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Letter from the Rectory
Dear friends in Little Hadham

Football and Faith

Cover pic by Jonathan Forgham

As I write this article it is a few days after England’s 2-1 defeat by Italy in the World Cup finals
being hosted in Brazil. As usual England’s opening game was surrounded by much hype, with
the television pundits all predicting an England win, or at least a draw. During the game itself,
England fans experienced the usual range of emotions when following England: nervousness
at the start, dismay when Italy went 1-0 up, excitement when England equalised, and dismay
again when Italy went 2-1 up. And when the final whistle was blown, with Italy having won,
there was the usual agony of loosing. Yet at the same time there was also hope, that England
still had a chance of getting through to the next round.
The range of emotions gone through in supporting the England football team often mirror
those we experience in life generally. During our life we all have times of excitement and
expectation, times when things seem to be going well, but also periods of dismay and sadness
when things go wrong and turn out differently to what we had hoped for or expected. But
through this all, our Christian faith, our hope in the love of Jesus Christ for each and everyone of
us, keeps us going. Just as England fans don’t give up supporting England when they lose, as
Christians we have to hold on to our faith in the good times and the bad times. God doesn’t
promise us an easy trouble free life, but he does promise us that he will never abandon us. This
is summed up in the words of a well known football anthem: Walk on, walk on, with hope in
your heart, and you’ll never walk alone.
God Bless
Reverend Giles
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Parish Council News
A120 Bypass

prevention measures.The eastern end had been
moved to a new roundabout near the Cradle
End turning. The bypass would be half a mile
shorter as a result.” Parish News, June 2008
“The council was critical of the highways
authority for not consulting it on changes
to the route of the Little Hadham bypass
but accepted that meetings were held with
affected landowners and that the proposed
changes to the ‘tie-ins’ at either end were
made to minimise land take.” Parish News,
October 2008
Parish Assembly, April 2009: Mr Boutal of
HCC gave a presentation on the bypass and
large maps of the amended route were on
display.
You can read all the relevant references from
the Parish News and from Council minutes on
TheHadhams website.

Hertfordshire County Council is currently
progressing plans for a bypass of Little
Hadham, and have a significant amount of
information on their website www.hertsdirect.
org/services/transtreets/mts/ltbA120BP. They
report that with the bypass in place, congestion
would be removed in the village and journey
times along the A120 would be reduced,
improving the quality of life for residents. The
embankment would also serve as a flood
alleviation dam to prevent properties being
flooded by the River Ash and its tributaries.
The Local Transport Body are running a
business case consultation from Friday 23
May to Friday 15 August. They can be emailed
with any comments on the business case for
the by pass at LTB@hertfordshire.gov.uk
This is followed in the Autumn when there will
be a public consultation on the plans, prior to
Ridgeway Playground:
a planning application being submitted in the
The fence by the playground has been broken
early part of 2015.
down again and people then climb the
Changes to the Bypass Route
adjacent trees. This can be dangerous as if
Some residents have reported that they had they fall out they will most likely be injured
never been informed that the bypass route as this is by the road and they could be hit
had been changed from that chosen by most by passing traffic. The hedge has also been
residents in the 2007 public consultation. HCC broken through in places which can cause
say they distributed a document explaining irreversible damage, creating holes that young
the changes though many residents say they children could walk through into adjacent
did not receive it.
roads. The park has two gates and the hedge
Although the Parish Council was not consulted is there to help provide for the safety of those
on the changes it has taken care to keep in the park. Please would you remind your
residents informed through the Parish News children about their safety.
and Parish Assembly.
Free sand bags
Some relevant references are:
“The Council reported that the route of the The EA have donated some empty sandbags
planned Little Hadham by-pass had been that can be filled with sand, earth, etc when
changed. The western end had been moved needed. They are in batches of 30 bags. If
650m closer to the traffic lights, which would you would like some please let Cllr Graham
have the advantage of allowing for flood Pearson know at grahampearsonlhpc@gmail.

continued on page 4
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Parish Council News, continued from page 3
to apply is also on the East Herts District
Council website . Or type Flood Support
Scheme into your internet search engine.

com or call at Squirrels, next door to the
Village Hall.

Flood Repair and Renew Grant

Dog Fouling

Apply for the Repair and Renew Grant from
the Flood Support Scheme of up to £5000
per household and business. Examples
of use of the scheme were given as flood
boards, raising electric points, sand bags, or
any idea that may reduce flooding would be
considered. For a form please contact the
Land Drainage Officer Andrew Stevenson
on 01279 655261. The information on how

Following community concern at the amount
of dog fouling, ‘Please Pick Up’ stickers have
now arrived with the council and will be put
up around the parish in appropriate places.
If you would like to display a sticker on your
property boundary please get in touch.
Limited number of stickers so first come first
served.

