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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

I’m writing these words on Valentine’s Day which is also Ash Wednesday this 
year. Listening to the radio while travelling around our villages, I heard one radio 
presenter expressing surprise that two very different events could be taking 
place on the same day!
This got me thinking.  Are Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday really so different 
to each other? Or is there something they have in common? Is there something 
that’s fitting about these two events falling on the same day this year?
Valentine’s Day is all about love and this is the connection with Ash Wednesday.  Ash 
Wednesday comes at the beginning of the season of Lent – a time for reflecting upon how 
we live out the love of God and act upon it.  Good Friday falls on 30 March and we recall 
the amazing extent of God’s love for us on the cross where Jesus died.  Then Easter Sunday 
comes on 1 April as we celebrate the day that Jesus rose again from the dead and God’s 
love conquered even death itself.
So, back to my original question – is there something fitting about Valentine’s Day and Ash 
Wednesday falling on the same day? Yes!  It’s the start of a whole season whose theme is 
love.  Love isn’t just a feeling. It has to be expressed somehow and Lent is a great time to 
try out new ways of expressing love for God and love for others.  Traditionally, Lent has been 
a time of giving up something – a form of fasting.  Many Christians give up something that’s 
considered a luxury for a time, for example alcohol, chocolate, or social media use.  Giving 
something up can be a trigger for prayer.  Whenever we would have done whatever we’ve 
given up we can pray for others – perhaps those who don’t enjoy the good things that we do.
Increasingly, we see Christians taking up something new for a time during Lent.  What might 
this look like? It might involve giving to a new charity or increasing the amount given. It 
might involve setting more time aside for Bible reading and prayer.  It might be visiting the 
neighbour you’ve been meaning to visit.
By the time you read this, we’ll be well into the season of Lent but it’s not too late to join 
in with all that Lent means.  If you’re free in the daytime, why not join our Lent course at 
Much Hadham Sports Pavilion on Wednesday mornings. ‘That All May Be Free’ is a course 
whose aim is to help us express the love of God in a very practical way: to help us see how 
we can play our part in bringing an end to modern slavery in whatever form it takes. There’s 
also some excellent online material to help us make the most of Lent such as #LiveLent 
2018. Details of our ‘That All May Be Free’ course can be found on our website calendar 
and #LiveLent2018 can be accessed from  the ‘Links’ section of the website at www.
riverashchurches.org.uk  As we express God’s love during the season of love which is Lent, 
may we be blessed and be a blessing to others.

Little Hadham Baby and Toddler Group Saved
We are delighted that Julianne has very kindly stepped in to take over the running of Little 
Hadham toddler group. It is now back on Wednesdays at the Village Hall in term time 9.30-11.30. 
Please do come along.
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Parish Council News 

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club to close

Bus Shelter Cradle End
The bus shelter at Cradle End was erected 
to commemorate the Queen’s coronation 
in 1953.  It has fallen into disrepair.  Thanks 
are sent to Connect Scaffolding who have 
volunteered to carry out some repairs so that 
it can continue to remain in use.

Litter Pickers
Two new litter pickers have been appointed  
to share the role which is funded by EHDC.  
Please give them some encouragement 
whenever you see them as they continue 
to help make the Parish a litter free 
environment.

Water Run Off outside Little Hadham 
School
Since Dec last year there has been water 
running along the A120 outside the Little 
Hadham School, with parents and children, 
and other pedestrians, constantly at risk of 
being splashed by cars driving through it. 
Apparently Affinity Water and Highways have 
attended and informed that it is not leakage 
from any of their systems.  It appears to 
be water run off as the ground from the 
surrounding fields is waterlogged and the 

water has found a way out at this location.  
It has been referred to the Herts County 
Councillor, and to the EHDC Land Drainage 
Officer to inspect to see what can be done 
to resolve this.

Albury Road Development
The Chair of the Parish Council attended and 
spoke at the Planning Meeting at EHDC in 
opposition to the application for 18 houses 
at Albury Road.  The application was refused; 
however, the developer may decide to appeal. 

Next Parish Council meeting will be 
at the Village Hall on Tuesday 6th Mar 2018 
at 8pm.  We use the main hall so there is 
plenty of space, and there is also a hearing 
loop installed for the hard of hearing.  Please 
come and let the Councillors know what you 
would like to see happen in our village, and 
listen to the work being carried out.  
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 
842803 or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.
com
Parish Council Website can be accessed via 
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk and now 
Twitter : @LittleHadhamPC.

It was decided at our AGM in February that the Social Club (other than a 
couple of other 2018 events) has run its course; therefore we have decided, 
sadly, to close it.  If anyone in the Parish feels they could breath new life into it 
do please get in touch: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk.  On Tuesday March 13 it will 
be our last talk; Jono Forgham will give us a round up of the natural history of 
our Parish. Everyone is welcome; the talk will start at 8pm in the Village Hall.  
See you there. 

