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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

At this time of year people often say to me, “It’s not long until Christmas. I expect 
you’re going to be busy soon.”  I have a feeling that this is true for most of us 
in the run-up to Christmas. Many of us are extra-busy in December with all the 
extra things to buy and do.  Did you know you can find several websites offering 
advice on how to reduce stress over Christmas? Perhaps it’s a reflection of the 
additional pressures on individuals and families and how stressful Christmas can 
be for so many people.

And yet, it’s at Christmas that Christians celebrate the coming into the world of Jesus, who was 
called the Prince of Peace.  In our Christmas carol services, a well-known carol reminds us of 
the angels’ announcement to a group of frightened shepherds: “All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; good will henceforth from heaven to men begin and never cease.” 
The coming of Jesus Christ into the world was to bring peace – peace with God and peace 
with other people.  As we accept the peace with God that Jesus Christ offers, his peace and 
good will can be at work in us. This might mean bringing peace to a relationship that needs 
mending, it might mean bringing peace where there is discord in our neighbourhood, it might 
mean bringing peace in a world which is currently looking less peaceful and more divided. 

During the month of December, why not take some time out from the busy-ness of your 
Christmas preparations?  Enter into Joseph’s story as Harlow Ballet present an Advent 
performance of readings and dance.  Join us at any of our services where all are welcome and 
this includes a Midnight Communion this year.  Or join us midweek for our Advent Reflections.

We were delighted that our invitation to lead the Advent Reflections was accepted by Very 
Revd Dr Jeffrey John, Dean of St Albans Cathedral, Bishop Paul McAleenan from the Diocese of 
Westminster and also Bruce Kent and Valerie Flessati of Pax Christi, CND and The Movement 
for the Abolition of War. This will be a great opportunity to converse with them about our 
response of peace and good will to the love of God in Jesus Christ.  These events are open to 
anyone from our own Benefice, our wider Ash and Quin Valleys Group and the Roman Catholic 
Parish of Bishop’s Stortford.  You don’t need to be a regular worshipper at our churches.

It’s my prayer that all the services and special events that take place during the weeks of 
Advent will help us to be people who share the peace that God gave us through Jesus Christ.  
It might be a busier time than usual for most of us so it’s all the more important for us to share 
God’s peace in acts of good will.  May I wish you all a very happy Christmas and may God’s 
peace rest upon you and your homes this Christmas and into the new year.

There is no club meeting in December so our next event is on Tuesday 16th January, when we 
are having our popular lunchtime Ploughman’s in the Nag’s Head, so look out for more details 
in the January Parish News.  Please contact Karin on 771532 to order your ploughman’s lunch. 

The committee would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Parish Council News 

Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

It was a well attended council meeting this 
month. The main subject for discussion was 
the anti-social behaviour that’s been occurring 
in the parish.  A number of people shared their 
experiences during the democratic period at 
the start.  A range of views was heard from 
those experiencing harassment and anti-social 
behaviour.  Some younger people also spoke 
to explain that they often get unfairly blamed 
for behaviour and feel victimised. There was 
also feedback that there is little for young 
people to do within the community and that 
more facilities for young people would be a 
positive thing.

Playground Repairs
The council discussed many of the repairs 
that are required following the recent spate 
of vandalism in the playgrounds and agreed 
to install sturdy gates to ensure safety of the 
young children. The council is following up on 
kind offers made by the community to fix 
some of the other parts of the playground and 
offers of help with mowing the field.

Police support
Councillors were disappointed that the 
local police could not attend to listen to the 
experiences of the community and provide 
advice. However, they did send advice and 

comments. Police advice is to call 999 in 
an emergency, or 101 to report non-urgent 
incidents.  The Parish Council emphasised 
101 calls are logged and provide Police with 
an overall pattern of behaviour.  The parish 
council agreed to follow up both with the local 
police and escalate to the Chief Constable and 
Hertfordshire Police and Crime Commissioner.

CCTV for the playground 
Local police confirmed that CCTV can be 
used at the playground to help prevent the 
vandalism.  The Parish council is going to look 
into costs for this as part of next year’s budget.

Community dialogue
The Parish Councillors greatly appreciated 
the efforts made by all to attend last month, 
especially to those who were prepared to 
speak and share their experiences. We intend 
to keep an agenda item on this and would 
welcome all to the next meeting to share their 
experience over the intervening few weeks.

