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LITTLE HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL – PARISH ASSEMBLY 2012

Little Hadham Parish Council warmly invites the community to this year’s 
Parish Assembly 

Thursday 24th May, 7pm - wine & nibbles - 7.30pm start 

It would be great to see you join us for our annual get-together, everyone 
is welcome including children, family & friends

Come along and catch up with what’s gone on in our village over the past 
year and how the Parish Council has served the community   

Find out what’s in store as Little Hadham gets ready to celebrate the 
Queen’s Jubilee later this summer

Join our new village Business Directory - tell the village about your 
business - bring your business card to be included!

Youngsters bring your ideas to the assembly - LHPC is looking for your 
input - what’s important to you?

Guest speakers include District Councillors, Local Group Representatives, 
Hertfordshire Police, Chairman’s Annual Update,

Little Hadham School Update and more!
Be proud, ours is a vibrant village community with lots going on!

Let’s make it a night to remember - TOGETHER!
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Letter from the Rectory

Christian Aid Week
This year our door-to-door collection will take place from 13th to 19th May.  It has had to be scaled 
down due to the lack of collectors but we hope you will be generous if the familiar red envelope 
is put through your door.  Knocking on doors asking for money is not an easy thing to do unless 
you really believe in the cause for which you are collecting.  This is the longest-running collection in 
the UK with seven million people getting involved and there are thousands of sponsored events.  
Why do we need to do this?  Because there are greedy and dishonest leaders of countries such 
as Africa where thousands starve to death every day.  Christian Aid money goes to partners who 
use it for digging wells, providing fertilizers and seed or simply to put food in hungry mouths. 
Please give in your envelope or on line at christianaid.org.uk.         Thank you.

                   “Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
 Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
 Many are engaged in writing books and printing them.”*

I have been sorting out my books, conscious that when I move I will need to let some go.  I 
am something of a bibliophile.  Already I have given away and, I fear, thrown away, quite a few. 
I hope the ones I have given will be of use, and the ones I have disposed of were really of no 
interest to any reader today: Knowledge can become outdated.

Sadly I can only recall fragments of insight from most of them: and as I take them from the 
shelves and dust them down, it is the sense of nostalgia rather than intellectual curiosity that 
most dominates my thoughts.  They are a sort of record of my life so far.  I remember where I 
was when I first read or browsed them, or fell asleep over them, or failed to read them; what 
life was like then, and in some cases the people who gave them to me or with whom I shared 
ideas.  Some have become central to my way of thinking and remained firm favourites.  Others 
I look at and wonder why I ever decided to buy them!  They are lost in the mists of time.  So 
they will be my estranged companions on the next stage of my journey; objects that are 
physical, able to be touched and admired.  Maybe I shall find time to actually read some again; 
or maybe that is part of my self delusion.

It is possible that future generations will no longer have need of paper books, when the 
electronic book is firmly established.  Moreover, now the analogue signal is off and digital 
television rules, we will have endless opportunities to sit while the television amuses us.  The 
forests will no doubt breathe a sigh of relief when the paper book fades away; and there will 
be less need for DIY shelving. 

So I went out and visited St Elizabeth’s Centre; and encountered the purpose for my books, 
in the presence of many who find it hard to read:  Their purpose for me, apart from informing 
curiosity, is to enlarge the heart, stimulate the imagination and inform the mind, so that 
goodness and compassion can flourish; overcoming the ignorance that reigns when the books 
are closed.

Chris Boulton
* T.S.Eliot   Choruses from the Rock.
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Planning Matters: Some lively debate was 
entered into at April’s meeting in relation to 
major developments currently taking place 
at Church End Farm.  Mr David Collins 
presented the case for the development of an 
end of life vehicle processing facility.  Many 
parishioners will be aware that this, amongst 
other developments at the site, has proved to 
be a controversial matter ; of major concern to 
all is the fact that it appears that a planning 
application for the operation of the ELV facility 
was submitted only after the business had 
been set up.  The original planning application 
was subsequently withdrawn by Mr Collins; 
however parishioners may be interested 
to know that a fresh application has been 
submitted and can be viewed on line at
www.hertsdirect.org/planning or you can call 
01992 556266 – the staff are ready to 
help talk through and help with any queries 
parishioners may have on the matter.  LHPC 
can confirm that a meeting with planning 
officers is to take place when planning matters 
at Church End Farm can be thoroughly 
discussed.  We shall be reporting back on this 
matter at May’s Parish Council meeting.

Parish Assembly: Folks don’t forget to mark 
down on your calendars the most important 
date this month Thursday 24th May Village 
Hall 7pm wine & nibbles for 7.30pm start.  
We promise a warm welcome to everyone 
including children, do come along and meet 
up with friends and neighbours and find out 
what’s gone on in our village over the past 
twelve months.  (Full details front cover).

Neighbourhood Planning:At this year’s 
Parish Assembly Cllr Mike Carver will give 
a brief talk on the importance of a village 
Neighbourhood Plan.  It is vitally important for 
the protection against over- development and 
future of our village to have a “development 

plan” in place.  Alas so far the response from 
our community has been almost non-existent.  
Please try to make time to at least show 
interest in the matter by contacting Cllr Mrs 
Piccolo cam2403@hotmail.co.uk there will be 
no work involved for parishioners we just need 
ideas and viewpoints from which Mrs Piccolo 
can then produce a Neighbourhood Plan - we 
are fortunate to have someone interested in 
doing all the work and attending any seminars 
but she cannot do this work alone, sadly 
without the backing of the community the 
plan cannot and will not be produced, leaving 
Little Hadham in a vulnerable position with 
regards to the future expansion of our village.  
(Neighbourhood Planning is outside the remit 
of Little Hadham Parish Council).

