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Letter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve BateLetter from the Rectory        Revd. Steve Bate

Now that I’ve been here over a year, people have been asking me “Are you going 
to be changing the services?” The answer is yes – some of our orders of service 
will be updated starting in Advent, i.e. from December.  A few orders of service 
have already been updated throughout the last year and we’ve begun to try 
some new ideas.
An emerging priority for our churches is our ministry among children and their 
families.  We’ve already begun to address this priority area with our monthly Messy Church 
led by a team from across our Benefice and shared with Holy Cross Catholic Church and 
Hadham Cross Congregational Church.  The Teddy Bears’ Picnic and Parachute Jump returned 
to St Cecilia’s Church in September, closely followed by the new Family Service that now takes 
place every fourth Sunday.  There’s much more yet to come in the new year across our whole 
Benefice, including a new-look Family Service at St Andrew’s every first Sunday.  The informal 
welcome with coffee and croissants at 9 am will continue and there’ll be more opportunities 
for children to participate in the service.  If you’d like to find out more about any of our services 
or the wider life of our churches, do take a look at our website: www.riverashchurches.org.uk 
where you can find a full calendar of events and more.
The most recent update that has been ‘road-tested’ in services during September and October 
is our new format Christening Service.  We offer baptisms in our regular morning services and 
also in afternoon christening services.  Baptism is about beginning the journey of Christian faith 
so we always give a welcome to those joining us on that journey in church. Those baptized 
during the morning service are welcomed during the service as they receive their certificate 
of baptism and baptism candle. Those baptized in an afternoon christening service join the 
congregation to receive their certificate and candle, usually on the Sunday immediately following 
their baptism.
The welcome by the congregation has an important role in helping those baptised grow in their 
Christian faith. We welcome them into the Lord’s family, we pray for them during the service 
and we commit ourselves to ensuring a welcoming place for them and to playing our part in 
helping them along the journey of faith.  That includes providing appropriate opportunities for 
worship such as Messy Church and our Family Services.  It also includes continuing to pray for 
them.  Praying for those baptised and their families is a very practical way for us to answer the 
question put to us at every baptism of children: “Will you support these children as they begin 
their journey of faith?”  
It’s not only these services that have been updated.  We’ve also started to make use of 
attractive new leaflets that help people think about baptism and help those they choose as 
godparents.  We give a leaflet to parents enquiring about baptisms entitled “Start an amazing 
journey” – the amazing journey of faith in Jesus Christ.  In addition to the parents, the key 
people who accompany a child who is baptised on this amazing journey are the godparents. 
We now give a card to godparents which comes complete with a fridge magnet featuring a 
short prayer for their godchild. This helps them to support their godchild through regular prayer.
If you’d like to know more about baptism at St Andrew’s, St Cecilia’s, St Mary’s or St Thomas’ 
for your child or as an adult, or exploring the Christian faith you’re very welcome to contact me.
Every blessing, Steve.
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Millennium Wood News
At present, the wood is looking in fine fettle and the autumnal colours make it a super place 
for a wander. On Friday 20th October, I will have spent the morning with a professional tree 
chap in chain sawing several trees to open a new area for lower growth vegetation. Several of 
the ash trees are showing the ravages of ash dieback and need to be removed. I have bought 
many spring native bulbs to plant in this and other open and shaded areas. These bluebells etc. 
will enhance the habitat and help increase the insect bio-diversity. 
A work party is planned for Sunday 29th October (10 – 12 noon) and then again on Sunday 
26th November, same time. There is plenty to do in the wood this autumn and winter, so please 
do come along to lend a hand.  Children most welcome as we need to plant over 150 bluebell 
bulbs, so bring a trowel.  We will also need to cut back encroaching blackthorn, so loppers, bow 
saws and secateurs will be most useful.  From our account, Friends of Millennium Wood, I have 
spent £60 on tools to carry out coppicing of hazel and another £54 on the bulbs.  The final job 
will be to create new log piles for hibernating insects, spiders and small 
rodents as well as offering a safe habitat for the resident Great Crested 
Newts.
Many thanks to Sean and Natasha for their generous donation to wood 
funds following the birthday party held in the wood for son, Harvey.   Also, 
to Tom and Chloe for their donation after the party for 5 year old Benji.  By 
all accounts, two most successful parties messing around in muddy woods.
Hope to see you on both or one of the work party dates.  Many thanks. 
Finally, a stunning Merveille du Jour moth trapped in the wood on the 
11th October.  Always a super moth to see.

