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Letter from the Rectory		

Revd. Steve Bate

Which major Christian festivals do you know? Perhaps Christmas, Easter and
Pentecost come to mind– perhaps Trinity Sunday too. There are plenty other
festivals in our Anglican calendar when we give thanks for the lives of particular
people and their example to us as Christians. One such festival is on 3 July when
we remember Thomas the Apostle – the same Thomas after whom our own
benefice’s church of St Thomas’ Perry Green is named.
It’s difficult to find much information about the apostles in the Bible but Thomas is someone
who appears in all four gospels. Matthew, Mark and Luke list him along with the other apostles
who had been sent out by Jesus to share his message. It’s in John’s gospel that we get to know
more about Thomas himself. He puts in his first appearance in John chapter 11 when, with
great enthusiasm, he says “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” Thomas was prepared
to follow Jesus whatever the cost, assuming that he would be killed along with Jesus if he went
back to Judea with him. This is loyal Thomas.
Later on in chapter 14, Thomas admits that he doesn’t understand what Jesus is talking about
when he says “You know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas says to Jesus “Lord,
we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus responds with a
remarkable statement of who he is and why he came: “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” This is curious Thomas.
Then there’s the occasion in chapter 20 when Thomas had missed out on meeting the risen
Jesus. The other disciples exclaimed “We have seen the Lord!” But Thomas couldn’t believe
it without seeing the evidence for himself. Because of this he’s often thought of as doubting
Thomas.
I’ve got a lot of respect for Thomas. He wasn’t gullible enough to believe anything anyone told
him. A week later, Jesus appeared to all those other disciples and Thomas. It was unmistakable.
This was Jesus. It really was him. The only thing Thomas could do was fall down and worship
him, and exclaim “My Lord and my God!” Jesus asked Thomas “Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” That’s
why John wrote his Gospel - so that those who hadn’t seen Jesus for themselves might also be
able to say of Jesus “My Lord and my God!
Perhaps you’d like to look into what evidence there is for the Christian faith and then weigh
it up. If so, why not join our next Alpha course? Alpha provides an opportunity to explore the
Christian faith in a relaxed setting over ten weeks and tackles questions like “Who is Jesus.”
You can find more details on our benefice website www.standrewschurchmuchhadham.org.uk
or you can contact me on 01279 842609 or muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com.
Steve

Oil Syndicate Update - Folks the next order for heating oil will be submitted during the
first week in July, 500 litres is the minimum order – it might be worth getting a top up if the
price is low – prices tend to rise (grrrhhh!!) as we progress into winter. It’s free to join the
syndicate and we do make very good savings by buying collectively.
Do get in touch: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk. 				
Carmela
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Parish Council News
Playgrounds

Parking,Albury Rd and Chapel Lane

Sadly this time the Parish Council have to
report that youths have been smashing glass
bottles in the playground which causes a
danger to other children. The Parish Council
has taken steps to clear the glass and has
notified the Police to pay attention to the area.
Please check the play area each time your
child uses the equipment and if there are any
problems please notify the Parish Clerk.

There have been concerns raised by residents
regarding vehicles blocking access to their
driveways and footpaths being blocked by
vehicles. A number of these are trades people
who are working on homes being extended.
If you are having works done please advise
your workers to be more considerate in their
parking.

Herts Police Mobile Phone App

The Parish Council reviewed the application
for 18 new homes to be built at Albury
Road. Comments were received from many
members of the community and the Parish
Council voted to object to the development.
The objection has been forwarded to the
planning officer at East Herts District Council.
Full details are on the website.

Housing at Albury Road

If you go to the Playstore you can now
download the Hertfordshire Police Mobile
Phone App. This enables you to report a crime
or anti-social behaviour from your phone
and a reply will be sent to you, or you can
go on the webchat and seek advice from the
Police Control Room on any policing subject,
including speeding and parking issues. It also
contains information on how to contact your
local officer and updates about some of the
good works that they carry out, and how to
receive updates on issues in your area from
the Online Watch Liaison scheme known as
OWL. There is also a link to the Victim Care
Team known as Beacon who provide free
support to victims of crime. If anyone needs
help to install the App on their phone please
let the Parish Clerk know and he will arrange
for one of the councillors to help you install it.

Next Parish Council meeting
will be at the Village Hall on Tuesday 4th
July 2017 at 8pm. We now use the main
hall so there is plenty of space, and there is
also a hearing loop installed for the hard of
hearing. Please come and let the Councillors
know what you would like to see happen in
our village, and listen to the work being carried
out.
Parish Clerk is contactable on 01279 842803
or email clerklittlehadham@gmail.com
Parish Council Website can be accessed via
http://www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Back in September 2015 forty brave Teddy Bears
parachuted from St Cecilia’s Church Tower. They enjoyed
the experience so much they have asked us to organize
another Parachute Jump so that they and their friends can
have another go. If your bear missed out last time, come
and join the veteran jumpers. Put this date in your diary:
Sunday 10th September for the great

St Cecilia’s Teddy Bears’ Picnic & Parachute Jump
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
We don’t meet in July but please don’t forget the Autumn Show on Sunday 3rd September. Get
your schedules from Karin Green (771532) or the Post Office in Little Hadham.

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
We had a very pleasant stroll through Balls Wood Nature Reserve on Tuesday the 13th of June,
perfect weather, excellent company, lots of four footed furry friends and a lovely pub at the end
of the walk provided well earned refreshments. All in all it made a smashing change to go out
together. Thank you to everyone who supported this event. On Tuesday the 11th July we shall
meet in the Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm and enjoy time together at our annual Summer Supper.
If you are interested in coming along (everyone is most welcome) I ask please that you get
in touch (latest 4th July) and reserve your meal: 07825 177322 or cam2403@hotmail.co.uk.
Thank you everyone look forward to seeing you there - 		
Carmela, Binnie & Sue

3rd Thursday Lunch
This month it is on the 20th July at the rear of the Village Hall. Come along and enjoy soup
and bread, one of Carmela’s Italian surprises,cheese, biscuits (chocolate and savoury) tea and
coffee. No need to book and no set fee, just donations. We look forward to seeing you.