Bury Green Bench: LHPC is to, at long last, 
place the order for a new bench to be installed 
on the green at Bury Green.  We send thanks 
to the generous parishioners who contributed 
towards the cost of the replacement bench, 
which will be £250 plus a few pounds for 
materials.  LHPC will contribute, as promised, 
£50 towards the total cost.

Youth Representative to the Council 
LHPC is still looking for a youngster to 
represent news and views of the younger 
generation in Little Hadham, all enquiries via 
the Parish Clerk Bev Evans 01279 842803.

Donation to Cricket Club:  It was agreed 
at the meeting in April that £125 would be 
donated to Little Hadham Cricket Club; the 
funds will go towards equipment needed for 
youngsters at the club.

New Councillor Sought: LHPC has a 
vacancy for a parish councillor following the 
departure of Cllr Peter Wells who has left the 
Council due to work commitments.  Enquiries 
to the Parish Clerk Bev Evans 01279 842803.

Parish Council News

continued on next page
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Parish Council News, continued from page 3

Allotment Manager: LHPC has a vacancy 
for an allotment manager - the position is 
to be carried out on a voluntary basis - all 
enquiries via the Parish Clerk 01279 842803.

Local Business Directory: LHPC would 
like to hear from interested parties from 
Little Hadham who would like to be included 
in a proposed “Local Business Directory” - 
the entry will be free of charge.  If we get 
enough interest the directory will be produced 
and then sent to all parishioners for use 
as and when they require the services of 
the businesses. To register your interest 
please contact Jonathan Forgham via email: 
jforgham@theprimaryworks.com

Road Signs: Parishioners will remember 
that LHPC sent an order, a couple of months 
ago, to Herts Highways for road signs to be 
installed in Westland Green & Bury Green; to 
help visitors recognise when they have arrived 

at either hamlet.  We are pleased to confirm 
the signs have now been installed, we do hope 
these are helpful and informative.

Proposed Future Development of Land 
stretching from the Tesco Roundabout to Rye 
Street, Bishop’s Stortford: Many parishioners 
will be aware that some years ago this 
stretch of land was set aside as 5 Areas of 
Special Restraint (ASRs); at one time this was 
recognised as land to be developed only in 
the event of the future expansion of Stansted 
Airport. It was thought the development would 
be needed to provide homes for the additional 
workers (and their families) should the airport 
expand.  BS Civic Federation, who have 
serious concerns over what a huge proposed 
development of some 3,000 new homes 
would mean to the area and the surrounding 
villages, has always kept a keen eye on the 
matter and has recently advised LHPC that 

Curtains
Made to Measure by 

Jennie Childs
All types of Curtains, Blinds

& Matching Accessories
Made to Measure

01279 730608
email: jenniechilds@mac.com

www.curtainsbyjenniechilds.co.uk
32 Broomfields, Hatfield Heath, Herts. CM22 7EH

continued on next page
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Parish Council News, continued from page 4

  ARC Animal Charity

preparatory works by developers are in progress.  The implications for our village would be very 
serious should such a development go ahead so LHPC has agreed to support the stance of 
BS Civic Federation and we confirm we shall be in opposition to any development of what is 
essentially the last remaining open area of countryside in Bishop’s Stortford.  LHPC has written 
to East Herts District Council and made known to them our concerns and objections.  We 
received a reply from EHDC confirming that “no formal consultation by EHDC on potential 
development proposals of the site were currently being undertaken or planned; however if 
in the future there were any changes LHPC would be informed”.  We urge parishioners with 
concerns or objections on this matter to write to Mr Keven Steptoe - Head of Planning & 
Building Control at East Herts District Council.

I am working with ARC to try to book the charity stall at the Bishop’s Stortford Market, either 
on a Thursday or Saturday.  They have had donated to them a lot of items for sale on the 
charity’s behalf, but have had no outlet to sell them recently.   I am hoping we will be able to 
book the stall on a couple of occasions a year, say Spring and early Autumn, but I will need 
helpers.  If you may be able to help a local animal charity for a couple of hours, or more, we 
would be so grateful.  As yet I cannot give you dates, but if you would like to help, please let me 
know on 658585 and I will get in touch when I have more details.

Thank you, in anticipation.  Ennis.

Antiques Fair
an established fair known 

for its wide range of quality 
antiques, jewellery, Victoriana, 
coins, china, glass, pictures, 

prints and lots more.
Sunday May 27

9.30 - 4.00
Little Hadham Village Hall

(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1
Free on production of this advert

Refreshments & Hot meals 
available
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The Hadhams’ History Society
This is the first of a series of reports on the activities of the Hadhams’ History Society.

In January, 2011, following many expressions of interest, the Society was formed in association 
with Much Hadham Forge Museum for both Much and Little Hadham. The Society exists 
mainly to inform local residents of the history of the area in which we are fortunate to live.  To 
this end there are regular monthly meetings, held at a variety of venues in both villages, which 
can take the form of talks, walks or group “discovery” evenings.