The Village Heating Oil Syndicate - Join now and enjoy good savings on heating oil.
Our syndicate is over 100 members strong so together we are powerful! Typical prices this
year so far 54-56p per litre + 5% VAT. It’s free to join. I do all the negotiating! More info:
e-mail: cam2403@hotmail.co.uk Call: 01279 898591 (leave message, I’ll get back to you!) Thank you, Carmela
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The 5b Opposition Group
Dear Resident,
Some of you may be aware that many Little Hadham residents are collectively
objecting to the revised bypass Route 5b; specifically due to the unilateral decision by
Hertfordshire County Council to bring the Standon Road western tie-in an additional
~700metres (approx. 0.5mile) closer to Little Hadham, a distance previously described
as having an “unacceptable disruption to the affected residents.” 1
In attempting to raise awareness of this issue at recent meetings of Little Hadham
Parish Council we felt that there was confusion and some misunderstandings regarding
our objecting to Route 5b that suggested the need for clarifying our position.
This is what we stand for:
• We ARE OBJECTING to the undemocratic actions of Hertfordshire
County Council to unilaterally move the Standon Road western tie-in an
additional ~700 metres closer to Little Hadham village; maximising both
noise and light pollution for residents.
• We ARE QUESTIONING the credibility of the alleged ultimatum
Hertfordshire County Council has given Little Hadham Parish Council
regarding this proposed revision; “it is this Route 5b bypass or no bypass.”
It is clear that the issue driving the need for a bypass are the Little Hadham
traffic lights; it is not credible to think that Hertfordshire County Council can
ignore these traffic lights given the estimations of growth within the region.
• We are NOT objecting to the original bypass Route 5 – in fact many of
us voted, altruistically, for this Northern Route in 2007 in order that flood
attenuation measures could be included in the construction work. We remain
altruistic toward this cause. Re-instating Route 5 will allow for the benefits
of flood attenuation measures.
In summary - the original bypass Route 5 and the proposed revised Route 5b both
enable flood attenuation measures: BUT the revised Route 5b carries the most
‘unacceptable impact’ to Little Hadham residents.
Many residents are unaware of the bypass revisions undertaken by Hertfordshire
County Council – these changes have not been well publicised. If you are one of these
people we would very much welcome your support in objecting to Route 5b and to
the request to have the Little Hadham preferred Route 5 re-instated.
Please forward all correspondence to: 5boppositiongroup@gmail.com
1

Little Hadham Parish Council response to A120 Bypass route option consultation; Paragraph 7, April 2007

Calling for our fellow Albury Road residents to join us at the
Parish Council Meeting, on Tuesday 1st July, as we intend to
discuss the representation of our road on the Parish Council.
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War Memorial Memories 			

