Little Hadham
Parish News
August 2017
IT’S SHOWTIME !
COME ON ALL YOU BUDDING GROWERS AND MAKERS
ENTER THE SHOW WITH YOUR FLOWERS,
VEGETABLES, CAKES, JAMS, CHUTNEYS AND MORE
(GET YOUR ENTRY FORM FROM KARIN 771532,
GAIL 771244, OR THE POST OFFICE)

LITTLE HADHAM & ALBURY GARDEN CLUB
AUTUMN SHOW
SUNDAY 3 SEPTEMBER
LITTLE HADHAM Village Hall
SHOW OPENS TO THE PUBLIC AT 2.30 p.m.
HOME MADE REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
Rector of Parish: Revd. Steve Bate
Rector of Braughing: Revd. Julie Gawthrope
01920 823832
01279 842609
e-mail: julie.gawthrope@ntlworld.com
e-mail: muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden

Mrs Karin Green
01279 - 771532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com
Log on to www.littlehadham.com for issues dating back to May 2006

Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

Towards the end of July, I was taking my final assemblies in school before the end
of term and hosting a Leavers’ Service in church. Children in Year 6 have now left
and are preparing to move on to their secondary schools in September. The other
children will be moving on into their new classes and they’ll be joined by new
children starting school in Reception. After they receive their exam results, there’ll
be other people preparing to continue their learning as they begin student life at
university. Meanwhile, others will have graduated and will be looking for or beginning a new job.
Learning continues through our time at school, college or university and doesn’t stop there.
Many of us will have continued to learn new things in our work – learning through new
experiences or, more formally, through continuing professional development. We all continue to
learn new things throughout our lives – we’re all learners.
Jesus said “Learn from me” and, as followers of Jesus, Christians are always learning –
deepening their experience of what it means for Jesus Christ to be at the centre of their lives
and sharing the love of God that they’ve experienced through him. Our churches are places
where Christian faith can be nurtured and can grow - places where we learn together from
Jesus Christ. It was a great joy, at the end of May, to see five of our young people confirmed
at St Albans Cathedral following their confirmation course – with more who took part in the
course to be confirmed in November. In the autumn, there will be an opportunity for children
who belong to our church family to join a First Communion course that will lead to them being
able to receive communion together with us. This is for children from around seven to eleven.
We have opportunities for people of all ages to keep on learning and growing together in
their Christian faith. I’m very much looking forward to our Advent programme – a series of
talks from invited speakers with space for prayer and reflection. These are organised by St
Andrew’s Church and our Holy Cross friends, as an expression of our ecumenical sharing, and
are provided for our whole Benefice of Albury, Little Hadham and Much Hadham. Keep an eye
open for other learning opportunities like learning from each other during the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity in January and our Lent Course in February and March. All are welcome –
you don’t have to belong to one of our churches.
Whatever your stage in learning to follow Jesus Christ we have something to offer through our
churches. Perhaps, you feel that there’s more you’d like to learn or you feel that you’d like
to deepen your own experience of the Christian faith, or even start looking into the Christian
way of life. If, after reading this, you’d like to know more do get in touch with me – I’ll be
very pleased to hear from you. You can contact me on 01279 842609, via the office at
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com or directly at rectorhightrees@btinternet.com.
Every blessing,
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Parish Council News
PCSO Steve Blanks

the road, using the SID equipment to identify
vehicles travelling in excess of 35 miles per
hour in a 30 mile zone. Volunteers will write
down the registration number, make, model
and colour of the vehicle speeding, as well
as the speed and time. At the end of these
sessions all information will be passed onto
the police, generating letters to be sent to
those speeding.
We are aware that the speed that vehicles
travel through the village is one of the
main concerns of residents. If you would
like to volunteer to join the group please
get in touch. We are also looking for a lead
volunteer who will organise monitoring
sessions, be responsible for collecting and
returning equipment and contacting the
police regarding sessions. We aim to submit
our application for the scheme by our next
meeting in September. To learn more about
the drive safe scheme please look online.
To volunteer contact the Parish Council:
clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
or 07773 437551
http://www.hertscommissioner.org/community-drivesafe-scheme-hertfordshire

Thank you to PCSO Steve Blanks who
attended the last meeting. Steve outlined the
investigations that have taken place into the
damage to the playgrounds, and anti social
behaviour, and also reminded people to be
aware of not leaving tools in their van as
these have been a target for thieves recently.
He also reminded people that checks at the
A120 Traffic lights do continue into people
jumping the lights and using their mobile
phones whilst driving. Police can be contacted
via 101, or if it’s an emergency then 999. If
you have a question for Steve he can also be
contacted via email on stephen.blanks@herts.
pnn.police.uk