Our first meeting in January 2012 was the AGM, when over 40 members were in attendance. 
The events of the previous year were reviewed in depth by members of the original Steering 
Committee, and comments were invited from the Membership.  At the end of the evening a 
ballot was held to elect the Society committee members for 2012.

In February we had our first full meeting of 2012 at Little Hadham Village Hall, when Dr Alan 
Thomson spoke to us on “Hertfordshire and the English Civil War”.  Dr Thomson amazed us 
with how our area was affected by the war.  Local militia groups were formed and paid for by 
eminent (and wealthy) landowners, but in some cases there was not enough money to fully 
equip these forces.  We were amused to hear of one such group for which only enough pairs 
of trousers for half the soldiers were available!

In March it was the turn of local historian, Georgina Green, to tell us about the facts and the 
fiction surrounding Dick Turpin.  It was the Victorians who encouraged the myth that Turpin was 

BIRD GUARDS AND COWLS ALSO FITTED 

continued on page 11
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Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
We were entertained by a delightful and talented lady at our April meeting, who was able to 
show us the most beautifully decorated vase that she had designed using the illustrations in a 
children’s book she is about to publish.   Like her vase Barbara Haslem is quite unique with her 
artistic talents and beliefs.  We all went home smiling. 
Last month we agreed Stacey Johnson’s charity Kisses4Kids would receive the money from our 
book sales and it was a pleasure to be able to say that Stacey has been chosen to carry the 
Olympic Torch in Haverhill on 7th July.
On 8th May The British Red Cross will be giving us information about their work, locally and 
abroad.  Everyone is welcome, 8pm in the Village Hall.

Barbara, Binnie and Ennis

Would you know what to do if someone collapsed in your community?
The British Red Cross is offering free first aid learning to rural communuities in Hertfordshire 
ensuring everyone can respond to a crisis.  By learning some simple first aid techniques you 
too could save a life.
To find out how to organise a session for your community, club or group please contact: 
Rosemary Estherby REstherby@redcross.org.uk 01992 585954 or 
Helen Kibbler HKibbler@redcross.org.uk 01992 585959

all treework

hedges

stump removal

seasoned logs

wood chippings

debris cleared

kindling

free estimates

fully insured
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Village Hall News      Angela Fardell

April saw the first visit of Jo Alexander who brings good quality teak garden furniture to the 
Village Hall, and he will be back on 12th and 13th May so make a note to call into the Village 
Hall to see what would enhance your garden this summer.  They are open from 9am to 5pm 
on Saturday and 10am till 5pm on Sunday and are well worth a visit.

The Gardening Club is holding a Coffee Morning on Saturday, 5th May and The Hadhams’ 
History Society will meet at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 23rd May when Anne Rowe will talk about 
the function and legacy of Hertfordshire’s deer parks.  The History Society is thriving so why not 
come along, there is a full programme for you to enjoy during the year.

The Bishop’s Stortford Musical Theatre Company have been rehearsing in the Hall for months 
to bring you a very special show on Friday, 17th and Saturday, 18th May entitled “Diamond Lil” 
an affectionate tribute to Her Majesty the Queen.  Tickets cost £12.50 including a fish/chicken 
and chips supper and are available from Sheila Hannington, 814002.

The Village Hall Management Committee and The Pantomime Group took advantage of the 
Parish Council’s kind offer of finance and purchased quantities of black paint for the backstage 
area of the Hall which had not been redecorated since 1973! and was looking very tatty.  
Jon Fardell wielded brushes, paint and ladders and we are now able to offer hirers a more 
professional stage together with refurbished lighting.  Thank you, Parish Councillors!

 

 

 

 

 

EC-J 
Egbert Charlish-Jackson IEng MIET  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Installations & Plumbing 

NO CALL OUT FEE 

FULLY QUALIFIED 

 

Tel: 01279 777778 

Mobile: 07973 213136 

Email: eggicj@orange.net 
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The CM17 Connection 01279 410345

All electrical work undertaken.
Lights, sockets, showers, fuseboards, 
extractors, outside lighting, cookers 
etc.
No job too small!

Call James on 07799-626411

www.Clocktower .co.uk

APPLE MAC    BROADBAND
 UPGRADES             DAtA RESCUE

Stortford Road, Little Hadham
01279 771038 (fax 771853)

(the old butcher’s shop by the traffic lights)

REPAiRS          SERviCiNG
iNkS & tONERS
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Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club
Please come and support our annual Plant Sale and Coffee morning on Saturday 5th May at 
Little Hadham Village Hall.  There will be lots of local plants at very competitive prices along 
with coffee and cakes to indulge in.
Our talk on 22 May is on Hyde Hall.  All those interested in visiting Abbotts Ripton Hall & 
Gardens on our outing Saturday 30th June please urgently advise Karin Green (771532). Our 
next event after this is the Annual Show on Saturday 1st September after which we have a 
talk on Tuesday 18th September ‘Up close and personal’ by Brenda Kain which will be one of 
her tasty cooking demonstrations.
Our April meeting on ‘Flowers of the Cape’ had us marvelling over some amazing flowers.