Mike Smith

2. Private 8665 Frederick Herbert Bayford
Frederick was born on 27th June 1889, probably in the house we now know as
Appletree Cottage in Albury Road. His widowed mother was certainly living there
in 1914, as her name appears as the tenant in a deed of conveyance when Miss
Susan Minet purchased the two cottages. His parents were both born locally; John on
27th February 1847 and Betsy (Elizabeth) on 18th July 1849. The 1891 census records
John as working as a Miller’s Carman, probably for William Thrift, at the nearby mill. Sadly
he died on 18th March 1892, aged
only 45, as a result of accidentally
falling from his cart.
Initially, Frederick “worked on the
Sponsored by Mullucks Wells Es tate Agents
buildings” but in the autumn of
1906 he enlisted while in Bishop’s
Stortford as Private 8665 with the
1st Battalion of the Bedfordshire
Regiment, engaged in Garrison
Duties, and based at Mullingar in
Enjoy the unique and varied gardens in the picturesque
Ireland. On mobilisation they left
and historic village of Much Hadham. Tickets £5,
Programmes, Discovery Hunt Guides and
Ireland as part of the 15th Infantry
Summer Tea Party will be held at
The Forge Museum SG10 6BS
Sorry no dogs. All proceeds will go to
Brigade in the 5th Division.
St Elizabeth’s Charity.
On 29th October 1914, B and D
companies were ordered to proceed
to assist the Manchester Regiment,
part of whose trenches had been
occupied by the enemy.
“The Battalion left their own
trenches and came under heavy
shell fire. The Battalion machine
For further information please contact St Elizabeth’s
guns did excellent work in covering
Much Hadham, Herts SG10 6EW
Tel: 01279 844355
our advance and keeping down the
Registered Charity: 1068661
enemy machine gun fire. Annoyance
was caused by the enemy’s machine
guns as the Battalion advanced, as these had apparently been left when the German
infantry had been driven back, and lay concealed. We were unable to fire back at them as
we were told that the Queens Surrey Regiment were in front of us; these hostile machine
guns were as far as could be ascertained between us and the Queens Regiment. The
night was very wet. The casualties during this day were very severe.” Frederick Herbert
Bayford was killed on 29th October 1914, aged 26. He was the first soldier from Little
Hadham to die, and he is buried at Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, at Souchez village,
about 2 miles north of Arras.
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At our May meeting, Mark Landon presented
archaeological findings on part of the Roman Road
from Braughing to the fort at Gt. Chesterford. It has
been known for some time that Braughing, although
not a major settlement, was an important road hub
in Roman Times. The Gt. Chesterford road ran NE just east of the Iron Age village of Dassels,
and on through Gt. Hormead park, where it was made of rammed sand on a base of ballast.
The ditch alongside was well maintained. However, in what is now the old vicarage garden
at Braughing, the road was better built and wider; probably to support the nearby Roman
hypocaust. Its surface was laid on hoggin and it was repaired more often than at Hormead.
Lots of 12-13C pottery was scattered nearby confirming continued use beyond Saxon times.
The road network made Braughing, a good location to site a Saxon Minster, allowing monks
easy access to the surrounding countryside. Documentary and other evidence suggest that
it had been established by AD 835 under Royal patronage. Recently, the Minster’s cesspits
containing the remains of deer and wild boar, have been found nearby confirming that the
monks had a high life style and Royal patronage. The latter probably explains why this section
of road continued in good repair well after Roman Times. Mark’s knowledgeable, clear and well
illustrated presentation was much appreciated by the audience.

Upcoming and Continuing Events
Now until July 20th Forge Museum. A display of local metal detecting finds by Kevin Easton to
launch “The Community Cabinet”, an excellent display of mesolithic through to post-medieval
artefacts with first class annotations. Don’t miss this chance to see the fine workmanship of
many items and some fine gold and silver coins!

continued on page 9
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The Hadhams’ History Society, continued from page 8
Monday Jul 14th, A Walk in Ware, 7:00pm outside Ware Library. Car Park Available. Led by
David Perman pointing out the main buildings of historical interest.
Monday Aug 18th, Hadham Connection 8:00pm, Little Hadham Village Hall
A family history, by Mike Clark. A 16th C Devon yeoman’s son was sponsored by the Rector
of Hadham to be the MP for Yarmouth, IOW. How the link was found.
Mike Clark 842131

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
The very clever and informative Cristina Harrison, The Curator at The Much Hadham Forge,
gave an excellent talk and demonstration on the costume that has been created from the
Solomon Wall painting. The entire outfit has been designed and handstitched by a student at
the London School of Design. Megan has now taken on the task of creating one of the male
costumes from the painting. They will be an asset in advertising the Forge Museum and the
16th century wall paintings.
Our 8th July meeting is ‘ Barbara’s Games Night, which is to be a Beetle Drive. As last year,
the admission fee will be increased to £2.50 per person and all monies collected on the night
will be donated to The Isabel Hospice, as chosen by Dennis. There will be drinks and nibbles
available and, hopefully, enough prizes for the winners ? Do come along and bring your friends
– the Little Hadham Village Hall, 7.45 for 8 p.m.
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
In May we went to Myddleton House Gardens, in Enfield, for a guided tour of the gardens. This
was the home of the famous plants man E A Bowles who has many plants named after him.
We were too late for the spring bulbs, but the right time to see the magnificent 109 year old
Wisteria in full bloom.
Our next meeting is 16th September when Richard Ford will be telling us all about ornamental
Grasses. Before that is the Garden Show on the 6th September. HAVE YOU GOT YOUR
SCHEDULE YET? These can be obtained form Little Hadham Post Office or Karin Green
Telephone 771532. Make this the year you enter, you never know, you might win.