Season’s Greetings
The Little Hadham Parish Council would like 
to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and invite you to the last 
meeting of the year at 8pm on Tues 5th 
December at Little Hadham Village Hall.

Preparations for Christmas are well under way and we hope that many of you will support 
our Christmas Bazaar on Sunday 3rd December. The KS1 children would like to invite you to 
the dress rehearsal of their Nativity Story on Tuesday 12th December at 10am and the KS2 
children invite you to get in the festive mood by joining them for their ‘Carols Around the Tree’ 
on Monday 18th December at 10am. That same evening, we will be holding our annual ‘Carols 
by Candlelight’ in St Cecilia’s at 6.30pm, which really is a special Christmas tradition.

Sadly, and with very mixed emotions, this will be my last Christmas at Little Hadham, as I am 
retiring in the summer – but still lots to do before then!

Thank you for your support and Season’s Greetings to you all!         Liz Stockley, Headteacher
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The Wildlife Night Drive Safari
My name is Keira and I am a member of Little Hadham Brownies. In Brownies we made a 
fat cone feeder for my wildlife badge but nothing visited it so Daddy offered to take me on 
a night drive to look for wildlife instead. So we drove off just after sunset on Friday 27th 
of October. It was around 7pm and we were just going on the back lanes around Little Hadham. We didn’t 
see anything at first (except daddy saw the tip of the fox’s tail disappearing into a bush as we approached 
Much Hadham ).
It was when we turned into Bromley Road from Spindle Bridge that we started to see some wildlife. It was 
on Bromley road that we saw a badger scampering across the road! Daddy said that this was only the 3rd 
badger he had seen locally (alive)!
Then we saw a barn owl fly across the road just before the 9 acre wood. Then just after Bromley I got a close 
up of the muntjac deer out my window! It was a great night drive.

Little Hadham Brownies meet during term time at LH Village Hall on Tuesdays 3.45-5.15.
Wednesday 6th December Carol Service at 5.30pm. 
Tuesday 12th December Carol singing at Elmhurst.                    Term ends 12th December.

Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate, 
O.P.I., Bare Minerals, 
Shellac & St Tropez

A WIDE RANGE OF 
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH 

MEN & WOMEN

38 High Street • Buntingford 
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122

www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Beauty Salon
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LONDON STANSTED AIRPORT 

COMMUNITY FUNDING
APPLY NOW!

The Stansted Airport Community Trust supports capital 
projects which protect and enhance the social, economic 
and environmental well-being of the community within a  
10 mile radius of Stansted Airport. 

For further information and to apply please email:  
cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk  
or call 01245 231250

The Stansted Airport Passenger Community Fund donates 
money (up to £1500) to local causes within a 20 mile 
radius of Stansted Airport. The money is raised from 
unwanted foreign currency collected in the terminal. 
Requests will be considered from sports clubs, pre-school 
nurseries, junior sports clubs, Brownies, Guides, Scouts, 
clubs, elderly and animal charities. 

For further information and to apply please email:  
sandra_king@stanstedairport.com

London Stansted Airport has a long standing commitment to support the charities, groups 
and people that are making a difference locally. We work with the community in schools, 
education, skills training and other projects that have a real impact on people’s lives. 

Each year the airport supports a wide range of charities, donating to local community 
projects and initiatives through two categories of funding: the Stansted Airport Passenger 
Community Fund and the Stansted Airport Community Trust.

www.stanstedairport.com/community

         APPLE MAc    

REPAiRs                UPGRADEs

     sERvicE                 DAtA REscUE        

inks  iPhonEs

clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to 

present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.

VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks

References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com
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Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
Beavers are doing the space badge and have been outside to look at the stars and 
naming  the constellations. They are also doing the global issues badge and will be 
making a water filter. Remembrance Sunday was well attended and the leaders were 
very pleased with how smart the beavers looked and well behaved.

Cubs have had a fun time investigating paper plane designs and finding out about 
how plane designs have changed. They will all have achieved their air activities badge 
level one and we are planning a visit to Duxford to move onto level two. As the 
evenings are getting darker we are looking forward to studying some astronomy and 
decorating a tree for the church at Christmas.

