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Letter from the Rectory
This month is perhaps one when bachelors should beware.  It is a leap year 
and as such by tradition women can propose to men on leap year’s day.  I am 
told that once upon a time in Scotland there was actually a law saying that if a 
man refused a proposal he would be subject to a heavy fine: a reason perhaps 
for Scottish independence! 

I presume that it was called leap, because we leapt over an extra day as a sort 
of non-day in Law.  In the cosmic scheme of things it helps us adjust our time 
in relation to the movement of the earth, so that the calendar and the seasons 
do not get out of synchronisation. 

Maybe we all have to adjust our lives from time to time so that we don’t get 
“out of synch” with the world around us or with our own goals and aspirations.  
That is why in the Team Churches we are engaging in a process of readjustment 
and refreshment.  We are not talking about a quantum leap; rather we are 
trying to look forward to where we might be in a few years’ time, and consider 
what we need to do to make it a better place.  It requires a leap of imagination, 
a leap of faith; and we have to make sure that in so doing we don’t lose our 
footing.  On February 4th at Albury School we are meeting as a Team to share 
ideas and plans for the future of our seven churches.

It is nothing new.  The ancient wisdom of the church has encouraged 
Christians each Lent to refresh and readjust their spiritual lives by a period 
of self examination.  This is a preparation for the cycle of yearly renewal that 
takes place at Easter, linked to the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection.  Ash 
Wednesday is on February 22nd and during the following five weeks we will 
be holding a series of home groups to consider aspects of renewal.  Because 
we are still finalising venues, details of the groups will be found on the Much 
Hadham church website standrewsmuchhadham.org.uk

We are producing a leaflet with information which can be obtained from any 
of the churches. All are welcome.

Chris Boulton

On the cover
Standing:  Fred Harris,  (unknown),  Freddie Stokes,  Harry Crome,  H C Bexfield,  Harry 
Jordan,  Charlie Jordan,  Ernie Turner,  J Harris,  David Everett.
In front:  Harry Simmons,  Jimmy Crome,  John Hills,  William “Jack” Andrews.
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Changes to the QEII’s adult and children’s A&E services

From Monday, 16 January 2012, the A&E services at the QEII hospital in Welwyn Garden City 
are changing: 
• For adults, the current A&E service will continue to be available 8.00am and 
8.00pm every day, but overnight the service will treat minor injuries only;
• For children aged between 12 months and 16 years of age, the QEII A&E service 
will now treat minor injuries that need urgent attention 24 hours a day, every day of the week;
• For babies 12 months who need to be taken to hospital, please go to the nearest 
specialist emergency department – which for most will be the 24/7 service at the Lister.

Whether an adult or child, if you are suffering from a mild illness you should still see your GP 
as normal, or contact the GP out-of-hours service at night or weekends by calling 03000 333 
333.  Alternatively you can call NHS Direct on 0845 46 47 who can provide advice on what 
you should do.  If your injury or condition is felt to be serious, even life-threatening, please call 
999 or go to the nearest hospital with a 24/7 emergency department – which for most people 
will be the Lister in Stevenage, where there is also a dedicated specialist children’s emergency 
department service.
Of course, if an adult or child is taken to the QEII and their condition deteriorates, staff will 
stabilise them before their transfer to the best place to receive their on-going care – normally 
the Lister.
These changes are part of a programme to bring together all of the Trust’s inpatient and 
emergency services at the Lister by 2014, when the investment of some £150 million will have 
transformed it into the main hospital for across east and north Hertfordshire.  By the same 
time, NHS Hertfordshire will have created the new QEII hospital – which will provide local 
people with a range of outpatient, diagnostic, ante/post natal and community care services, as 
well as a new ‘Local A&E’ that will be able to treat the vast majority of people who need the 
current A&E service.
You can find out which NHS services are available in your area by visiting a new online resource 
for Hertfordshire – www.wheredoigo.org.uk – or by contacting NHS Direct on 0845 46 47 for 
more information.

We did enjoy our evening with the Bishop’s Stortford Ukulele Band.   It was a fascinating 
musical experience and not only did our hands and feet move with the rhythm, we sang too, 
having all being given song sheets.  You should have been there, you missed a treat. 

We were able to report upon the generous donation given to the Social Club by the Parish 
Council.   This was a lovely surprise, totally unexpected, and gives us security for the future.  
Barbara has produced an excellent comprehensive financial report, which will be discussed 
at our March meeting.   The 14th February is our Annual Dinner, 7 for 7.30 p.m. in the Village 
Hall - St. Valentine’s Night and it is a Leap Year!  To attend you will need to have paid and 
chosen your menu.   For information tel. 771580 or 658585.

Best wishes, Barbara, Binnie and Ennis.