•		Huge	choice	of	doors	worktops,	
appliances,	sinks	&	taps

•		Made	to	measure	custom-built		
doors	and	units

•		Save	£1000s	with	a	makeover

•		Installed	by	local	skilled	tradesman

EST.
1999

Visit	our	showroom:
Units	3	&	5,	Star	Street,	Ware,	
Hertfordshire,	SG12	7AA

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk
dreamdoors.co.uk

PLEASE	CALL:

01920 463302

Brighten up your kitchen
QUALITY 
KITCHEN 
FACELIFTS

®

Before
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Mark Landon, Chairman of the Braughing 
Archaeology Group was very pleased to report that 
the group had received funding from “Historical 
England” for ongoing work, and received much of 

this year’s regional allocation.   In September he discussed recent findings near Braughing 
Station.  Aerial photographs had indicated Roman roads, but the geophysicist Chris Lockyer 
had found no evidence of a Roman Town.  Settlements had been found, but the only way 
to determine dates was by digging, and Society members, Caroline Baigent and Peter 
Heath had done much of the work.  Many archaeological artefacts were found together 
in a “stratified rubbish layer” laid down in an Iron Age ditch, undisturbed since the original 
inhabitants threw it out.  Thus, rarely for Iron Age finds, broken pots could easily be fitted 
back together.  Amongst them were 22 sheep jaws, as well as some suckling pig and cow 
remains, probably from ritual burials.  Braughing had the largest Iron Age mint in Europe 
and coinage was used many times over.  A pavement made from coin moulds was found, 
which had traces of copper, bronze, silver and gold, but it is not known which coins were 
made in them. The coins were widely distributed and still in circulation during the early 
Roman period.  Peter also found a beautiful ¼ stater gold coin dated 45-50BC.  The 
“happy horse” design is called a Harlow Wheel, and is similar to a pre-Alexandrian Greek 
one.  Also found in the dig was a unique half Roman oven.  Mark showed a number of 
exhibits and the lively discussion showed the level of interest generated; his presentation 
was greatly appreciated.

	  

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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Something missing?

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Wendy Emberson from Stort Physio came along to our October meeting . . . what a woman!  
Energetic, engaging and so informative.  Wendy, or indeed her staff, can get to the bottom of 
everyday aches, pains & injuries, on average, in just three visits.  Many clients have benefited 
over the years . . . there’s job satisfaction for you!  On Tuesday November 14th the Blue Cross 
will come along and give a talk about this great animal charity...do come along, everyone is 
welcome.                 Thank you, Carmela, Bennie & Sue

Fill the space in your home and your heart and foster with us. 
As students across the county pack their bags for the start of the new term or for far-flung 
shores, Hertfordshire County Council is calling on their parents to consider whether fostering 
might be the way to fill the extra space in their homes and their hearts. 
Empty nesters potentially make great foster carers because they’ve already got the skills and 
experience needed to look after children and teenagers.  
Janet has been fostering Hertfordshire children for 20 years. She said: “It’s a very rewarding and 
lovely job to do. Now my children don’t live with me anymore, they think it’s lovely that their 
mum supports and guides other children.”
If you are interested in fostering with Hertfordshire County Council, they’ll be there to guide 
you through the process, every step of the way. For more information visit http://bit.ly/2fLkJGH

  

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists 

We can tile any space and specialise in 
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and 
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if 
preferred, we offer a just fit  service. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us: 
 

01279 776 140 
07984 136 623 

www.connect-tiling.co.uk  

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

UniT 7,  TwyFoRd BUSineSS CenTRe 
BiShoP’S SToRTFoRd heRTS Cm23 3yT

Tel: 01279 758844  Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

Muddy Lane, Pig’s Green

Our next meeting is on the 21st November, and we have a talk by Bury Green Poultry. 
Doors open 7.45 for 8pm. Everyone welcome. Members free, non-members £3. Refreshments 
included.

Tips for the month:-
1. Continue to mow the lawn in mild spells if the grass is still growing but raise the height of 
the blades.

2.  Look after the garden wildlife as winter approaches by providing additional food and shelter.

As a regular walker of the footpaths around the Hadhams, I find myself dumbfounded 
by the selfishness of one or more dog owners on this wonderful footpath. Clearly, 
someone thinks this is an area to not tidy up after their dog on a DAILY basis! The 
beginning of the path and the parking area next to the fields with the bee hives are 
an absolute disgrace and I implore the culprit(s) to please tidy up after their dog.

