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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

Having been here almost a year, we’ve discovered that it’s the time of year that
we can see much more going on than usual beyond our back garden. The crops
have been growing almost unnoticed over several months but now the fields
behind us are alive with activity as all the machinery comes out to bring in the
harvest.
It’s seeing this that reminds me how thankful we should be to God for his provision
and for all those who work so hard and over such long hours to provide us with the food on
our tables. We might see the crops growing in the fields but we rarely think about the people
who work to grow and harvest them. We don’t generally know them by name but let’s thank
God for those we know and those anonymous people who work in our farming communities.
Let’s thank God, too, for all those who work in the fishing industry and those who ensure that
food reaches our shops.
It’s particularly at harvest time that our thoughts turn to those who don’t enjoy the benefits of
a good harvest. We, along with other churches and schools of our Diocese, take practical action
by participating in The Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest Appeal.
Following last year’s Bishop’s Harvest Appeal, ‘Life-giving Water’; over £63,000 was raised. This
will be used to bring clean, safe water to villages in Madagascar. It will also enable children,
often the girls, to attend school more regularly and receive a fuller education.
This year’s appeal is called ‘Full of Beans’ and will support a project in The Philippines. Through
this project, people living in rural communities are enabled to discover their natural assets
and resources, and work for a more fulfilling, healthy and hopeful future. This project has
already made a difference to those who live in the Tinglayan mountain district where they have
discovered that their soil is perfect for growing high quality beans. One mother in that area
now enjoys a generous harvest of beans, sufficient for her family to eat well and has more to
sell at market. They are now able to buy basic household items such as salt, sugar and soap.
Furthermore, her children are able to pursue their education.
This is an important aspect of our three purposes of going deeper into God, making new
disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming communities – not only our own communities but
those who benefit from the Harvest Appeal. We look forward to seeing the transformation that
‘Full of Beans’ brings to many more families and their communities.
Every blessing,

Oil Syndicate Update
Our next order for heating oil shall be submitted during the first week in September: look out
for my email reminder.
Do invite friends and neighbours to join, it’s free, we make very good savings by buying together.
Thank you, Carmela
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Parish Council News
Next Parish Council meeting will be highways-roads-and-pavements/roadworks-

and-road-closures/major-roadwork-projects/
a120-little-hadham-bypass/little-hadham-a120-bypass-and-flood-alleviationscheme.aspx

at the Village Hall on Tuesday 5th Sept 2017
at 8pm. We use the main hall so there is
plenty of space, and there is also a hearing
loop installed for the hard of hearing. Please
come and let the Councillors know what you
would like to see happen in our village, and
listen to the work being carried out.
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
Parish Council Website can be accessed via
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Further damage to the play park
The Parish Council have to report that repairs
were carried out to the gate latches to the
park at a cost of over £300 following the
last incident of damage. Sad to report that
they have been damaged yet again already
which will incur further expenditure as the
insurers require that the gates are secure. This
is affecting the budget and likely to impact
on other groups in the Parish that currently
receive funding from the Council. If you see
damage being caused please report it by
ringing 101.

A120 Bypass & Flood Alleviation
Scheme There will be further information
in relation to the compulsory purchase of land
and the impact that the construction will have
on footpaths. All documents can be seen here
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/

QUALITY
KITCHEN
FACELIFTS

Brighten up your kitchen
EST.

1999

Before

®

• Huge choice of doors worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps

PLEASE CALL:

• Made to measure custom-built
doors and units

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk

• Save £1000s with a makeover
• Installed by local skilled tradesman
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01920 463302
dreamdoors.co.uk
Visit our showroom:
Units 3 & 5, Star Street, Ware,
Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
Ken MacDonald from 100 Parishes gave an insightful talk at our August meeting. There are
many beautiful villages to visit almost a stone’s throw away from Little Hadham, for more info...
visit: www.hundredparishes.org.uk. On Tuesday 12 September we shall welcome Iris Dedman
from Much Hadham who is giving a talk and presentation in respect of her work with Michael
O’Connell, the fabric artist. This promises to be an exciting talk, so please do make the effort
to come along. Everyone is most welcome.
Thank you for you support, Carmela, Binnie & Sue

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Our regular monthly meetings are starting again from 19th September. This month’s talk
is about ‘Copped Hall & Gardens’. Doors open 7.45pm for 8.00pm. Everyone welcome.
Members free, non-members £3, refreshments included.