In the garden
Clematis ‘Nelly Moser’ is showing its large pink and mauve striped flowers and Clematis 
Montana bursts with single pink and white flowers along with many other clematis which 
are in their prime.  Dianthus barbatus and Campanula medium, often called Sweet Williams 
and Canterbury bells are old fashioned favourites.  Wisteria floribunda sway their long lilac 
blue streamers of flowers from the fronts of houses.  Tree peonies are a real show their giant 
delicate flowers can be as large as 30cm across.  Camellias, the blue burst of Ceanothus colour 
and the Sun Rose or Cistus all create a feast for the eyes.  These and a whole lot more are just 
the start of a wonderful summer show.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stelizabeths.org.uk 
 

Day & Residential Programs for 
students aged 

 5-25 years 
 

Contact us and we can tell you how 
we support people with learning 
disabilities and complex needs, 

including epilepsy, enjoy an amazing 
life at our Specialist School and FE 

College 

School 01279 844270  
College 01279 844423  
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Is it a bird?  Is it a plane?  No, it’s a helicopter landing on our school field!  Great excitement as 
we were chosen by Herts Air Ambulance to be the school to help them celebrate their 1,000th 
mission!  Dressed in our red uniforms, we formed the number 1000 by holding hands so that 
they could take an aerial photo of the human numerals.  They are coming back to visit us in an 
assembly to tell us more about their work and how we may be able to help them.
We were sorry to hear about the possible demise of the local Wednesday Toddler Group as 
their leader is unable to continue.  If you feel that you may be able to help keep it going, please 
let us know.
Similarly, we have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisory Assistant, days can be flexible, so if you 
are interested, please contact the office on 01279 771285.
May is a busy month for us with SATs, Design Technology Fortnight, Scarecrow Scramble and 
even singing in the Royal Albert Hall on Sunday 13th, so lots to report on next time!
Thank you for your continued support.

Liz Stockley, Headteacher

Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

Foster Care Fortnight – Time to Care  (14th - 27th May 2012)
Wednesday 23rd May, drop in any time between 6.30pm and 8.30pm - Hilton Hotel, Elton 
Way, Watford, WD25 8HA,  Tuesday 12th June, drop in any time between 6.30pm and 
8.30pm - The Priory, High Street, Ware, SG12 9AL.   Please give us a call to find out more and 
let us know you are coming.  Call 0800 917 0925 or visit www.hertsdirect.org/fostering.

 

Locally based 
computer repairs & 

support. 
Repairs, Upgrades, New User 
Training, Network Setup, etc. 

All your IT requirements from a 
local supplier. 

Visit our website for details of all 
our services & contact details. 

www.hometekcomputing.com 
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The Hadhams’ History Society, continued from page 6

a romantic, gallant and daring outlaw, in a similar way to Robin Hood.  In fact, he was a brutal 
cattle rustler, thief and murderer, who never rode Black Bess to York in one day, and was hanged 
at York for horse-stealing.  Many illusions were shattered that evening.

Our latest meeting was held in the Green Room at Much Hadham at the beginning of April. 
Members brought along their WW1 memorabilia and explained their significance to others. 
Medals, letters and photos were much in evidence, along with some rarer ephemera, and the 
evening was much enjoyed by all who came.

If you have not yet been to one of our meetings, why not give it a try?  We are a friendly group, 
brought together by a mutual interest in local history.  At the end of each meeting we enjoy 
a cup of tea and biscuits whilst having a good chat with each other or even with the speaker.

Membership costs only £7.00 for the year or £2.00 for a single meeting.  For more information 
contact Barbara Green (842352) or Gordon Cliffe (842912).

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 23rd May, at Little Hadham Village Hall, when Anne 
Rowe will speak about “Hunting for Hertfordshire’s Parks”. Doors will open at 7.45 pm for 
8.00 pm.  Why not join us? You won’t regret it.

Gordon Cliffe, HHS Committee Chairman

 	  
	  

Eastwick Lodge, Harlow CM20 2QT 
 

    *  Large range of Poultry Feed &  
        Accessories. 
    *  Dog & Cat Food 
    *  Animal Feed 
    *  Litter, Bedding, Toys & Accessories 
    *  Kennels, Hutches & Chicken Runs 
    *  Small Animal Food & Sundries 
    *  Fish Food & Sundries 
    *  Large Selection of Bird Food, Nest  
        Boxes, Feeders etc. 
    *  Frozen Meats, Chicks, Mice & Rats 
    *  Hay, Straw, Woodchip & Haylage 
    *  Salt (25Kg) for Dishwashers/Water 
        Softeners 
 

All at great prices! 
 

Also on site: Veterinary Surgery, Tack Shop, 
Florist, Dog Grooming & Wooden Flooring 

Company 

01279 442388 
www.eastwicklodge.co.uk 

Open 7 days. Deliveries arranged. 
On the A414 to Hertford	  
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1 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm.  All welcome.

5 Sat, LH & A Gardening Club Annual Plant 
Sale & Coffee Morning, 9.30-12noon.

8 Tue, LH & A Social Club, 8pm.The British 
Red Cross will be giving us information about their 
work, locally and abroad.  Everyone is welcome.

10-12, MH Drama Group ‘The Handyman’ 
8pm,  MH Village Hall.  See poster on p13.

10, 24 Thur,  Mobile Library, see p13.

12,13, Garden Furniture Sale, 9-5 Sat, 10-5 Sun.