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

 

WOOD 
BRIQUETTES 

      
High burn temperatures, 
Safe for wood burners, 
Very low ash content, 

Clean to handle 
 
£3 per bag collected from 

Furneux Pelham or  
£5 per bag free local 
delivery (min order 

vapplies)  
 

For more info please call  
01279 777666 or email 
janbor@btconnect.com  

 
All prices are inclusive of VAT 

charged at 5% 
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

You could have easily thought that you had stepped in to the wrong era 
recently, as Willow Class had a re-enactment day for World War 11 at Braintree 
Museum and Maple Class literally travelled back in time, on the Royal Steam 
Train, to experience life as a Victorian at the Colne Valley Victorian Special.  
Nothing like learning from first-hand experiences!

We are holding two Open Mornings for our Early Years on Tuesday 14th and 
Saturday 18th November from 10-12noon, so any prospective new parents 
out there are most welcome to come along and see us in action.

Date for the diary – Our Christmas Bazaar is on Sunday 3rd December this 
year, so do come and join in the festive spirit!

Thank you for your continued support.

Liz Stockley, headteacher

Little Hadham 
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils 
aged 3-11 years.  

On-site care provision from 
7.45am to 6.30pm

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children 

flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Nature Notes:  September – october 2017         Jonathan Forgham

Last night (17th Oct) Wendy, David, Samantha and myself attended an award 
ceremony at County Hall.  This was organised by CPRE (Campaign for the 
Protection of Rural England.) Sam and David had very kindly nominated me 
for The Peterkin Award.  This goes to a Herts resident who has “made an 
outstanding contribution to the rural environment.”  I am hugely touched to 
have been nominated and, whilst I did not receive the award, I think we can 
put forward a good nomination next year for a Community Award based on the 
work done in Millennium Wood.  The recipient of the Peterkin Award was fully 
deserving of the accolade, so congratulations to Les.

As some of you may have noticed, Nature 
Notes has broadened its reach as I now write 
a fortnightly column for the Bishop’s Stortford 
Independent, our new local newspaper. This 
means I visit a new site every other week to 
report upon my findings.  I have been lucky 

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd   1 16/08/2016   08:01

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please 
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll 
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent. 

 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in 
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.  
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored. 

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING

• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES

• PACKAGING DESIGN

• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS

• TYPESETTING

• WEB DESIGN

• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

professional friendly local designer

Looking for a Graphic Designer? 
Contact me via my online portfolio: 

www.annemwright.com  

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN
w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m

continued on page 14
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry mardell

An old friend of mine, who has Alzheimers , recently fell backwards down the stairs, 
somsaulted twice and landed in a heap at the bottom.  Mindful of the fact you 
must be extra careful when trying to move a person following such an accident, 
and also that you must not give pain killers before a trained medic has arrived, the 
family tried to calm him as best they could.  Repeated calls to 999 were made, but 
no ambulance arrived.  Three hours later, one finally made it to the home.  As the 
paramedic said, it was Friday night and they had all been busy coping with those 
who had imbibed too well.
That makes my blood boil.  Why should the overstretched NHS have to cope with 
people who, by their own admission, drink too much?  And if ambulances and 
hospitals are used, then I think those same folk should pay for the services they 
have used.

We have recently returned from a long weekend in Budapest. Unfortunately I 
couldn’t cope with their money, which I am putting down to old age.  Everything 
ended in loads of zeros and I spent the whole time offering either too small or too 
large a note for the purchase.  On reflection it doesn’t seem too difficult - £3 is 
roughly 1,000 Hungarian forints, called HUFs,  but the sheer volume of 000s on 
the end of even a tiny purchase totally confused me!  So much so that I eventually 
handed over my dosh to hubby, who seemed much better at the whole thing! And 
yes, they do take euros, but all the change is given in HUF, so at the end of the 
weekend I left what appeared to be a great mound of ‘hufs’ for the chambermaid 
(what an ancient title that is!)… but it was probably  very little!

If ever you go there and you are offered a glass of locally brewed  herb liqueur 
called  Unicum, I suggest you give it a miss.  Being real tourists, we bought a bottle.  
Phew, it must surely do you good - because it tastes vile!

         APPLE MAc    

REPAiRs                UPGRADEs

     sERvicE                 DAtA REscUE        

inks  iPhonEs

clocktower

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU

01376 340579

www.clocktower.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 

J.Marshall Pest Solutions Ltd 
 
For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe 
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution 
 
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc 
Locally based 
Please call John on 07725 415826 or  
01279 844956 
Email: marshallj68@me.com 
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member  
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Amici Cantate
Bishop’s Stortford based choir, Amici Cantate, is delighted to be performing again in the 
beautiful setting of All Saints’ Church, Hockerill following their joint concert there with 
Cantate last year.  On Saturday, 11 November the choir will present “A CONCERT OF 
REMEMBRANCE” in support of The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

The moving programme will include a full performance of “THE ARMED MAN” by Karl 
Jenkins. Amici Cantate will be joined for this concert by fabulous professional soloist, 
Olivia Barry, young singers from the local area including Summercroft Primary School 
and Dunmow St. Mary’s Primary School as well as a dazzling line-up of amazing 
professional musicians in the form of the Amici Cantate Chamber Orchestra!  This is 
the fifth time Amici has performed with local young singers for charity, over the last 
five years, and the choir has raised over £10,000 in that time for the various worthy 
causes it supports.