Footpath The footpath between the

Village Hall and The Smithy has become very
overgrown with nettles and weeds, causing
walkers and pushchairs to have to use the
grass verge. This has also been difficult due to
the amount of dog mess left behind by some
dog owners even though there is an available
dog bin on the path. The Parish Council has
had the section next to the playground cut
back as they are responsible for that. However
there is no funding for work to be done Parish Council The next meeting will be
elsewhere and the respective landowners are at the Village Hall on Tuesday 5th Sept 2017
encouraged to cut back their areas.
at 8pm. We do not meet in August. We use
the main hall so there is plenty of space, and
Drive safe scheme
The Chair of the Parish Council has been there is also a hearing loop installed for the
working with local residents to consider how hard of hearing. Please come and let the
we can tackle the issue of speeding within the Councillors know what you would like to see
Parish and is now looking to establish a group happen in our village, and listen to the work
of volunteers to run a DriveSafe scheme in being carried out.
Little Hadham, a scheme which has been Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803
successful in nearby areas. Volunteers will, or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
after training, monitor traffic from the side of Parish Council Website can be accessed via
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Another year comes to an end! Our Y6 children blew us away in their recent production of
‘Olivia’ and we were very proud of their achievements in some super KS2 SATs results- true
stars- we will miss them! We said farewell to Mrs Bradshaw and Mrs Wood at the end of term
and wish them both well in their future ventures.
In September, we welcome Mrs Laura Whittet in to Maple Class, teaching with Ms Penning,
and hope that she soon feels part of the Little Hadham Team.
Thank you for your all your support over the past year and have a great summer!
Liz Stockley, Headteacher

Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

I was brought up in a home where children ‘should be seen and not heard’. This was all due to
an over strict father who made my life a mini hell. I was not particularly clever ( unlike my big
sister) nor was I good at sport ( unlike my big sister). So I was, in his eyes I suppose, a failure.
When I flew through my driving test at 16 and bought myself a 50cc scooter, he grudgingly
admitted that was quite good. Then a year ( and one accident later) when I passed my driving
test, he bought me a second hand car. At last, life was good. Unfortunately the gear box was
faulty and it was impossible to get the car out of third gear. I reported this to my father, who
continued on page 8
immediately blew his top about how ungrateful I was.

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists
We can tile any   space and specialise in
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if
preferred, we offer a just fit service.

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

01279 776 140
07984 136 623
www.connect-tiling.co.uk
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Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
Beavers have been doing their cook’s badge they have made omelettes and all of them tried
it too which I am very proud of them for doing. We took 8 of the beavers to camp where they
did a lot of activities which resulted in them getting their camp craft badge and slept under
canvas for the first time, a lot of fun was had by all. We have also been doing the experiment
badge we have been dissolving lots of different things in hot and cold water and next week we
have our water fight for the last week of term.
Cubs. Challenge, skills, fun and teamwork have been the cubs’ theme this month. Our camp
sees us teaming up with Great Amwell cubs to complete a series of base challenges from
backwoods cooking to pioneering. Cubs have been learning their clove hitches and reef knots
and having fun erecting tents. We had a fun time wobble boarding on the lake at ESSA on a
truly idyllic summer’s evening. The leaders are looking forward to planning a new programme
for September with lots of fun, exciting challenges for all.
Scouts have had a very foody term we have been making box ovens (one went up in
smoke!) and have been making ice cream. We have been to an activity centre and took part
in 4 activities including Segways and last night we had our end of term water fight early as we
are off out next week to join up with 1st Sawbridgeworth for a BBQ and games for the end of
term. We also had our AGM and annual BBQ for parents children and visitors and I wish to
thank, Hopleys cafe, The Bull, The Nag’s Head, Great Hadham Golf Club, Ash Valley Golf Club,
TuttiFrutti Beauty, Benefit PT, Just Walking the Dog and David Calvert Photography for their
generous auction donations.
QUALITY
KITCHEN
FACELIFTS

Brighten up your kitchen
EST.

1999

Before

®

• Huge choice of doors worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps

PLEASE CALL:

• Made to measure custom-built
doors and units

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk

• Save £1000s with a makeover
• Installed by local skilled tradesman

01920 463302
dreamdoors.co.uk
Visit our showroom:
Units 3 & 5, Star Street, Ware,
Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA
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Nature Notes: June / July 2017

Jonathan Forgham

Part 1. The warm summer weather continues as I write part one of my Nature Notes on
11th July. With these good temperatures come plenty of insects, whilst many birds are now
hard to find as they will be having their post breeding moult. This is where they shed the worn
feathers, all battered and tired from nesting and grow a whole new set. Many birds take to
hedgerows to hide as they lose their feathers. In their place, my interest moves on to dragon
and damselflies, butterflies and more moths.
The period of recording (18th June – 11th July) began with a North Norfolk visit on the
19th. In temps touching 34ºC I wandered around Cley,
Titchwell and Holme Reserves, noting good birds at all
three sites. Here, a redshank keeping an eye on its
youngster from the roof of a hide at Cley. Back home,
I had run a moth trap at Pig’s Green and in amongst
a haul of over 80 moths, I noted one I was not familiar
with. Even more puzzling, I couldn’t find it in any of my
field guides. Photos were sent to mothing friends and
eventually it was identified as a Niditinea strioella, a
first record for Herts. A good find, indeed.
A moth night in Stocking Wood gave up 2 new parish records in a catch of 230 moths of
continued on page 7