Little Hadham & Albury Social Club
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Frederick George Harris,1896–1984
I am sure that many of you will remember reading (in the Parish News) short extracts from 
Fredericks’ memories of Little Hadham during the first 15 years of the last century.  Interestingly, 
these gave many insights into life in the village at that time.  Recently I have come to admire 
his generosity of labours, and perspicacity of vision for the time he gave to us, so that we might 
share these insights into his world.  Unfortunately, he didn’t reveal much of himself, apart from 
a list of some of the civic duties that he fulfilled, together with a minute hint that he fought in 
the First World War.

Searches have revealed that he was born on 17th July 1896 and christened on 6th September, 
in Thorley.  He was followed by two brothers, Arthur Henry in 1898 and Thomas in 1900.  By 
then their parents, Frederick (a shepherd in 1891) and Eliza  (from Little Hadham) had 
moved the family to Albury.  Soon afterwards they moved to The Ford, Little Hadham

After the War, he moved to Albury, and at some time took employment with Sir Francis Glynn 
as an estate carpenter at Albury Hall (a large house demolished after the 2nd World war). 
Sketchy memories suggest that he married Freda and raised two daughters.  He recorded his 
memories of Little Hadham in 1966. 

Unfortunately, his later movements are unknown to me.  By now social mobility was increasing 
greatly, and Frederick may well have moved away to live with, or near to his children.  Tom 
Feather noted that Frederick died on 15th April 1984 aged 87 years, and that he had a son, 

continued on page 23
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Little Hadham School
Believing and Achieving

We are already making a very positive start to Olympic year by having an Olympic Triple 
Jumper visit our school on leap year day, 29th February.  Larry Achike, was a triple jumper 
finalist at the Beijing Olympics in 2008 and hopes to be in the medals in 2012.  His visit is 
part of a project to get our children exercising as well as raise the profile of the Olympics. 
Each child will get the opportunity to have their photograph taken with him as a special 
souvenir at the end of the day.

Our FRIENDS Association have also been busy planning ahead.  Their first event is a Jumble/
Table Top Sale in the school hall on Saturday 4th February, so lots of bargains to be had!  
Also, they would like to invite teams to join them in the Village Hall at our Annual Quiz Night 
on Saturday 24th March.  Please contact the school office on 771285 for further details. 
Another date for your diary is Sunday 8th July when our Summer Fete will take on a Jubilee 
Theme.  Thank you for your continued support.

Liz Stockley (Headteacher)

Replying to the liver and white Springer Spaniel looking for a productive 
partner:-
I am not good looking, in fact I am not a Springer Spaniel, and I wouldn’t be productive as 
I am a neutered rescue dog, but a lot of my friends in the pound where I was saved from 
being put to sleep would have been your ideal mate, they were fine specimens of the breed 
but alas they were unwanted and now they are dead.

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

18 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

The Costume 
Workshop

costume hire

hand-made originals
for

Fancy Dress Parties
Amateur Dramatics

Pantomime
and specialising in

Peasant costumes for 
children and adults 
to wear on visits to 

Kentwell Hall
open by arrangement

 01279 771223, 07973 899497
Home Farm Chapel Lane Little Hadham

www.thecostumeworkshop.co.uk
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“Use it or lose it” - who knows?
We understand that Greene King are threatening to close 300 pubs in the future.  
Some of you might not know that Greene King are the brewers behind the Nag’s 
Head.  Some of you might never have stepped inside for either a drink, alcoholic or 
otherwise, or a snack or meal.
Since Paul and Natalie took over the Nag’s Head the improvements have been 
unbelievable.  Not only has the range of drinks improved but the food has come on 
in leaps and bounds.  Most of you will know that Brian and I used to run a small 
catering company, so we feel qualified to comment on the excellence of the fare.
It might turn out to be a case of “use it or lose it” - who knows.  More to the point, 
who wants to take the chance – not us.  Can we implore you to consider going to 
the Nag’s Head, if you don’t already, and if you do then keep up the good work! 
Do you know they hold a quiz night every month, in aid of a local good cause?  Yes, 
they do sell drinks for profit, but they also put out free food on the night and the 
community spirit is wonderful.  Do you remember the offer of fish and chips when 
we lost our gas supply?  They are always willing to support village events, unlike some 
previous landlords.
So, it’s up to Little Hadham to keep our hostelry.  You have been warned . . . 