The choir is delighted to be performing in support of The Royal British Legion. This is 
going to be a very special evening indeed so please come along and help us to raise 
the roof of All Saints’ Church and raise as much as possible for The Poppy Appeal!
Fore more information please see poster on p13, or Amici Cantate’s website: 

http://www.amicicantate.org.uk/

Tel: 01279 507956  Email: info@epicasia.co.uk
www.epicasia.co.uk

Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups

Put the everyday to one side – it’s your  
  time to explore, dream and discover
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Down at the doctor’s    dr Paul haimes

On 14th October we ran a flu clinic at Much Hadham Health Centre and collectively gave 
just under 400 vaccinations during the morning.  Congratulations to all involved, which 
didn’t include Yours Truly as I had only just escaped from the Isle of Wight!!  We still have 
plenty of Flu vaccines left so, if you are eligible, please ring to book an appointment (or 
to request a home visit if you are housebound) We are also offering the Pneumonia and 
Shingles vaccines so please enquire at reception if you are interested.

On 5th October there was a meeting of the Patient Participation Group (PPG) at the 
Health Centre which was very well attended. Once again, however, I was conspicuous 
by my absence because I had my usual afternoon clinic at St Elizabeths but Dr Oates 
was there.  A number of issues were discussed and the minutes will be available on our 
website by the time you read this but I would like to mention a couple of things.  The PPG 
have devised a Healthy Eating Initiative which involves information, plus example recipes, 
on our website and a planned cookery demonstration in the New Year.  I would also like 
to mention the monthly friendship lunch held on the last Sunday of every month at the 
sports ground Pavilion.  This is organised by Claire Uwins, along with her team of volunteers, 
and is aimed at those who are on their own, bereaved and looking for friendship: it is an 
extremely worthwhile cause and very well attended so why not give it a try? I’m assured 
that it’s NOT speed dating!! 

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application

Locally based just call, 
John on 07725415826

www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Coming soon

12

What’s on in November    in the Village hall unless otherwise stated

12

Sunday 29th October: Millennium Wood 
Work Party 10 - 12.00.

5 Sun, Leaf Mining Hunt for families in 
the Millennium Wood 11.00 - 1pm.

7 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. We use the 
main hall so there is plenty of space, and 
there is also a hearing loop installed for 
the hard of hearing.  Please come and let 
the Councillors know what you would like 
to see happen in our village, and listen 
to the work being carried out.  Parish 
Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803 
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com  
Parish Council Website can be accessed 
via http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

11 Sat,  Amici Cantate presents: 
A Concert of Remembrance, featuring 
The Armed Man by Karl Jenkins.  7pm 
at All Saints’ Church, Hockerill, Bishop’s 
Stortford, CM23 2DY.  Adult: £12, Child 
(under 16): £6  Family ticket (available 
in advance of the concert day): £25 (2 
Adults & 2 Children under 16)Ticketsfrom 
Amici Ticket Secretary on 01279 506773 
email tickets@amicicantate.org.uk, 
online at https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
amicicantate. Proceeds will go to the 
Poppy Appeal.

12 Sun, LH Antiques Fair, 9.30 - 4pm 
Admission £1, free with advert on page 
15.  Refreshments aailable.

12 Sun,  ‘Littlebury’: the screening of a 
compilation by Lizzie Sanders who was 
a major player in the publication of the 
excellent Littlebury parish history.  There is 
more information at http://saffronscreen.

com/littlebury/  .

14 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. The 
Blue Cross will come along and give a talk 
about this great animal charity...do come 
along, everyone is welcome

16 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, 12.30 
- 1.45pm, rear of Village Hall.  Please 
come and join us for soup and a roll, tea 
and coffee and much more.  No booking 
required and no set fee just a donation.  
We would love to see you.

21 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 8pm. A talk 
by Bury Green Poultry. Doors open 7.45 
for 8pm. Members free, non-members 
£3. Refreshments included.  Everyone 
welcome. 