QUALITY
KITCHEN
FACELIFTS

Brighten up your kitchen
EST.

1999

Before

®

• Huge choice of doors worktops,
appliances, sinks & taps

PLEASE CALL:

• Made to measure custom-built
doors and units

sg@dreamdoors.co.uk

• Save £1000s with a makeover
• Installed by local skilled tradesman
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01920 463302
dreamdoors.co.uk
Visit our showroom:
Units 3 & 5, Star Street, Ware,
Hertfordshire, SG12 7AA

Parish litter picker, Job description
To keep the pavements and roads in the Parish of Little Hadham clear of litter. In particular:
1. The working time each week is 4 hours.
2. Payment will be made once a month in arrears.
3. Currently the pay is £115.59 per month (£6.68 per hour).
4. The outline clearing rota is given below for guidance only. This will be revised after discussion with
the Clerk. The maximum time should not exceed 4 hours a week averaged over the month.
4a. Once a week: clear litter from all pavements: along the C15 from South Cottages to the traffic lights.
Albury Road from the traffic lights to the 30mph sign; the pavement along Standon Road; the
pavement along the A120 to Hadham Hall; the Ridgeway and Village Hall playgrounds; the Ridgeway
and the Lloyd-Taylor Close/Smithy roads.
4b. Once a month: Chapel Lane from the C15 to the notice board in Westland Green; Millfield Lane;
Green Street; Cradle End; Bury Green and Ford Hill.
5. The A120, except where there is a pavement, is not to be cleared.

6. The Council will provide: a ‘litter picker’, plastic bags, thick gloves, a high visibility jacket and a ‘sharps’
container.

7. Litter to be disposed of in the Village Hall litter bin.
8. Any fly tipping should be reported to the Clerk.
9. Any drugs paraphernalia, such as needles, should be left and reported to the Clerk as soon as possible.
10. At all times, the litter picker must be aware of safety on the roads and handling litter. If in doubt
consult the Clerk first.

11. The litter picker is entitled to 4 weeks’ paid leave each year.

Main dealer standards
at independent rates.
All makes & models of vehicles
MOT tested and serviced

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialists

• Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s

We can tile any   space and specialise in
ceramic, porcelain, natural stone and
mosaic tiles. We supply and fit or, if
preferred, we offer a just fit service.

services schedules – your new car’s
warranty is not affected
• Lucas-trained engineers
• Vehicle electrical problems solved
• Petrol fuel injectors
• Advanced diagnostic equipment
• Air conditioning repair/service
• Family businesses since 1972

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Please do not hesitate to contact us:

Unit 7, Twyford Business Centre
Bishop’s Stortford herts cm23 3yt

01279 776 140
07984 136 623
www.connect-tiling.co.uk

Tel: 01279 758844 Fax: 01279 758849
dedmangarage@btconnect.com
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

With just this month to go, we still have lots to look forward to before we say farewell to our
Y6 Leavers, as they prepare for Secondary School.
The older children would like to invite you to their KS2 Presentation Dress Rehearsal on
Monday 10th July at 10am, when they will be sharing with you a new musical called ‘Olivia’. It
is a modern take on Oliver Twist but involves a wealth of other Dickens’ characters, who appear
to have lost their way! Do come along and enjoy a cuppa with us!
We are also proud to share that we have just been awarded the prestigious ‘Primary Languages
Quality Mark’, not just for our commitment to speaking French whenever possible in school, but
also for all our overseas school links that we have in place. Fantastique!
The FRIENDS invite you all to the annual Summer Fayre on Sunday 2nd July from 1pm to 4pm,
where there will be lots of attractions, so please do come along and enjoy all the attractions.
Thank you for your continued support.			
Liz Stockley, Headteacher

Brownies: It has been a busy few weeks at Brownies. The girls are currently growing

potatoes and are planning to dig them up at the end of this term to see who has managed to
grow the most and which are the most unusual in shape! We have also made animals from
clay. Many of the Brownies enjoyed visiting Guides for the evening. It was a great opportunity
to find out what guides is all about. The activities the girls took part in involved lots of chocolate
which was very popular. Email - littlehadhambrownies@gmail.com
Little Hadham Brownies meet during term time at Little Hadham Village Hall on Tuesdays 3.45-5.15.

Village IT Services
Computer Support for the
Communities of East Herts
Local Friendly Service with
15 + Yrs Experience
 Fault Finding, Upgrades, Reinstallation & Rebuilds
 E-mail, Internet & Broadband Solutions
 Home, Small Business Wireless Networks & Storage
 Virus /Spyware Protection & Removal &
 Backup solutions and Data Recovery
 Scanner, Printer & Digital Camera setup
 Software & Hardware Advice
 Windows, Internet, MS Office Tuition in the home

RATES

(No call out charge within 15 miles of Hunsdon)

PRIVATE Individuals:1st Hour (or Part of) £35 then £17.50 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
(£30 per hour Concession for recipients of State Pension)
COMMERCIAL Businesses :1st Hour (or Part of) £55 then £25.00 per 1/2 Hour thereafter
Fixed Price options & Small Business or Homeworker support
contracts available. Please contact me for further details.