Brenda & Brian Kain

•	 North	Norfolk,	beautiful	peaceful	area
•	 Weekly	Lets	or	Short	Breaks,	sleeps	4
•	 Suitable	for	partially	disabled
•	 Well-behaved	dogs	very	welcome
•	 Secure	rear	garden
•	 Easy	reach	Hunstanton,	Sandringham,Wells
•	 Excellent	walking,	miles	of	sandy	beaches

HOLIDAY BUNGALOW
TO LET

NORTH NORFOLK
Dog friendly

For	brochure	&	further	details
please	call	Brenda	Williams:
01279	654939,	07761	681230
www.sleepynook.co.uk

Fully inclusive winter breaks
1st Nov 2011 – 31 March 2012
Week	£125	or	Short	Break	£105
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Life on the Run        Les Williams

Before Christmas I wrote about speeding motorists through our village.  Following the recent 
accident caused by black ice that demolished the gas valve cabin we have since had two more 
accidents within a few yards of the same spot.  Although they had nothing to do with ice, it 
is hardly surprising when you witness the breakneck speeds that some are travelling at.  This 
is often while people are talking on their mobile phones.  Carmela Piccolo of our local parish 
council has told me that the police have recently been focusing on the A120 as it passes 
through Little Hadham.  Carmela has promised to ask the police to establish speed gun traps 
actually in the village.  Most of the culprits are repeat offenders taking their usual ‘rat run’ route 
so once they realise that there is a chance of getting caught then hopefully they will be more 
reluctant to put their foot down in the future. 

Thoughts of summer  
With the start of a new year, come thoughts of summer holidays.  My wife Karen and I have 
already booked ours, including our annual trip to our favourite spot in Majorca.  To us it’s an 
idyllic location far away from the resorts frequented by clubbers.  Most of the tourists are 
Germans, which is always a good sign in my experience.  But can someone tell me why middle-
aged German gentlemen insist on going out on warm, balmy evenings with a sweater draped 
over their shoulders and the sleeves tied together at the front?  Answers on a postcard please.
I go for a run every morning when I’m on holiday.  The apartment is set way up on a hillside. 

Local Catering Service
for

• Anniversaries •
• Birthdays •

• Christenings and Funerals •
• Dinner Parties •

Full service or delivery only
Catering equipment hire

Jan Williamson

01279 771272 / 07710 325363 
clouds-catering@tiscali.co.uk

Clouds, Ford Hill, Little Hadham, SG11 2AZ

Clouds Catering
Quality Home-made Foods

BIRD GUARDS AND COWLS ALSO FITTED 

continued on page 10
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HEMS
Unlike NHS emergency services the Herts Air Ambulance is a Charity providing a free life-
saving Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) for your County. 
Accidents and illnesses happen and when they do, patients, whatever their age, circumstances 
or location need vital treatment fast.  The speed with which our Air Ambulance Doctors & 
Paramedics can reach a patient, identify and administer processes to slow, halt or even reverse 
the effects of life-threatening injury, is crucial in helping to save the patient and return them 
to full health.
A large proportion of Herts Air Ambulance missions are trauma victims.  Trauma is a leading 
cause of death among children and young adults and a major cause of disability.  Our highly 
skilled teams of Doctors & Paramedics play an integral role in reducing disability and death 
from trauma.  We hope you or your loved ones never need us but thanks to the generous 
support of the people of the County our service has now flown over 900 missions and remains 
operational. 

Facts of Flight
•  The Herts Air Ambulance is operational 5 days a week.
• It costs in the region of £130,000 per month to cover all charitable costs and aircraft 
operations.
•  The MD902 Explorer flies at around 150mph (138 knots).

www.Clocktower .co.uk

APPLE MAC    BROADBAND
 UPGRADES             DAtA RESCUE

Stortford Road, Little Hadham
01279 771038 (fax 771853)

(the old butcher’s shop by the traffic lights)

REPAiRS          SERviCiNG
iNkS & tONERS

1

The CM17 Connection 01279 410345

All electrical work undertaken.
Lights, sockets, showers, fuseboards, 
extractors, outside lighting, cookers 
etc.
No job too small!

Call James on 07799-626411

continued on next page
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HEMS, continued

Calling all foodies!  
Join our next big fundraising event, the Great 
Herts Feast, by getting your friends together 
over the weekend of 17th & 18th March and 
hosting your own food orientated party.  You can 
choose to entertain your friends however you 
wish, whether it be a fish and chip supper, coffee 
morning or a black tie dinner!  Please register at 
HertsAirAmbulance.uk.com or call Wendy Marcon 
on 0845 2417 690.
We can’t fly without your help!  If you are a local 
business, school, society, or individual and would 
like to help us raise the £130,000 needed every 
month to keep flying and saving lives, please call 
the Fundraising Office on 0845 504 0055 and we 
would be 
del ighted 
to work 
with you.

 

 

 

 

 

EC-J 
Egbert Charlish-Jackson IEng MIET  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Installations & Plumbing 

NO CALL OUT FEE 

FULLY QUALIFIED 

 

Tel: 01279 777778 

Mobile: 07973 213136 

Email: eggicj@orange.net 
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Life on the Run, continued from page 7

My favourite route is down to the shoreline where there is a series of sandy beaches.  I run the 
length of each beach before finally making my way along the back of the beaches and then 
start another ‘lap’.  The whole place is usually spotless.  The local authorities are out in force 
every day, seven days a week, to make sure that it remains so. No excuses, no ‘elf ’n safety, just 
professional management.

