate (PINS) inspector. The first day heard submissions
from the HCC team, including the Environment Agency, and remaining objectors. The second
day included a site visit for the Inspector and objectors, followed by final submissions and
closing statements. The inspector outlined that his report is expected to be issued to the
Secretary of State for Transport, for consideration, in August 2018.

Planning conditions
The project team continues to work through the conditions attached to the planning permission,
granted in January 2017. Planning conditions associated with mitigation measures for Great
Crested Newt, Badger, Reptiles, and Barn Owl have been approved along with their associated
Protected Species Survey Report. Further submissions will be made to address conditions tied
to the start of construction. Where conditions relate to construction, submissions will be made
by the contractor, once they are appointed.

Selecting a contractor to build the scheme
HCC has now concluded the first stage of the process to identify a suitable contractor to build
the scheme. Five contractors have been notified of their successful inclusion on a shortlist and
will be invited to tender for the construction work. Preparation of the tender documents is well
underway and the tender is expected to be issued in August. Depending on the outcome of
the ongoing tender and legal processes, HCC hopes to appoint a successful contractor in late
2018.

Construction
The construction of the scheme is expected to start in early 2019 and complete in 2020.
Subject to landowner agreement, some early works are planned to take place towards the end
of 2018, which may include environmental mitigation and utility diversion works.
More information can be found on the project’s website: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
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September 2018
St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham | St Mary’s, Albury | St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
2 Sunday 			
Trinity 14
9.15 a.m		
Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury.
9 Sunday 			
Trinity 15
9.15 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
16 Sunday
		
Trinity 16
9.15 a.m		
Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury
23 Sunday
		
Trinity 17
9.15 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 a.m.
Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
26 Wednesday 		
Midweek Communion
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham,
		
Book of Common Prayer.
30 Sunday
		
Trinity 18
11.15 a.m.
Benefice Holy Communion Harvest Service at St. Mary’s, Albury.
A service for all the Churches in the Benefice, visitors welcome.
Harvest is a time for giving thanks for everything God has given us. We will be collecting
dried goods gifts at St. Cecilia’s to take to St. Mary’s, Albury for the Benefice Harvest Service.
These gifts will be given to the local food bank where they will help those less fortunate than
ourselves. Thank you.
St. Cecilia’s is a friendly Church – we welcome people of all ages for aService of praise and
thanksgiving and music. We pray for those in need – spiritually, mentally and physically, and
hope you will join us and enjoy refreshments after the Service.

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532
There have been no entries in the Register this month
Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