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.
All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced
• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s
services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Family businesses since 1972

40

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd
Unit 7, Twyford Business Centre
Bishop’s Stortford herts cm23 3yt

Tel: 01279 758844 Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 6

64 species, whilst at home on the 22nd I trapped 136 moths of 64 species. All due to high
temperatures and overcast skies.
On 7th July two friends and I ran 4 traps in Millennium Wood, taking over 320 moths of 103
species in less than 3 hours. Included were 5 new for my parish records. Very busy as I had
another 140 in the garden trap to identify upon my return at 1.30am.
Moth totals now up to over 5500 identified of a staggering 380 species. This is 3000 more
than last year at the beginning of July.
On 26th June, I ran a Bio Blitz day for families in Millennium Wood. We caught and released
over 65 species of insect, including good numbers of ringlet butterfly, an emperor dragonfly,
plenty of crickets and many bugs. Great fun. On Friday 30th June I led a party of birdwatchers
from RSPB Broxbourne Group around paths in the east of the parish. Not too much on offer as
we walked from 7pm until 9.30pm, but we did get to see many early flying insects along with
listening to blackcaps, garden warblers, whitethroats and other song birds.
The reason Nature Notes is in 2 sections is that I am due to fly off to Sri Lanka this evening, so
the 2nd part will be forwarded from Galle, where I shall be doing some birding and mothing in
rain forests, but primarily helping at an education centre several of us have established. Here, I
shall be teaching English to children from poor families and orphanages as well as taking them
out to plant trees in rainforests and hopefully establish a turtle hatchery on the coast near
Galle. Details in Part 2. on page 10.

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on
Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com
www.hadhamagaservices.com

Tel: 01371 871871
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Rural Ramblings, continued from page 4
The car was returned from whence it came, and I got out all my savings and bought myself a
very old Austin 7. That was when my passion for cars really began. I really can’t remember
what colour it was when I bought it, but one hot and sunny summer’s day I bought some bright
yellow paint and painted it all over, complete with thousands of little black ‘thunderbugs’.
I was in my very first job as a trainee journalist which meant I had to go to London every day,
so I took the ‘Yellow Peril’, as I had named it, and off I went! Suffice to say that when a London
bus and I collided at the Elephant and Castle, the bus came off worse! Those Austin 7s were
really well made!
I had a Mini Traveller by the time I left home and was in digs in Kent. It wasn’t very reliable
and I couldn’t afford to pay for a full AA breakdown service. In those days I was OK if I broke
down, but not for home start. So I used to push said Mini out of the garage, cruise down the
hill, and then call the AA. It worked a dream many times and the AA men were all my friends!
Various cars followed, a Mini pick up (useful as I was already involved with horses and hay!), a
bright red convertible Triumph Vitesse, a very old (but top of the range) Range Rover ( courtesy
of my son who was going to dump it!) and, for the last 18 years a Honda Prelude, which I
adore! It even surpasses my love of the convertible Merc which I bought some three years
ago… probably because I now look foolish as I try and pack my ageing limbs into what is
essentially a young person’s car!
Cars – my abiding passion – and a whole lot better than a man because you can change them
when you get fed up!
N ayPE M ber
O m 5th ecem

Village IT Services

fro 7th D
1

Computer Support for the
Communities of East Herts
Local Friendly Service with
15 + Yrs Experience

A great day out for all the family!

 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce
• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food
• Children’s Play Area

 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &

Open Tuesday
to Sunday
and Bank Holidays

• Seasonal Farm Shop
• Nature Trail

 Backup solutions and Data Recovery
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup

• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries
• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

 Software & Hardware Advice
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home

& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm

RATES

The highest quality fresh produce
in beautiful countryside surroundings

(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon)

PRIVATE Individuals:1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension)

Hatfield Broad Oak
Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

COMMERCIAL Businesses :1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support
contracts available. Please contact me for further details.

Contact John Felstead Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred)
Mob: 07900 248284
e-mail: john@villageitservices.com
www.villageitservices.com
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01279 718777

www.cammashall.co.uk

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
We have no club meeting in August, this is so you can concentrate on preparing your
entries for the show on Sunday September 3rd in Little Hadham Village Hall. The hall
will be open from 8.30 until 9.45am for you to bring in your entries and judging starts
at 10.00. To find out how you did against the competition, or just to come and see the
wonderful array of entries the hall will open again at 2.30 pm and prize giving is at 3.15.
There will be wonderful homemade refreshments available. See you there.