Tips for the month:1. Lift, divide and replant congested clumps of perennials such as Achilleas, once they have
finished flowering.
2. Collect ripe seeds from your favourite flowers, dry and store in labelled envelopes, ready to
sow in Spring.
3. Remove conical spent flowers from dahlias.
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

Following a recent meeting of our Jack May Trust Fund I would like to thank all the
trustees for their input over the last year. During that time, the trust has paid for a new
ECG machine, four new pulse oximeters (for measuring blood oxygen concentrations)
a new vaccine fridge for the Hunsdon branch surgery and a new ceiling-mounted
light in the nurse’s treatment room. Following a suggestion from a patient, it was
also agreed to fund two new raised chairs in the waiting room for those with mobility
problems. Some of the trustees have changed in the last 12 months so please have a
look on our website for more information.
The 2017/2018 Flu jabs should be with us in the third week of September and our
first Saturday morning vaccination clinic will be on 14th October. If you are eligible
please ring to book your appointment with the nurse, or in one of our Saturday
sessions, from mid-September onwards (preferably not before 18th as we need to
secure the stock first)
I hope you all had a good summer and are prepared for the inevitable back to school
“cough and cold season” that is September! Once again, many thanks to all those that
have continued to send us messages of good will and congratulations. following publication
of the most recent patient satisfaction survey; all of our staff greatly appreciate it.

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its
wide range of quality antiques,
jewellery, Victoriana, china, glass,
pictures, prints and lots more.

Sunday Sept 10
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1

Tel: 01371 871871

Free on production of this advert
Refreshments & Hot meals
available

5

TALKING BOWLS …or something
Gerry Packer is to blame. He set the wheels in motion by introducing pyjama type kit into
cricket. Whilst club and local cricket is still played in traditional whites (for those villages lucky
enough to have a club) that is not the case with bowls. Sweaty and coloured T shirts are now
the norm whilst we Much Hadham men stand supremely traditional with cool white cotton
shirts and club tie - removed when it is hot ( the tie not the shirt). Welwyn Garden City, our
opponents in the semi-final of the Ranson Cup - yes folks our best performance for years
having dispatched Bishop’s Stortford in the previous round - have taken the shirt colours to the
extreme with gold, red, yellow and blue emblazoned all over and not a dot of white to be seen.
Artistically it looks okay but so do some tattoos, but not everybody wants one! This Cup game
consists of 2 teams from each club, one at home and the other away, played simultaneously
with the total score deciding the victor. Our home team took the lead from the start and never
gave it up, winning by 4 shots, which would have been 10 shots but for an excellent last wood
from WGC skip which picked up the jack and followed it into the ditch - the 3 shots we were
holding, turned with a single wood, to 3 shots for them. None-the-less, an excellent win and
headlines of “rural reigns” and “white is cool” were flashing through our minds but would we
rue those last end lost shots? As it turned out it made no difference; the call came through and
the day was lost. The away team had been slaughtered by a team with an average age of 25
years - so much for the myth that bowls is for the old! So all you younger Hadhamites, time to
step forward and start the process to challenge those ’townie’ young bucks. Pop into to see us
on a Wednesday evening (from 6 pm) or, if you have a free Wednesday morning come along
at 10.30 am for our pay and play session (£2.50 for non-members) and give it a try. All age
groups are welcome - just bring flat shoes. 			
See you there then, Jack
N ayPE M ber
O m 5th ecem
fro 7th D
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A great day out for all the family!
• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce
• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food
• Children’s Play Area

Open Tuesday
to Sunday
and Bank Holidays

• Seasonal Farm Shop
• Nature Trail
• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries
• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm
The highest quality fresh produce
in beautiful countryside surroundings
Hatfield Broad Oak

01279 718777

www.cammashall.co.uk

Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT
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Little Hadham Cricket Club 			

Neil Oxborrow

On a very damp showery day towards the end of July, Little Hadham made their first ever
visit to Clavering CC. Batting first Little Hadham found scoring runs quite slow in the very
soft conditions finally reaching 164 with David Wheatley scoring 47 and Neil Oxborrow 38.
In reply Clavering put on over 100 before the loss of the first wicket and despite losing 5
wickets in all (with Alan South taking 3 for 11) they eventually ran out the winners with 5
overs and 5 wickets to spare. The first week of August meant a short visit to Great Canfield,
with the home side batting first and being reduced to 89 for 7. However, the tail wagged for
Canfield eventually finishing on 199 for 9 wickets with Neil Oxborrow, David Wheatley and
Paul Mason-Smith each taking 2 wickets for Hadham. In reply Hadham always struggled to
keep up with the required rate eventually ending on 137 all out, thereby losing by 62 runs, with
Syfal Islam scoring 45. The following week meant a home game for the return visit of Great
Canfield who this time batted first and amassed a huge 239 for 8, with Peter Hanks the pick
of the Hadham bowlers taking 3 for 27. Hadham started the reply steadily and with 20 overs
to go required a rate of 8 an over to win. However, the opening partnership of Syfal Islam (116)
and Neil Oxborrow (54) put on 171 for the first wicket and despite losing four further wickets
Hadham eventually won the game with 4 balls to spare. Little Hadham Cricket Club has been
playing cricket in the village for over 70 years but like many local organisations needs new
members in order to continue for a further 70. The club plays only friendly matches mainly on
Sundays and welcomes players of all abilities and ages – from 12 to 80+. If you are interested
in playing cricket, just watching or supporting us in some way then please contact either Ron
Bunce on 01279 771641 or Alan South 01279 651603 after 7pm please. Fixtures on P11.