Carmela, Binnie & Sue
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 20th March in the Village Hall (7.45 for 8pm), when 
we will hold a brief AGM (wine and nibbles included), and collect subscriptions which 
remain at £10.00 for the year, non-members welcome £3 per meeting . Also the new 
Events & Autumn Show Schedule for 2018-2019 will be available.  Jonathan Fordham 
will give us a summary of fauna and flora in Little Hadham over the past year.

Well done to all the children for learning to sign this year’s song for the deaf charity ‘Signhealth’, 
called ‘Friends Forever’. Wearing their jazzy scarves, the children joined with parents and staff 
to demonstrate their signing skills, which I am sure they will remember for a very long time!
Our Y5/6 choir is also getting really excited in their countdown to taking part in the Herts Gala 
at the Royal Albert Hall on March 11th, joining a choir of two thousand young singers, when 
they will be performing a cantata written especially for them by Sir Michael Morpurgo, who will 
actually be taking part in their performance too – how special is that?
A date for your diaries – our Annual Quiz Night is on Saturday 21st April, so please contact the 
school office for more details. www.admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk or call 01279 771285.

Thank you for your continued support,   Liz Stockley, Headteacher.

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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Nature Notes: January - February 2018             Jonathan Forgham

Although the cold weather continues there are some signs that a most welcome spring is not 
far away. Recently, the local resident great spotted woodpeckers have been drumming their 
territorial beat upon resonant trees. This drumming can be heard up to half a mile away. A 
particularly enthusiastic individual is using a tree in the wood opposite the village pub. 

In the woods, snowdrops are now in full flower and the first Dog’s mercury is pushing through 
the leaf litter. Not too long until they will be joined by bluebells and wood anemones. A welcome 
splash of colour.

Plenty of birds are now busy either nesting, such as tawny owls who may now have their first 
brood to feed or otherwise still on eggs whilst many other species will be prospecting for nest 
sites, so if you are thinking of putting up a few nest boxes, now is a good time to do it as later 
in the year and they will have already decided upon 2 or 3 sites. With many birds, it is the male 
that constructs the nest before going courting and returning with the female to his nest. In the 
case of blue and great tits this can be quite amusing to watch, especially if they have chosen a 
nest box. The female will enter the nest box and then spend the rest of the day, throwing out all 
of the nest material that the male has used and then completely rebuilding it to her standard. 
I seem to have the same issue when it comes to wall papering!

A woodcock can still be found skulking around Millennium Wood and, I suspect, in other local 
woods and the resident birds are now finding their voice in the early morning, with mistle 

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd   1 16/08/2016   08:01

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please 
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll 
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent. 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

continued on page 7
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

Some months ago our bathroom scales gave up the ghost…I’m not suggesting that they 
couldn’t stand my weight… just that they were old (aren’t we all!) and had enough of being 
hauled about from room to room weighing either me, him, the dog, or the frequent parcels of 
alpaca wool which we send all over the UK.
Anyway, one day they just sighed and gave up! No amount of cajoling, new batteries or soft 
words would bring them back to life. And so, for a longish time, we lived without any scales. It 
was lovely… no worries about being overweight, no Christmas crisis, no backward glance as 
we consumed just one more mince pie slathered in double cream!
Until the day of reckoning, that is…. when I saw an advert for a really cheap set of scales in 
pretty pink. Without a backward glance, my credit card flew from my purse, and the deed was 
done!  It was then that I discovered that I had managed to accumulate an extra six pounds in 
weight, all of which clung to my waistline like a semi-inflated lifebuoy.
So now the struggle begins… a lifetime (or so it seems) of low- calorie meals and no lovely 
calorific sweets. I’ve even bought the latest book by ex-fatty chef Tom Kerridge. I don’t know 
if the diet is going to work – but I do know it is costing me a fortune to buy all the herbs and 
spices he suggests in his recipes. I’ve cooked a few of his soups for lunch and they are passably 
ok –  but, without the lovely French baguette alongside, they don’t do a lot for me!  However 
every day the kitchen looks as if a hurricane has hit it – and the washing up is monumental! 
Which makes me ponder on whether, perhaps, it is not so much the low-cal dishes but the new 
extreme housework regime which is going to make those extra pounds, hopefully, fade away.

40
ALL TREEWORK

HEDGES

STUMP REMOVAL

SEASONED LOGS

WOOD CHIPPINGS

KINDLING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
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Nature Notes, continued from page 5

Flooding       Pat Wilkinson 

thrushes, robins, dunnocks and song thrushes being particularly tuneful at sunrise. Again, a 
territorial song to announce their presence whilst also a courtship call to attract females.