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
We had a super time at our July Summer Supper: thirty five of us enjoyed supper whilst
chatting and laughing together. Wonderful...just how a village social club should be...thank
you everyone for your support; it really means a lot when good numbers get involved.
On Tuesday 8th of August we shall welcome Jim MacDonald he will be giving a talk on
The One Hundred Parishes (including Little Hadham) which surround our parish.... please
come to what promises to be a very interesting talk. May I express grateful thanks to my
daughter who helped out at our supper - Thank you Suzie, you are my rock. May I also
say a huge Thankyou to Binnie & Sue - I could not do this without you both. Thank you
everyone for your support.						
Carmela

Beauty Salon
www.touchofglamour.co.uk

A WIDE RANGE OF
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH
MEN & WOMEN

•
•
•

Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate,
O.P.I., Bare Minerals,
Shellac & St Tropez

LIGHT SUSSEX CHICKENS
PEKIN BANTAMS
MINIATURE SILKIES

Claudia Audley
07796 531071
info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The Bury, Bury Green
Little Hadham, Herts
SG11 2HE

38 High Street • Buntingford
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122
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Nature Notes,

Part 2, from our Foreign Correspondent

Part 2 comes from Galle, south western Sri Lanka where I am involved in tree planting
in rain forest areas and leading classes for poor children from local villages to help them
with their English. Having been in dense rainforests I have managed to see plenty of birds,
3 new Sri Lankan species for me. Butterflies are everywhere as are, in the forest, snakes,
leeches and mosquitoes! Today I took 2 groups of enthusiastic teenagers into an area that
used to be rainforest, then cut down to make a tea plantation and when that finished in
1978, was planted with pine trees. A totally non-native species. Today we planted endemic
mango trees that offer food to monkeys, birds and, in time, nest
holes for snakes, geckos and frogs. Also,
butterflies and moths use the leaves as
their larval food plant.
Photos here are from my phone, so not
as sharp as I would like, but I will not
be back in time to download camera
photos before the deadline.
Here is a hermit crab. It was on the bar
one evening as a sea shell. It suddenly got up and walked away.
I actually received permission to go mothing. Here a species
continued on page 11

The Costume
Workshop

J. M arshall

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution

costume hire

hand-made originals

Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics
Pantomime

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member

and specialising in

Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to
present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.
VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks
References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

Period costumes for
adults and children to
wear on educational
trips and in history
lessons
open by arrangement
01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham
www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 10

yet to be identified. Also,
whilst at a friend’s house for
dinner one night, found this
Oleander hawk moth on the
washing machine. Right, the
view from my office!! My
last night before heading home Thursday night. Tomorrow,
train up to Colombo. Been brilliant here, could describe
the wildlife for pages!		
Cheers Jono.

Little Hadham Cricket Club 			

Neil Oxborrow

The first Sunday in June saw Little Hadham travel to Manuden. The home side batted first
scoring 210 all out with Sandeep Singh being the pick of the Hadham bowlers taking 3
wickets for 30 runs. In reply Hadham lost wickets at regular intervals eventually finishing on a
score of 145 and therefore losing by 65 runs, with Neil Oxborrow top scoring with 66 not out.
The following week Manuden made the return trip to Hadham and once again batted first;
however, on this occasion only managing to post 115 all out. Arif Rubel was the pick of the
Hadham bowling taking 4 wickets for just 18 runs off his 8 overs. In reply Hadham lost wickets
at regular intervals eventually reaching their target for the loss of 5 wickets and therefore
continued on page 16

HANNAH  WATSON

CHINESE  
MEDICINE
MUCH  HADHAM
IVF,    FERTILITY
  PREGNANCY  SUPPORT  
&    GYNECOLOGY  
SPECIALIST

07534  545  041
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What’s on in August