 Scouts have just finished the expedition badge for which they did a 4hr hike and 
then stayed in the hut over night and had to cook for everyone. They are also doing 
the cooks badge or as we are calling it “ masterscouts” they will be cooking for 4 
people, making invites and doing the menu. Finally scouts will be putting on a panto 
for Christmas, we are having great fun and will perform in front of the parents.

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd   1 16/08/2016   08:01

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please 
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll 
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent. 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before
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YOUR VILLAGE HALL NEEDS YOU!
It is with some sadness that Angela and I have decided to retire from the Village 
Hall Management Committee. I have been Chairman for well over 30 years, and 
Angela has been Secretary and Booking Secretary for at least 15, and it is now 
time for younger enthusiastic residents to step forward and contribute to the 
running of this important Village asset. One of our Trustees is also retiring which 
will leave the Committee too small to effectively manage the Hall.

The Hall is approaching 50 years old, and is now in dire need of refurbishing or 
rebuilding.  We have done some preliminary work on these options, but it would 
be for a new Committee to take these ideas forward.  Without new Committee 
members the Hall will have to close and the land given back to the person that 
donated it.

If you feel you would be prepared to get involved, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.

Jon and Angela Fardell.         jfardell@hotmail.co.uk       01279 771697

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

UnIT 7,  TWyFORd BUSIneSS CenTRe 
BISHOP’S STORTFORd HeRTS CM23 3yT

Tel: 01279 758844  Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced
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Down at the doctor’s    dr Paul Haimes

Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society, directed by the talented Richard Brain, 
are singing Bach’s Mass in B Minor on 2 December at 7.30 pm in All Saints Church, Bishop’s 
Stortford. The singers will be accompanied by Bishop’s Stortford Sinfonia and there will be 
four excellent soloists.  Tickets are available in advance through the Choral Society’s website  
www.singwithbscs.org.uk  and Bishop’s Stortford Tourist Information, Market Square or can be 
obtained on the door. The Choral Society raises funds for the Holy Trinity Winter Night Shelter 
and will be holding a raffle at this concert to support the Shelter’s valuable work this winter.  
The Choral Society welcomes new members and will hold its next open rehearsal on Thursday 
18 January at 7:45 pm in the Water Lane United Reformed Church.

On behalf of all staff at Much Hadham Health Centre I would like to wish you all 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

All our staff, both old and new, have been fantastic over the last year: we achieved a good 
CQC report and excellent patient survey (best in Hertfordshire!) We are all looking forwards to 
our much deserved Christmas outing and Karaoke evening where prizes will be given for best 
individual performances by a male (me) and female (me again) plus one for the best duet. 
The latter will no doubt be won by me and Dr Oates as we have been tasked with singing 
“You’re the one that I want” from Grease.  Of course I am the spitting image of John Travolta 
but Nathalie as Olivia…….??       See you all in 2018!

  

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists 

We can tile any space and specialise in 
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and 
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if 
preferred, we offer a just fit  service. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us: 
 

01279 776 140 
07984 136 623 

www.connect-tiling.co.uk  
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Christmas Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Christmas Spirit  Christmas is the best time of the year when we celebrate love, family 
and send greeting cards to each other, as we come to the end of year 2017, I wish to take 
this opportunity to thank all volunteers, care workers and unsung heroes who work tirelessly 
throughout the year thinking of others and not themselves. 
Christmas is the time of giving, sharing, loving and forgiving,  May the spirit of Christmas fill 
your heart with warmth and love and as we usher in the New Year, let us humbly submit to the 
Good Lord.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to one and all.

Broadband Update  I read the latest update on Broadband within our community with 
dismay.  Some houses in Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire may be waiting even longer for 
broadband.  Connected Counties is a partnership between Bucks County Council, Herts County 
Council and BT.  Here’s their statement::  ‘Openreach have recently encountered a number of 
complex technical issues, which has meant they will not deliver to as many homes as expected 
this quarter, with some areas facing delays.  We are aware this will be disappointing for those 
residents affected and would like to reassure you we are working hard with Openreach to 
overcome these issues to ensure they bring the programme back on target as soon as they 
can.’  They added that you can check whats going on with your address in their online checker:  
www.connectedcounties.org/#where-when.
Finally, I would like to wish you all every happiness this holiday season and throughout the coming year.
County Cllr Graham McAndrew E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Hatfield Broad Oak          01279 718777          www.cammashall.co.uk

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Seasonal Farm Shop

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

A great day out for all the family!