Contact John Felstead Tel: 01279 841145 (preferred)
Mob: 07900 248284
e-mail: john@villageitservices.com
www.villageitservices.com
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

This month I would like to start by belatedly thanking Hugh Labram for his presentation
to the Village Meeting on 16th May, on behalf of our Patient Participation Group. The
deadline for the Parish Magazines prevented me from including this last month so I am
now duty bound to buy Hugh a pint in the Bull sometime! Thanks again Hugh for your
input.
Our next locality half day closure will be on the afternoon of Thursday 13th July from
12:30pm. This enables the GPs and Nurses to meet with colleagues from neighbouring
practices for a clinical update, and also allows time for in-house staff training. These events
occur three times a year and emergency cover is provided by the CCG.
Ash Meadow was due to be closed recently in order for the many potholes to be repaired.
This was postponed at the last minute and is now due to take place from 23rd to 28th
August; over the bank holiday weekend! We are assured that there will be access to the
surgery during the times when we are open.
Finally, a plea from our reception staff. Please try to avoid ringing the surgery for non-urgent
requests (such as routine appointments, test results etc.) before 10am. The phone lines,
particularly on a Monday, are very busy between 8:30am and 10am so it would be much
appreciated if you could only telephone us between those times for appointments the
same day, urgent problems etc.

Tel: 01371 871871
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Village Hall News					 Angela Fardell
There is a broken-down car in the car park – the Police are aware of this and we can remove it
after a period of time. If you know whom this belongs to please remind them that it is private
property and we could have it towed away for scrap.
At the Management Committee’s last meeting it was agreed that something fairly drastic must
be done to bring the Hall into the 21st century. The Hall is very shabby and out-of-date and
beginning to need serious renovations. After endless discussions we decided to begin with the
structure and fabric – floors, windows, roof, insulation, sanitary ware, kitchen – the list goes on
and on. All this will be expensive and whilst we have some money set aside for refurbishment,
we will be fund-raising and looking for grants from outside. Almost everything needs up-grading
and this cannot start until we have the money in place and go out to contract. It will mean
a period of upheaval for the hirers but we think it will all be worthwhile when we can present
you with a Hall that fulfils the needs of the community. If anyone thinks they can help with
information on grants etc. please get in touch: 771697 – the Chairman will be pleased to
hear from you!

Cricket Fixtures : July
Sunday 8th
Sunday 15th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 30th

Saracens			
Manuden			
Clavering			
Farnham Harlequins

Home
Home
Away
Home

2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00

N ayPE M ber
O m 5th ecem

S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

fro 7th D
1

A great day out for all the family!

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling
Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves
Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance
22 Years’ Carpentry experience

• Pick-your-own & freshly ready-picked produce
• Tea Barn - great coffee and homemade food
• Children’s Play Area

Open Tuesday
to Sunday
and Bank Holidays

• Seasonal Farm Shop
• Nature Trail
• Maize Maze (end August to end October)

Strawberries • Gooseberries • Raspberries • Onions
• Blackberries • Blackcurrants • Sweetcorn • Cherries
• Blueberries • Sunflowers • Pumpkins... when in season

& other local produce including honey & jam from the farm
The highest quality fresh produce
in beautiful countryside surroundings
Hatfield Broad Oak
Postcode for SatNav: CM22 7JT

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices
@hotmail.co.uk
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01279 718777

www.cammashall.co.uk

Little Hadham
Neighbourhood Plan

Call for Sites
Over-development is a real risk to Little Hadham and the way to protect ourselves is for
the Neighbourhood Plan to allocate sites for development, of appropriate scale and design,
chosen by the community.
To find out what sites there are we are now conducting a Call For Sites.
Please send details if you know of or own a plot of land that could be suitable for one
or more new homes in Little Hadham. We are also interested to have suggestions come
forward for derelict and disused barns. All options will be independently assessed and
some sites will be put forward and will become part of Little Hadham’s development
planning policy via the Neighbourhood Plan.
If you want a site to be considered please send as full details as possible to
littlehadham@hotmail.com by Friday 14th July 2017.
For more information please visit our newly launched website at www. littlehadhamnp.co.uk
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Come and join our friendly club situated at Much Hadham sports ground.
All three courts have floodlighting. We would be delighted to welcome new
members - try us out on Club nights for mixed play on Wednesdays from
7pm, men’s nights on Tuesdays from 8pm or ladies mornings on Fridays from
9.15am.
Sunday 9th July 2017 from 10am: Open club morning (adults and juniors)
followed by BBQ (newcomers welcome)
Membership for juniors under the age of 18 and students in full time education ONLY £15 per year.
Contact either Sally Barra on 07981 833179/ barratribe@yahoo.co.uk or Justin Akester on
07870 688719/ justinakester@hotmail.com

School Holidays
During school summer hols the courts will be open for an hour at the following times for under
16s to come and play for free (open to members and non members of all standards):
Tuesday 25th July: 3pm - 4pm (for 4-7 year olds) and 4pm – 5pm (for 8+)
Thursday 27th July: 3pm - 4pm (for 4-7 year olds) and 4pm – 5pm (for 8+)
Monday 7th August: 10am - 11am (for 4-7 year olds) and 11am - 12 noon (for 8+)
Wednesday 16th August: 10am - 11am (for 4-7 year olds) and 11am – 12 noon (for 8+)
Rackets and balls provided and an LTA coach on hand to offer help and advice.

Little Hadham
Primary School
‘Believing and Achieving’

Excellent opportunities for pupils
aged 3-11 years.
On-site care provision from
7.45am to 6.30pm

all treework
hedges
stump removal
seasoned logs

Contact 01279 771285 or
admin@littlehadham.herts.sch.uk
for more details

wood chippings

A ‘Good’ school where children
flourish OFSTED 2014
www.littlehadham.herts.sch.uk