22 Wed, Village Hall Management 
Committee AGM, 8pm in the Committee 
Room.  See poster on page 13.

25 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

25 Sat, Garden Club Supper, 7.00 for 
7.30pm.  Contact Karin on 771532 for 
details.

26 Sun, Millennium Wood Work Party 
10am - 12noon.

3 Dec, LH School Christmas Bazaar

11 Dec, Hadham’s History Soc, Social 
Evening, 8:00pm .Green Room, Much 
Hadham Village Hall. where we bring food 
and drinks to share.
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Little Hadham Village Hall Management Committee
will be holding the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
on Wednesday, 22nd November, 2017

at 8.00 p.m. in the Committee Room at the Village Hall.
All residents of the village are invited to attend to hear about events
in the past year, future plans for refurbishment/rebuilding of the Hall

and to make suggestions for the running of the Hall.
The Village Hall is a charity, run by volunteers for the benefit

of the village and its inhabitants.

13

Gardener wanted weekly 

for Little Hadham, for 

keeping the g
arden tidy, 

occasional mowing (mowers 

provided).  Hours flexible.  

Please call 077
11 058691.

ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION POPPY APPEAL

I am looking for someone 
to go door-to-door in the 
Bury Green area selling 
poppies in support of the 
annual Poppy Appeal.  A 
resident of Bury Green 
would be preferable, but 
certainly not essential.  If 
you can help in this very 
worthwhile cause, please 
get in touch with Frank 

Green - tel. 771532 - 
as soon as possible.

www.amicicantate.org.uk 

A CONCERT OF 
REMEMBRANCE 

Featuring 

THE ARMED MAN 
by Karl Jenkins 

Amici Cantate Presents 

John Tripp 

Olivia Barry 

Graham Instrall 

Michael Smith 

With the Amici Cantate Chamber 
Orchestra & young singers from the 

local area including pupils from        
Dunmow St Mary’s Primary School &        

Summercroft Primary School  

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, HOCKERILL  

BISHOP’S STORTFORD, CM23 2DY 

SATURDAY 11 NOVEMBER 

TIME: 7PM 

TICKETS: £12/£6 

£25 Family tickets available in  

advance of the concert day 

CONDUCTOR 

MEZZO SOPRANO 

PERCUSSIONIST 

ORGANIST 

Tickets are available by phone 01279 506773 or email 
tickets@amicicantate.org.uk or online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/amicicantate. Please note the 
reduced price is for under 16s only. 

Proceeds from the concert will go to the Poppy Appeal. 

Amici Charity Number: 1149824 British Legion Charity Number: 219279 
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Nature Notes, continued from page 8

enough to discover a rarity at the two sites I have visited so far : a green 
emerald damselfly at Thorley Wash Reserve and last week a pair of clouded 
yellow butterflies around Wickham Hall.  Later on in November the column will 
be based on Little Hadham, so look out for this.

Locally, I have spent time searching around Hadham Hall, Westland Green 
and Alder Wood as well as Millennium Wood.  Local birds are now in winter 
mode, with coal tits and goldcrests flocking together so as to keep warm on 
the colder nights.  Goldcrest shown on page 8.  Local tawny owls, especially 
around Hadham Ford are being particularly vociferous at present as they begin 
establishing territories and start their courtship.  A Barn owl was noted in 
Chapel Lane on 15th and the first fieldfares of the autumn were noted on 
the 18th, heading south in a small flock whilst also overhead, skylarks are on 
the move.  A wheatear was observed near Hadham Hall, heading towards 
sub-Saharan Africa from upland moorland in Britain, Iceland or even Greenland.  
As I set off to set up a moth trap near Bury Green on the evening of 8th, I 
counted in excess of 200 golden plover heading towards Stocking Wood.  These 

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
PACE ELECTRIC GATES 

 
 
 
 
 

    1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow 
             Essex, CM18 6LY 

 
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of 

manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing. 
 
 Including video intercom entry systems.  

 
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings. 

 
 Builders Steelwork.  

 
    

Free quotations with            
no obligation 

 
 

Tel: 01279 635525 
email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk 

 

continued on page 15
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Nature Notes, continued from page 14

may well be roosting on ploughed fields locally.  Also noted on the night of 26th 
September, a badger wandering along the lane in Pig’s Green.  All wonderful 
to observe.