CLOCKTOWER

Little Hadham
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Apple Mac sales
Repairs
Service
Data rescue
Upgrades

Excellent opportunities for pupils
aged 3-11 years.
On-site care provision from
7.45am to 6.30pm

Jute House
85a Bradford Street
Bocking, CM7 9AU

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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River Ash catchment meeting
Widford was the host for the second River Ash catchment meeting on 14th June. This brought
together interested parties that wish to preserve and improve on the quality of the water as well
as ensuring there is a plentiful supply for the various forms of wildlife that rely on this. Speakers
included Tim Hill the conservation officer for the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust (HMWT), David
Johnson the living Rivers Officer for the HMWT, Nicholas Buxton the land owner for the river from
Widford to its confluence with the Lea at Amwell, Mr Karapanos a Hydrogeologist with Affinity
water, Janine Wignall the HMWT river champion for the River Ash and Robin Cole the Coordinator
for the Anglers Riverfly Monitoring initiative (ARMI). The Water Framework Directive was set up in
2003. In 2007 it became a European directive to ensure water quality. Serious pollution incidents
can occur in our watercourses, spelling disaster for river ecology. Regular monitoring is the best way
of identifying such incidents early and enabling a rapid response. The ARMI was set up in order to
address this.
The Angler’s Riverfly Monitoring Initiative (ARMI) was launched by the Riverfly Partnership in 2007
to enable anglers and other interested groups to actively monitor and protect their local rivers.
It helps rivers to be monitored more widely and at greater frequency than is possible by the
Environment Agency alone.
The ARMI monitoring technique involves pairs of volunteers taking 3-minute kick samples from
the river bed each month, and recording the presence and abundance of eight pollution-sensitive
invertebrate groups. The focus of the sampling is on ‘riverflies’ - mayflies, stoneflies and caddisflies.
If invertebrate numbers drop below expected levels the Environment Agency are informed and will
continued on page 10

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

all treework
hedges
stump removal
seasoned logs
wood chippings

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

kindling
free estimates
fully insured

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Nature Notes: July /August 2017.

Jonathan Forgham

This period of recording (July 18th –
August 18th) began with me in Sri
Lanka where I managed to find some
time for some local birdwatching as
well as spending time replanting
denuded rainforests north of Galle.
Here, plenty of wildlife including
the Sri Lankan giant squirrel (shown here,) several snake species,
scorpions, fruit bats and many colourful bird species. Also, managed
a night of mothing. Excellent time. Upon returning home I spent evenings running the moth
trap at several sites around the parish, including Westland Green and Stocking Wood. The nights
remained cool but I still managed to trap several new species for my parish records. These were
Yarrow pug, Least yellow underwing and Bordered pug. By the 30th July I had trapped 6000
moths for the year and by 17th August this had risen to 7000. On the 2nd August I trapped a
small micro moth Yponomeuta plumbella which was my 400th species for the year. My parish
records now show I have identified 700 species within the parish since June 2011. Still quite
a few to find. Another new moth for my records was a garden tiger, once common but now
declining rapidly in number. This is partly due to climate change as over the last 20 years or so
we have experienced warmer Januarys than Februarys. This change in temperature means the

continued on page 15

Put the everyday to one side – it’s your
time to explore, dream and discover

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application
Locally based just call,
John on 07725415826
www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups
Tel: 01279 507956 Email: info@epicasia.co.uk

www.epicasia.co.uk
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River Ash catchment meeting, continued from page 8
take action to investigate the suspected pollution incident. The Riverfly data held by each river group
will also allow for long-term changes to be identified, and the regular presence of volunteers on the
river will discourage potential polluters.
David detailed the projects that have been carried out since the last catchment meeting in 2014.
This included the removal of trees on the south side of the river to allow more light. Research
suggests a 30%/70% vegetation cover is ideal to improve the oxygen levels in the water. Deep
areas of the river are often left shaded as this is where the fish are likely to congregate and they
prefer shade. Some of the felled trees have been fixed (deflectors) in the rivers course to narrow
the channel in order to speed up the flow of water.
The outfall from the sewage works was discussed and although this is not indicating poorer water
quality it was suggested that this may be warm water that would affect the trout in the river. As
a chalk stream the water would be expected to be around 10º; trout suffer at 20º and die at 25º.
The water temperature is always taken during river fly monitoring so it would be easy to monitor
this aspect.
Weirs are being removed along the river to allow for better fish movement.Their removal should also
speed up the flow of the river which is good for all riverfly species. Before their removal investigations
will be carried out to ensure that this will not lead to flooding downstream in times of high rainfall