13 Sun, Open Garden, 2-5pm. Great Munden 
House, Great Munden, Nr Ware SG11 1HU.  
Teas available and a variety of stalls.  All 
proceeds will go to Isabel Hospice.

15 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 8pm. A talk on 
Hyde Hall.

17 Thur,  Way Inn Coffee Morning, 10.30 - 
12 noon, rear of Village Hall.

17,18 BS Musical Theatre Co brings you a 
right royal show entitled ‘Diamond Lil’, see p8.

18 Fri, Tea on the Lawn, 1-5pm, Sharpes 
Farm SG11 2AF, for Cazfest.  See p14.

19 Sat, The Whats That Band, Much Hadham 
Village Hall in aid of the Kisses for Kids charity, 
featuring Paul Haimes on saxophone, will 
be playing a variety of well known oldies by 
the Rolling Stones, Beatles and more recent 
numbers by Oasis and The Proclaimers.  Please 
support this fantastic local charity; tickets from 
Londis or on 01279 842650.

20 Sun, Braughing Fun Run, 10.30, Jenyns First 
School.  Entry: £10.00 for 10K or 5K, £2.00 for 
1K Fun Run.  To download application form 
go to www.jenyns.herts.sch.uk..  See ad on p4.

20 Sun, Open Day Easton Lodge, 12 - 6pm. 
£2.50 adults, children free.  Refreshments.

20 Sun, Bromley Hall Open Gardens, Standon 
SG11 1NY 2-5.30pm.  As part of the National 

Garden Scheme Mr & Mrs Robarts are once 
again kindly opening their garden.  All the 
proceeds from the refreshments and plants will 
go to St Elizabeth’s Centre.  Come & enjoy a 
peaceful afternoon in this idyllic garden.

23 Wed, The Hadhams’ History Society, 
“Hunting for Hertfordshire’s Parks” by Anne 
Rowe. 7.45pm for 8.pm start LH Village Hall.  
Membership is £7.00 per annum with a fee 
of £2.00 for non-members at any talks.  For 
membership contact Gordon Cliffe (842912) 
or Barbara Green 842352)

24 Thu,  MH Horticultural Society & Allotment 
Club Swap Shop evening, 7pm held in the 
garden at the Forge Museum Much Hadham.  
Come along and bring any horticultural item 
you would like to swap.  Plants, plant pots, 
small horticultural tools, preserves or just 
come and have drink and a chat.  All welcome 
members and non-members.

26 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am.

27 Sun, Antiques Fair, 9.30-4pm.  Entry £1, 
or free with advert on page 5.  Refreshments.  

27 Sun, Teas in Gardens 2 - 5.30pm at
Jenningsbury, Hertford Heath, SG13 7NS.  3
acres of wild flower meadow designed by 
Julie Toll, moat, ponds and borders created to 
attract wildlife. Approx 1 acre formal, mixed 
planting surrounds C17 farmhouse (not open). 
Proceeds from teas to Isabel Hospice. For 
details contact Renee Friend 01279 755320.

What’s on in May . . .          in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

. . . and later
June 17, Much Hadham Open Gardens

June 17, Open Day Easton Lodge

June 24, St Elizabeth’s Summer Fayre

June 30, Garden Club Outing 
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A very warm welcome 
to the village to David, 
Samantha and little 
Gracie from all of us 
on Ford Hill.  We hope 
they will be very happy 
at The Old Brick House.

YOUR
VILLAGE HALL 

NEEDS
YOU

WANTED
Treasurer for the

Village Hall. 
Is there someone out there 

who can keep the books and 
an eye on our investments?
 If we don’t find someone 
soon the Hall will have to 
close as we can’t function 

without a bookkeeper.  

Ring Jon, 01279 771697
if you can help.

••

• •
•

•

•

•

• •

Medley of Meals,Saturday, 26th May.Hurry, hurry, there are still 
some tickets left for the Medley of Meals at Tandle, The Ford.  Maggie Smith will be pleased to hear from 

you on 771568.  Tickets cost 
£7.50 for a home-cooked supper with wine, from Maggie or Angela 771697.•

• •

10th & 24th May 

Mobile Library
Nag’s Head from 13.45 - 14.05

The Smithy from 14.10 - 14.30

Bury Green from 14.45 - 15.05

A fortnightly service.

• •
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MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Did you come along to the grand reopening of Much Hadham Fire and Rescue?  It was 
fascinating to learn how the area covered varies with the conditions, and what other units are 
deployed.  Under normal conditions this station covers half of Little Hadham as well as Much 
Hadham.
I was reminded to have an entry in my cellphone directory for ICE --In Case of Emergency, a 
number to be called if you are not able to do so yourself, eg after an accident.  We then had a 
discussion about the need to have the same information on your phone’s lock screen, because 
if it’s locked (as it really should be) the responders will not be able to look up your ICE number.  
I am happy to help anyone who needs to make up a lock screen picture with ICE info.
  Andrew Macpherson.