Village Hall 						 Angela Fardell
It should be noted that the car park is private property, for hirers and visitors
to the playground.
Please do not put any of your own rubbish in the Hall bin, this is for hirers
only. We only have one now, the contents go to landfill and we and the
Parish Council have to pay dearly for this. Anyone found using the bin will be
prosecuted for dumping.
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Down at the doctor’s				

Dr Paul Haimes

Sadly, Nurse Sarah Andrews is leaving us after just over a year in order to pursue a career as a
District (now called Community) Nurse, which is her first love. She goes with our best wishes
and also our thanks for her contribution to the practice these last 12 months. Apparently, we
may well see her again as she could be covering this area from time to time. Her replacement
will be announced in due course.
I would like to thank you for your patience and understanding over the last month or so, and
probably the next, with regard to a number of new, often temporary, faces at the health centre.
This has arisen due to staff sickness most of which has been unforeseen. We have therefore
needed to employ locums and temporary staff in order to cover the hours needed, and also to
ensure that the healthy staff can have their holidays.
Summer is now here and, as mentioned last month, the usual array of folk with insect bites/
stings etc. have been coming along to see us. However, there is has also been a mini “epidemic”
of that dreaded gardening malady, the bad back/pulled muscle; usually in people who are
relatively unfit to sit in a garden, let alone dig a hole or pull up weeds!! Please be careful and
don’t forget the sun creams and floppy hats!
Finally, I have great pleasure in announcing that my retired partner in crime, Colin Brookbanks,
has agreed to become a trustee of the Jack May Trust Fund. He will be joining the present
happy breed of Peter Brighton, Gina May, Michael French and Catherine Scott and has already
been nominated to organise the next fund-raiser (oh no he hasn’t!).
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What’s on in July		

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

July Care4acuppa – Summer Fundraiser. This
is a fun Isabel Hospice campaign where we
encourage supporters to hold a tea or coffee
event in aid of the Hospice. We can supply
invitations and a fundraising pack to help you
plan your event. It can be held at home, with
friends and family or maybe with colleagues.
If you would like to hold a care4acuppa event,
call Jordan Russell on 01707 382500.
Now until 20th, “The Community Cabinet”,
Forge Museum MH. Details p8.
1 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm. Everybody
welcome.
3,17,31 Thur, Mobile Library, See p13.
8 Tue, Coffee Morning in aid of Isabel Hospice,
10.30 – 12 noon, Markwell Pavilion, BS. Come
along to a coffee morning in aid of Isabel
Hospice, held on the second Tuesday of each
month at the Markwell Pavilion, Bishop’s
Stortford. Info: Renee Friend 01279 755320.
8 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 7.45 for 8pm.
‘Barbara’s Games Night’, a Beetle Drive. As
last year, the admission fee will be increased
to £2.50 per person and all monies collected
on the night will be donated to The Isabel
Hospice, as chosen by Dennis. There will be
drinks and nibbles available and, hopefully,
enough prizes for the winners ? Do come
along and bring your friends.
13 Sun, Glenn Miller and Friends concert,
3pm in St Andrew’s Church MH.
14 Mon, A Walk in Ware, 7pm outside Ware
Library. Led by David Perman pointing out the
main buildings of historical interest. Car Park
available. Details p9.
17 Thur, Way Inn Coffee Morning, 12.30 –
1.45pm, rear of Village Hall. Soup and a roll
or just a cuppa, come along and meet friends.
19 Sat, Isabel Hospice Jumble sale, 2.30pm

Thundridge Village Hall near Ware. These
popular jumble sales are run entirely by
volunteers. You can always be sure of a
bargain, and they get very busy! Entry 20p.
20 Sun, Open Day, Gardens of Easton Lodge,
details on page 17.
26 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 – 11.30am.
Roll up, roll up for your fresh produce and a
cooked brekkie.
28 Mon, Music on a Summer’s Evening, 7.30
to 10.45pm, Carldane Court, Bromley Lane,
Much Hadham. In aid of Isabel Hospice this will
be a summer treat with entertainment by ‘Viva
Live Music’ who will perform opera to popular
classics. Join us for drinks and watch Act 1 at
your allocated table in the marquee. Bring your
own picnic to enjoy in the long interval before
the entertainment follows in Act 2. Candelabra
permitted, there will be a prize for the best
dressed table decorations. Tickets £37.50 each
to include a reception drink and wonderful
entertainment. For ticket applications please
contact: Barbara Doherty on 01279 842140,
or email Barbara.doherty@tiscali.co.uk or
Suzanne Coleman on 01438 717406 email
rdsjcoleman@gmail.com.