Targets for the future:
Discover which properties along the Ash have a septic tank or klargester that may feed into the
River Ash. Ensure that the klargesters are in good working order and that the outfall is not polluting

continued on page 21
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Funding round for grants is open
East Herts Council is pleased to announce that its Community Grants Programme 17/18
is now open. We are accepting applications for grants up to £8,000 to help community/
voluntary groups and not-for-profit organisations deliver projects or activities that will improve
residents’ health and wellbeing. The funding could be used to pay for building works, green
space improvements and sports or play equipment as well as operational costs associated
with running an activity (e.g. hire costs, publicity materials, training for volunteers etc)
Young people between the ages of 11 to 18 can apply to a themed fund around performance
to excellence in sport.
The application process and criteria has changed, so please go to www.eastherts.gov.uk/grants
for details. The deadline for applications is Monday, 2 October 2017.

SEPTEMBER CRICKET FIXTURES
Sunday 3rd
Reed			Away 1.00
Sunday 10th TBA				1.00
Saturday 16th Hockerill		
Home 1.00
Sunday 17th Thorley		
Home 1.00
Sunday 24th Nazeing Common Home 1.00

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

HANNAH  WATSON

CHINESE  
MEDICINE

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883

MUCH  HADHAM

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

IVF,    FERTILITY
  PREGNANCY  SUPPORT  
&    GYNECOLOGY  
SPECIALIST

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

07534  545  041
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What’s on in September
3 Sun, Garden Club Autumn Show, Open
to the public at 2.30pm. Home-made
refreshments available.
5 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. We use the
main hall so there is plenty of space, and
there is also a hearing loop installed for
the hard of hearing. Please come and let
the Councillors know what you would like
to see happen in our village.
9 Sat, Annual Fun Dog Show, Stanndon
and Puckeridge Community Ventre,
Station Road, Puckeridge.1-5pm. See
poster on next page.
10 Sun, Teddy Bears’ Picnic and Parachute
Jump. See front page for details.
11 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm:
Green Room, Much Hadham Village
Hall. “A recent find” by Mark Landon
who has previously given very interesting
presentations to the society, on a number
of archaeological topics.
12 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm. Iris
Dedman will speak of her work with the
fabric artist, Michael O’Connell. More
details on page 4
14 Thur, Open Rehearsal, Bishop’s
Stortford Choral Society. Full details on
page 20.
17 Sun, Apple Day, the Gardens of Easton
Lodge. See article on page 14.
19 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 8pm. A talk
on ‘Copped Hall & Gardens.’ Everyone
welcome. More details on page 4.
21 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, at 12.30
in the Village Hall. Come and enjoy great
company and good food. No need to

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

book and no fixed price; donations only.
Look forward to seeing you there.
23 Sat, Messy Church, 4.30pm, Hadham
Cross Congregational Church. Go to page
23 for pictures.
28 Fri, Whist Drive All drives commence
7:30 pm (doors open by 7:15pm) on the
last thursday of the month, We’ve been
going in the village since the 1950s, and
all of our profits go to support the Village
Hall. Further info can be obtained at
our website www.whistdrive.org.uk. If you
would like to learn to play whist contact
Mrs Ross Barron on 771694.
30 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.
The food is fairly priced, local, fresh and
you can meet the farmer/grower. What
more could you ask for on your doorstep!
Come on, give us a try if you haven’t been
before.
30 Sat, LH Cricket Club Quiz, 7.30 for
8pm. See poster on next page. for full
details. Always a popular quiz.

Coming soon
18 Oct, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm,:
Little Hadham Village Hall. ”The Green
Tye and Perry Green WW1 Centenary
Project” by Jeremy Browne and William
Bird.
28 Oct, Panto Group Quiz See full details
on the noticeboard on page13.
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NOTICEBOARD

Pantomime Group Quiz.
( Great success last Year )

28th October 7.30 for 8 start
£10 per person
Cheese/paté platter with asst. breads supper
Bring your own glasses & drinks.