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

No Parish Council meeting in August
No Garden Club meeting in August.
Much Hadham Tennis Club. During school
summer hols the courts will be open for an
hour at the following times [see entries for the
7th and 16th] for under-16s to come and play
for free (open to members and non-members
of all standards):
7 Mon Much Hadham Tennis Club, 10am
- 11am (for 4–7 year olds) and 11am - 12
noon (for 8+). Rackets and balls provided
and an LTA coach on hand to offer help and
advice.
8 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm.We welcome
Jim MacDonald who will give a talk on The
Hundred Parishes (including Little Hadham)
which surround our parish. Please come to
what promises to be a very interesting talk.
11,12, Picnic at the Petite Prom Details on
page 22.
16 Wed, Much Hadham Tennis Club,
10am - 11am (for 4–7 year olds) and 11am
– 12 noon (for 8+). Rackets and balls
provided and an LTA coach on hand to offer
help and advice.
16 Wed, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm
Little Hadham Village Hall. “The Masters of
Moor Place” by Cristina Harrison, curator of
the Forge Museum, Much Hadham.
17 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch 12.30 at Little
Hadham Village Hall. Come and enjoy great
company and good food No need to book
and no fixed price; donations only. Look
forward to seeing you.
31 Thur, Whist Drive, 7.30pm Last Thursday
of the month. ‘If you would like to learn to play
whist contact Mrs Ross Barron on 771694.
26 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.
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Coming soon
Sept 3 Garden Club Autumn Show See cover.
Sept 10 Teddy Bears’ Parachute Jump: .
Sept 11 History Society 8pm: Green Room,
Much Hadham Village Hall. Talk on a recent
find, by Mark Landon who has previously given
very interesting presentations to the society,
on a number of archaeological topics.
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TALKING BOWLS .......... or something
I SHALL WHISPER THIS ONLY ONCE - we have won the first round of the two knockout
competitions mentioned last month. Aston in the rinks (that’s 4 players per team) and
Sawbridgeworth in the triples were both put to the sword and by the time you read this the
next rounds will have been played. No crowing (well just a bit maybe)but fingers definitely
crossed that this could be our David v Goliath year.
Eight new members have joined so far this year which is a really good start. All are new
to bowls, are enthusiastic and we hope most at least will become increasingly active within
the Club and outside competitions. A warm welcome to them all. More new members,
experienced or otherwise are still welcome so pop in on a Wednesday evening 6pm onward
and give us ‘the once over’.
What great bowls weather we have had over the last few weeks. A bit warm in the afternoons
but evenings superb - just what this quintessential English sport deserves. Whilst most of you
were slumping out hiding from the sun, we bowlers, complete with sombrero type hats, were
having a great time and crowning it off with a cool pint, chilled wine or iced G &T afterwards –
and during in some instances. With all that activity, vitamin D and just a little alcohol it is little
wonder bowlers seem to stay healthier and live longer (must consult P.H. for his endorsement
on the health benefits!).
Talking longevity brings us round to the results of our ‘vets’ team who are now firing on all
cylinders and top of the table in the East Herts and North Essex senior’s league. Pretty good
when one considers the minimum age for the competition is just 60 and our vets’ average is
at best mid-70s!
The ladies: – teams are finding it tough going against the big town Clubs although they did
beat Buntingford in 2 recent outings. Determination has not faded and spirits are high. The
Eagles squad is our premier men’s team and in the second division of the East Herts League.
They have picked up some useful wins lately which puts them in the top half of the league
table and still aiming for better.
Meanwhile the Hawks men’s squad in the third division are, like the ladies, not finding winning
easy - so far won 1, lost 2 and drawn 5 – just need that little extra something that converts
those draws into wins. The last match against Welwyn being a case in point. What started as
a likely win suddenly turned sour when a very slightly overweight delivery from our Skip moved
the jack and turned our ‘1 down’ into ‘5 down’. Recovering from a loss of 5 shots is always
difficult but things were looking promising on the 17th and penultimate end when the Hawks
were holding 6 with the last wood still to come, but it was not to be. With the precision of a
surgeon’s scalpel Welwyn’s final wood found its way through the maze of 17 others and moved
the jack. Our 6 up dropped to 1 up and the game became beyond reach. Fortunately the
other half of the Hawks team won so the match was drawn but just 2 woods transformed
that outcome.
Oh well. as they say, what goes round comes round. Will you be coming round to ours soon?
Jack
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Further to David Perman’s May talk on Ware Priory, a group
of members visited the former Friary in June, for a guided
tour of the building arranged by David as a follow up. The
visit was held two days later than planned, so that we could
gain access to the building, furthermore, Ware Town Council imposed a security charge late in the
day. Unfortunately, these changes were made too late for inclusion in the June issue of the magazine.
Members were notified by e-mail and the details were given on our web-site, but I apologise to any
who may not have received the information. The tour brought David’s talk into perspective. The Friary
had ceased its religious function and was sold for private use in the mid 16th C. After being re-named
to Ware Priory in 1800, it was eventually given to the people of Ware in 1920. It is now a working
headquarters of Ware Town Council. The Hadsley room was a tour highlight, with its fine moulded
crown post dating to circa 1416. Its sash windows were installed by the Hadsley family in the
17th C and a pane in one of these still has original glass. The 15th C roof timbers above the
room are now hidden behind plaster work. Other rooms visited included the Entrance Hall
formerly part of the Cloister and the Council Chamber with its walls adorned with the portraits
of Ware Town Council dignitaries. The extensive work of architect George Godwin in 1849, to
make the building more suitable as a residence, was pointed out. Gothic windows were added
to give more light and emphasise the medieval character of the building. He also installed new
chimneys and fireplaces. Unusually, drawings of the original features and the modifications
were preserved and are now at Hertfordshire Archives. In the grounds, a notable feature is
the use of Pulham re-constituted stone to mimic natural stone. A very interesting tour which
enabled those attending to appreciate David’s original talk and his love of the building and
the history of Ware.
Put the everyday to one side – it’s your
time to explore, dream and discover

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application
Locally based just call,
John on 07725415826
www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups
Tel: 01279 507956 Email: info@epicasia.co.uk

www.epicasia.co.uk
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

This month, on behalf of myself and Doctors Conway and Oates, I would like to pay tribute to
all our staff for their professionalism, dedication and loyalty to Much Hadham Health Centre
and our two branch surgeries, in Hunsdon and Little Hadham.
In early July the latest patient satisfaction survey results were released and I am proud to
announce that Much Hadham came first out of 56 practices in East and North Hertfordshire.
The survey asks, for example, questions about access to and confidence in the GP/Nurse, ease
of making appointments, friendliness/helpfulness of staff and whether they would recommend
us to others. There has been a lot of great feedback from patients since the survey and one
person even brought in two large boxes of chocolates with a lovely thank you card for the staff;
I promise that I did NOT eat any of the chocolates (not with my BMI!) Many thanks to all those
patients who completed the survey in such a positive manner; if he knew who you were, I’m
sure Dr Conway would buy you all a drink!
Also, in the first week of July there was a major incident at Much Hadham Health Centre
resulting in emergency services, including the Air Ambulance, being called.
Once again, my partners and I are very proud of the way this incident was handled by all those
involved.
Finally, I would like to wish you all “happy holidays” Don’t forget the floppy hats, sun cream and
to “keep your fluids up” in the hot weather (especially the very young and old)
Watch out next month for the Flujab information!!