free estimates

kindling

fully insured
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Ware Priory so named in 1800, was actually a former
Franciscan Friary founded in 1338. It was not the
rich Bendictine Priory built nearby in the 11thC, and
demolished in 1416 by Henry V, to stop it sending
huge funds from its English estates to the mother order in France. The Greyfriars of Ware were a
minor order and lived by begging, but built a church and oratory from an existing messuage soon
after their foundation. The Friars used timber and masonry from the demolished Priory to extend
and build a much grander Friary. Timbers dated to 1416 and earlier include a fine crown post in
the current Hadsley Room, one of a number still evident in Ware. The Cloister, now the entrance
to The Hall, was an important part of the building used for entertainment and as a herb garden.
Many important guests stayed at the Friary in the period 1430-1538 when it was also a hospice.
In 1544, following the dissolution of the monasteries, it was sold by the crown as a private house
to Robert Byrch, a moneylender. Many owners since then included the Hadsley family from
1685 who put in sash windows and other improvements. About 1850, Martin Hadsley Gosselin,
commissioned architect George Godwin to make many more improvements. His dining room
is now one of the offices of Ware Council. Mr Waters lived in the building (1881-1912); his
wife survived him by 8 months when she died under suspicious circumstances. Mrs Croft, the
very rich owner of Fanhams Hall bought the property in 1913, but never lived there, giving the
property to “the People of Ware” in 1920 - leased for 999 years at 3/- per annum. East Herts
District Council took over the property in 1974, but returned it to Ware Town Council in 1979.
The freehold was obtained after a few years and it was later formally opened by the Duke of
Gloucester. The offices of Ware Town Council are at the Priory to this day. This excellent talk by
David Perman will be followed by his June guided visit.
Put the everyday to one side – it’s your
time to explore, dream and discover

Specialists in:
• Aeration
• Scarification
• Moss control
• Weed control
• Fertiliser application
Locally based just call,
John on 07725415826
www.supalawns.com
info@supalawns.com

Tailor-made holidays for individuals, couples, families and small groups
Tel: 01279 507956 Email: info@epicasia.co.uk

www.epicasia.co.uk
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What’s on in July		

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

LH & A Garden Club. We don’t meet in July
but please don’t forget the Autumn Show on
Sunday 3rd September. Schedules from Karin
Green (771532) or Little Hadham.Post Office
2 Sun, Little Hadham School Fayre, 1pm 4pm. Please come along and enjoy all the
attractions.
4 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. We now use the
main hall so there is plenty of space, and
there is also a hearing loop installed for the
hard of hearing. Please come and let the
Councillors know what you would like to see
happen in our village, and listen to the work
being carried out.
7 Fri, Moth Night, 9pm Millennium Wood.
8 Sat, Brookfest, music festival, Brook Cottage
Farm, Furneux Pelham. 2pm - 10.30pm. Full
details in June’s Parish News.
11Tue, LH & A Social Club, 7.30 for 8pm.
Annual Summer Supper. If you are interested
in coming along (everyone is most welcome)
I ask please that you get in touch (latest 4th
July) and reserve your meal: 07825 177322
or cam2403@hotmail.co.uk. Thank you
everyone, and look forward to seeing you
there.
17 Mon, Hadhams’ History Society, 8pm,
Green Room Much Hadham Village Hall. Miss

Pye and Mr Barber – well known Stortfordians
– a talk by Helen Gibson, a well known Stortford
Historian.
20 Thur, 3rd Thursday Lunch, 12.30-1.45pm,
rear of Village Hall. Come and enjoy soup
and bread, one of Carmela’s Italian surprises,
cheese, biscuits (chocolate and savoury) tea
and coffee. No need to book and no set fee,
just donations .We look forward to seeing you.
27 Thur, Whist Drive Costs £2 to play
including scorecard, tea and biscuits at interval.
Also large raffle on night. All drives commence
at 7:30 pm. If you would like to learn how
to play whist contact Mrs Ross Barron on
771694.
29 Sat, Farmers’ Market, on the last Saturday
of the month, 8.30 - 11.30am. See article on
page 21.

Coming soon
Aug 11,12, Picnic at the Petite Prom, see p13.
Aug 16, History Soc talk on Moor Place.
Sept 3 Garden Club Autumn Show
June 2018 Jurassic Coast Weekend Challenge
details on Isabel Hospice website.

LTH	
  Waste	
  Removal	
  
Your	
  local	
  service	
  	
  
provider	
  for	
  liquid	
  	
  
waste	
  removal:	
  
•	
  Cesspits	
  
•	
  Sep7c	
  tanks	
  
•	
  Klargesters	
  	
  
•Bio	
  disks	
  
Tel:
112
3062, 01371
Tel:	
  0800
01279	
  
504638	
  
	
  Fax:	
  0871871
1279	
  506433	
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Experienced Qualified BOOKKEEPER
Accounts to Trial Balance ready to
present to your Accountant.
Monthly Management Accounts.
VAT Returns
SAGE Accounts, Payroll and QuickBooks
References available
Chris Stigwood 07814 096789
chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

NOTICEBOARD
PICNIC AT THE PETITE PROM
Friday 11th and Saturday 12th August 2017
Tickets £25
Doors open 6pm concert starts 7-30pm
Set under the stars in a picturesque Hadham garden, join us for a
magical evening of live classical and crossover music and song,
all in aid of Isabel Hospice. Bring a picnic and a chair
and sit back and enjoy performances from professional artists
in genres ranging from musical theatre to light opera.
End the evening with a ‘last night of the proms’ singalong
and a firework finale!