Raffle
Ring Eileen on 01279771426 or
e-mail lhbooths@gmail.com
to book a table.
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News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge
Hasn’t July been wet! The rain held off until the afternoon on our World War II open day, so
visitors had time to see exhibits about the Little Easton airfield, RAF and WRAF and other
airfields in the wider area; and enjoy the classic songs from Perfect Vintage. They also enjoyed
record quantities of bacon or cheese rolls and homemade cake!
Our fingers are crossed for a sunny Indian summer, in particular for our Apple Day on 17
September. We will be joined by Bishop’s Stortford Ukelele Band and will have apple activities
in the walled kitchen garden. There, the new fruit trees, grass and box hedging have flourished
with all the rain. Our next restoration jobs are to complete the paths with new tiles, made
by Bulmer Brick and Tiles to match our originals, and to finish the box and lavender edges.
We have been working hard to keep down the weeds amongst the vegetable, herb and
flower borders. It has been a good year for soft fruit and we will next be picking and jamming
mulberries and damsons for our tombola stall. The East of England Apple and Orchards
Association and Uttlesford Beekeepers will also join us on Apple Day. So we hope to see you
there…gates open as usual from 11.30 to last entry 4.30pm.
As we extend the restored areas in the gardens and welcome more visitors our challenges in
maintaining our work increases – so please do consider joining our happy band of volunteers
– gardening or helping at open days. Contact us through our website www.eastonlodge.co.uk;
Facebook page ; or on 01371 876979.

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN

PACE ELECTRIC GATES

w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING
• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES
• PACKAGING DESIGN
1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow
Essex, CM18 6LY

• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS
• TYPESETTING

 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of
manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing.

• WEB DESIGN

 Including video intercom entry systems.

• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings.
 Builders Steelwork.

professional friendly local designer

Free quotations with
no obligation

Looking for a Graphic Designer?
Contact me via my online portfolio:

Tel: 01279 635525

www.annemwright.com

email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 9

pupae fail to develop. Also, winter flailing of hedges leaves the centre of the hedge open to more
extreme conditions of frost whereas the old method of hedge laying left the bottom of the hedge
fully sheltered from frost and rain.
August is a time when birds begin to become more apparent following their post breeding moult.
It is also a time when migration begins to take place, with summer visitors starting to head south
whilst others begin to reappear from their breeding grounds. Gulls, mainly herring, black headed
and lesser black backed can be noted heading north up the Ash Valley in the morning and
returning south just before dusk to their regular roosting sites, probably Amwell Nature Reserve
and Harlow.
All the harvesting going on around the parish has attracted birds of prey, especially buzzards
and red kites. These circle overhead, waiting for rodents to make themselves known as they are
disturbed by the combine. One field near the town had 4 red kites, 2 kestrels and 6 common
buzzards over it on the 9th August. Now is the time to check the higher ground of the parish,
particularly the golf course, where wheatears and ring ouzels may drop in on migration from the
moors and mountains of Northern Britain. Also, any ponds with mud may attract green and
common sandpipers whilst overhead swifts, swallows and martins will begin to be seen in large
numbers. Often with these will be a small falcon, a hobby. This feeds on the martins so it will follow
the large flocks of these, waiting for one to show signs of weakness.
Over the last 3 years a pair of hobbies has bred in a local wood. The young will now be fledged
but still call to their parents for food. These can be heard over Bury Green and Cradle End
continued on page 21

Beauty Salon
www.touchofglamour.co.uk

A WIDE RANGE OF
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH
MEN & WOMEN
Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate,
O.P.I., Bare Minerals,
Shellac & St Tropez
38 High Street • Buntingford
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122
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“Miss Pye and Mr Barber” was the unusual topic
selected by Helen Gibson for her July presentation.
Ursula Pye lived nearly all of her long life on the
Hadham Road in Stortford, dying there in 1996 aged
93. She is commemorated in a window in St Michael’s church and in a display at the Rhodes
museum, where a vast number of Miss Pye’s collection of her own and her father’s memorabilia
is displayed. Miss Pye’s father, a P&O liner Captain, died when she was 3 years old, and she, like
many in similar circumstances, dedicated her life to looking after her mother. She was intelligent,
but because of her mother’s wishes declined to attend Oxford University and broke off her
engagement to Leonard Wiggs, a forestry officer. To compensate whilst living at home, she spent
a lot of time in social and intellectual activities in London and also took an external London
degree. Despite her domestic contraints she was adventurous and went on one of the first flights
across the channel. She did extensive research on Dr Samuel Johnson, famous for his “Dictionary
of the English Language”, and his valet, ex-slave Francis Barber, who came to England as a young
boy with his owner Richard Bathurst, a close friend of Johnson. In 1752 Johnson’s wife died and
distraut, he took Barber on as his valet. Johnson had high regard for Francis and in 1768, enrolled
him at a Bishop’s Stortford school located near St Michael’s church, to be educated and to enable
him to return as a missionary to the West Indies. Francis failed to fulfil this dream, but did assist
Johnson in his later work. A faithful servant to the end, he was Johnson’s residual heir and, with
the inheritance, moved to a rented property in Lichfield, Johnson’s birthplace. He opened a small
shop but his inheritance didn’t last and the shop and Johnson memorabilia were sold off. Francis
married and some of his descendants still live in the Lichfield area. Helen’s talk was given, as
usual, with her very wide knowledge and enthusiasm for her subject and was much appreciated.
The talk gave very interesting snapshots of life in the 18th and early 20th century.