Upon driving home on the 8th after a successful moth session in Stocking Wood I came across 
a badger at the top of Ford Hill, right next to its regular path. It had been hit by a car and 
was in a very bad way. I returned to the car to get a mallet with which to dispatch it but upon 
my return it had already died. A young female, born last year. I called the local Badger Group 
and the main badger chap, Derek, came over early the following morning to check it was not 
a suckling sow as that would mean cubs would be starving in their sett and would require 
capture and rehoming. Fortunately it wasn’t, so we took the creature away having weighed 
and measured it.

If anyone comes across a dead badger in the road, Derek will always come out to record it at 
any time of day or night, so please do ring him on 07941185171 and give accurate details 
of where it is. Badgers are presently giving birth and cubs may already be in the sett. Whilst 
unlikely for the female to stray too far, it is possible she will be a road death and Derek and 
his team will come out to collect the distressed cubs. Do make a note of his number and don’t 
worry if you think he has already been informed about it, he is happier to hear about a road 
kill a few times than not at all.
Further afield, I recorded my first butterfly of the year, a red admiral in Scott Road, Bishop’s 

In last month’s edition of the Parish News there was much talk about flooding and the 
need to keep ditches and water courses clear of debris.  If only life was that simple.  
Think about it : up here in Westland Green if it pours with rain, the farmers’ fields have 
very little organic matter in them so don’t absorb any water at all and within minutes 
water is speeding off down the ditches to, in our case Much Hadham, where within an 
hour or so the road into Much Hadham is flooded.
 Cause and effect, too quick drainage, so clearing ditches has a negative effect in Much 
Hadham, if they in their turn keep all their ditches and the river completely clear, 
what happens, all that water builds into a deluge as it swiftly travels down the valley 
increasing in volume all the while, which is what happened recently on the Somerset 
levels, those down stream suffer because  upstream people keep their ditches clear. 
What we should be doing is installing swales in all our ditches to slow the run off 
down and give it a chance to soak into the water table, and also in slowing it down we 
reduce the amount of silt being washed down and deposited where we don’t need it.
The land that drains into Little Hadham down the river from Albury will be handled 
using this method when the bypass scheme is implemented by a swale and  flood 
plain to hold the water back, not by clearing ditches.

continued on page 10

continued on page 10
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

1     2 3 4 5       6      7

Probably the earliest European windmill was a post mill.  This had one large upright post on 
which the main body of the mill balanced.  The whole mill rotated on this post to face the wind.
Next came the tower mill with a masonry body on which only the cap rotated.  This allowed 
the main structure to be larger and taller.
The smock mill came later and here the brick tower was replaced by a sloping, weather-boarded 
tower or “smock”.  Again, only the cap rotated.
We have some fine examples of windmills in the Hundred Parishes, most of which are carefully 
looked after by dedicated volunteers.  Photos below.
Great Chishill’s windmill (1) is an open trestle post mill; it was built in 1819 using timbers from 
an earlier mill.  A very successful “sponsor a board” campaign by the Great Chishill Windmill 
Trust has raised much money to help conserve the mill.
Ashdon (2) has a post mill built in 1757 by a carpenter, William Haylock.  The mill ceased 
working in 1912.  The mill was gifted to the village in 2000 and registered in the name of 
Ashdon Windmill Trust Ltd, a registered charity.
Another post mill can be seen in Finchingfield (3).  This has a single storey round house and was 
built in the mid-18th century.
In my village of Stansted Mountfitchet (4) stands a Grade II* five-storey tower mill built in 1787 
by Joseph Lindsell.  It is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
I have mentioned only a few of the windmills that can be seen in The Hundred Parishes.  There 
are others at Thaxted (5), Great Bardfield (6) and Aythorpe Roding (7), plus more that no longer 
have sails.  Several mills open to the public from Easter.  Open days can be found on the 
What’s On page of the Society’s website at www.hundredparishes.org.uk.   

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to 

present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.

VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks

References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  

Tel: 0800 112 3062,  01371 871871
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Down at the doctor’s    Dr Paul Haimes

Following a public consultation across Hertfordshire we are no longer able to routinely write 
prescriptions for medicines that you can buy yourself; it is estimated that this costs £6 million a 
year just for Hertfordshire.  These items include antifungal creams for athletes foot and thrush, 
antihistamines and other hay fever remedies (such as nasal sprays and eye drops), treatment 
for head lice, Indigestion remedies such as Gaviscon, Cold sore treatments, painkillers including 
Paracetamol, Ibuprofen and Co-Codamol. For more information, there are leaflets at the surgery 
plus information on our website.  Some of you may already have received a leaflet with your 
repeat medications if they include one or more of these items.
Obviously, as GPs we are able to override this for certain patients but this has been a National 
initiative to try and reduce the overall cost of the NHS drug bill.
As a surgery we didn’t really see very much Influenza this winter, perhaps because of our flu 
jab uptake levels . The effectiveness of the vaccine has been questioned, for the 2nd year in a 
row, so next winter we will have the “Flu-plus” vaccine available for all those over 65yrs.  It was 
initially for 75+ but the recommendations have been changed once already and will no doubt 
be altered again before September comes (a song by Green Day I believe!) 
Many thanks to all of you who came to watch me make a complete fool of myself in the 
Little Hadham pantomime this year, with the MH parish magazine editor ever present as our 
prompt (not that I needed one, of course!) It would seem that everybody had a good time but 
we did save the best for last when Colin Brookbanks made a cameo appearance in the final 
performance and brought the house down (well, it is made of straw!)

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01371 871871



101010

Nature Notes, continued from page 7 

Flooding, continued from page 7   

Stortford on the 16th and another, a holly blue in Norfolk on the 17th, a very early record. 
Moths are still hard to come by with the cold night time temperatures meaning not a lot of 
light trapping is taking place locally.  This is due to two factors: 1.) moths don’t fly much on cold 
nights and 2.) Stortford lepidopterists don’t go out 
on a cold night!  However, a session in Millennium 
Wood on 28th Jan realised 3 species with another 
two species to the garden trap whilst on the 8th I 
managed 8 moths of 4 species in Stocking Wood.  
The main night so far has been the 16th when we 
ran a trap in Millennium Wood and spent time 
checking tree trunks and attracting others to bright 
head torches.  Here, we got 29 moths of 6 species.  
I have now recorded 11 species for the year.  A Spring usher moth shown here.

Several away trips for winter bird species have been 
made to North Norfolk as well as my first visit to RSPB 
Frampton Marsh reserve near Boston, Lincolnshire.  
The sheer numbers of birds at this reserve was 
staggering: 50,000 wigeon, 10,000 lapwings, 10,000 
golden plover, 5,000 brent geese.  In total in the 
freezing 4 hours I was present, I recorded 66 species 
of bird.  I shall be returning later in the year as this 
looks like a fantastic site for migrating waders in 
Spring.  A colourful male stonechat shown.

I also paid a most enjoyable visit to our nearest 
reserve, Amwell near Stansted Abbotts. Always a good place for a 2-3 hour wander and some 
good birds such as smew and goldeneye were observed as well as plenty of siskin, feeding in 

In the village the flooding at the Village Hall occurs because of rapid runoff from a 
relatively small area up the hill, across the A120 towards Horse Cross so could be cured 
by slowing this runoff by using swales all the way every few hundred metres. This would 
also reduce the scouring and deepening of the ditches with its subsequent deposition 
in the village. There would also be benefit to wildlife using the new ecosystems created.
But of course, there is a problem here; why would any farmer, unless he has money 
to burn, spend time and money on permits from the Environment agency, implement 
works to these ditches and sacrifice bits of land to storage ponds, when he is producing 
crops that cost as much to produce as he can sell them for, they have to make a profit 
and where is the profit in wildlife areas and anti-flood techniques?

continued on page 11
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Nature Notes, continued from page 10 

the alder trees by the River Lea.  A stunning drake smew here.

Dates for your Diary:
Tuesday 13th March I am giving an overview of the Natural 
History of the parish following my 10 year survey that is still 
on going,  to our Social Club in the Village Hall: 8pm. 

Tuesday 20th March finds me returning to the Village Hall to 
give my most popular presentation, The Birds of Sri Lanka. This is for our Garden Club: 7.45 for 
an 8pm start.

Both of these clubs rely on local support for their funding so please do come along and if you 
have any unwanted gifts left over from Christmas then they would be most welcome as raffle 
prizes to help boost funds further.  Hope to see you there.

Don’t forget, as spring slowly emerges there will be an increase in local nature and if you 
encounter a plant, bird or insect and would like to know what it is, please do email me at 
jforgham@hotmail.com , preferably with a photo and a few details of where and when. Thanks 
to Mick Foskett for forwarding a photo of a yellow necked mouse he came across. This is a 
common but rarely seen rodent of our parish.

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years.  

On-site care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children 

flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Coming soon

6 Tue, Parish Council Meeting, 8pm. We use 
the main hall so there is plenty of space, and 
there is also a hearing loop installed for the 
hard of hearing.  Please come and let the 
Councillors know what you would like to see 
happen in our village, and listen to the work 
being carried out.  