Coming soon
Aug 3rd, WW1: The Village Show, 12-5pm
MH Village Hall, (Main Hall).
Aug 3rd, WW1: The Hadhams on the Home
Front, 12-5pm MH Village Hall, (Green Room).
Aug 17th, Open Day, Gardens of Easton Lodge,
details on page 17.
Aug 18th, Hadham Connection 8:00pm, Little
Hadham Village Hall. See p9.
Aug 22–24th LH Goes to War - a revue.
Box Office 01279 898591 See p13.
Sept 6th, Garden Club Show.
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Jack May Trust Fund
Here is the photo for the month of July,
raising funds for the Jack May Trust Fund.
This photo, which can be seen hanging in
the waiting area of the Much Hadham
Health Centre, has kindly been donated
by Russell Savory. We are changing
things this month by removing the Silent
Bidding system and placing a suggested
price on each of the featured framed
photos. This month’s photo is for sale
at the amazing price of £50. If you are
interested in owning this wonderful owl
for your wall then please pop into the
Little owl (athene noctua)
surgery and ask at Reception.
‘Autumn
Gold ‘ Russell Savory
We also have been given another
fantastic fund-raising opportunity by the organisers of the Glenn Miller and Friends concert
taking place in St Andrews Church on Sunday 13th July at 3pm. When you buy your tickets to
this concert please then pop into Much Hadham Health Centre and pick up a small A5 sized
flyer available from Reception. For every flyer handed in with a ticket, we will receive 20%
commission from the ticket purchase.
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Nature Notes: May - June 2014

Jonathan Forgham

A wonderful start to what I hope will be a marvellous summer. Just as the real heat of June
appeared, we were off to warm climes in Madeira, but plenty of exciting finds before and after
the trip.
Bird wise, the highlight was being informed of
several birds of prey hawking over a field near
the River Ash where the hay was being cut. I
arrived to find 4 red kites, 2 common buzzards,
solitary kestrel, 15+ herring gulls and countless
crows, rooks and jackdaws. Wonderful sight
watching the red kites remaining airborne
without so much as a flap of the wings. One
of the kites shown here. This bird is a second
year bird (hatched 2013) and spends most of
its time roosting in Bloodhounds Wood near Tesco’s. Note the cuts on the right wing primary
feathers, caused probably by landing heavily in a tree. I have seen this bird on many occasions,
including the last dawn chorus walk. Thanks to Andy for the tip off. Other highlights were
watching a majestic barn owl quarter fields east of Hadham Hall early one evening (28th
May) having just recorded the 1st spotted flycatcher of the year at its annual haunt by the
pond at Hadham Hall. Another good record was on the 6th June, when a turtle dove flew over
continued on page 22

Adverts removed

15

Secure your home this summer
Hertfordshire Constabulary is reminding residents that leaving windows or doors open, to
keep the home cool as the weather warms up, can offer opportunities to criminals. Whilst
the number of burglaries has remained low this year, the lure of insecure doors, windows and
out-buildings can encourage opportunistic thieves.
There is a great deal that residents can do themselves to reduce the risk of their property and
home being targeted: • Check that all ground floor windows and doors are closed and locked
when you are in the back garden, leave the house or go to bed. • Upstairs windows should be
closed and locked when the house is unoccupied. • PVCu doors can only be properly locked
by lifting the handle and using the key. • Car and house keys should be kept out of sight.
Don’t leave them on display on window sills, in porches, hallways or kitchens. • If you are away
overnight or on holiday, use timer switches indoors to turn lights on and off, giving your home a
‘lived-in’ look A good quality alarm and external dusk till dawn low energy lighting, fitted near
doors and other entry points, are excellent deterrents.
Register your valuables on the free database www.immobilise.com - it is quick and easy to
do and can help police return them to you if they are lost or stolen. It also helps police
to prove that property found in a suspect’s possession is stolen. For comprehensive crime
prevention advice visit our website at www.herts.police.uk or contact your local team via the
non-emergency number 101.You can also use this non-emergency number to report suspicious
activity, or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Adverts removed