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123

•
•
•

Hadham AGA Services Ltd

LIGHT SUSSEX CHICKENS
PEKIN BANTAMS
MINIATURE SILKIES

For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on
Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com
www.hadhamagaservices.com

Claudia Audley
07796 531071
info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The Bury, Bury Green
Little Hadham, Herts
SG11 2HE
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The Hundred Parishes			

Tricia Moxey, Trustee

Trees are an essential part of what makes the landscape of the Hundred Parishes so distinctive,
as silhouettes on the horizon or adding to the pleasing appearance of a garden, tree-lined street
or churchyard. Trees enhance our lives, they frame a view, produce oxygen and give shelter from
excessive sun or wind. They absorb carbon dioxide, help reduce flood risk and provide fuel and
timber. Certain species furnish us with fruits or nuts and all support various forms of wildlife. In
the year 1217, the Charter of the Forest recognized the importance of woodland when King
Henry III re-established the right of free men to forage for food and to graze their animals. The
Woodland Trust is leading a project to highlight the importance of trees today through a new
ten-point Charter for Trees, Woods and People. This is intended to guide UK policy and practice
and will be launched on 6th November 2017, the 800th anniversary of the Charter of the Forest.
I encourage you to review and, hopefully, sign up to the Charter via the website www.treecharter.
uk. Since 1217, our countryside has experienced many changes, driven by fluctuations in climate,
the requirements of a rising population and economic necessity. 90% of the UK’s current timber
requirement is imported but some is produced in woods within the Hundred Parishes, some
managed by the Woodland Trust or the Wildlife Trust and open to the public. The What’s On page
of the Hundred Parishes website includes opportunities to participate in woodland conservation
activities. One way to appreciate trees is to take a leisurely walk in the local countryside. There
are a number of suggested routes on our website, whilst Hatfield Forest, run by the National Trust,
has some 2 square miles of ancient forest to explore.
www..hundredparishes.org.uk.

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to
present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.
VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks
References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

Herts & Essex
Hot Tubs
01279 776 254
Relax & Recuperate with
family and friends in a
luxury Hot Tub.
SPECIAL OFFERS Available
NOW!

J. M arshall

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com

See our website for further details
www.hertsandessexhottubs.co.uk

RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew

East Herts District Plan reaches crucial stage - Examination
in Public August 14 2017 - An independent government inspector is set to
conduct an Examination in Public (EiP) of East Herts Council’s District Plan the next important stage towards the Plan’s final adoption. The District Plan
sets out where homes and related infrastructure will go in the district until 2033. During the
EiP the inspector will consider the plan in detail and will determine who is invited to participate
in the process. The EiP takes place in the council chamber at Wallfields, Pegs Lane, Hertford
SG13 8EQ. The current timetable sees the EiP starting on Tuesday October 3 at 10am. During
the first two weeks, the inspector will consider general matters including housing, infrastructure,
employment and retail and the Green Belt. The sessions are open for anyone to attend.

Considering your options, why not consider an apprenticeship at HCC?
An apprenticeship programme is a fixed term contract which provides experience in
the workplace with dedicated support and an opportunity to gain qualifications, up to a
postgraduate degree, whilst receiving a salary. Find out more today, visit http://bit.ly/2w5cdf4.

Get active this autumn with Herts Health Walks
Hertfordshire Health Walks are an accredited part of England’s largest network of short walks,
Walking for Health, which aims to help more people lead an active lifestyle. Getting active
can be difficult, but we’re here to help. Our group walks are led by friendly, trained volunteers
who are on hand to provide encouragement and support. The walks are short and over easy
terrain, lasting between 20 minutes and 90 minutes, and are open to all. In the last year
continued on next page

Village IT Services
Computer Support for the
Communities of East Herts
Local Friendly Service with
15 + Yrs Experience
 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup
 Software & Hardware Advice
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home

40

RATES

(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon)

PRIVATE Individuals:1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension)
COMMERCIAL Businesses :1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support
contracts available. Please contact me for further details.