It’s always very quiet early in the morning with hardly a soul about.  One morning I was 
running along a paved area with the beach on one side and restaurants on the other.  And 
then I saw, lined up on the low beach wall, several bottles and cans, many with straws sticking 
out.  I was outraged.  Obviously, inconsiderate revellers had discarded them the night before.  
Old habits die hard so I picked them all up, put them in a nearby bin and carried on with my 
run.  30 minutes later I was approaching the same spot again.  This time there were several 
runners standing about, hands on hips, gesticulating to one another and generally looking 
bewildered.  As I ran past the angry throng I realised that they were looking for the drinks they 
had so carefully placed on the wall ready to quench their thirst at the end of their morning 
run.  Whoops! Fortunately it was hot and I had been running for quite a while so my face was 
already red enough to mask my guilt.

Next time: Where’s my bike gone?  

Curtains
Made to Measure by 

Jennie Childs
All types of Curtains, Blinds

& Matching Accessories
Made to Measure

01279 730608
email: jenniechilds@mac.com

www.curtainsbyjenniechilds.co.uk
32 Broomfields, Hatfield Heath, Herts. CM22 7EH
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Nature Notes: December / January            Jonathan Forgham

A period of mixed weather, from balmy temperatures to minus degrees as well as from gale 
force winds to complete calm.  All in all, much remained the same throughout the parish, with 
the winter visitors showing in good numbers whilst the resident birds continue to feed and, on 
warm mornings, sing.

A surprise on the 7th Jan whilst outside on the patio at 8.30pm.  A male woodcock headed 
west over the house.  I caught a brief silhouetted glimpse but its strange three syllable call was 
what gave its presence away.  Also, fieldfares and redwings were counted in huge numbers, 
with one specific party on Ash Valley Golf Course numbering in excess of 400.  Tawny and little 
owls continue to call and the regular barn owl towards Much Hadham was witnessed hunting 
on several occasions.  A nature walk on 8th Jan took the ten of us over the fields in search of 
this bird’s roost.  No sightings but we did find evidence of it in the form of its pellets.  These 
were broken up for us to discover its main prey had been field mice along with a single vole. 
On this walk very little was witnessed apart from the regular birds such as jays, woodpeckers, 
yellowhammers and a common buzzard.

Another wander, on Boxing Day around Hadham Hall gave views of plenty of lesser black 
backed and black headed gulls, plenty of mallards on the ponds around the hall and good 
numbers of finches (chaffinch, greenfinch, goldfinch and bullfinch) in the trees along Nut Walk 
and the churchyard.

 

Locally based 
computer repairs & 

support. 
Repairs, Upgrades, New User 
Training, Network Setup, etc. 

All your IT requirements from a 
local supplier. 

Visit our website for details of all 
our services & contact details. 

www.hometekcomputing.com 

continued on page 19
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2, 16 Thur,  Mobile Library,  See below.

4 Sat, Jumble/Table Top Sale, at LH School, 
A120, 10.30am -12.30pm.  2nd-hand 
Clothes,Toys, Books and Bric-a-Brac.  Light 
refreshments, everyone welcome!

4, 5 Sat, Sun, Furniture Sale, Village Hall.

7 Tue, Parish Council, 8pm.  LHPC warmly 
invites all parishioners to our first meeting 
of 2012 at the Village Hall. See you there. 
Everyone most welcome!

12 Sun, Antiques Fair, 9.30-4pm. Free entry 
with advert on page 21.

14 Tue, LH & A Social Club Annual Dinner, 7 
for 7.30pm. To attend you will need to have 
paid and chosen your menu.  For information 
tel. 771580 or 658585.

15 Wed, Hadhams History Society, 7.45 for 
8pm. “Hertfordshire and the English Civil 
War” by Dr Alan Thompson. LH Village Hall.

16 Thur, Way Inn Coffee Morning, 10.30-12 
noon, rear of Village Hall. Meet friends and 
make friends over a cuppa.

19, 26, Snowdrop Sundays, Easton Lodge 
Noon to 4pm (last entry 3pm); homemade 
soup and cakes will be available alongside the 
increasingly popular bacon rolls.  Snowdrops 
“in the green” will be available to buy on 
the days and to pre-order from the website 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk from the beginning 
of February.  Don’t miss the opportunity to 
see the fantastic display of snowdrops in this 
beautiful setting.

21 Tue, LH & A Garden Club, 1pm. ‘Clematis’ 
by Mr G Greenway.  There is a ploughman’s 
lunch before the talk at 12 noon; please 
reserve a lunch place with Karin Green, 
telephone 771532.

25 Sat, Farmers’ Market, 8.30 - 11.30am. 
Loads of goodies ranging from crafts to 

cooked breakfasts; deli to dog food.  Come to 
the best farmers’ market for miles around.