BOX OFFICE 01279 843427

Recipe on page 21. . .
I came across this recipe on one of my many visits
around Portugal, probably in Lisbon, but maybe Peniche,
a fishing town on the west coast when I was visiting
the Isles of Berlengas in 1999 for a bird watching trip.
These are a series of rocky outcrops in the Atlantic and
accessible by boat from Peniche harbour.
It goes well with Mediterranean food such as pasta
dishes and barbeque food but especially well with
Portuguese Feijoada (kidney beans with chorizo.)
A robust Portuguese red, such as a Dao suits this salad
but also pleasing with a young, refreshing and zesty
Vinho Verde.
Good Feijoada can be had at Rustico, a splendid Madeiran
cafe/restaurant in Church Street, Stortford. Cheers!		
					Jono
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DON’T
MISS JULY
CRICKET
FIXTURES.
SEE
PAGE 8

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
The Beavers have started the cooks badge and also their experiment badge. Now
the nice weather is here we have managed to get out in the garden and play games.
We have been making chocolate rice crispy cakes and chocolate cornflake cakes a lot
of fun was had by all. We have also made a volcano with vinegar and bicarbonate of
soda which they all enjoyed doing.
The cubs have been working on skills that they will need to utilise on their camp
this month. We are joining with Great Amwell cubs to complete a series of group
challenges, similar to the Oxley Challenge. The cubs have been working on their
trail identifying, camp cooking and pioneering skills in preparation. They have also
completed lots of their own personal badge work with achievements in book reading,
chef, physical recreation, hobbies, artist and equestrian badges. Well done cubs!
The Scouts have been putting up tents, making fires and then boiling water on the
fires.
We also have been doing backwoods cooking which means cooking on fires and in the
embers to prepare for camps. We have also been doing some orienteering and have
plenty more to be done this term with more fun and games.

MICK’S CARPENTRY
& PLASTERING
SERVICES

Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing,
Coving & Rendering
undertaken. Also Doors,
Locks, Laminate Flooring,
Repairs & Refurbishments,
Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708
Mob: 07811 141275
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Nature Notes: May / June 2017.

Jonathan Forgham

Some exceptionally warm weather has meant I have managed to get out and about with both
day time wanders and night time moth trapping around the parish.
The main event, apart from a splendid camping break for a week on the Isle Of Wight, was on
Thursday 15th June, when Wendy and I set off to complete the parish boundary walk, beginning
and ending at Tesco, surprisingly, just some 800 yards from the parish boundary. We walked
clockwise around East Wood, Stocking Wood, past Bury Green towards Danebridge and then
turned west to cross the now dry River Ash to Lordship Farm,
over to Ash Valley Gold Club and up to Westland Green where
we had our picnic. From here, down to the vets, over the A120 to
Albury Wood and up to the parish church, through Hadham Hall
and returned to Tesco’s some 7.5 hours later. A wonderful walk
where I recorded: 44 bird species, 11 butterfly species, 3 dragon/
damselfly species, 62 flowering plants including 2 species of
orchid, 2 mammals and numerous bugs and beetles as well as
4 moth species. A super walk. A female blackcap shown here.
Highlights were the 2 orchids (bee orchid and pyramidal orchid)
which we found at Hadham Hall. A Hobby near East Wood chasing house martins was a good
bird to observe, as was the grey wagtail at the lagoon east of Hadham Hall. 2 species of gull
continued on page 17

Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services

PACE ELECTRIC GATES

Office: 01279 771462
Mobile: 07990 770883
• Chimney sweeping
• Stove installation
• Maintenance & repairs
• Pots & cowls fitted
• Certificates issued
• Free estimates

1 The Fairway, Bush Fair, Harlow
Essex, CM18 6LY
 Specialists in design, manufacture and installation of
manual and automated gates. Gate Servicing.
 Including video intercom entry systems.
 Staircases, balustrades, balconies and railings.

bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk
richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk

 Builders Steelwork.

Free quotations with
no obligation
Tel: 01279 635525

email:sales@pacesheetmetal.co.uk
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Litle Hadham Cricket Club, July fixtures on page 8.
The Sunday before the Spring Bank Holiday weekend saw Little Hadham Cricket Club make
the short trip to Hazel End to play Farnham Harlequins. Batting first, Hadham amassed
236 for 4 with Syfal Islam scoring 70 and Paul Mason-Smith a quick fire 32 not out. In reply
Farnham had reached 123 for 5 when one of their batsmen fell over breaking his wrist and
the game was then abandoned.
Bank Holiday Monday saw the even shorter trip to Thorley where batting first Hadham were
all out for 158. Syfal Islam again top scored with 44, with Alan South giving the main support
scoring 34. In reply Thorley were coasting to victory on 78 for no wicket when the rains came
and the match was abandoned.
A trip to Stocking Pelham was next up for a 30 over match. Hadham batted first with Syfal
Islam once again top scorer on 57 and David Wheatley chipping in with 29. However, the
score of 112 for 5 never looked enough and so it proved with Stocking Pelham reaching their
target with three wickets in hand.
Little Hadham Cricket Club has been playing cricket in the village for over 70 years but like
many local organisations needs new members in order to continue for a further 70. The club
plays only friendly matches mainly on Sundays and welcomes players of all abilities and ages –
from 12 to 80+. If you are interested in playing cricket, just watching or supporting us in some
way then please contact either Ron Bunce on 01279 771641 or Alan South 01279 651603.

AW
ANNE WRIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGN
w w w . a n n e m w r i g h t . c o m

• LOGO DESIGN & RE-BRANDING
• LEAFLETS, FLYERS, POSTERS, BROCHURES
• PACKAGING DESIGN
• BESPOKE GIFT POSTERS AND CARDS
• TYPESETTING
• WEB DESIGN
• DIGITAL & PRINTED ADVERTISING

•
•
•

professional friendly local designer

LIGHT SUSSEX CHICKENS
PEKIN BANTAMS
MINIATURE SILKIES
Claudia Audley

Looking for a Graphic Designer?
Contact me via my online portfolio:

07796 531071
info@burygreenpoultry.co.uk
The Bury, Bury Green
Little Hadham, Herts
SG11 2HE

www.annemwright.com
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 15

were noted, either ones wandering from the breeding site in Harlow, or, possible failed breeders
returning to their wintering grounds early. A report of a spotted flycatcher on eggs in Westland
Green was also good to hear. Pyramidal orchids from Hadham Hall shown below.
Whilst away, we camped on a wonderful forest site where
red squirrels could be observed on a daily basis along with
numerous Great spotted woodpeckers. A really environmentally
aware campsite.
Back home, I trekked off at night to local woods on several
occasions. On 1st June I set up the trap in Stocking Wood,
where I recorded 130 moths of 41 species, including several
new for my parish records: namely Phyllonorycter leucographella
and Bucculatrix ulmella along with 11 new species for the year.
On the 13th I took all the gear to East Wood, a bit of a hike
but certainly worth it. This is the wood between Bishop’s Park
estate and Cradle End. A very warm night meant I recorded
231 moths of 51 species, finishing the night at 3am and then checking the garden trap at
6.30am where another 86 moths of also 51 species kept me busy identifying and recording
until mid afternoon. In East Wood, I recorded 12 new for year moths whilst the garden that
continued on page 18