16

News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge Preservation Trust
Our open day on Sunday 20th July will see us tipping a nod to the Tour de France which passes through
Essex earlier in the month and celebrating cycling; with the Countess of Warwick’s alleged links to the
song Daisy Daisy it seemed only right. There will be a special themed quiz trail around the gardens for
our younger visitors and anyone arriving by bicycle will get a tasty reward.
August’s open day on the 17th will bring a touch of nostalgia to the gardens as we will be seeking out
people with personal stories that link them or their family to the gardens so that they are not lost to
future generations. Anyone with photos, memorabilia or simply a tale to tell is invited to come along and
share it so that we can create an archive of the lesser known but no less important history of the gardens.
For both open days there are guided tours at 1pm and 3pm which cover all aspects of the garden’s
history and there will be a selection of craft stalls on site. For children there will be a range of craft and
nature activities available and there is plenty of space to run around; not to mention croquet on the lawn.
Visitors will also see the Italian Garden in full bloom and be able to admire the transformation made both
there and in the wider garden by the volunteers over the past months.
Hot food will be on sale at lunch time including bacon rolls and sausage baps; hot and cold drinks and
homemade cakes will be available all day.
Gates open at 11.30am and the gardens close at 5pm with last entry at 4pm. Entrance is only £3.50
for adults and children come in free of charge making it a very affordable day out, especially for families.
Dog lovers are reminded that their pets are more than welcome as long as they are kept on a lead.
If you need further information then please get in touch on 01371 876979 (recorded information but
you can leave a message), enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk or visit www.eastonlodge.co.uk.
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Little Hadham Cricket Club 			

Neil Oxborrow

On a cloudy and cool Spring Bank Holiday Monday, Little Hadham visited local rivals Thorley.
The home side batted first and scored 128 all out with David Barnes the pick of the Hadham
bowlers taking 3 wickets for 28 runs. In reply Hadham had reached 46 for 3 before the rain
came and the match had to be abandoned. The following Sunday saw a trip to Nazeing
Common and on this occasion Little Hadham batted first. On a slow wicket it was difficult to
score runs quickly and Hadham were eventually all out for just 105 with Neil Oxborrow scoring
44. It was equally difficult for Nazeing to score quickly however they did eventually reach their
target for the loss of six wickets, with Peter Jackson and Ben Law taking two wickets apiece.
The short trip to Stocking Pelham was the next match and once again Little Hadham batted
first. As with the previous week batting proved difficult and the visitors were eventually all out
for 119, James Law top scoring with 55. Stocking Pelham reached their target for the loss of
just 5 wickets with David Jones the pick of the bowlers taking 3 wickets for 30 runs. The
following Tuesday evening saw Little Hadham entertain Matching Green in the first round of
the 20 overs-a-side Davis Cup competition. Matching scored 225 for 4 off their 20 overs
with Peter Jackson the pick of the Hadham bowlers with figures of 3 wickets for 23 runs off
5 overs. In reply, despite an excellent 38 from Mark Jolley, Hadham were bowled out for 87,
thereby losing by 138 runs. It was back to Sunday friendly cricket for the next match away
to Stansted Hall. The Hall batted first scoring 154 for 7 off their 40 overs. Peter Jackson (4 for
19) and Ben Law (2 for 14) were once again the pick of the Hadham bowling. Requiring fewer
than 4 runs an over for much of the innings, despite wickets occasionally falling it appeared
Hadham were cruising to victory. However, the loss of 7 wickets for just 20 runs in the last 8
overs saw Hadham lose the match by just 17 runs, with Neil Oxborrow top scoring with 57.
The Cricket Club would like to thank the Little Hadham Social Club for their kind donation of
£30 which the club has spent on a new set of stumps and bails. The donation followed a talk
given by Little Hadham Cricket Club Vice President Mrs Vera Oxborrow at a recent Social Club
meeting on the subject of the Herts & Essex Hospital where Mrs Oxborrow was a nurse from
the late 1940s into the early 90s.

July Fixtures
Sun 7th		
High Beech		
Home 2.00pm
Sun 14th		
Bow Rovers		
Home 2.00pm
Sun 21st		Manuden		Away
2.00pm
Sun 28th		
Harlow Veterans Home 2.00pm
The club is always looking to attract new members of all ages and ability, if you are interested
then please contact our club captain Alan South on 01279 651603.

Advertise in Little Hadham Parish News and reach
over 500 homes with your product or service.
Contact the editor for details: htfp@clocktower.co.uk
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Rural Ramblings				