Contact John Felstead Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred)
Mob: 07900 248284
e-mail: john@villageitservices.com
www.villageitservices.com
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Message from your County Councillor, continued.
over 3,400 people have enjoyed Health Walks; many of our walkers and volunteers have
succeeded in losing weight and improving their blood pressure. The walks have also given them
the opportunity to meet new people and improve their mental wellbeing Further information
can be obtained by calling 01992 588433, emailing healthwalks.cms@hertfordshire.gov.uk or
by following @hertshealthwalk on Twitter. Many libraries, GP surgeries and local government
buildings hold a supply of printed programmes too.
You can also sign up for the Walking in Hertfordsire e-bulletin, to keep up to date with all of
the organised walking activities organised by CMS and its team of dedicated volunteers. Visit
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/updateme to sign up! E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

An Unknown Soldier: well almost! Mike Smith. Email, mike.s1937@gmail.com.
There are four servicemen from the Second World War named on our Village War Memorial.
One of them, Gunner 11058210 Horace Bedford, was born in 1902 in Tyttenhanger Green
near St Albans. During the war he served with the Royal Artillery in the No 178 ‘Z’ Anti-Aircraft
Battery, which fired rockets. He died on 11th May 1942, and is buried and commemorated at
the Fort Pitt Military Cemetery in Rochester. His only next of kin recorded by The Commonwealth
War Graves Commission were his parents Edward and Annie Bedford still living in St Albans.
Can anyone tell me why is he commemorated here in Little Hadham?

We insure it.
You enjoy it.

Vintage & Crafts Emporium
Unit 5E Church End Farm – SG11 2DY
Vintage, retro, shabby chic, furniture, clothing,
kitchenalia, arts & crafts. Craft supplies and craft
courses too!

www.victoriasvintage.co.uk

For more information on our Bespoke Insurance Collection, please
pop into our Ware branch or call us now on 01920 469173 and we’ll
put you in contact with your personal NFU Mutual Agent.

Opening hours:Tues – Sat
10am – 6pm

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in
England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A member of the Association of British Insurers.
For security and training purposes, telephone calls may be recorded and monitored.

Bespoke Adverts_A4.indd 1

16/08/2016 08:01
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Yarn stockist!

“Sing Bach, Mendelssohn and Chilcott with Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society this coming
season” From September 2017 to July 2018 Bishop’s Stortford Choral Society will sing Bach’s
Mass in B minor, Mendelssohn’s Elijah and some Elgar, Whitacre and Chilcott. The Choral
Society has over 80 singers but aims to expand further so it can sing the biggest choral works.
It is always open to new members and has its next open rehearsal on 14 September, at 8pm
at Water Lane United Reformed Church in Bishop’s Stortford. There is no audition for new
members so why not give it a try?
The Choral Society is going from strength to strength under the Musical Direction of Richard
Brain. It sang Handel’s Dixit Dominus and Four Coronation Anthems with the Bishop’s Stortford
Sinfonia at its July concert . Andrew Bruce, Head of Music at Bishop’s Stortford College, said he
was impressed that the Choral Society had successfully tackled such a demanding repertoire.
He said the choir’s energy and enthusiastic and compelling delivery kept the audience on the
edge of their seats to the last notes of the Dixit. He considered the Society sang the Four
Coronation Anthems with delightful contrast, ending with a fresh rendering of Zadok the Priest.
The Choral Society rehearses on Thursday evenings at the United Reform Church between
September and July, performing three concerts a year.
For more information go to: http://www.singwithbscs.org.uk/.

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.
All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists

• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s

We can tile any   space and specialise in
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if
preferred, we offer a just fit service.

services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Family businesses since 1972

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

Unit 7, Twyford Business Centre
Bishop’s Stortford herts cm23 3yt

01279 776 140
07984 136 623
www.connect-tiling.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758844 Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com
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River Ash catchment meeting, continued from page 10
the river. The ConnectRight campaign aims to prevent misconnections and raise awareness about
drainage and water pollution amongst property owners, the public and professionals.
It was noted that due to the steep topography of the land either side of the river there is a lot of silt
that is washed into the river from the fields during times of heavy rain. It was suggested that there
should be a plan to reduce this as silt covers the natural gravel bed of the river which is an ideal
habitat for the riverfly. Further information can be found on the catchment website at

http://www.riverleacatchment.org.uk/

Walking Your Dog in Public Did you know that an owner is wholly responsible for
their dog whilst out in public and that it is unlawful and a punishable offence to walk a dog in
public without a lead? In public means...on a pavement, in a park or any green public space,
in a wood, along a dedicated footpath or bridleway, on a beach, etc. Please respect other
responsible dog owners who abide by the law; please make sure your dog is on a lead at all
times when out in public. 					
Thank you, Carmela
Plant Sales We are delighted to be able to say that we raised £90 this year, selling plants
from our gate at Cradle End – almost double the usual amount. Very many thanks to all who
gave plants etc., and bought items. The money has been divided equally between three local
animal charities – Mutts in Distress in Little Hallingbury, HertsHogline and a local Bat Rescue
Group. 				
Best wishes, Venetia, Rob and Ennis.
P.S. What a lovely story of Zorro, as reported by his family last month. Quite a character and I
can see a series of The Adventures of Zorro.