Mar 13, History Society, “Dick Turpin Fact 
and Fiction”, St Andrews Primary School, Much 
Hadham.

Mar 17, music@stansted,7.30pm Jack Liebeck 
(violin) plays Brahms, Beethoven, Frank Bridge, 
Tchaikovsky, with Katya Apekisheva (piano).

Mar 17, 18 Midnight Swim, 8pm.  Isabel 
Hospice’s second annual MIDNIGHT swim! 
Two venues to choose from. Haileybury 
Swimming Pool, Hertford Heath, SG13 7NU 
and Hatfield Swim Centre, Lemsford Road, 
Hatfield, AL10 0XR. The evening will include 
the normal sponsored swim and the Boat Race 
Challenge. There will be a sun & surf theme so 
don your bikini or board shorts and join the fun! 
For info. call our Fundraising team on 01707 
382500.

Mar 24, School Quiz Night, Info: 771285.

May 20, Open Garden at Bromley Hall. 

June 17, Much Hadham Open Gardens. 

June 24, St Elizabeth’s Summer Fayre - 
(stallholder bookings now being taken).

July 8, Summer Fete, LH School.

What’s on in February . . .       in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated

. . . and later

2nd & 16th February 
Mobile Library

Nag’s Head from 13.45 - 14.05
The Smithy from 14.10 - 14.30
Bury Green from 14.45 - 15.05

A fortnightly service.
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Bishop’s Stortford Police Station 
Opening Times.

Monday: 12.00pm-4.30pm
Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday: CLOSED
Thursday: 2pm-11pm
Friday: 7am-Midnight
Saturday: 7am-Midnight
Sunday: 10am-8pm

CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS

The “Way Inn” coffee morning
Come along and meet friends and 

neighbours over a cup of tea or coffee.
Third Thursday of the month 

10.00am until 12 noon in the Village Hall
(Rear entrance of Village Hall,

by Post Office)

e-mails & websites mentioned in the Parish News

1881 Census   www.familysearch.org

Birdwatching  www.littlehadhambirding.blogspot.com

Chat Room advice online www.herts.police.uk/chatright

Farmers’ Market  www.lhfm.org.uk 

Feed the hungry  www.thehungersite.com 

Greyhound rescue   www.greyhoundhomer.org.uk  

Isabel Hospice  www.isabelhospice.org.uk

Potholes   www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults

music@stansted  www.musicatstansted.com

St Elizabeth’s  atkinsonc@stelizabeths.org.uk

Stop Stansted Expansion www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

Support your school www.thegivingmachine.co.uk

Village website  www.thehadhams.com

Walking groups, routes, etc www.walkinginherts.co.uk

Is there a website you would like to see here?
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Down at the doctor’s      Paul Haimes

In December we dispensed 9000 prescription items from the dispensary, the usual 
monthly figure being around 7000.  Although numbers do increase in December, usually 
for extra repeat medication due to the holiday season, we have never reached such 
dizzy heights before and I commend the staff for coping with this demand.  There were 
very few errors or delays, despite staff sickness in the dispensary and the absence of our 
practice manager with a broken ankle (putting up outside Christmas lights, would you 
believe?) 
Now that our new nurse, Angela, has settled in, Oonagh Morris, our nurse practitioner, 
has recommenced her sessions in Hunsdon and Little Hadham on alternate Thursday 
mornings. She can deal with a wide range of minor illnesses, such as sore throats/
earaches/coughs etc. and also has a lot of experience in treating asthma, chronic 
chest complaints, smoking cessation and in dealing with “ladies problems” including 
contraception.  Please make use of her services as previously these sessions were not all 
that well used and if we see the same happening again they may well stop for good; so 
use it or lose it!
Finally, I am pleased to report that the lease for the Health Centre has finally been 
agreed. It is essentially the same as we would have signed a year ago but with 12 
months of hassle and a few thousand pounds in solicitors’ fees incurred to boot!  
Hopefully, this means building work on our extension can begin in the next 2-3 months.

Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex. CM24 8AP Tel: 01279 816659

www.millwaystationery.co.uk
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Help with the Digital Switchover!
Digital switchover is coming to much of Hertfordshire in April 2012, and if you are still watching 
analogue TV (five channels or fewer) on any of your sets, you need to convert them to digital. 
Virtually any existing TV can be converted.  For older and disabled viewers who may find making 
the switch difficult, the BBC-run Switchover Help Scheme is at hand to provide everything you 
need to switch one TV set to digital.
Do you know someone in your area who might need a helping hand switching to digital TV?  We 
are looking for people in our communities who can help spread the message and support people 
to take advantage of the Help Scheme.  Contact Emily Butterworth at CDA for Herts if you are 
interested in helping us in your area: Emily.Butterworth@cdaforherts.org.uk or 01707 695517.
For more information about the switchover, and a postcode checker to see exactly which areas 
are affected, visit www.digitaluk.co.uk or call 08456 50 50 50.
For further information on the Switchover Help Scheme visit www.helpscheme.co.uk or call 
0800 40 85 900.  Textphone users can call 0800 40 85 936.