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN

Clean & Reliable

w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.

• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES
• PACKAGING DESIGN
• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS
• TYPESETTING
• WEB DESIGN
• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275

professional friendly local designer
Looking for a Graphic Designer?
Contact me via my online portfolio:

www.annemwright.com
15

Little Hadham Cricket Club, continued from page 11 			
winning by 5 wickets, with Neil Oxborrow scoring 30 not out and Paul Mason-Smith 24 not out.
The following week saw Saracens travel to Bury Green and batting first they scored 216 for 5
wickets, with Peter Carr taking 2 for 38 and David Barnes 2 for 45. In reply Hadham never
looked like challenging the total eventually finishing on 149 for 6 to hold out for a draw, with
Paul Mason-Smith top scoring on 48 not out. The week after saw another visit from Manuden
who this time made Little Hadham bat first. Hadham achieved 138 all out with David
Wheatley scoring 33 and Arif Rubel 24 not out. In reply Manuden slipped to 3 for the loss
of 4 wickets before rallying with a stand of 87 for the 5th wicket. Sandeep Singh then took 5
wickets for 46 runs before Manuden August Fixtures
squeezed to victory with just one Sunday 6th
Great Canfield Away 2.00
wicket to spare.
Sunday 13th
Hockerill		
Away 2.00
Little Hadham Cricket Club has Sunday 20th
Little Hallingbury Home 2.00
been playing cricket in the village Sunday 27th	Woodcutters
Home 2.00
for over 70 years but like many local Monday 28th	North Weald
Away 2.00
organisations needs new members in
order to continue for a further 70. The club plays only friendly matches, mainly on Sundays
and welcomes players of all abilities and ages from 12 to 80+. If you are interested in playing
cricket, just watching or supporting us in some way then please contact either Ron Bunce on
01279 771641 or Alan South 01279 651603 after 7pm please.

Little Hadham
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils
aged 3-11 years.
On-site care provision from
7.45am to 6.30pm
Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
for more details
A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
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Letter from Steve Blanks
I had the pleasure of meeting some of you at the recent parish council meeting
in the Village Hall, a few issues were raised one being youths on pedal cycles
riding in the road. This is very dangerous behaviour not only for the cycle rider
but also for motorist driving through the village. I have stopped and spoken to 4
males within the parish and strong words of advice have been given, also letters
are in the process of being sent home to the parents/guardians. Can I please
ask that incidents like this are reported to the Hertfordshire Constabulary
non-emergency number which is 101. This phone number is operational 24
hours a day, if it’s an emergency that number has not changesd, it’s 999.
The constabulary has also launched a new police app which is available to
download on iPhone and also from the Google play store,The app will keep you
up-to-date with all of the latest news from around the county and your district,
as well as providing details on finding your nearest police station, who your local
officers are, the latest scams to be aware of and much more.			
		
Steve Blanks 6135, Buntingford Police Station.

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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Little Hadham Conservation Society Update
Many parishioners will be aware that The Society still exists in Little Hadham, but for
those who are not aware we, the members of Little Hadham Conservation Society
would like to update and assure all parishioners that whilst we usually function quietly
in the background of village life we do also, from time to time, get involved in local
conservation matters. We sincerely hope that parishioners agree that it is a very
important that if or when conservation issues arise we do have The Society to fall back
on for help. With this in mind The Society is always ready to listen to any conservation
issues parishioners may have; from planning issues to everyday concerns relating to
village life.
In the past The Society has got involved in several matters, the most prominent one
being the threat of a site allocation for gypsy and travellers a few years ago. . .we are
very glad to report that this threat has passed and is no longer applicable. As of
today’s date The Society holds £1500 in funds which it intends to keep intact in case
of any issues arising. The Society hopes parishioners agree that village life is becoming
more and more precious and needs protecting. Parishioners are very welcome to
contact The Chair of the Society, Carmela Piccolo, with any conservation issue or for
more info: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk or 01279 898591.