Nature Notes,

continued from page 15

until late September. An insect hunting session in Millennium
Wood during the school holiday gave up several new insects for
the parish, including a rare beetle species whilst a check on the
butterfly population in Stocking Wood realised several species
that are not found anywhere else within the parish, namely White
letter hairstreak and silver washed fritillary, latter shown here.
Finally, do check any local buddleia bushes over the next month or so, especially early afternoon
on a sunny day. In with the regular butterfly species such as red admiral, comma and small
tortoiseshell, you maybe lucky enough to catch a glimpse of the migratory Painted lady butterfly
or even better still, a hummingbird hawkmoth, such as this one I managed to photo in the
garden in mid August. A moth that will have moved north, maybe
from as far away as Northern Spain. As always, thanks to those
who have forwarded photos of creatures to me for identification
or just as a matter of interest. Always happy to receive these at
jforgham@hotmail.com. Keep an eye on all things to do with
Little Hadham nature at https://littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk
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ST. CECILIA’S – YOUR CHURCH
We explained in last month’s Parish News that it was becoming increasingly difficult
for us to manage the Church financially. Briefly, the situation is as follows:We have estimated that in 2017 our average monthly costs will be £2,095 (or about
£520 per week).
These costs consist of general maintenance, insurance, electricity, water, maintaining the
churchyard, service costs, clergy and secretarial expenses; there are also one-off costs
which we incur from time to time. For example, recently we had to have an Electrical
Survey( £2766) and an Asbestos Survey( £552) carried out, both of which are legal
requirements.
This year we expect our income to be a monthly average of £1,262 (or about £315 per
week).
This comes from donations, some given regularly, others as one-offs, fees for weddings/
funerals etc., income tax recovered via the Gift Aid system and income from our savings.
We have an obvious problem in that our expenses exceed our income by about £830
per month. In recent years, we have had to use some of our limited reserves simply to
make ends meet – this, of course, reduces our income from those reserves. If this situation
persists, and we have to continue using our savings for everyday needs, the Church will not
be able to continue in its present form.
We are required to maintain this Grade 1 listed building, but as a parish, we receive no
financial support from either national or local government or any other organisation. There
has been a Church on this site for nearly a thousand years and we obviously want the
Church to continue and be there for future generations.
So, we are asking everyone in Little Hadham “Can you help us please?” If you able to help
by making a donation, hopefully on a regular basis, please get in touch with the Church
Treasurer, Frank Green, at Gouldburn Cottage, The Ford – Tel. 01279 771532.
However much you decide to give, it will be very much appreciated.
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www.clocktower.co.uk

This August we held our first Messy Church for families in our local villages.
We were delighted to welcome thirty three children and twelve adults to our tasty tea, messy
activities and fun celebration.
Our theme this month was the story of the Roman Centurion.
Some of us made mosaics, helmets, lollypop centurions and
completed an obstacle course.
Our next Messy Church is on September 23rd at 4.30pm. We
meet at Hadham Cross Congregational Church.
We would love for you to join us for fun, faith and friends on
fourth Saturdays.
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September diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is always open for you to spend some quiet time
away from the noise and rush of today. You will be warmly welcomed at our Services
where refreshments are served afterwards.
3 Sunday, 		
Trinity 12
9.15am		
Family Communion, St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15am		
Holy Communion,St. Mary’s, Albury
10 Sunday, 		
Trinity 13
9.15am		
Holy Communion, Much Hadham.
12.30–3.00pm Teddy Bears’ Picnic and short Service, St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
			All welcome!
17 Sunday, 		
Trinity 14
9.15am		
Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.30am		
Holy Communion, St. Mary’s, Albury.
24 Sunday, 		
Trinity 15
9.15am		
Holy Communion, St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham.
11.15am		
Family Communion, St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
27 Wednesday,
10.00am		
Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer,
		
St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
Why not try one of our services? There are prayers for the world and ourselves, for peace and
understanding; there are hymns, not just the ones from school but a good selection of old and
new; some quiet time, and a short talk by Rev. Steve, our Rector. It is one hour out of the busy
week which could make quite a difference to your life. Why not give it a try?			
			

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532
There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