Foxdells Animal Rescue Centre - Folks please keep in your thoughts our local animal 
rescue centre at Foxdells Lane and look out for the big ORANGE bin when visiting either Tesco 
or Sainsbury.  Foxdells are always in need of kitten, cat and dog food; even more so now with 
the Christmas influx of unwanted pets, their work is never-ending.  Thank you to all those who 
dropped off food for me to deliver to the charity just before Christmas - they were delighted!

Thank you.  Carmela (Tel: 466331)

We offer you the  opportunity to have your 
pets looked after without any disruption to 
their daily routine.  Dog walking, cat feeding, 
house sitting, vets visits all available.  I have 
12 years’ experience and full references 
can be seen.
My main priority is that your pet is happy 
and you have peace of mind.  Contact Lin 
Watson 01279 658371 / 07796 311607
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Fostering for Hertfordshire
Could you make a real difference to the lives of children and young people in your area? 
Think about fostering for Hertfordshire.  We really need people in your area who could offer a 
caring and stable home for children and young people in Hertfordshire.

There are lots of different types of fostering and we need carers for children and young people 
of all ages who can provide care for anything from a few weeks up to several years or more.

At the moment we particularly need foster carers who have more than one spare bedroom 
in their home who could care for brothers and sisters to ensure that they can stay together 
while they are going through some tough times.

In order to become a foster carer, you will need to have plenty of enthusiasm for working with 
children and young people and have at least one spare room in your home. In return, you will 
receive a competitive weekly fee and allowance as well as ongoing training, access to support 
groups and a dedicated social worker.

Our foster carers come from all walks of life…to find out if fostering could be for you, please 
come along to our open evening where you can talk to our staff and foster carers about 
what fostering involves.

Thursday 9th February, 6.30pm to 8.30pm – Novotel, Knebworth Park, Knebworth, 
Stevenage, SG1 2AX   This is a drop-in session, so please come along any time between 
6.30pm and 8.30pm.

Please give us a call on 0800 917 0925 if you’d like to come along.  Or if you can’t make it 
to an information evening but want to find out more about fostering, please give us a call or 

For professionalism with the personal touch 
contact Chris New at 

Tel: 01279 721427  Fax: 01279 723947  Mobile 07968 026032
or visit our informative website, www.stansted-airport-taxis.com

To and from Stansted, Luton, Heathrow, Gatwick 
and City airports

Our fleet of air conditioned vehicles ranges from 
executive cars to luxury people carriers and coaches

NEW – LUXURY GROUP TRAVEL
8-PASSENGER MERCEDES NOW AVAILABLE

FLYING HIRE
CAR & CHAUFFEUR SERVICES 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS

• Corporate & sporting events
• National meetings
• Theatre/dinner trips
• Guided tours
• Weddings

• A complete London 
service

• Shopping Trips
• Hospital visits
• Urgent courier services

For professionalism with the personal touch
contact Beth Bloss at

e-mail: office@stansted-airport-taxis.com  Mobile: 07968 026032
or visit our informative website, www.stansted-airport-taxis.com

continued on next page
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Fostering for Hertfordshire, continued

Little Hadham & Albury Garden Club

visit www.hertsdirect.org/fostering

You can also come along to find out more about supported lodgings and shared care for 
children with disabilities.

Plants to look out for in February include some really lovely ones that give us hope that spring 
is just around the corner.  Snowdrops are at their best and some gardens open especially to 
showcase their displays.  Primroses and cyclamen colour corners of the gardens. Garrya, a large 
evergreen shrub has a show of long grey-green catkins for about 8 – 10 weeks.  The many 
varieties of hellebores have become popular, they come in many colours, most dip their heads 
but there are a few where the flowers lift up.  Bergenia, often called elephants’ ears due to their 
leaf shape, flower in various pink, mauve and reds; additionally the leaves take on red, purple 
and bronze tinges in cold weather.  
Bedding plants to bring some colour include ornamental cabbages and kale which can look 
lovely but their smell can turn your stomach, winter-flowering pansies and cyclamen provide the 
colour.  If you have cultivated primulas remember they are not as hardy as our native primroses, 
and will need to be placed in protective areas until next month.
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Village Hall News      Angela Fardell

Apologies
My sincere apologies to Mr. Graham Rouse who, together with his wife Carole, kindly donated 
the Christmas Tree to the Village Hall, for getting their name hopelessly wrong in the January 
Parish News.   I will be more careful in future.     Angela Fardell

February
On the 4th and 5th of February there will be a Furniture Sale in the Hall and we hope you 
will support a local company.

On 12th February, the Antiques Fair will be back with a full compliment of stalls with antiques 
and collectables to cheer you up in dreary February.