Cherry Mardell

The internet is, indeed, a wonderful thing. But it has its drawbacks. If you are an internet
whizz-kid (of any age), then not much fazes you . . . but for us poor mortals who have to use
computers but lack in-depth knowledge, it’s a minefield. Just today I received a heartfelt plea
for money from one of my friends. It began: ‘I write this with tears. My family have come to
Turkey for a holiday…unfortunately we have been mugged by unknown gunmen. . .’ Then
followed a passionate appeal for money, as everything of value was taken.
Fortunately for me, I received the self-same email two months ago from another friend, and
after frantic calls to her, and finding her safe, I found it was a con trick. It also meant her
security settings had been hacked into and that email had been sent to everyone on her
contacts list.
I had hardly warned today’s victim of the scam when I received another email, this time telling
me my Yahoo mail was being over-used and I would not be able to receive incoming emails.
I was pretty sure this was another fraud in the making… if I had ‘verified’ my details, as
demanded, some delightful crook would have used my details to further these scams! So I sent
this one off to Yahoo to be inspected.
The moral of this story is simple – if in doubt, do nothing, and certainly don’t ‘open’ any
attachments which come with a suspect email.
SOME OF YOU may know that we are now waiting for the birth of two baby alpacas – or cria
as they are called. When? Your guess is as good as mine! We had to have the stud males over
five times before we were certain that both of our females had conceived.
Within days of their mating, the female knows if she is pregnant – and any approaching male
gets short shrift if she is – she aims plenty of evil smelling spit at him! However my two girls
seemed to enjoy the whole experience too much, so we had to have repeat visits till both spat
good and hard at the offending male! By the time you read this, we’ll have had the 11 months
which is required to make a baby alpaca. So the next few weeks are fairly fraught. Laurel is
an old hand at giving birth but her daughter, Blossom, is a first time mum. Wish us luck!

Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

A brilliant day was had by all recently with our Lego Day, kindly sponsored by the Parish
Council and Connect Scaffolding. Each child created a Lego building which then went to establish
an amazing Lego City in our hall. Terrific teamwork was seen, as the children shared ideas in
creating Lego Little Hadham! Thank you, again, to our kind sponsors for making such a brilliant
day possible!
On a different note, we recently had a surprise visit from OFSTED, after five years of waiting,
so we now wait, with anticipation, for their findings!
Finally, I hope that many of you will be able to join us for our annual Summer Fete on Sunday
6th July. There are lots of attractions, so I hope to see you there!
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Obituary : Percy Alfred George White
16th June 1923 to 7th May 2014
Our community has lost another original Little Hadhamite. Percy was born in Bury Green,
attended Little Hadham School and, after his marriage to Maud, moved to No. 2 Bounds Field,
Cradle End where they remained for the rest of their lives, with their children Alan and Janet.
Percy was in the Home Guard during WW2, was a member of the Civil Defence and a regular
Bell Ringer at St. Cecilia’s Church.
Percy worked on the land all of his working life, both locally and contracted to farms covering
a large area of Hertfordshire. He was a superb gardener, passing his skills to Alan and
encouraging his grandchildren.
He was an avid supporter of Tottenham and Bishop’s Stortford Football Clubs, where he is still
remembered as an enthusiastic supporter.
Percy was a kind and gentle man, a friend to all and we appreciated his friendship very much.
One gentleman who attended Percy’s funeral and who was born in Cradle End gave me a
superb memory of Percy and the farming life that was Cradle End. He told me that there
were about 3 or 4 men who worked on the tractors at the farm and all of the children thought
they were amazing, to be working the big machines, but Percy was the most amazing - he
worked the bulldozer. Isn’t that delightful.

Adverts removed
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A120 Little Hadham Bypass - a letter from John Jordan
After the LH Parish Council Meeting on 3rd June it became apparent that several residents
had the impression that I was against or trying to stop the bypass, this is not true.
On the 11th May I submitted an e-mail to the LHPC requesting them to to reconsider all of
the goings on since 2007 with regard to the LH bypass, I detailed everything in the e-mail
and asked that it be made available to all Council Members, to investigate the whole matter,
discuss it in public at the next LHPC meeting [3rd June] and then submit a request to HCC to
reinstate the previously agreed Option 5.
I am not aware whether it was given to Council Members, but it was not included in the
agenda under Bypass or in correspondence and there was no discussion with the council
members or the public.
My position is that I support the bypass, but want it reinstated to Option, 5 as was agreed by
The Cabinet Panel on 17th September 2007 after the result of the consultation in LHVH over
8th - 10th March 2007. I sent further e-mails on 29th May and two more on 3rd June none
of which were mentioned in the meeting. All of these e-mails are available to anyone: just email
me at john.jordan2@gmail.com or tel. 01279 771790
Please note: a major public engagement by HCC is due to take place in Autumn 2014 and
therefore it is important that our views are submitted now and then reinforced at the time. It is
also stated that a planning application is due to be submitted in early 2015 and that there will
be consultation at this stage; however this is getting far too late to have any chance of success.
John Jordan - Spindle Hill, Standon Road, Little Hadham, SG11 2DH