Clocktower
APPLE Mac
Repairs

UPGRADES

Service

data rescue

inks

iphones

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU
01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk

all treework
hedges

LTH	
  Waste	
  Removal	
  

stump removal
seasoned logs

Your	
  local	
  service	
  	
  
provider	
  for	
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  removal:	
  
•	
  Cesspits	
  
•	
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wood chippings
kindling
free estimates
fully insured

Tel:
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504638	
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  0871871
1279	
  506433	
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The Hundred Parishes		

Ken McDonald (Secretary)

Local historian Bruce Munro showed us around the guildhall and the church, whilst Len Farren
guided us through the windmill, which also houses a museum of local artefacts. It was a most
enjoyable and informative morning. Even those who thought they knew Thaxted learned much
more. Even without a personal guide, we encourage you to visit this small, historic Essex town.
They welcome visitors with a free car park close to the centre and there are several places to eat.
Bruce encouraged us to view a short pre-war film that is now available online from the East
Anglian Film Archive at http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/957. I commend this as a wonderful
look back at life in a rural community before most of us were born. The film shows the
labour-intensive harvesting process, with a brief look at a harvest festival service conducted
by Thaxted’s famous vicar, Conrad Noel. You can, of course, read about Thaxted and Conrad
Noel on our website www.hundredparishes.org.uk where you will find introductions to all our
one hundred administrative parishes and several local people of note. Opening times for the
windmill are shown on the What’s On page. The Hundred Parishes Society is a registered charity
whose aims are to promote knowledge of the area and to encourage conservation. Through
your magazine, we are pleased to promote a fund-raising appeal to assist the restoration
of another windmill, the post mill at Great Chishill. Great Chishill Windmill Trust is seeking
full or part sponsorship for 150 new boards to be used for external cladding. Each board
costs approximately £120. If you would like to help, please visit www.greatchishillwindmill.com/
sponsor-a-board.html .
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The Adventures of Zorro
“Get a cat” everyone said, ‘they are really easy to look after,” everyone said. So we did. And
within 1 week we were all smitten, despite having declared previously ‘we are definitely not
pet people.”
We named our gregarious little kitten ‘Zorro’ as he has a black mask and a black cape. We
read all the books, researched what we needed to buy online and carted him backwards and
forwards to the A120 Vets numerous times including a trip to get him neutered as soon as
he was old enough (who would have known so many visits were needed!) But we just hadn’t
realised how individual all cats are. There is no set of rules that they all adhere to and Zorro is
certainly unique. Because it seems that Zorro actually thinks that he may be a dog! Let me
explain! We live at Hadham Hall, a beautiful place, which, unsurprisingly, is visited by many
walkers. Zorro spots a friendly face strolling through the grounds,decides to tag along with
them, and follows them all the way to their destination. This started off with short trips within
the grounds of Hadham Hall and before long he became a regular visitor at the Smits, the
Winters, the Steggals and the Sharps, miaowing at their doors to be let in. These houses are
about 400 yds away, so this is quite an adventure when you are only 3 months. Luckily our
lovely neighbours kept bringing him back to us. When he reached 6 months old, we took some
advice on whether it would be okay to leave him in order to spend a few days celebrating my
Mums 75th birthday. “Absolutely fine”, we were told, so we left him in the very capable hands
of our cat- loving neighbours.
What happened whilst we were away is now well documented! If you read the previous
edition of your Parish News, you will know that Zorro had a sleepover at Church End Farm
after following a family back there! (whilst my poor neighbour spent a sleepless night fretting
as to his whereabouts!). Our sincere thanks to Paul Collins for keeping him safe, to Jono for
posting his picture on Facebook, Ennis for her concern and the numerous other people who
contacted me to tell me of his latest escapades. We are not really a family that seeks the
limelight, but it seems that Zorro has thrown us into it! Thank goodness we live in such a close
and caring community. We thought this harrowing experience may have taught him a lesson
but unfortunately not. Last week, whilst out shopping, our neighbour rings us to say that Zorro
has followed a lady all the way home to Albury (nearly 3 miles!) and the lady very kindly had
brought him back in her car. What are we to do with him! I just hope he never attaches himself
to a group of ramblers walking the Hertfordshire Way!
I am not exactly sure why Zorro feels the desire to wonder away from home. We could not
lavish any more attention on him; he is treated like royalty! As I write this he is purring away
contentedly on my lap. He also has a best friend Harry, another kitten, who lives next door
and who knocks for him every morning at 6.30am (he really does!). They are truly inseparable!
But it seems that the name we gave him was indeed appropriate, he loves an adventure and
loves to roam! So if Zorro decides to follow you home, please, please could you call us. We live
at 6 Stable Cottages and our number is 07808 808815. We will come and pick him up from
wherever he has hiked to and will come armed with a box of chocolates to say thank you. (PS
we do not know the identity of the lovely lady from Albury so have been unable to deliver her
continued on next page
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The Adventures of Zorro, continued from page 20
chocolates, please give us a call so we can say thank you properly!)
Thank you all, The Pearts

Teddy Bears’
Picnic and Parachute
Jump.

Congratulations to John & Olivia
Elton Barratt, who celebrated their
60th Wedding Anniversary on
Sunday 23rd July.

Is your Teddy ready
for the St Cecilia’s
Teddy Bears’ Picnic &
Parachute Jump on
Sunday 10th
September? Bring
along your picnic
and enjoy some light
music from 12.30pm.
We have a very short
service at 1.15 and then
the bears start jumping
from 2.00 pm.
Registration is
£1 per Bear.

PACE ELECTRIC GATES

1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow
Essex, CM18 6LY
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of
manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing.
 Including video intercom entry systems.
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings.
 Builders Steelwork.