Several nights with the moth trap have produced several new for my parish 
records, including a Large wainscot (12th Oct) and Orange sallow (15th) 
These 2 additions take the total of moths identified within Little Hadham to 
an amazing 705 species.  Now is the time to check leaves for evidence of 
micro moth caterpillars and so I am planning a search of Millennium Wood on 
Sunday 5th Nov.  All welcome, advice will be given before you and the children 
head off to find leaves that have been eaten by caterpillars. I shall be handing 
out a brief guide to help all to perhaps identify the mines in the leaf to specific 
species.  Just turn up at 11a.m. with wellies, a few carrier bags, a pencil and 
a few post-it notes.  Over the last few years we have found many species 
this way and the children have had loads of fun searching for the evidence.  
Photo here of a very common leaf mine, found on just about every bramble 

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its 
wide range of quality antiques, 

jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass, 
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday Nov 12
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1
Free on production of this advert

Refreshments & Hot meals 
available

Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate, 
O.P.I., Bare Minerals, 
Shellac & St Tropez

A WIDE RANGE OF 
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH 

MEN & WOMEN

38 High Street • Buntingford 
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122

www.touchofglamour.co.uk

Beauty Salon

continued on page 16
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Nature Notes, continued from page 15

bush.  The egg is laid on the leaf and 
the caterpillar munches its way into the 
leaf, living between the layers, where it 
eats its way around, leaving a tunnel or 
mine that, as can be seen, increases in 
width as the larva increases in size.

Away from the parish, I led a walk for 
a group of birders from South Leicester 
Bird Club around Amwell Reserve near 

Stansted Abbotts.  A glorious day with over 50 birds species noted along with 
dragonflies, crayfish and plenty of flowering plants.

As always, I am eager to receive records of any wildlife seen in the parish 
and always happy to identify creatures readers may see.  A photo will usually 
be enough to identify the suspect. Don Gibson very kindly emails jforgham@
hotmail.com with moths for identification, always happy to see these.  Many 
thanks.  Also, all local and not so local nature news can be found at https://
littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk

•	 LIGHT	SUSSEX	CHICKENS
•	 PEKIN	BANTAMS
•	 MINIATURE	SILKIES

Claudia	Audley
07796	531071

info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The	Bury,	Bury	Green
Little	Hadham,	Herts

SG11	2HE
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Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan is progressing slowly but we have almost finished the Character 
Assessments for the village and the photographs for these now need to be chosen from 
the ones taken by the Steering Group throughout the summer.  These will be inserted into 
the text to enhance and identify special properties, views and village assets. 
 After the call for sites, our Chairman, Cllr. Will Wright has now sent these to an 
independent company for analysis and he will be receiving their report shortly.  Whilst 
Little Hadham is a category 2 village in the East Herts District Plan and does not need 
to find any housing sites, preferences for a very small number of housing plots may be 
written into the Neighbourhood Plan to safeguard important areas of the village.  East 
Herts Council’s proposed District Plan is currently being inspected by an independent 
Examiner appointed by the Secretary of State under the National Planning Policy 
Framework and your Neighbourhood Plan will come under scrutiny when it is completed.  
There will be a referendum and you, the village, will be able to have your say before it 
goes before the Examiner.

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to 

present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.

VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks

References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

Your	  local	  service	  	  
provider	  for	  liquid	  	  
waste	  removal:	  
• 	  Cesspits	  
• 	  Sep7c	  tanks	  
• 	  Klargesters	  	  
• Bio	  disks	  

Tel:	  01279	  504638	  	  Fax:	  01279	  506433	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

LTH	  Waste	  Removal	  

Tel: 0800 112 3062,  01371 871871

LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL

CARPET  &  UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01279-776012

07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with 

a main agency
Contact Tony on

Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com

www.hadhamagaservices.com
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Little Hadham Cricket Club    neil oxborrow

With a wet September causing the cancellation of a number of matches, Little Hadham’s 
penultimate game of the season was a home fixture against Perivale Phoenicians who travelled 
up from Harrow in North West London.

Batting first Hadham scored 147 all out with Ward making 81 ably supported by David 
Wheatley 21 and Paul Mason-Smith 19. In reply Perivale were reduced to 29 for 6 thanks 
to superb bowling from Arif Rubel 4 wickets for 37 runs and Sean Pack 3 for 24. Thereafter, 
partnerships of 54 for the seventh wicket and an unbeaten stand of 44 for the ninth edged 
Perivale to victory by two wickets.

The last game of the season (played on the second Sunday in October- delayed by one week 
due to the weather) was the annual Ron Oxborrow Memorial cup match against local rivals 
Albury.  Little Hadham batted first and were reduced to 29 for three mainly due to a fine spell 
of bowling by Josh Wheatley taking 2 wickets for 22 runs from his seven overs. Hadham then 
rallied thanks to a partnership of 130 between David Wheatley (69) and Paul Mason-Smith 
(56) before Dean O’Toole took 3 quick wickets for 23 runs to end the home side’s innings on 
179 for 7, off their 35 overs.  In their reply Albury lost wickets at regular intervals and with 
only Keith Wheatley (27) and Mark Jolley (14) reaching double figures were all out for 59. The 
result meant Little Hadham won the trophy for only the third time out of the 11 occasions it 
has been played.