Open Tuesday 
to Sunday  and Bank Holidays

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants •  Sweetcorn • Cherries  

• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins...  when in season
& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm 

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

OPEN 

from
 5th

 May-
 

17th
 Decem

ber
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Jeremy Browne and Bill Bird attracted many  members 
and guests to hear about their research on Hadham 
Hamlets’ residents who served in WWI - a Project 
set up by the Preservation Society in 2014.  Jeremy 

considered that peoples’ collective memory kept the past alive more vividly than published 
data alone.  The basis of the research was the 204 men aged 10 years or over at the 1911 
census (Exnalls to Southend) including 23 who were killed, 19 of which are on the War 
Memorials.  As WWI service records were largely burned in the London Blitz, information was 
obtained from many other sources eg Electoral Rolls, Medal Indexes, War Graves, Ancestry 
etc and from relatives (including photographs which made individuals come to life).  The wide 
scope of his detailed study can’t be given justice in this short report, and we look forward to 
its future publication.  If you have any information regarding any of the following: John Bayford, 
William Maling, George Trigg, John Felstead, William Petts, William James Stimpson and any 
women who served, please contact Jeremy, Bill or me.

Bill discussed the Springham family having traced a living relative, but concentrated on the Doll 
family.  Charles (b 1850) was the famous architect of many well known Gothic buildings in London 
and his own at Hadham Towers.  His German born father was a long serving member of the Royal 
household.  By WWI, anti-German feelings led to the Doll family being ostracised despite the war 
service of Charles’ sons.  In particular William, highly commended by the CO of British Forces in 
Archangel, was forced to resign his commission following a highly biased report.  Very upset and 
angry, his appeal failed, due to adverse advice from Lord Kitchener to King George.

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years.  

On-site care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children 

flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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Nature Notes: October – November 2017        Jonathan Forgham

Recently, we have veered between hard frosts and warm 
nights where the temperature has remained in double 
figures all night.  On these warmer nights I have run my 
portable moth trap at a variety of sites within the parish 
and had much success.  Several new records have been 
noted, including a pine carpet on the 23rd October in 
my garden, an early December moth (28th,) Sprawler (photo above on the 1st) and over 25 
species of micro moth caterpillars from checking leaves of many native species in Alder Wood, 
Millennium Wood and along the bridleway at Valley Fields.  These additions mean I have now 
identified over 10,300 moths this year, made up of 497 species.
In total, I have now recorded 705 moth species within the parish.  There are still a fair few that 
I expect to find, just a question of setting the trap in the correct habitat, so next year I shall 
be seeking permission from land owners to gain access to several sites I have identified as 
potentially good sites. 
The cold snap has meant that our winter migrants are now arriving in good numbers.  Fieldfares 
and redwings have been recorded overhead and recently in local hedgerows around Green 
Street.  These members of the thrush family will be found feeding on fallow land as well as 
upon berries such as garden cotoneaster, hawthorn and the fruit on bird cherry trees.  As I 
was checking the garden moth trap on the morning of the 16th I heard a party of siskin 

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with 

a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com

continued on page 14
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Coming Soon

12

No Garden Club meeting in December.

No Parish Council meeting in January.

1 Fri, Santa Dash for St. Elizabeth’s  A one 
mile fun run, walk or wheelchair dash held in 
St Elizabeth’s beautiful grounds, followed by 
mince pies and refreshments.Warm up begins 
at 10:30am, official “Dash” starts at 11am.  
Fancy dress optional!!  If you are interested in 
taking part, contact the Fundraising Team to 
find out more, fundraising@stelizabeths.org.uk 
or ring 01279 842451.

3 Sun, Reflections Service, 4pm St Elizabeth’s. 
The readings and music at our popular 
Reflections Service provide a peaceful setting 
and opportunity to reflect upon the true 
meaning of Christmas whilst giving thanks for 
the lives and memories of loved ones who, for 
whatever reason, will not be here to share the 
Christmas celebrations. Everyone is welcome 
to come along to this beautiful service in St. 
Elizabeth’s Chapel at 4pm on Sunday 3rd.