9 Fri, U3A meeting 3pm, Memorial Hall 
Sawbridgeworth, We meet on the second 
Friday of every month . For more details you 
can contact our Membership Secretary, John 
Dickenson on 01279 722297.

13, Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. Jono 
Forgham will give us a round up of the Natural 
History of our Parish. Everyone is welcome.

14 Wed, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm 
Little Hadham Village Hall.The History of 
Harlow until 1945, by Ryan Karolak.  A history 
from Roman Times until the end of WW2.  Its 
devopment into the New Town will be covered 
in a later talk. 

15 Thur, Third Thursday Lunch, 12.30.Don’t 
forget to join us for a light, but delicious lunch 
served in the Village Hall for a donation.  
Friends and neighbours meet here regularly 
for a chat and catch-up on all the news! 

17 Sat, Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society will 
be singing songs by Chilcott, Whitacre and 
Elgar on at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church, 
South Street, Bishop’s Stortford. 

17 Sat, Homestart Ceilidh Evening, 7.15 
for 7.30, Melbourn Village College, SG8 6EF. 
Tickets £15 to include supper, from 01763 
262262  Poster on page 15.

19 Thur, Whist Drive, 7.30pm.  Costs £2 
to play including scorecard, tea and biscuits 
at interval.  Also large raffle on night.  All 
drives commence 7:30 pm (doors open by 
7:15pm) on the last thursday of the month, 
in the Village Hall.  We’ve been going in the 

village since the 1950s, and all of our profits 
go to support the Village Hall.  Further info 
can be obtained at our website,
 www.whistdrive.org.uk
20, Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 7.45 for 8pm. 
Jonathan Forgham returns to give his most 
popular presentation: The Birds of Sri Lanka. 

24 Sat, Churchyard Clear-up, 10 - 12pm.
Come along and enjoy a couple of hours 
helping to clear up the churchyard after the 
winter.  Jobs to be done include picking up 
fallen branches, levelling molehills and cutting 
off low hanging branches, so the mowers can 
get round in the summer. No experience 
necessary.  There are indoor jobs as well. 
Tea, coffee and cakes at the end are the 
added incentive.
24 Sat, “Together in Song”, Amici Cantate’s 
next concert, will take place in beautiful 
Hertford St. Andrew.   We will be raising money 
for Christian Aid, as part of the Churches 
Together Lent Events, and The St. Andrew’s 
Building Fund. See poster on next page.

What’s on in March           in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

April 9  Green Room, Much Hadham 
Village Hall. 8pm “Downton Abbey comes 
to Pishiobury” a review of 19thC life on the 
Sawbridgeworth estate, by Bob Reed. 
April 21, School Quiz Night s Please contact 
the school office for more details. www.
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk or call 
01279 771285.

May 10, 11, 12.  Much Hadham Drama 
Group, directed by Sue Clarke, will stage an 
amateur production of ‘The Pitmen Painters”, 
8pm in MH Village Hall. Tickets at £9 will 
be available from mid-April at Londis, Much 
Hadham High Street, or nclarke167@aol.com 
(01279 842822).”
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Together in Song
Saturday 24th March, 7pm
Hertford St Andrew, Hertford, SG14 1HZ
Join Amici Cantate for an evening of choral music spanning nearly 
500 years, from Palestrina, through spirituals and musical theatre 
to contemporary works by Lauridsen, Jenkins, Gjeilo and more!

Tickets: £12/£6 (£25 family ticket available in advance of the concert day)

Conductor: John Tripp
Accompanist: Michael Smith
Percussion: Luke De La Salle

Tickets are available by phone 01279 506773 or email tickets@amicicantate.org.uk or online 
at www.ticketsource.co.uk/amicicantate. 
Please note the reduced price is for under 16s only. 
This concert is raising money for Christian Aid, as part of 
the Churches Together Lent Events, and the St Andrews
Building Fund

St Andrew’s Charity Number: 1132540 
Amici Charity Number: 1149824  Christian Aid Charity Number:  1105851

Amici Cantate Presents
            amicicantate.org.uk

Oil Syndicate
Our next oil order will be submitted 
during the first week in March . Do 
get in touch if you would like to join: 

cam2403@hotmail.co.

Senior Citizens’ 
Lunch

Don’t miss out! 
See page 17
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        “WIDE OPEN SPACES”
Saturday 3rd March 7pm St John’s Church, Stansted CM24 8JP

The Harmonaires Choir, with Musical Director Josie Cowley (MEd Cantab) is returning to 
Stansted.  Enjoy the stunning harmonies of one of the regions most engaging choirs in a choral 
concert entitled Wide Open Spaces, which includes outstanding and uplifting music featuring 
Rutter, Chilcott, Gjeilo, Snowpatrol, Sting, and Enya.  