If you are interested in playing cricket for your village team next season then please contact 
either Ron Bunce on 01279 771641 or Alan South 01279 651603 after 7pm please.

Village IT Services 
Computer Support for the  
Communities of East Herts 
 
Local Friendly Service with  
15 + Yrs Experience 

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds 
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions 
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage 
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &  
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery 
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup 
 Software & Hardware Advice 
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home 

Contact  John Felstead    Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred) 
 Mob: 07900 248284     e-mail: john@villageitservices.com  www.villageitservices.com 

RATES  
(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon) 

PRIVATE  Individuals:-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 

(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension) 
COMMERCIAL Businesses :-  
1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter 
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support 
contracts available. Please contact me for further details. 

40
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Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
Beavers
This term we have been concentrating on their skills challenge badge.  We have been doing 
obstacle courses, both with and without being blind folded.  Food that is good and bad for 
you and how to keep your teeth healthy which they have all enjoyed.  I have also given out 4 
Bronze awards which is the highest badge a Beaver can get.
Cubs
The cubs started the year with a visit from Ranger Stu. He brought along his menagerie of 
animals including an owl, skunk, meerkat and a very large snake!  All the cubs got their very 
own close encounter.  They went on to achieve their naturalist badge by developing their 
knowledge of native birds and studying our local habitats.  We are visiting the fire station in 
Bishop’s Stortford and beginning work on our air activities badge by redesigning paper planes.
Scouts
This term we have been concentrating on our Expedition Challenge Badge which includes 
risk assessing the route, planning the route, what kit we need for the expedition and food 
for the evening and the next morning. We have also started our panto for Christmas with 
the scouts, which will be great fun.

Hatfield Broad Oak          01279 718777          www.cammashall.co.uk

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce

• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food

• Children’s Play Area

• Seasonal Farm Shop

• Nature Trail

• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

A great day out for all the family!

Open Tuesday 
to Sunday  and Bank Holidays

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions  
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants •  Sweetcorn • Cherries  

• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins...  when in season
& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm 

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

The highest quality fresh produce  
in beautiful countryside surroundings

OPEN 

from
 5th

 May-
 

17th
 Decem

ber
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St Cecilia’s Church
Last month we heard how St. Cecilia’s evolved until the 1880s when the Reverend James 
Marshall Bury came along and decided the Chancel (the altar end of the Church) needed 
what would be described in today’s terms as a “make-over”.  A Petition for a Faculty 
(permission from the Bishop of St. Albans) was made when it was claimed that the 
chancel was “most unsightly” but granted despite the objections from the Vestry (the 
Parochial Church Council) and congregation who voted 5 to 1 against it.  Proposed by 
Samuel Betts, seconded by John Chapman “and agreed to, nem con” that the “Nave and 
Chancel being in a good and substantial state of repair, no alterations are desirable” and 
the Rector be “earnestly and respectfully requested to preserve the Church intact”.  The 
£5,000 necessary for the work was raised privately and the work went ahead to “reroof, 
reseat and repave the Chancel”; replace the east window and repair the others and put 
in a reredos.   A reredos is an ornamental screen behind the altar which until the 1970s 
had a rather nasty beige curtain covering it which eventually fell to pieces and was not 
replaced.  The screen was to be restored and the memorial stones to Lord Arthur Capel 
and his son, also Arthur, to be moved from the centre to each side of a newly built dais on 
which the altar stands today.   History does not record the grumblings and discontent this 
produced, and the medieval tiles were ripped up together with two flat nameless stones 
that once held brasses and the work commenced.  
Next month we shall hear the story of the Capels’ tomb … 

Tel: 01371 871871
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The Hundred Parishes      www.hundredparishes.org.uk

The Society held its annual general meeting in September, kindly hosted by 
Duxford Parish Council which is one of eighteen parish councils who are 
members of the Society.  Before the meeting, we were guided by local historian 
Jim Longstaff on a short walk around the centre of Duxford, with visits to 
its two interesting Grade I churches. (pics on page 23). If you would like to 
explore this attractive village, please consider following Hundred Parishes Walk 
number 14 which can be downloaded from the Walks section of our website, 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk . The 5-mile route starts at Great Chesterford 
Station and passes through Ickleton, Hinxton and Duxford before finishing 
at Whittlesford Station. Until last month, I was under the impression that 
Whittlesford Station was in the parish of Duxford, but our guide informed us 
that the parish boundary was changed in 2010.  Whittlesford parish, which 
lies outside the Hundred Parishes, also acquired the ancient Duxford Chapel. 
Duxford parish has retained most of its treasures including Imperial War 
Museum Duxford.