If you cannot join us, we can light a candle 
on your behalf. Please contact fundraising@
stelizabeths.org.uk for more information.

3 Sun, Christmas Bazaar, LH School

5 Tue, Parish Council Meeting.  All welcome to 
come along and hear what’s going on in your 
village. 8.00pm. 

12 Tue, Dress rehearsal, 10am at school.

12 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 7.45 for 8pm.
Carmela cooks Italian.  We shall have pizza 
with all the trimmings, including wine. Everyone 
is welcome but please I must ask that you call 
me (01279 898591 please leave a message) 
or email: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk to reserve 
your meal.  £2.50 at the door.

17 Sun, : Mulled Wine and Mince Pies and a 
spot of carol singing,  Millennium Wood. 2pm 
start all welcome.

19 Tue, Carols by Candlelight, 7:30pm, 
Haileybury Chapel, Hertford Heath, SG13 
7NU. for Isabel Hospice.  Join us in the Chapel 
at Haileybury for an enchanting evening 
performed by the wonderful Braughing Sing. 
followed by festive refreshments. Tickets are 
just £20 each, and include refreshments and 
entry into the draw to win a wonderful festive 
hamper!  Tickets are available to purchase 
now on our website.
21 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, from 12.30 at 
the Village Hall.  Come along and enjoy a 
Christmas flavour to our lunch.  There is no 
need to book and we just ask for donations. 
Go on;  spoil yourself and join us.

23 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 – 11.30am.

What’s on in December     in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

12

Dry January 2018 for Isabel Hospice
31 day t-total challenge - the ultimate test 
of will power. Dry January is back in January 
2018. Don’t miss out on your chance to 
become a Hospice Hero and take on the 
ultimate test of willpower.
By not having your 5 BEERS or WINES on a 
Friday night over the month, you could save 
a massive £69! Why not donate this amount 
instead, and help us to carry on providing our 
specialist care to our patients.  Full details: 
www.isabelhospice.org.uk/support-us/events/
detail/dry-january-2018
Check the website for many more great 
events for  you to take part in next year.
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VILLAGE HALL
 Vacancy for a Booking Secretary

Would you like to see our Village 
Hall running smoothly? do you have 
some time to spare?  If so, would 
you like to take over the position of 
Booking Secretary?  you need to be 
computer literate, keep the diary 
and show people round the Hall.  
There is some bookkeeping and 
banking.  There is a small remuneration 
and expenses will be paid.  

If you want to know more, please ring 
Angela Fardell, 771697.

Wendy and Jono wish all friends 

and neighbours a Very Happy 

Christmas.

[Donation to the Parish News]

Frank and Karin would like to wish all 

their friends in Little Hadham a Merry 

Christmas and a safe and healthy 2018

[Donation to the Parish News] Brian and Brenda Kain wish all their friends and neighbours a happy, healthy 
and peaceful 

Christmas and New Year. 
We will be donating to the St Cecilia’s fund in lieu of sending cards

Best wishes from the Parish News for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Nature Notes, continued from page 11

flying west.  Too high to watch but I suspect these finches, the male a bright yellow colour, will 
soon be found feeding on the seeds of the alder trees, especially those around Ash Valley Golf 
Course.  Other notable birds have been a grey heron on the roof of the chapel, large female 
sparrow hawk along Acremore Street and a snipe flying off from Westland Green.  Thanks to 
Pat Wilkinson for alerting me to the presence of ring necked parakeets around this area, too. 
This bird, now common in West Herts will soon be a daily sight within East Herts,  a colourful 
bird to see but noisy and destructive, breaking young trees and pulling bird feeders apart with 
their strong beaks.
However, the highlight bird of the month was discovered by Ella Harvey at Clintons Farm.  Ella 
enjoys watching her bird feeder close to their window and managed to identify a brambling 
feeding on the ground under the feeders.  This finch from 
Scandinavia is very similar to a chaffinch, so very well done to 
Ella for realising she was seeing something different and also 
for managing to capture a few photos that she shared with 
me.  One of Ella’s excellent photos here.  Very impressive.  I 
popped around with my camera to get some photos of my 
own and to observe a bird I have not yet seen in the parish, 
but typically, it was not on show during the time I was looking 
for it.  The last bramblings observed in the parish were in 
2009 in a Bury Green garden and, again, they failed to turn up on the two occasions I visited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  