Superb immaculate
2 bed house
2 bathrooms, shared
pool, roof sun terrace,
and mountain views.
Situated in a quiet road
in the beautiful unspoilt
area of San Juan de los
Terreros with its superb
beaches. Swimming
pool 50m, beach, shops
and restaurants just a 5
min walk away.
Murcia Airport 1 hr.10
mins drive. With low cost flights from Stansted
every day makes it an ideal destination for a short
break or a nice long holiday.
Prices from £195.00 per week in low season.
Tel Celia 01279 503250
Mob 07826292075 sales@flockoff.co.uk. www.
sanjuanvilla.com

Beauty Salon
www.touchofglamour.co.uk

A WIDE RANGE OF
TREATMENTS FOR BOTH
MEN & WOMEN
Elemis, Murad, CACI Ultimate,
O.P.I., Bare Minerals,
Shellac & St Tropez
38 High Street • Buntingford
Herts • SG9 9AQ
T: 01763 271122
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 17

evening gave up 2 new for my parish records, a Pretty Chalk Carpet and Grapholita janthinana.
All this activity takes the totals to 2573 moths of 257 species for the year and, in total, I have
now recorded 677 moth species within Little Hadham. Should pass 700 this year with some
luck! A green silver lines moth shown here.
On Friday 7th July, myself and a few members of Herts Moth Group will be running a series of
moth traps in Millennium Wood. Lights will be on as from 9.15 and we would be very pleased
to see locals coming along to observe and perhaps help with recording and netting moths that
are attracted to torchlight. At this event I shall be
using my new toy: a bat detector. This clever bit of kit
picks up, via sensitive microphones, the echo location
sounds made by bats and turns them into audible
sound. The handpiece can be set to a specific
kilohertz wavelength and if that particular bat is
flying, we shall hear the call which will identify it to a
particular species. All clever stuff. If anyone has bats
in their garden and would like to hear them calling,
please text me 07805571551 or email jforgham@
hotmail.com and I shall be happy to pop round to
see what species you have flying around.
DAVE BAKER
Stansted

LOCAL
PROFESSIONAL
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

FENCING-PAVING,
GUTTERING, SOFFITS & FASCIAS,
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
DECORATING,
LANDSCAPING,
PORTABLE BUILDINGS
(supplied and erected)
COMPLETE DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
& REPAIR SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
Tel: 01279 815552
Mob: 07875 486480
Email:
davebakerpropmaint@gmail.com

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01279-776012
07971-786123

Clocktower
APPLE Mac
Repairs
Service

inks

UPGRADES
data rescue

iphones

85a Bradford Street, Bocking CM7 9AU
01376 340579
www.clocktower.co.uk
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The Hundred Parishes		

Ken McDonald, Secretary

Over the centuries, wealthy individuals and families have often built grand houses. In our area,
many remain, albeit that few still serve as family homes. The best-known is Audley End House
in the parish of Saffron Walden. Its splendid 17th-century architecture can be seen from the
B1383. The house, now only one third of its size when purchased by King Charles II in 1668,
is cared for today by English Heritage and should be open to the public again after July 14.
Less-known, but also visible, are the following four mansions which can be found in the far
corners of the Hundred Parishes.
In the northeast, in Steeple Bumpstead, Moyns Park was built around 1580. It is privately
owned and a mile from a public road, but it can be seen clearly and appreciated from an easy
public footpath.
In the southeast, Great Waltham is home to Langleys, a fine three-storey private house that
has been in the same family since it was built in 1719. Clearly visible from the road, it can be
viewed more closely from the Essex Way footpath, which passes the end of the drive.
In the far southwest of the Hundred Parishes, Wareside has Fanhams Hall, an 18th-century
home that was extended in the early 1900s when the Japanese gardens were created. It now
functions as a conference centre and wedding venue, whilst the grounds can be enjoyed for the
price of an afternoon tea or Sunday lunch.
In the northwest, at Aspenden, the present Aspenden Hall was built in the 19th century. Its
pristine white exterior, visible from Aspenden churchyard, hides the fact that its interior was
gutted 50 years ago and that it is now used for agricultural purposes, mainly the drying of grain.
You can read a little more about each of these interesting buildings within the parish
introductions on the Hundred Parishes website. www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Hadham AGA Services Ltd
For all your AGA needs
36 years’ experience with a main agency
Contact Tony on
Tel: 07969 850758
Email: tony@hadhamagaservices.com
www.hadhamagaservices.com
J. M arshall

Pest Solutions Ltd

For those looking for a Fast, Professional, Safe
Efficient more permanent Pest Solution
Rats and Mice, Moles, Wasps, Flies, Bed Bugs Etc
Locally based
Please call John on 07725 415826 or

01279 844956

Email: marshallj68@me.com
RSPH/BPCA Certified, NPTA member
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What’s been happening at the Forge recently?
We really enjoyed hosting and sponsoring the #DementiaFriendly
Tea Party last month, many thanks to our local Dementia
Champion Claire Uwins for organising this. It has prompted
the resurgence of our own Reminiscence Rummages (see below
#FFF) and we have a new sponsor, LMC Law, who is supporting
this work throughout the year.