Adverts removed
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Nature Notes,

continued from page 15

The Ash heading east. A first record this year whilst a
3rd calling cuckoo was recorded towards Much Hadham
near Bush Wood.
Moth-wise, as I would expect, the garden trap has
continued to record new for the year moths on an almost
daily basis. However, a fine specimen of a new moth for my
garden record was made on 3rd June when a chocolate
tip (shown below) was found roosting. This constituted
my 282nd macro moth species for the garden. Not a
regular moth for Little Hadham. This year I have recorded
105 species of macro moths as well as 32 micro moths.
All in all, a far better year than last. Presently (18th June)
I am trapping in excess of 50 moths of over 35 species
per night, so plenty of time required to identify them. Wendy is despairing when coming down
for breakfast to find pots of moths in the fridge awaiting identification.
A new plant for my parish records was discovered on 1st June; a member of the broomrape
genus and probably ivy broomrape. This is a strange plant in that it has no chlorophyll and
consequently has no green. It is a parasitic plant, living off its host, in the case of this example,
probably ivy whereas common broomrape will feed off the roots of clover. Several detailed
photos have been forwarded to the county recorder for confirmation.
Butterflies are now showing well throughout
the parish, with all expected species having
been noted. New for the year have been
ringlet, small and large white, meadow brown
and a single, rather early gatekeeper. All that is
expected now are the stunning marbled whites,
with Westland Green being their habitat along
with Ash Valley golf course. I still await discovery of two expected butterflies within the parish:
brown argus and white letter hairstreak. Former requires rock rose (Helianthemum) and
stork’s bill (erodium) to lays its eggs whilst the latter is dependent upon elm. Both should now
be on the wing, so I shall be out checking for them in the correct habitats.
Madeira was a most stunning island, but clearly short on bird and butterfly life. Lizards were
everywhere; the imaginatively named Madeiran lizard. Birds that were noted as special were
the Canary, (they’re not called the Canary Islands for nothing) and a speciality of the area,
Berthelot’s pipit. Apart from these, only regular species noted in the UK were observed. The
main butterfly of the island is the monarch, a migratory species that will have flown the Atlantic
from North America and is now resident upon the island.
As always, feel free to have a look at http://littlehadhambirding.blogspot.co.uk for regular parish
updates and please do email if you come across any species that you would be interested to
know more about, jforgham@hotmail.com.
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News from St Cecilia’s Church
The Service of Light on 11th May to remember and give thanks for those who
have died was very well attended with more than 60 people in Church. The
lighting of candles to place on the alter, the beautiful music and singing all
contributed to a very moving and uplifting service, and it is hoped to repeat
this next year.
On 18th May the Parish Picnic was held in the churchyard and blessed with good
weather. The teddy bears who came with their owners plus parish residents
enjoyed their picnic on the grass, entertained by a splendid brass band. Lots of
games for the children, a quiz, bell-ringing and tea with home-made cakes all
contributed to a really super day, this too will be repeated next year!
We have a new Church Inspecting Architect, Mr. Jerry Lander, who will make
sure the building lasts for another 900 years or so, we hope.
And finally Don Gibson has been sworn in as our Church Warden. Don works
tirelessly for the Church and we are all very grateful to him for keeping the
Church running smoothly.
23

July diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating
Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

6 Sunday 		
Trinity 3
9.15am		
Family Holy Communion at Much Hadham
11.15am		
Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury
6.00pm		
Sung Evensong at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
13 Sunday		
Trinity 4
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham
11.15am		
Holy Communion and Sunday School at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
20 Sunday		
Trinity 5
9.15am		
Family Communion at Much Hadham
11.15am		
New Family Communion Service at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
6.00pm		
Sung Evensong at St Mary’s, Albury
27 Sunday		
Trinity 6
9.15am		
Holy Communion at Much Hadham
11.15am		
Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Albury
		
No Service at St. Cecilia’s today
30 Wednesday Mid-week Communion
10.00am		
Holy Communion at Cecilia’s, Little Hadham.
There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

The Register: Percy Alfred George White, late of Cradle End, died 7th May 2014.
Prayer Chain
Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive prayer requests.
Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will be forwarded to
the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a period of time.
All requests will be confidential. Please ring anytime: Janet: 842671, Karin: 771532

Little Hadham Brownies has
spaces!!

If you are a girl aged 7-10 and you want to

have fun and make some great friends, then
come and join Little Hadham Brownies!
Tuesdays at 16.30-18.00

Call Judi on 01279 654 624 for information
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