Tel: 0800 112 3062,  01371 871871

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

continued on next page



15151515

Nature Notes, continued from page 14

There has been quite a movement of birds from Scandinavia and Russia into the UK over the 
last fortnight, with large numbers of hawfinches in particular arriving so do keep a look out 
for these marvellous birds.  If you encounter anything unusual on your bird feeders, do please 
try to get a photo and I will be very happy to receive it to help identify it.  Please forward to 
jforgham@hotmail.com or text 07805571551. This large migration is often the precursor to a 
very cold winter.  It will be interesting to see if that is indeed the case.
Finally, I wish all readers a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Home-Start are looking for Home-Visiting and Family Group Volunteers 
Home Visiting - A home visiting volunteer would normally have parenting experience with 
an understanding of the problems and pleasures of family life. We link this well-supported 
and trained volunteer to the most suitable family referred, offering home visits, usually for 2-3 
hours a week. Family Group - These volunteers help set up the equipment and activities and 
spend time with both the children and parents offering practical and emotional support at our 
family support group. Home visiting and family group volunteers are required to attend the 
Home-Start preparation course which will take place on the following dates:   

JAN 30, 31;  FEB 6, 7, 20, 21, 27, 28  and MAR 6.

For further details please call 01763 262262 or email admin@hsrsc.org.uk

Tel: 01371 871871

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Millennium Wood News
Recently, I have been busy coppicing several of the hornbeam trees found at the Bury Green 
end of Millennium Wood.  Basically, this means cutting the tree down, leaving a stump some 2 
foot in length, from which new growth will emerge as from next spring.  It will take a fair few 
years for the tree to regain its original size and in the meantime, light will be able to reach the 
wood floor and encourage plant growth as well as grasses.  These all enhance the biodiversity 
of the wood.  Over the winter months I shall be weaving hazel stakes around the stumps to 
protect the new growth from foraging animals, particularly muntjacs and rabbits.
On the 29th October Gracie, Benji and Rose came along with their parents to help clear 

an area of unwanted scrub, mainly blackthorn.  We got plenty done and 
concluded with a bonfire on which we cooked sausages and marshmallows.  
All great fun.  The following Sunday, Leo and Ruby, accompanied by their 
dads and Gracie with parents, Sam and Dave turned up to help me 
look for leaf mining caterpillars of micro moths.  In total we identified 14 
species, mainly by looking on the leaves of hazel, bramble and field maple.

The next work party is scheduled for the end of this month before we have our first Christmas 
get together in the wood.  Do please come along on Sunday 17th December at 2pm for some 
mulled wine, mince pies and I hope to organise a brass band to play so we can sing a few 
Christmas carols by the bonfire.  We shall put up some Christmas lights along the path, so it 
should be a wonderful event.  All welcome with donations to cover the cost of the refreshments.

Tel: 01279 507956  Email: info@epicasia.co.uk
www.epicasia.co.uk

Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups

Put the everyday to one side – it’s your  
  time to explore, dream and discover

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Native evergreen trees include the Holly, Scots Pine, Yew and Juniper. During the chillier winter 
months these can provide a welcome leafy contrast to the stark silhouettes of the deciduous trees 
which have shed their leaves. The red berries of the Holly contrast with its dark prickly leaves and 
are carried on the female trees. They provide useful food for hungry birds at the turn of the year. 

The sombre needle-like foliage of the Yew covers a red trunk that can become deeply furrowed 
with age. The branches of a female Yew will be studded with many red arils, cup-like berries, each 
surrounding a green seed. The fleshy arils attract birds and the green poisonous seeds inside pass 
through the bird’s digestive system to germinate elsewhere. The Yew’s foliage is toxic, so they are not 
welcome in areas where livestock could browse them.

Yews are exceptionally long-lived and are often associated with ancient sacred sites.  Old churches 
and their surrounding burial grounds are a significant feature of the Hundred Parishes and the 
majority contain one or more venerable Yew trees. Determining the age of such trees is difficult as 
they grow slowly or may be hollow, but it is possible that some may pre-date the adjacent building. 
For example, the Yew beside Thorley Church is considered older than the 13th-century building.