Free quotations with
no obligation
Tel: 01279 635525

email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk

21

St. Cecilia’s – Your Church
There is much to be grateful for at St. Cecilia’s Church. For centuries, our Parish Church has
been a spiritual home to generations of villagers and our inspirational building helps shape the
character of our village.
In recent years, the cost of maintaining the Church has become increasingly burdensome, and
if the Church is to continue to serve future generations, we are going to need the support of
the wider community. We are in the process of developing an Appeal and further details will
follow in next month’s Parish News.

Village Hall News
Plans are being drawn up for the refurbishment of the Hall, with a great deal of thought being
given to any improvements we can fit into the footprint. So much needs to be done to bring
it up to standard, hopefully one of things will be to get rid of the ants! It has been a “good
year” for them and because of the flimsy nature of the walls and poor condition of the doors
they will always find their way in. They generally only come in for food so please will hirers
sweep up after their events and meetings. Don’t forget that the Hall is only cleaned once a
week on Monday mornings and the hirers are expected to clean up after themselves: wash
and put away the crockery, cutlery and cooking utensils, bringing your own tea towels. Please
use the big brooms in the cleaning cupboard for the floors and there are plenty of brushes and
dustpans. Thank you, to those who do this, but Your Hall, Your use, Your responsibility!”

Little Hadham Recipe Book Sadly, due to the lack of response from Little Hadham
residents I will not be submitting recipes to the Parish News in future. Unless there is a massive
surge in enthusiasm it’s goodbye to the recipe book and thank you to the people that supported
me in this idea to raise funds for the Village Hall.		
Jan Williamson

PICNIC AT THE PETITE PROM
Friday 11th and Saturday 12th August 2017
Tickets £25
Doors open 6pm concert starts 7:30pm
Set under the stars in a picturesque Hadham garden, join us for a magical evening of live
classical and crossover music and song, all in aid of Isabel Hospice. Bring a picnic and a chair
and sit back and enjoy performances from professional artists in genres ranging from musical
theatre to light opera . End the evening with a 'last night of the proms' singalong and a
firework finale!
	
  
	
  

BOX OFFICE 01279 843427
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew

Get ready for summer activities There’s something for everyone
this summer, with a full range of children’s activities funded by East Herts
Council taking place for young people throughout the district. Why not
beat the boredom and get a few exciting activities for them to look forward
to in the diary now?
Activities on offer include tennis camps, dinghy lessons, fishing days, arts, crafts, drama and
lots more. Many activities are free and all have been subsidised by East Herts Council.
To see the full programme and book go to: http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/summeractivities

Rogue Trader Team report for June
There were a number of rogue trader incidents in June. In one case, following a cold call,
a consumer who was quoted £50 for some roofing work ended up paying over £5000.
The trader was due to return to the consumer’s home for yet more money, so the team
and police were waiting for him, and he was arrested when he turned up. The police are
investigating with the team’s assistance.
The team are also investigating a cold calling paving company that is cold calling using a
fake name and address, and using aggressive sales techniques.

Are you Eligible for 30 hours’ Free Childcare?
If you are a parent who is likely to be eligible for 30 hours free childcare you must apply
for your eligibility code via the Childcare Choices website by 31 August 2017.This will allow
the entitlement to start from 1 September 2017.
Please note that if you apply for an eligibility code after 31 August 2017 your entitlement
for 30 hours’ free childcare will not start until 1 January 2018. https://www.childcarechoices.
gov.uk/

Have you signed up yet? (East Herts Council)
More time-saving improvements to the online revenues and benefits self-service are
available now. As well as viewing your bills and correspondence if you register, you can
now notify them of changes of address and set up a direct debit online as well.
It’s quick and easy to sign up and once registered, it’s available to you 24/7. You’ll be
able to sort out your council tax, business rates or benefit claims at a time that’s most
convenient for you on your PC, tablet, mobile or laptop device.
More new services will be added over the coming months, so please sign up and start
saving yourself some time and effort straight away. Please help them provide a better
service by registering now at: www.eastherts.gov.uk/ehrevsbensonline - it only takes a few
minutes.
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
23

August diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is always open for you to spend some quiet time
away from the noise and rush of today. You will be warmly welcomed at our Services
where refreshments are served afterwards.
6 Sunday 			
Trinity 8
10.30am		
Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury		
			
Revd Dr S Bate / Revd J Gawthrope.
13 Sunday			
Trinity 9
10.30am		
Holy Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
			
Revd J Gawthrope / Revd Dr S Bate.
20 Sunday			
Trinity 10
10.30am		
Holy Communion with healing prayer at St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham
			
Revd Dr S Bate / Revd J Gawthrope.
27 Sunday
		
Trinity 11
9.15am		
Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
			
Revd J Gawthrope / Revd Dr S Bate
6.00pm		
Songs of Praise at St Mary’s, Braughing
			
Revd Dr S Bate / Revd J Gawthrope.
If you would like to find out more about the life of our church, please visit our website
www.standrewschurchmuchhadham.org.uk Alternatively, phone 01279 842609
or email muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532

There have been no entries in the Register this month

Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