A fundraising concert for St John’s Church Hall, there will be a bar and raffle. Tickets at £10 (£6 
students) are available from The Church Office (Mon, Wed and Fri mornings) 01279 815243, 
from www.theharmonaireschoir.com or 07916 153898.  There is plenty of parking available.

About:  Formed in 2014, The Harmonaires Choir is an auditioned SATB choir. With no requirement 
to read music, we have an inclusive atmosphere with the aim of producing stunning, quality 
performances throughout the year. A choir for people who enjoy singing a vast breadth of work 
from sacred to secular pieces, well known classics to new living composer’s works. Singing rock, 
pop, musical theatre, soul, gospel and more, our vision has always been that if you lead the 
audience on a musical journey, there is no reason why Elgar and Take That cannot feature in 
the same concert.

We perform at least 4 concerts a year, supporting local charities as we go. Last year we were 
thrilled to help Isabel Hospice raise over £8000 through our ‘Voices for Hospices’ concert at 
Haileybury College, Hertford.   Our next event, in May, is performing in the International Choral 
Festival at The Musicians’ Church in London.v

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275

Nail & Pedicure Treatment Specialists
Hien’s Nails

We’ve moved!  
Come and see us at our new salon

12 Church Street 
Bishop’s Stortford 

Herts 
CM23 2LY

www.HiensNails.co.uk

07429 01308801279 507019
To book call: 
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Join us at: 
Melbourn Village College, The Moor, Melbourn, SG8 6EF

 Doors open at 7.15pm to start at 7.30pm
Tickets £15 to include supper - sausage or burger  

Vegetarian option available

Licensed Bar and Raffle
To book your tickets please call our Home-Start office 

on 01763 262262, email admin@hsrsc.org.uk or online through  
www.ticketsource.co.uk/hsrsc

Charity No 1105385

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Much Hadham Tennis Club 2018 Season
Come and join our friendly club situated at Much Hadham sports ground. 
All three courts have floodlighting. We would be delighted to welcome new 
members - try us out on Club nights for mixed play on Wednesdays from 
7pm, men’s nights on Tuesdays from 8pm or ladies mornings on Fridays from 
9.15am.   Annual membership fees are very reasonable at £140 for a family, 

£70 for an adult and £15 for a junior/student. 
During Easter school holidays the courts will be open for an hour at the following times for 
under 16s to come and play for free (open to members and non members of all standards):

For 4 to 7 years old  
Tuesday 3rd  April from 10am to 11am and Thursday 5th April from 10am to 11am

For 8 years old plus 
Tuesday 3rd  April from 11am to 12 noon and Thursday 5th April from 11am to 12 noon

Rackets and balls provided and an LTA coach on hand to offer help and advice. 

A reduction in membership fee can be applied for if you are experiencing financial hardship - 
any such applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Contact either Sally Barra on 07981 833179/ barratribe@yahoo.co.uk or Justin Akester on 
07870 688719/ justinakester@hotmail.com

Scouts
Since starting back this year the scouts have held a badge planning evening, celebrated Burns 
Evening by making Tattie scones, made pancakes with lots of delicious fillings and designed 
camp t-shirts for the scouts to wear later this year. We also started our Scout Cafe which will 
go towards the scouts fundraising badge and plan to host this every few weeks.  
       Yours in Scouting,  Pearl

Cubs
Cubs have been learning about fire safety during February. We have focussed on what to 
consider before, during and after making a campfire e.g. having some water nearby in case 
of emergency and not placing a campfire under overhanging trees. The cubs used a variety of 
techniques to light their campfires and, once successful, enjoyed toasting marshmallows and 
singing some campfire songs.  We celebrated investing ten new cubs around the campfire and 
hearing them all say their promise.      Mary

Beavers 
Beavers have started the safety badge and talked about strangers and what they would do if 
they were approached by a stranger. We have also been cooking and made pancakes, wore 
red for Valentines day to raise money for our charity of the year Herts Young Homeless and 
have grown cress, which they have taken home to watch grow. Lots more to do and enjoy.