In the 18th century, clipped Yew hedges were a feature of formal gardens surrounding fine houses. 
They were frequently included in 19th-century cemetery plantings, often alongside weeping trees 
which symbolised grief. Bridge End Gardens in Saffron Walden has clipped Yews in the Dutch garden. 

In the quieter corners of most parishes, the Yew stands as a symbol of longevity, ready to sprout as 
the days lengthen with the arrival of the New Year          Tricia Moxey, Trustee

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Period costumes for 
adults and children to 
wear on educational 
trips and in history 

lessons
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Keep Antibiotics Working
As the Chief Medical Officer and experts around the world warn of a “post-antibiotic 
apocalypse” and “the end of modern medicine”, Public Health England’s (PHE) major new 
campaign aims to ‘Keep Antibiotics Working’. It is estimated that at least 5,000 deaths are 
caused every year in England because antibiotics no longer work for some infections and this figure 
is set to rise, with experts predicting that in just over 30 years antibiotic resistance will kill more 
people than cancer and diabetes combined.

Cabinet Member for Public Health at Hertfordshire County Council, Richard Roberts, said: “Antibiotics 
help ward off infections during chemotherapy, caesarean sections and other surgery. They also treat 
serious bacterial infections, such as pneumonia, meningitis and sepsis, but they are being used for 
everyday viral infections, such as colds or flu, where they are not effective. 

“Taking antibiotics encourages harmful bacteria that live inside you to become resistant. That means 
that antibiotics may not work when you really need them and puts you at risk of a more severe or 
longer infection. I would urge residents to always trust their doctor, nurse or pharmacist’s advice as 
to when they need antibiotics. If prescribed, antibiotics should be taken as directed and never saved 
for later use or shared with others. The campaign also provides great advice to help people to feel 
better if they are not prescribed antibiotics.”

Paul Cosford, Medical Director at Public Health England, comments: “Antibiotic resistance is not a 
distant threat, but is in fact one of the most dangerous global crises facing the modern world today. 
Without urgent action from all of us, common infections, minor injuries and routine operations will 
become much riskier.”  For further information on antibiotics, their uses and the risk of resistance, 
please search ‘NHS Antibiotics’ online.

Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 

40
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MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Arthur, Lord Capel
Arthur, Lord Capel – a follower of King Charles II and a pious family is commemorated in a 
fine family portrait painted by Cornelius Janssen in about 1640, now in the National Portrait 
Gallery in London.  His hair is long and black, and he has a moustache and small beard so 
fashionable at the time.  It shows him dressed in black with a wide collar edged with lace and 
seated next to his wife, Elizabeth who is wearing a blue satin dress with lace collar and cuffs 
and holding their youngest child, aged about two.  Four other children, wearing satin and laces, 
stand with him, and seen through the window of the new banqueting hall at Hadham Hall is 
the magnificent Italianate garden with its fountains, parterres and statues.

Our Arthur was the ninth Capel to own Hadham Hall and during this time a great quarrel 
broke out between the Parliament and Charles I which ended in battle.  Arthur was a loyal 
member of the King’s men and on 29th August 1642 the Duke of Bedford, accompanied by a 
troop of soldiers, visited Hadham Hall.  They knew Arthur was at York defending the King and a 
search of the Hall revealed arms and munitions sufficient for 1,000 men.  For six tireless years 
Arthur served his King and at the end of those years Arthur Capel found himself and his men 
besieged at Colchester.  The town was taken by the Parliamentary Army and Lord Capel was 
sent to London to be imprisoned in the Tower there.

Next month:  a daring escape, letters to Elizabeth and treachery.

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01371 871871
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew 

Applying for Grants
I have often been asked where groups, individuals or organisations can apply to 
for funding a project or just helping out with local community groups so I would 
like to direct you to below funds on the Stansted Airport website. 

Your area is covered under the 10 mile radius. The chairmen of both funds are more than 
willing to talk to you to discuss any application you may wish to consider. Please take the 
opportunity to apply for grants which you are entitled to but were not aware of.  