We have started to update the walk descriptions on the website by adding a 
map to each. So far, two have been completed.  We hope the additional feature 
will encourage more folk to try either the 3 miles of Walk number 3 around 
Stansted Mountfitchet or even the 10 miles of Walk number 11 which starts 
at Newport Station and finishes at Audley End Station after passing through 
Wicken Bonhunt, Clavering, Arkesden and Wendens Ambo.  I guarantee that 
you will find either route full of interest.

On Sunday 12 November, there will be a screening of “Littlebury” at Saffron Screen 
in Saffron Walden. This is a compilation by Lizzie Sanders who was a major player in 
the publication of the excellent Littlebury parish history.  There is more information 
at http://saffronscreen.com/littlebury/  .
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge
The season has now ended, as it began, with the sun shining and the bees 
busily out and about. And what a year it has been!  The colour still in the 
gardens is testimony to there having been rain as well as sunshine.  In the 
autumn, the michaelmas daisies have been particularly good, alongside vivid 
dahlias and the soft pink sedum; while the brilliant blue monkshood has been 
as tall and vibrant as we can remember. 

The weather has been good enough for us to welcome a record number of 
visitors on Open Days and required us to bake a bigger than ever range of 
cakes!  Visitors have loved our new treehouse and seeing the second half of the 
walled kitchen garden become established.  In wet weather the restored rill has 
flowed over its new flint lining.     

Badgers, bats and bees have been on display at Open Days, with experts on 
hand to answer questions.  We have found there are seven bat species in the 
Gardens.  Large numbers of butterflies and dragonflies have feasted in the 
Gardens, and we have had regular sightings of hummingbird hawk moths.  New 
information boards are now in place to tell visitors about the bats, birds and 
butterflies in the Gardens.  

So, a great year and the challenge is on for next season … contact us to get a 
copy of our calendar for 2018, full of lovely pictures of the Gardens (call 01371 
876979  or email enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk). And watch this space and log 
into our new website over the closed season to get hints of what’s coming up 
for 2018! 

Harvest Supper
Thank you to everyone who came and supported the harvest Supper 

on Saturday 14th october.  A thoroughly enjoyable evening which raised 
£430, which will be divided equally between St. Cecilia’s Church and the 
Bishop of St. Albans harvest Appeal which, this year, is supporting rural 

communities in the Philippines.  

Thank you everybody!
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 Dear Neighbours,      28th September 2017

 I am writing to let you know in the past week we have had 2 incidences of 
vandalism on our cars:  1. Thursday 21st September on our silver car whilst 
parked on the road outside of our house overnight. and 2.  Tuesday 26th 
September on our black car, again whilst parked on the road outside of our 
house overnight
The incidences have been reported to the police and we will also be contacting 
the Parish Council.  We hope that these are isolated events but please keep an 
eye out to make sure this does not become a problem.
If you see anything suspicious or have had something similar happen to you 
please could you let us know and I can pass on our crime number.   Our email 
address is dibrace@hotmail.com

many thanks,  diana and Lyndon, 13 Lloyd- Taylor Close

St John’s, duxford

St Peter’s, duxford + memorial

See The hundred Parishes 
article on page 21



There have been no entries in the Register this month

November diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is open every day, a quiet place for reflection and prayer.
At our Services, we ask for God’s blessing on everyone in our village, 

young and old who are sick, lonely or just having a difficult time.

Editor : Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails:  htfp@clocktower.co.uk
All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue

must be received by the18th of the month.  (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC) 
Little hadham Parish news is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.

Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to 
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time. 

All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671,  Karin: 771532

5 Sunday,   4th Sunday before Advent
9.15am  Family Communion at St. Andrews, Much Hadham.
11.15am  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury

12 Sunday,  3rd Sunday before Advent
9.15am  Holy Communion at St. Andrews, Much Hadham.
10.50am  Much Hadham War Memorial Service.
10.50am  Service at Little Hadham War Memorial
10.50am  Remembrance Service in St. Mary’s,  Albury.

19 Sunday,   2nd Sunday before Advent
9.15am  Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15am  Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Albury

26 Sunday,  Christ the King
9.15am   Holy Communion at St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15am  Family Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

29 Wednesday,  Midweek Communion
10.00am  Midweek Communion at St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.

Harvest Festival
Thank you once again for your generous harvest gifts which

were sent to the YMCA in Bishop’s Stortford where they 
were gratefully received.