Little Hadham Pantomime Group
We would like to thank all the Village Hall organisations for their forbearance during the 
Pantomime.  We hope you were not too inconvenienced by the props, costumes and all the 
other paraphernalia needed to put on a good show.  Our apologies, too, to residents who 
suffered from the thoughtless parking of cars by some of our audience.  Although the Hall has 
a large car park not everyone can squeeze in and there is bound to be some over-spill, so thank 
you very much for your tolerance.

MICK’S CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING 

SERVICES
Clean & Reliable

All Plastering, Artexing, 
Coving & Rendering 

undertaken.  Also Doors, 
Locks, Laminate Flooring, 
Repairs & Refurbishments, 

Fencing & Decking.
Tel: 01279 758708

Mob: 07811 141275
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Nature Notes, continued from page 11

A three-day visit to North Norfolk between Christmas and New Year gave me my first new bird 
for several years.  This was a western sandpiper, an American wader that has migrated over 
the Atlantic and taken up residence at Cley next the Sea.  Plenty of birds were seen on the 
two mornings I managed to get out and about, but the highlight was undoubtedly this grey seal 

pup making its maiden voyage.  Both parents were encouraging 
it to enter the water but the breakers meant it kept being 
pushed back on to the shingle.  Eventually it made it and joined 
its parents.  It will have been born in mid-November and spent 
the time from birth feeding and moulting, putting on plenty of 
weight to keep it well insulated against the cold temperatures 
of the North Sea.  Photo here shows one of the pools where I 
arrived at first light to track 
down the elusive sandpiper.

Things to watch out for and listen for this coming month will 
be the first woodpeckers “drumming”.  This will mainly be 
the greater spotted woodpecker beating out its territorial 
sounds.  The drumming lasts less than a second.  If it appears 
to be a longer drumming, a second and a half, it will be the 
much rarer lesser spotted woodpecker.  The latter bird is difficult to track down as it prefers the 
tops of oaks and ash trees and is the size of a house sparrow.  I have yet to see one in the 
parish but have received two reports of their being present in gardens on Ford Hill and Bury 
Green, so they are about.

I also plan to dust down the moth trap and spend a few evenings recording in local woods, 
with special emphasis on Millennium Wood, where I am planning on running a year long bio-
diversity study.  Later in the year I plan to do some ground work to improve the habitat and will 
be looking for volunteers to help develop this site.  Further details of my findings can be seen 
at http://littlehadhambirding.blogspot
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Community Calendar is a Rip-Roaring Success
Sales of Stop Stansted Expansion’s (SSE’s) latest Community Calendar have been a rip-roaring 
success this year with every copy now sold or accounted for in a race for remaining copies.
The 2012 edition has literally leapt off the shelves as people have snapped up the much loved 
publication which has been produced annually since SSE started campaigning in 2002.
“It’s been a knockout year,” said SSE Chairman Peter Sanders.  “We could have sold many 
more calendars than the 2000 we produced and sincere thanks are due to all those who 
supported the initiative.  Meanwhile, the feedback from the community endorsing our ongoing 
work has been terrific, with so many people determined to support our vigilance against any 
possibility of a return of expansion plans.”
The proceeds from the calendars, sold by volunteers and at over 30 retail outlets across Herts 
and Essex, will be used by SSE in the year ahead to keep up the pressure on politicians as the 
Government determines a new aviation and night flights policy. 
The last six months have seen increasing efforts by the aviation industry to try to reverse the 
Government policy of no new runways at Stansted, Gatwick or Heathrow.  To counter this, SSE is 
pressing for a long term moratorium on any new runways at Stansted and for BAA to be forced 
to sell back the 300 or so homes it still owns in the vicinity of the airport, bought in connection 
with its second runway plans.
2012 will also see a Government review of the current rules on night flights at Stansted and 
the aviation industry will inevitably be pressing the Government to relax the existing limits.  SSE 
will therefore be mounting a concerted campaign to ensure that the Government also hears 
the voice of the local community and is left in no doubt about the disturbance caused by noisy 
aircraft landing and taking off at all hours of the night.
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Badminton:  8.00pm Mondays

Brownies:  4.30–6pm Tuesdays, term-
time.  Judi Wheeler 654624

Carpet Bowls Club, Social and League: 
8–10pm Fridays, Eileen Booth 771426

Farmers’ Market:  8.30–11.30am, 
last Saturday of month. Geoff and Jan 
Williamson 771272 www.lhfm.org.uk

Garden Club: third Tuesday of the month.

Karate:  5–6pm Wednesdays,
Catherine Petch, 771636

Parish Council: first Tuesday of the month 
(except January and August) at 8.00pm. 

Parent & Toddler group,
9.30–11.30am, Wednesdays, term-time.

LH Post Office:  9.00–11am Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, rear of the Village Hall in 
the Doctor’s Reception Room.