Stansted Airport want to ensure that the community benefits as much as possible from its 
proximity to London Stansted as a major international airport.  They work with the community 
in schools, education, sport, employment, skills training and other projects that have a real 
impact on people’s lives.  Over £100,000 was donated to over 100 local community projects 
and initiatives in 2015/16 through two categories of funding:

Stansted Airport Passenger Community Fund.  Donates money (up to £1500) 
to local causes within a 20 miles radius of Stansted Airport. Money donated by the committee 
is raised from passengers’ and staff’s unwanted foreign currency which is collected in the 
terminal. Consideration will be given to requests from sports clubs, pre-school nurseries, junior 
sports clubs, brownies, guides, clubs, elderly and animal charities. 

For information and to request an application form please email:  Sandra_King@stanstedairport.com

or download the application form from the website.

Stansted Airport Community Trust  Supports capital projects which protect and enhance 
the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of the community within a 10 miles radius of 
Stansted Airport. The fund is financed by Stansted Airport and any aircraft noise fines. For more details 
about this trust and to apply please email: cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk or call 01245 231250.

HCC Locality Budget  Each county councillor gets £10,000 a year to spend on local 
projects that promote the social, economic or environmental wellbeing of their local area. Grants 
can be given for anything, as long as it’s legal and doesn’t go against a county council policy.

Councillors have given grants before for :  Non-profit community events;  crime prevention; 
health;  education.  If your organisation or community group would like to ask for a grant, please 
get in touch with me by email: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk .

Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal

Many thanks to all those who contributed 
to this year’s appeal and especially those 
who went selling poppies door to door. 

 A total of £1092.14 was raised in  
Little Hadham. 
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Adverts removed

Dear Neighbours (Part 2)
The November Parish Council meeting attracted about 40 people, many of them concerned 
about local hooliganism which was highlighted in the last Parish News when we read a report 
from Lloyd Taylor Close of two attacks on cars. This showed the growing extent of local youthful 
foolishness which, if not curbed could lead to far reaching and disastrous consequences.

Two weeks after Lloyd Taylor three separate incidents occurred in Albury Road.  These events 
happened during the early evening and teenage boys were involved on every occasion.

Ordinarily, their antics might be laughed-off as youthful exuberance, but when this hooliganism 
descends into the mindless stupidity of moving roadworks barriers so as to span the complete 
width of the road, serious car accidents and injury will result.

When the young offenders were challenged they quickly jumped on their push bikes and 
raced away to the other side of the traffic lights shouting foul mouthed obscenities. Two further 
instances happened on succeeding evenings.

Parents cannot and must not ignore their children’s street activities, they have a duty to 
exercise discipline and be mindful of the consequences for the victims, their own children and 
themselves.  Silly but disastrous pranks often result in parents sitting alongside their children 
when they appear in court.  

Little Hadham is not alone in these disturbances as in a recent edition of The Herts & Essex 
Observer the local police sergeant is reported to have referred to anti-social behaviour and 
parents’ need ‘to be intrusive into your children’s whereabouts’.  The same should apply here.
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3 Sunday,     Advent 1
9.15 am,  Family Communion with Christingle and Band, at St. Andrew’s.
11.15 am, Holy Communion, at St. Mary’s,  Albury.

10 Sunday,    Advent 2
9.15 am,  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s with Rev. Steve and Bishop Michael.
6.00 pm,  Carols by Candlelight at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

17 Sunday,   Advent 3
9.15 am,  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am, Family Carol Service,at St. Mary’s,  Albury.
6.00 pm,  Christmas Tree Carol Service, St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.

18 Monday, 
6.30 pm,  LH School’s Carols by Candlelight Service at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
7.00 pm,  St. Andrew’s School’s Carol Service, at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.

19 Tuesday,  
1.30 pm,  Albury School Christingle Service at St. Mary’s, Albury.

24 Sunday,   Christmas Eve
9.15 am,  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
4.30 pm,  The Big Nativity at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
6.00 pm,  Christingle Service at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
11.30 pm, Midnight Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.

25 Monday,   CHRISTMAS DAY
9.15 am,  Family Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15 am, Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

27 Wednesday,   
10.00 am, Midweek Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

31 Sunday,   Christmas 1
11.15 am, Holy Communion at St. Mary’s,  Albury.

Happy Christmas from St. Cecilia’s Church 
Prayer Chain

Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532