What’s coming up?
#FFF Reminiscence Rummages, starting Friday 7th July 10am – 12noon (drop in)
First Fridays at The Forge (#FFF) is a free tea party for people affected by Dementia,
Alzheimer’s or loneliness and their carers. If you know someone who would benefit getting out
for a couple of hours in a safe, friendly environment let them know or maybe you are a carer
who wants some time to network with others who understand. Take some time out with a
free cuppa and a cake in our lovely bright Jean Page Room and enjoy a rummage through our
Reminiscence boxes which are full of interesting objects from yesteryear.
St Elizabeth’s Hopleys Open Garden, Sunday 16th July, 2-4pm
We are pleased to be part of the Open Garden walk to support St. Elizabeth’s. We hope to
see you visit our garden and enjoy our free exhibition while you are here!
“Hadham’s Blue Coat Boys” Exhibition, 1st April – 10th December – FREE ENTRY
This year’s exhibition is being very well received as an extra free bonus for our visitors. The
fantastic dressing up costumes and period WW1 toys are proving very popular.
VAD Volunteer Poster Trail, sponsored by Miles Kelly Publishers
The posters on our trail should all be in place by Sunday 16th July to celebrate the service
of the Voluntary Aid Detachment volunteers at the WW1 convalescent hospital at Woodham
House. Posters have been provided to the addresses of all 101 local Red Cross VAD volunteers
for display, giving details of their service. How many will you spot on your walks around the
area?
#Engaging Elizabethans
Our Tudor Lord and Lady costumes made by the very talented Megan Doyle will be going “on
Progress” to the newly refurbished Epping Forest District Museum during the summer months.
The display in their new Costume Gallery starts on 14th July.
Treasure Appeal
The museum has received donations of £200 toward our target of £950 in order to purchase
the remaining half of the Richard Maddams’ Collection. The collection comprises metal
detecting finds found at Moor Place; this acquisition will complete the museum’s ownership of
Richard’s finds and keep the collection together. We still have another 2 months to reach the
fundraising target; any donations gratefully received.
Andrew Savage, Chair, Forge Museum
T 0949 577760 E hadham.museum@btinternet.com
W www.hadhammuseum.org.uk follow us on
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Little Hadham Farmers’ Market

Brenda & Brian Kain

Have you visited the Farmers’ Market lately? Did you know we have been going for 15 years?
Times have changed but we are lucky to have some of our original stallholders: Foxholes Farm
for beef and so much more, Highbury Farm for lamb and everything associated with lamb and
Farrowby Farm for all things porky! The Old Swan Tea Shop supplies homemade bread, biscuits
and cakes and Alan Wells’ vegetables beat anything you can buy in the supermarket. Katy’s
Kitchen has the most sublime cakes and pastries, whilst Rob’s homemade seasonal soups are
the best. When in season you can’t beat Michael Craner’s soft fruit and Charles Paget-Wilkes
apples, juices and cider. Fiona’s Irish soda bread is a delight and not to be missed. Alison’s
homemade jams, marmalades and chutneys would grace any table, and she is now bringing
a selection of cheese. Our newest stallholder, Jane Judd, brings herbs and vegetable plugs all
grown from seed. Local honey is best, we are told, and Andy French is our man
We also have four craft stalls: Richard Kidger can build you anything in wood, Rich Maynard
is our local blacksmith, Alison Davidson brings us Forever Living Aloe Vera products and Carol
Francis brings her unique jewellery. Add to that a large choice of coffee beans, freshly ground
if you want. Remember that you can taste so many of these products in the freshly cooked
breakfasts that Amanda supplies.
So many markets are falling by the wayside and it is only with your support that we can
give you such a terrific choice of fresh and local food. Thank you for all your help and please
continue to join us on the last Saturday of each month from 8.30 - 11.30am
The food is so fairly priced, local, fresh and you can meet the farmer/grower. What more could
you ask for on your doorstep! Come on, give us a try if you haven’t been before - you know it
makes sense

Portuguese Butternut and Chilli sauce salad.
Ingredients:

Chop the 3 beetroots into 1 inch cubes and
place in a large salad bowl
1 large butternut squash
Chop the spring onions and add to the
6 spring onions
beetroot and stir.
3 large, cooked (not pickled) beetroot
When cold, add the butternut squash and stir
Bottle of sweet chilli sauce
well. This will give the dish superb orange and
Bunch of coriander.
red hues.
Add a generous amount of chopped coriander
Method:
Cut and peel the butternut squash and chop and stir
Pour over at least half, probably more, of the
into 1.5inch cubes.
Place cubes in boiling water and simmer until chilli sauce and place in fridge.
The salad has a vibrancy about it that is
soft, but not turning mushy.
Give it a go.
Strain the butternut squash and leave to go colourful and very fresh.
Cheers!
cold.
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Message from your County Councillor, Graham McAndrew
As your county councillor, I have been elected to represent your needs, priorities
and aspirations either as individual residents or as a wider community. Alongside
this part of my role, I work to support the county council’s current vision, goals
and challenges, which covers the full range of services delivered by the council.
The greatest challenge is to try to prioritise the often limited resources available to work to
meet the ever increasing demands. I am pleased to be back making monthly contributions to
the Parish Newsletter.
Valued Volunteers Hertfordshire County Council has hundreds of valued volunteers who
regularly give up their time, unpaid, to contribute to their community. During the first four
months of the year, Hertfordshire County Council has received more than 400 applications
from people who wish to make a difference as a volunteer. Volunteers come from all walks of
life and bring a broad range of experience to their roles. Read about Elena’s inspirational story
here ow.ly/avjP30cqJdQ #Teamherts Volunteers week was 1-7 June 2017.
East Herts Council’s Anti-Idling Awareness Campaign “Turn Your Key – Be Idle Free” was
run between June 9 – 30th in conjunction with Clean Air Day. Hertfordshire drivers were
being urged to “Turn your key, Be Idle Free” and not to leave their cars idling or “ticking
over,” especially near schools. East Herts council, who is leading the initiative, together with
Herts County Council was running a #KeepItClean campaign throughout June, aiming to
raise awareness and support National Clean Air Day which took place on Thursday June 15.
Unfortunately, I was not able to promote this earlier due to Purdah but look forward to a new
campaign leading up to next year in which we can all play our part.
Report Littering or Flytipping Dumping waste illegally can endanger people’s health
and harm the environment. Help us to prevent it by disposing of your waste responsibly and
reporting cases of littering or flytipping. If you witness flytipping taking place, please call the
police on 101 and report it as a crime in progress. If you discover flytipping or litter, please
report it to your local district council by01279 655261 or operations.admin@eastherts.gov.uk
Finally, each year I have an annual budget (£90,000 Highway Locality Budget and £10,000
Locality Budget) that can be considered for appropriate community led requests. I would
welcome new ideas for improvements around the Parish. For details please visit
www.hertsdirect.org and search for my name. County Cllr Graham McAndrew.
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk

RSPCA News

We had a bit of excitement at the end of the May Bank holiday.
At Hadham Hall it was thought that a kitten was a stray, looking very thin, crying and following
people for comfort. Paul Collins kindly kept her overnight and then returned her to the area
where she was first seen, opposite the Sworders Office. I took my cat box to see if she could be
recaptured, to initially take her to the A120 Vets and ask them to check her microchip to find her
family, but we couldn’t see her anywhere. The ladies in the Sworders office kindly agreed to keep
the cat box, in case she appeared. The story then unfolded, as apparently her family were away
for the weekend and had asked a neighbour to feed her, which I am sure they did, but it proves
that cats, as do dogs, need company and she would have been looking for them
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continued on next page

The Poppy & Evie Smile Campaign – Thank you
Following the publication of Poppy & Evie’s story in the Little Hadham Parish News and the
Much Hadham Parish Magazine I am delighted to say that we have since received a very
nice boost to our fund raising efforts. In case you missed it, Poppy & Evie are my identical
twin granddaughters. They were two years old in February. From the age of 4 months they
started to become increasingly unwell. It wasn’t until Christmas Eve 2015 that the doctors
discovered that they were suffering from a very rare form of cancer that almost exclusively
affects children - Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis (LCH). It is a ‘multi-system’ disease that can
simultaneously affect several body systems. The disease had spread extensively because it had
gone undiagnosed for so long.
To see how well Poppy & Evie are now doing and to learn more about the work of Histiocytosis
UK or simply to make a much-needed donation please visit: https://www.justgiving.com/PoppyandEvieSmileCampaign.

Letter from Paul Collins
Back in November I put a comment in the Parish News about the availability of BT Fibre in
5 months’ time i.e. around Easter 2017. Seven months later perhaps it is time for a quick
update! This is what I wrote in November:
“I see that the BT Openreach website now shows the status of the Little Hadham and
Albury telephone exchange fibre service as “coming soon”. This is shown at: https://www.
homeandwork.openreach.co.uk/when-can-i-get-fibre.aspx. Let us keep our fingers crossed that
BT is able to stick to its schedule of Easter 2017.”
Well 7 months later and the same website still shows that fibre is “coming soon”. The same
website also says:
“You can’t order a fibre service today but typically it’ll be available to your premises within the
next five months.”
A friend of mine moved to Church Langley in August 2014 and at that time the BT website
said that Fibre would be available in 3 months. However it actually took over 2 and a half
years. BT Openreach is very heavily subsidised by the tax payer for the installation of its own
fibre network; this has been controversial from the outset with many firms putting in much
cheaper bids and having them all rejected. Anyone remember the cash for questions saga?

RSPCA, continued
and following people. May I suggest that her owners might consider a companion kitten, if they
do spend time away? May I also remind everyone, if you move to another address, make sure
that you inform the company you used when your pet was microchipped. Apparently, two out
of five pets cannot be reunited with their owners, due to incorrect information.
Finally, dogs die in hot cars. Please don’t leave them in the car, even if you have opened a
window. Dogs don’t have sweat glands all over their body like humans, and their main way
of cooling down is by panting. If you do see a dog alone in a car on a warm day and are
concerned for its welfare, please alert the police by dialling 999. Thank you. Take care, Ennis
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July diary for Little Hadham and Albury
St. Cecilia’s is always open for you to spend some quiet time
away from the noise and rush of today. You will be warmly welcomed at our Services
where refreshments are served afterwards.
2 Sunday
9.15am		
11.15am		
9 Sunday
9.15am		
11.15am		
16 Sunday
9.1am		
11.15am		
23 Sunday
9.15am		
11.15am
26 Wednesday
10.00am		
30 Sunday
10.30am		

Family Communion, Much Hadham
Holy Communion, St. Mary’s, Albury
Holy Communion, Much Hadham with Children’s Church.
Holy Communion, St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
Holy Communion, Much Hadham
Family Communion, St. Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
Holy Communion, Much Hadham
Holy Communion, St. Mary’s, Albury.
Book of Common Prayer, Holy Communion, St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
SAFARI – Group Service at Stocking Pelham.

SAFARI
We are continuing our very successful Summer Services: Safari beginning at Stocking Pelham
on Sunday, 30th July. There will be a service in each church in the Ash & Quin Valleys Group
on each Sunday beginning at 10.30am (except for St. Andrew’s, Much Hadham when we
will start at 9.15am) Details of all the services will be in the August Parish News or on the
website: standrewschurchmuchhadham.org.uk/calendar

Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532
There have been no entries in the Register this month
Editor: Jan Finn, Jute House, 85a Bradford Street, Bocking Essex, CM7 9AU e-mails: htfp@ clocktower.co.uk

All articles for inclusion; sponsorship; and payment for advertising in the next issue
must be received by the18th of the month. (cheques payable to Little Hadham PCC)
Little Hadham Parish News is distributed free by St Cecilia’s church