Social Club: second Tuesday of the month: 
771580 or 658585 for information

Sunday School: second Sunday of the 
month
9.30am at St Cecilia’s church.

“Way Inn”coffee morning: third Thursday 
of month, rear of Village Hall, 10–12 
noon.

Whist Drive:  Last Thursday of the 
month, 7.30pm start.  Ross Barron, 
07732 370923

Antiques Fair
an established fair known for its 
wide range of quality antiques, 

jewellery, Victoriana, coins, china, 
glass, pictures, prints and lots 

more.

Sunday Feb 12
9.30 - 4.00

Little Hadham Village Hall
(signposted off the A120 between
Puckeridge & Bishop’s Stortford)

Admission £1
Free on production of this advert

Refreshments & Hot meals 
available

Regular events
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Rural Ramblings           Cherry Mardell

It was the first frozen turkey I had ever bought. It looked nice and chubby when I put it in 
the freezer to await its demise.  It looked equally  good when I took it out two days before 
I needed it in the run up to the New Year.  I kept my eye on it as it sat in splendid isolation, 
weeping quietly the water it had accrued in its body.  Weight Watchers would have been 
proud of it as it went, slowly, from being fat to, well, decidedly thin.

And that was the real trouble. My chubby turkey turned out to be a breastless, mangy beast 
before my very eyes.  And the ten we had invited for a post-Christmas meal were wonderfully 
well behaved as they tried not to notice that we were giving child-sized portions to man-
sized people!

Yes, I learnt from my mistake. It’s fresh, not frozen in future.
PS Is there any law which states just how much water can be injected into a bird before it is frozen?

Talking of cookery, who else hates the fact that us mature folk have to juggle with pounds 
and ounces (which we understand) along with grams, kilograms and even mls (which we 
don’t!)?

The best kitchen gadget I ever bought was my weighing scales which offer me the chance 
to weight in any given denomination, changing from one to another with just the press of a 
button.  It is so user-friendly that it must have been designed by a woman!

NOW OPEN
IN

LITTLE HADHAM

Enjoy an authentic Indian meal
the restaurant standard

Tel:  01279 771 800 / 771 322

www.masalaexpressdelivery.com
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Frederick George Harris, continued from page 4

Useful phone numbers

also Frederick, living in Stortford.  The only registration of a death matching this which I have 
been able to find, was made in Braintree.
Can any reader shed any more light upon this gentleman’s life, or put me in touch with a 
member of the family? 

Mike Smith,
Tandle, The Ford, Little Hadham SG11 2AY, 

mike.s1937@gmail.com
or telephone 01279 771568 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, East Herts District:  
08744 848 9700
Environment Agency Incident Line:
0800 807060
Smell Gas? Call free on 0800 111 999
Mobile Library info:  01438 737333
Police non-emergency phone number: (local 
rate) 0845 3300222 
Power cut helpline: 0800 7 838 838

Road or Pavement problems, call Highways 
on  01438 737320
Stansted Airport Noise Complaints:
0800 243788
Traveline:  0871 200 22 33
Village Hall bookings: Mrs Fardell, 771697
Water/Sewage problems, call Thames Water 
on 0800 376 5325
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There is a service of Holy Communion every Wednesday at 10.30am at St Andrew’s

February diary for Little Hadham and Albury
(part of the Ash and Quin Valleys’ team incorporating

Much Hadham, Braughing, Furneux and Stocking Pelham.)

There have been no entries in the Register this month

Socks!

4 Saturday  
10am to 4pm Mission Action Planning Day at Albury School, led by John Kiddle

5 Sunday    3rd Before Lent, Proper 1
9.30am    Sung Matins at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham 

8 Wednesday Deanery Synod meets, All Saints School, Hockerill

12 Sunday  2nd Before Lent, Proper 2
9.30am    Shared Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
5.00pm  Taizé Service at St Andrew’s Cottage, Church Lane

15 Wednesday 
7.15pm  PCC Meeting in the Church Room

19 Sunday  Sunday Before Lent, 
8.00am  Holy Communion at St Cecilia’s, Little Hadham
9.30am  Service in Little Hadham Village Hall
6.00pm  Evensong at St Mary’s,  Albury

22 Wednesday Brownie and Guides International Thinking Day

22 Wednesday  Ash Wednesday
10.30am  Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
7.30pm  Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Braughing

26 Sunday  First of Lent
11.15am  Parish Communion at St Mary’s
5.00pm  Service of Compline at St Andrew’s, Much Hadham
  No Evensong

Thank you very much to all who contributed to the 200 pairs of socks we were able to send 
to Jimmy’s Night Shelter for the Homeless in Cambridge at Christmas.  I just can’t believe there 
are always so many spare socks in the village – all paired and in good condition!

I am always happy to receive more socks during the year, so please keep them coming to build 
up another good collection next Christmas.

Once again, many thanks.         Ann Clayton,  Ashford House