                 Nicola

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers
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Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate, 
O.P.I., Bare Minerals, 
Shellac & St Tropez

A WIDE RANGE OF 
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH 

MEN & WOMEN

38 High Street • Buntingford 
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122

www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Beauty Salon
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The Pantomime Group

Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society

The Pantomime Group would like to thank all patrons and friends who very kindly supported 
us during the run of “Robinson Crusoe & the Pirates”.  Where would we be without out faithful 
friends to boo, hiss and clap in all the right (and wrong) moments; who else would Dr. Haimes 
put on a frock for?  Who else would Neil drop scenery on Jon’s foot for?  Who else would Simon 
electrocute himself, Anne put on her diamonds for and Seymour Bones (the dog) poo in the 
mixing bowl for?  But your good selves.  So a big THANK YOU!  We also raised a goodly sum 
on the raffle for the fund for sufferers of Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis, so another big THANK 
YOU to everyone who bought raffle tickets.  See you next year!

will be singing songs by Chilcott, Whitacre and Elgar on 17 March at 7.30pm in the Methodist 
Church, South Street, Bishops‘ Stortford. The eclectic programme has been put together and 
directed by Richard Brain, the Choral Society’s young and ambitious music director. Tickets 
are available in advance through the Choral Society’s website  www.singwithbscs.org.uk  and 
Bishop’s Stortford Tourist Information, Market Square or can be obtained on the door. The Choral 
Society raises funds for the Holy Trinity Winter Night Shelter and will be holding a raffle at this 
concert to support the Shelter’s valuable work this winter.   Under Richard Brain’s direction 
the choral society are gaining in strength and tackling a very varied programme – it will be 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah in the summer. The Choral Society welcomes new members throughout 
the year at its Thursday 7:45 pm rehearsals in the Water Lane United Reformed Church.

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

         APPLE MAC    

REPAIRS                UPGRADES

     SERVICE                 DATA RESCUE        

INKS  IPHONES

Clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with 

a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com
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The AGM on 22nd Jan was well attended, and the pre-
circulated minutes were approved with no matters 
arising.  The Treasurer’s report was well received and 
it was pleasing to note that we had posted a £210 

surplus on our activities for the year.  The Officers and  Committee, were all thanked for their 
contributions to the running of the Society during 2017.  All, including the Chairman, were willing 
to serve for the forthcoming year and all except the Treasurer were required to submit their 
names for re-election for 2018.  The Chairman’s 2017 report was approved.  All those Officers 
and Committee members who were required to re-stand for service on the Committee were 
re-elected.  Two members, Ruth Marshall and Jeremy Browne were newly elected to serve on 
the General Committee.  The pre-circulated 2018 Events Programme was approved and the 
meeting was reminded that it is regularly updated on our website (see below).  The meeting 
was made aware of a recent communication issued by the Information Commissioner (IC) 
concerning forthcoming legislation (May 25th 2018) on the holding of personal data by  “Not 
for Profit Organisations”.  The meeting agreed with the Chairman’s judgement that our Society 
was such an organisation and was thus exempt from the requirement to register with the IC.  
Nevertheless, in order to rely on this exemption, our own procedures on the holding of personal 
data will need to be updated to ensure we comply with the “eight data protection rules of 
good practice”.  Finally, the meeting agreed with the proposal that the Committee examine the 
prospects of obtaining a grant towards purchasing a digital projector, as the one we currently 
use is unlikely to be readily available in the near future.  It was suggested that Stansted Airport 
be approached.  The meeting closed with a social quiz set by the Chairman and Secretary 
which had been postponed from December due to adverse weather.

	  

Celebrating 90 years of standing up for Hertfordshire’s countryside

Our Annual Awards Scheme is now open for nominations, further information can be found on 
our website: www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards

The judges for the Hertfordshire Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England’s Annual 
Rural Living Award Scheme have been justifiably amazed at the amount of effort put in 
to keep our county looking so good and its residents so cared for.  We received over 20 
entries for these awards last year but we know that there is so much more happening across 
Hertfordshire that needs to be celebrated.

The awards go to individuals or communities that can demonstrate their care for the 
environment and the general improvement of rural community life, sustainability and continuity. 
The categories are Rural Community Living, Rural Environment and Rural Business in the 
Community, with individual awards for an adult and a young person, aged up to 21, who have 
made an outstanding contribution to rural life.

Nominations can be made by anyone, you can even nominate yourself.  Judges visit in the 
summer and the awards are presented in October at County Hall, Hertford.Please think which 
organisations or individuals in your area deserve recognition and send in a nomination, closing 
date Wednesday 30 May 2018.

CPRE Hertfordshire  
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Bury Green Community Planning Weekend
You are invited to the Bury Green Community 
Planning Weekend to help create a new Vision 
for the future of the former GlaxoSmithKline 
(GSK) brownfield site and its relationship with 
the surrounding area.