The Red Lion #5. Much Hadham. Herts SG10 6DD. GB
Phone +44 1279 843147 GSM +44 78999 61797

http://andrew.knots.net

For professionalism with the personal touch 
contact Chris New at 

Tel: 01279 721427  Fax: 01279 723947  Mobile 07968 026032
or visit our informative website, www.stansted-airport-taxis.com

To and from Stansted, Luton, Heathrow, Gatwick 
and City airports

Our fleet of air conditioned vehicles ranges from 
executive cars to luxury people carriers and coaches

NEW – LUXURY GROUP TRAVEL
8-PASSENGER MERCEDES NOW AVAILABLE

FLYING HIRE
CAR & CHAUFFEUR SERVICES 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS

• Corporate & sporting events
• National meetings
• Theatre/dinner trips
• Guided tours
• Weddings

• A complete London 
service

• Shopping Trips
• Hospital visits
• Urgent courier services

For professionalism with the personal touch
contact Beth Bloss at

e-mail: office@stansted-airport-taxis.com  Mobile: 07968 026032
or visit our informative website, www.stansted-airport-taxis.com

Main dealer standards 
at independent rates.

Free local collection & delivery service
Free courtesy cars available

A J Dedman
Garage Services Ltd

Full vehicle services to manufacturer’s 
services schedules – your new car’s 
warranty is not affected
Lucas-trained engineers
Vehicle electrical problems solved
Petrol fuel injectors
Advanced diagnostic equipment
Air conditioning repair/service
Car body repairs
Family businesses since 1972

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

North ENd BArN,  hAdhAm PArk,  BishoP’s stortFord
01279 758565

All makes & models of vehicles 
MOT tested and serviced

dedmangarage@btconnect.com
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Nature Notes: March/April            Jonathan Forgham

A month of warm days and cold nights meant several migrant birds arrived overnight whilst 
many other possible visitors just passed on overhead due to the clear skies after dark.
Many early morning starts at this time of the year went without much reward until 12th April, 

when a female wheatear was discovered on Ash Valley Golf Course.  A spring 
arrival, this bird will be heading towards the northern moors and mountains 
to breed.  Always a good bird to find in Herts; one of probably no more than 
30 that will be recorded within the county.  Other more expected arrivals 
have been willow warbler (12th) chiffchaff (20th March), swallow (14th) 
and blackcap (10th April.)  These will shortly be joined by whitethroat, lesser 
whitethroat and (hopefully) cuckoo.  I would be most grateful if anyone hearing 

a cuckoo call this year could send me a few details, namely site, date and time.  If you could 
give a map reference all the better, but just a name of the area or hamlet will suffice.  Many 
thanks.  Please email: jforgham@theprimaryworks.com or text 07805571551.
Other notable birds this month have been goldcrest (10th in Westland Green) common 
buzzards (most days) bullfinches (Ford Hill and Acremore Street), thanks to Val and Mike for 
the record), little grebe (5th) and 14 tufted duck on Hadham Hall lagoon (7th).  At the same 
site I also recorded the resident barn owl at its usual roost.  Sadly, the local barnie at The Ford 
was found dead on the road near the golf club early on the 28th March.  Clearly been hit by 
a car.  On this morning I left the village at 4.30a.m. for a day birding at Dungeness, recording 

Local Catering Service
for

• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •

• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •

Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson

01279 771272 / 07710 325363 
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk

Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods

continued on page 18
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Life on the Run        Les Williams

I seem to have a knack for bemusing and bewildering people.  Remember the Argentinian polo 
players and the ladies’ pink underwear?  The naked man who did not own the chickens?  Or the 
Spanish runners when I binned their drinks?  Now I can add a group of ramblers to my growing list 
of innocent victims.  Recently, early one fine Sunday morning, I was running up Ford Hill. I was head 
down, looking at the ground for discarded litter as well as possible trip hazards when I saw a group 
of around nine or ten ramblers approaching.  “Good morning” I said as I was running past them. 
“Good morning,” they replied in chorus, except for one lady in the middle of the group. “Oh” she 
said, “we were just talking about you”.  I stopped in my tracks.  “Didn’t we see you picking up litter 
in Much Hadham yesterday?” 
I cannot really explain why but as they stood there expectantly, for some reason I put my hands 
theatrically on my hips and adopted an exaggerated super-hero pose and said in my very best 
super-hero voice, “Yes. I was that dark stranger”. They stood in silence.  In my head I could hear the 
wind whistling and a solitary bell ringing solemnly in the distance as the tumbleweed rolled across 
the road.  After what seemed like an eternity the lady spoke again. “Oh” she said. “For a moment 
we weren’t quite sure that it was you because you were wearing a different colour outfit.” “Yes,” I 
replied, “I never wear the same outfit two days in a row”.  Cue more whistling wind, tumbleweed and 
slowly clanging bell.  As they stood with their mouths agape I knew that I had lost my audience.  The 
very nice lady spokeswoman gently patted me on the shoulder. “Yes. Well.  Thank you for what you 
are doing.” With that they turned in unison, casting somewhat anxious glances over their shoulders 
as they rambled off.  When I got home I told my wife what had happened.  “Just what is it with you?” 
said Karen, shaking her head in disbelief. “Have you been on the wacky baccy?”

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

18 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

•	 Suitable	partially	disabled
•	 Weekly	Lets	or	Short	Breaks,	sleeps	4
•	 Non-smoking
•	 Well-behaved	dogs	very	welcome
•	 Secure	rear	garden	Children/Dogs
•	 Easy	reach	of	Hunstanton,	Wells,	Norwich,	•		
	 Sheringham,	RSPB	Titchwell,	and	many
	 NT	properties
•	 Excellent	area	for	walkers	with	miles	of		
	 sandy	beaches

HOLIDAY BUNGALOW
TO LET

NORTH NORFOLK
Dog friendly

For	further	details
please	visit:
www.sleepynook.co.uk
or	call:		 01279	654939
Mobile:		 07761	681230
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Nature Notes, continued from page 16

over 80 species for the day including seldom seen birds such as red breasted 
merganser, water pipit and long tailed duck.  With the cold nights the moths 
have been few, with only early grey, purple thorn and lunar marbled brown 
being new species to the parish list.  This now numbers in excess of 170 for 
the 10 months I have been recording.  Many thanks to Mary for allowing me 
to set the trap in her Westland Green garden where I took over 30 moths 
to show children I was working with for a nature day at Hatfield Forest.  Plant wise, the spring 
warmth with a little rain has brought the flowers out.  Coltsfoot in Ford Hill and cowslips, 
primroses and ground ivy are presently flowering along with dog mercury in the woods and 
violets in the hedgerows.  On April 1st ten of us set out for a dawn chorus wander, recording 
over 30 species of birds as we trekked around Ford Hill, the footpath to Much Hadham and 
returning along the Ash Valley.  I look forward to the next wander on 29th April.  Finally, a trip to 
Oare Marshes nature reserve in north Kent towards the end of March 
was a success, with plenty of birds being recorded.  However, a wander 
to the local hide gave surprising views as we opened the flaps to view 
the marsh.  Standing right outside was a herd of highland cattle as 
shown in the photo.  Not a particularly usual sight!  Any further photos 
and details of the local area can be viewed at http://littlehadhambirding.blogspot.com.  Feel 
free to visit and perhaps add comments regarding cuckoos.  Many thanks.
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Easton Lodge Preservation Trust   Helen Carter

Our Snowdrop Sundays in February were a huge success with more than 1,400 visitors over 
the two weekends.  Our main season opened on the 15th April with guided garden tours being 
added as a regular feature.  The tours, which are led by our trained volunteers, are free of 
charge with the opportunity to make a donation at the end.  To start with there will be two per 
open day and they will aim to be both informative and fun.  We are also adding children’s crafts 
alongside nature activities for our younger visitors each month – April was springy caterpillars 
and flowers.  On May 20th we are joined by the Saffron Walden Town Band who will be 
performing at 2.15pm and 3.15pm on the croquet lawn.  Younger visitors will be encouraged 
to join in and play along to some of the numbers; to help with this we will have shaker making 
in the children’s area this month.  Visitors can bring a blanket and sit and listen to the concert 
with a drink and piece of homemade cake from our refreshment area.

June 17th sees a visit from the Braintree Youth Orchestra which seems fitting for Father’s Day 
and we will have special offers on tea and cake for Dads along with crown making to link up 
with the Diamond Jubilee celebrations earlier that month.  We have a full programme of extras 
lined up for the season, designed to add enjoyment without distracting from the wonderful 
atmosphere of the gardens that draws visitors back time and again.

We are keen to welcome new volunteers and anyone interested in joining our team for 
open days or to help with our regular Thursday gardening sessions should email enquiries@
eastonlodge.co.uk or leave a message on 01371 876979.  Further information is on the 
website at www.eastonlodge.co.uk. 

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Peasant costumes for 
children and adults 
to wear on visits to 

Kentwell Hall
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk www.clocktower.co.uk

      • APPLE MAC sales
      • REPAIRS
      • SERVICE
      • DATA RESCUE
      • UPGRADES
      • BROADBAND
        INKS, TONERS
      Stortford Road
      Little Hadham
     01279 771038

(the old butcher’s shop
by the traffic lights)

Clocktower

•
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Down at the doctor’s      Paul Haimes

Oh joy!  As you can see from the photograph, work on our 
extension has begun! The EHDC planning dept approved our 
smaller extension, forced upon us by the route of the gas 
main, and our landlords completed the lease and licence to 
extend at the 11th hour.  The original proposal would have 
given us two extra consulting rooms but the revised extension 
will only allow one.  This will still be an improvement, though, 
and enable us to provide/reinstate other services; for example 

we will be able to accommodate the Health Visitors once again, increase our Nurse Practitioner 
sessions and perhaps reinstate our previously popular counselling service.
Of course, we have to build the extension first and there will obviously be some disruption so 
please be patient if, for example, your appointment is changed to a branch surgery or there 
are (even worse) parking issues.
You will all have noticed that the “yellow peril” (oil seed rape) is in flower and this will no doubt 
cause a number of hay fever/sinus-like symptoms.  We are also expecting a dry summer so 
it’s important that all you hay fever sufferers start your seasonal treatment ASAP, if you haven’t 
already done so, because it’s better to start early before symptoms become established.
On a personal note, please note the event at Much Hadham Village Hall on 19th May in aid 
of the Kisses for Kids charity. The Whats That Band, featuring yours truly on saxophone, will be 
playing a variety of well known oldies by the Rolling Stones, Beatles and more recent numbers 
by Oasis and The Proclaimers.  Please support this fantastic local charity; tickets from Londis 
or on 01279 842650.

Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex. CM24 8AP Tel: 01279 816659

www.millwaystationery.co.uk
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A Cautionary Tale         Jon Fardell

We were lucky to be given tickets for the David Hockney exhibition at the Royal Academy.  A 
lovely smooth train ride on the new Stansted Express gave us plenty of time before our entry 
time to the exhibition.  I decided I needed some cash, and I knew there was a bank between 
the tube station and the RA.  

There was a small knot of people around the cash machines so I awaited my turn.  The ATM 
was set down very low, so reassuringly you could crouch down to shield what you were doing.  
Card in, PIN in, cash request in, at this point I felt someone pulling my left sleeve, I turned to my 
left to see a young man pointing to a £5 note on the ground.  At the same time I heard the 
sound of my card being removed.  I shouted and briefly grappled with a large man in a suit who 
broke away and legged it across the road and off up the side street.  I gave chase assuming 
he had my card, but advancing years and traffic thwarted the chase.  

I returned to the ATM and saw my cash still in the machine, and my card on the ground close 
by.  A lucky escape.  The saving grace was a lovely young couple that took the time and trouble 
to talk to us and make sure we were ok and gave us the good advice to find somewhere to sit 
down and have a cup of tea.  Which we did!  

Fortunately for us this attack was slightly mistimed, but the moral is do not be distracted by 
anything once you have started using one of these machines.
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Happy 30th Anniversary Isabel Hospice
This year local charity Isabel Hospice will be 
celebrating its 30th year of providing free, 
specialist end-of-life care to the people of eastern 
Hertfordshire. 

Founded in 1982 by Welwyn Garden City resident 
Isabel Last, care is based on the simple idea that 
patients are ordinary people living with physical, 
social, emotional and spiritual needs. The Hospice 
cares for local people with life-limiting illnesses 
and all those around them, including families and 
friends. 

All Isabel Hospice services are free, from the 24 
hour care at our In-Patient Unit, the specialist 
Community Nurses who visit patients in their 
homes (Macmillan do not provide any specialist 
community home nursing in eastern Hertfordshire, 
so any patient visited by a nurse in their own home, will have been visited by an Isabel Hospice 
Community Nurse Specialist), our Hospice at Home team, our Family Support Team and our 
Physios, OT and Lymphoedema Therapist!

The cost of providing all this is budgeted at around £4.5 million this year, of which, £3 million must 
continued on next page
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Happy 30th Anniversary Isabel Hospice, continued

music@stansted
A reminder that tickets are now available for our extra concert in St John’s Stansted on Sunday 
20th May at 3pm when 10 years old George Harliono will be giving a piano recital. Come 
along and hear a truly amazing young musician. As this is outside our series of subscription 
concerts and tickets are required, Adults £6, Under 18s £2, and can be obtained from:
Stansted Carpets, Chapel Hill, Stansted,; Nockolds Solicitors, Market Sq., Bishop’s Stortford; Sonia 
Levy, 31 Chapel Hill, Stansted. (01279 815282) or at the door on the afternoon of the concert.

be raised from charitable sources. 

We have lots of fundraising events organized this year, with something to suit everybody. We 
already have a group of ten cyclists in training for a Five Countries in Five Days 500 mile 
endurance challenge that will take place in June, a Sahara Trek in October (places still available), a 
Midnight Walk in June and a 30th Anniversary Ball, organized by Life President Barbara Doherty 
MBE, which will be a Dickensian Christmas Ball in December. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our supporters. We could not do it without 
you!

If you would like to hold a 30th Anniversary event or find out more about any of the above, please 
call fundraising on 01707 382500.

NOW OPEN
IN

LITTLE HADHAM

Enjoy an authentic Indian meal
the restaurant standard

Tel:  01279 771 800 / 771 322

www.masalaexpressdelivery.com
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There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

May diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating

Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

The Register:  12th March - at St Cecilia’s, burial of ashes of Diane Woods
  15th March - at St Cecilia’s, burial of ashes of [Judge] David Stinson

Prayer Chain:  Within our congregations we have a network of people who will receive 
prayer requests.  Whatever the problem, worry, anxiety or personal need, when received, will 
be forwarded to the people on the chain who will pray immediately for each request for a 
period of time.   All requests will be confidential.
Please ring anytime:  Janet: 842671  Pam: 771999  Karin : 771532

2 Wednesday 8.00pm  Team Council at Much Hadham Rectory

6 Sunday    Easter 5
8.00am   Holy Communion
9.30am   Sung Matins at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
11.15am   Parish Communion and Sunday School, St Mary’s,  Albury

9 Wednesday 8.00pm   Deanery Synod Meeting at Thorley

13 Sunday    Rogation Sunday
9.30am   Shared Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
5.00pm   Taizé Service at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham

16 Wednesday  7.30pm PCC Little Hadham

17 Thursday   Ascension Day
7.30pm  Team Communion at St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham

19 Saturday Quiet Day at St Mary’s, Braughing, led by Sister Mary
  from the Community of St John the Evangelist Oxford.

20 Sunday     Sunday after Ascension
9.15am  Shared Communion at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
6.00pm  Shared Evensong at St Mary’s,  Albury

24 Thursday 7.00pm    Annual Parish Meeting, Little Hadham Village Hall
 Saturday Medley of Meals Little Hadham

27 Sunday      Pentecost  or Whit Sunday
11.15am  Parish Communion at St Mary’s,  Albury
6.00pm  Songs of Praise at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
  