Bury Green Community Planning 
Weekend
When: Friday 2 March 2018, 2.00 - 5.00pm, & 
Saturday 3 March 2018, 10.45am - 4.00pm
Venue: Little Hadham Village Hall, The Ford, 
Little Hadham SG11 2BS

Report Back Presentation
When:  Thursday 22 March 2018, 7.30 - 
9.00pm
Venue:  Little Hadham Village Hall, The Ford, 
Little Hadham SG11 2BS
The former GSK site at Bury Green is derelict, 
brownfield land with abandoned buildings 
falling into disrepair. The site has been vacant 
for over 15 years. Although planning permission 
was granted for two substantial data centre 
sheds, and construction initially commenced 
meaning it can be built out in perpetuity, this 
has not been delivered by the market.
The site is a significant brownfield site, and 
national and local planning policy support the 
principle of redeveloping previously developed 
sites to make the best use of them, reducing 
the need to develop on greenfield land. There 
is an exciting opportunity to redevelop the site 
for a range of new homes, whilst sensitively 
re-planning the site to improve its setting in 
the countryside and Bury Green, and offering 
community benefits including open space, 
recreation and footpath linkages.
Shaw Corporation, acting for the owners 
Matterhorn, has appointed architects and 
placemakers JTP to work with the local 
community at the Community Planning 
Weekend to create a Vision for the site and its 

relationship with Bury Green and surrounding 
settlements.
The event will provide an opportunity to share 
local knowledge and contribute to planning 
the future of the site through workshops and 
hands-on planning groups. There will also be an 
exhibition explaining the history and planning 
background of the site and opportunities to 
visit the site. Participation is on a drop-in basis 
– there is no need to pre-register – and you 
can stay for a short while, a few hours or for 
the whole event as you choose. Team members 
will be on hand to answer questions.

Minibus Tours:
In addition to the workshops, community 
members are invited on organised tours. These 
are thirty minute tours departing from Little 
Hadham Village Hall on:
Friday 2 March at 2.30pm and 3.30pm
Saturday 3 March at 11.15am and 1.45pm
Residents of Bury Green may wish to join the 
tour at the north west gate of the GSK site 
five minutes after the departure times from 
the Village Hall.
After the Community Planning Weekend, the 
JTP led team will analyse and summarise the 
outcomes and draw up the Vision. This will 
be presented as a Report Back to the local 
community at the Village Hall. 
Following the creation of the Vision, the design 
team will go on to develop the proposals further 
in on-going consultation with the community, 
with a view to submitting an outline planning 
application for the site by mid-2018.
Everyone is welcome – please share this event 
with your networks and neighbours.
For more information please visit our website 
jtp.co.uk, or contact me at community@jtp.
co.uk or by Freephone: 0800 0126 730.
Cut out the flyer on pages 21 and 22. 



212121212121



222222222222



232323232323

Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Broadband Rollout  Lack of Progress
For many of you who have been waiting for the rollout of fibre optic 
broadband, it is very frustrating and disappointing that there yet again has 
been a lack of progress in this area. I have expressed your concerns with HCC (Hertfordshire 
County Council) and due to the lack of progress I have asked them to convene a meeting 
with BT Openreach, Connected Counties, Mark Prisk MP, Sir Oliver Heald MP and myself to 
discuss the poor rollout of broadband in the rural areas stretching from Widford right through 
the Hadhams, Albury and up to the Pelhams, including the hamlets of Westland Green / 
Wellpond Green who have been actively pursuing the lack of progress for a considerable 
period of time.
 

What Can I Do to Help Reduce Air Pollution? 
Every time we drive to school, use our heater or air conditioner, clean our windows, or even 
style our hair, we make choices that affect air pollution. These steps, as well as many others, 
are things we all can do to help reduce air pollution. 
• Conserve energy – remember to turn off lights, computers, and electric appliances 
when not in use. 
• Use energy efficient light bulbs and appliances. 
• Participate in your local utility’s energy conservation programs. 
• Limit driving by carpooling, using public transportation, biking and walking. 
• Combine errands for fewer trips. 
• Keep your automobile well tuned and maintained. Follow the manufacturer’s   
instructions on routine maintenance, such as changing the oil and filters, and checking tyre 
pressure and wheel alignment. 
• Avoid excessive idling of your automobile. 
• Use electric or hand-powered lawn care equipment. 
• Be careful not to spill gasoline when filling up your car or gasoline powered lawn 
and garden equipment. 
• Run dishwashers and clothes washers only when full. 
• Choose environmentally friendly cleaners. 
• Use water-based or solvent free paints whenever possible and buy products that 
say “low VOC”. 
• Seal containers of household cleaners, workshop chemicals and solvents, and 
garden chemicals to prevent volatile organic compounds from evaporating into the air. 
• Advocate for emission reductions from power plants and more stringent national 
vehicle emission standards.

County Cllr Graham McAndrew E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk



If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please see our website 
www.riverashchurches.org.uk

There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

Don’t forget to join us for the Third Thursday Lunch when a light, but delicious lunch 
is served in the Village Hall for a donation, from 12.30.  Friends and neighbours 
meet here regularly for a chat and catch-up on all the news! 


